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SURVEY  OF  THE  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  INDIANS  IN  THE 

UNITED  STATES 


MONDAY,  JULY  8,    1929 

United  States  Senate, 
Subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

State  Capitol  Building,  Madison,  Wis. 
The  subcommittee  met,  pursuant  to  call,  at  9.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  in 
the  State  Capitol  Building,  Madison,  Wis.,  Senator  Lynn  J.  Frazier, 
presiding. 

Present:  Senator  Frazier  (chairman),  Senator  B.  K.  Wheeler,  and 
Senator  Robert  M.  La  Follette,  jr. 

Present  also :  Congressman  Merlin  Hull  of  Wisconsin,  and  Congress- 
man John  M.  Nelson  and  Nelson  A.  Mason,  clerk  of  the  committee. 

The  subcommittee  proceeded  under  the  following  Senate  resolu- 
tion: 

Whereas  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  has  completed  its  preliminary 
investigation  pursuant  to  Senate  Resolution  79,  Seventieth  Congress,  agreed  to 
February  1,  1928,  providing  for  a  general  survey  of  the  conditions  of  the  Indians 
in  the  tjnited  States;  and 

Whereas  in  order  to  properly  complete  this  investigation  and  make  a  report 
it  will  be  necessary  to  hold  hearings  in  certain  States  and  to  take  the  testimony  of 
a  considerable  number  of  witnesses  whose  testimony  is  material  to  a  proper  under- 
standing of  the  situation  in  those  States;  and 

Whereas  since  the  commencement  of  the  investigation  pursuant  to  such  resolu- 
tion there  has  been  a  change  in  the  administration  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs; 
and 

Whereas  the  funds  available  by  the  committee  are  insufficient  to  enable  it  to 
properly  complete  such  investigation  and  make  a  report  thereon:  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  enable  the  Comm^ittee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  complete 
its  investigation  and  make  its  report  pursuant  to  Senate  Resolution  79,  Seven- 
tieth Congress,  agreed  to  February  1,  1928,  providing  for  a  general  survey  of 
the  conditions  of  Indians  in  the  United  States  the  committee  is  hereby  authorized 
to  expend  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  the  sum  of  $15,000. 

The  Chairman.  The  hearing  will  now  come  to  order. 

Dr.  C.  A.  Harper,  being  first  duly  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Your  name  is  Dr.  C.  A.  Harper? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  occupation,  Doctor? — A.  I  am  State  health  officer  of 
the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  occupied  such  position? — A.  I  have  occu- 
pied that  position  going  on  26  years. 

Q.  During  that  time  you  have  had  occasion  to  observe  and  inves- 
tigate conditions  among  the  Indians  in  Wisconsin? — A.  I  have.  In 
1924  I  sent  a  deputy  State  health  officer  and  a  social  worker  to  work 
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with  a  special  physician  for  the  Indians,  Doctor  Gulp,  and  a  Federal 
nurse  to  look  into  the  conditions  among  the  Indians  especially  with 
reference  to  trachoma  and  other  eye  diseases;  this  because  of  the  fact 
that  the  Indians  were  going  into  the  public  schools  and  mingling  with 
white  children  and  it  was  felt  that  communicable  diseases  might 
spread  unless  proper  precautions  were  taken, 

Q.  Have  you  any  record  to  show  how  many  were  examined  at 
that  time? — A.  During  that  survey  I  believe  something  like  4,215 
Indians  were  examined  in  a  period  of  about  three  months,  and  of  that 
number  we  found  only  79  cases  of  active  trachoma. 

Q.  How  many  Indians  have  you  in  this  State,  Doctor? — A.  We 
estimate  that  there  are  about  10,000  Indians  in  the  State,  8,006  of 
which,  I  believe,  according  to  recent  reports,  are  wards  of  the  Federal 
Government.  We  have  no  way  of  knowing  the  exact  number,  of 
course,  but  this  is  as  close  as  we  can  estimate  it;  that  is  the  full  blood 
and  mixed  bk)ods  classed  as  Indians.  Before  making  this  survey  we 
heard  a  great  deal  relative  to  the  prevalence  of  trachoma  among  the 
Indians,  but  the  situation  was  not  as  bad  as  we  expected  to  find  it, 
and  subsequent  investigation  has  verified  the  investigation  we  made 
in  1924,  and  I  would  say  that  trachoma  among  the  Wisconsin  Indians 
is  becoming  more  or  less  a  negligible  factor 

Q.  How  did  you  find  conditions  among  the  Indians  with  reference 
to  health  conditions  other  than  trachoma  and  whether  or  not  they 
were  receiving  proper  medical  attention? — A.  As  a  result  of  that  in- 
vestigation of  1924  we  saw  the  poverty  of  the  Indian,  as  we  consid- 
ered it,  and  his  inability  to  get  proper  medical  and  nursing  care,  so 
we  introduced  a  bill  in  the  State  legislature  asking  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  $8,000  to  do  public  health  work  among  the  Indians  of  this 
State;  the  legislature  granted  the  appropriation,  and  since  that  time 
we  have  two  public-health  nurses  in  the  field  all  the  time  and  we  have 
one  additional  public-health  nurse  at  this  time;  $8,000,  however,  is 
not  sufficient  to  cover  three  full-time  field  nurses  for  the  Indians.  In 
addition  to  this  also  I  might  say  that  we  furnished  certain  medicines 
and  drugs,  such  as  salves,  ointments,  and  so  forth,  for  the  treatment 
of  the  Indians  during  the  last  four  years. 

Q.  Have  you  any  figures  as  to  the  death  rate  among  the  Indians  of 
Wisconsin? — A.  Yes;  I  have  that  here.  The  death  rate  among  the 
Indians  in  1924  was  19.3  per  thousand,  in  1925  was  25.3  per  thousand, 
in  1926  was  22  per  thousand,  in  1927  was  20.1  per  thousand,  in  1928 
was  28.225  per  thousand. 

Q.  From  your  experience,  observation,  and  data  in  maldng  those 
investigations,  Doctor,  would  you  say  that  tuberculosis,  malnutrition, 
and  lack  of  proper  medical  attention  are  in  a  large  measure  responsi]>l(^ 
for  the  high  death  rate  among  the  Indians? — A.  Tuberculosis  is,  in 
my  estimation,  one  of  the  main  factors  responsible  for  the  high  death 
rate  among  the  Indians,  and  as  a  condition  precedent  to  that  I  would 
say  malnutrition,  improper  housing  conditions,  and  lack  of  projxM- 
facilities  to  isolate  active  cases  of  T.  B.  causing  others  to  bcMoinc 
infected,  especially  so  when  they  are  allowed  to  remain  in  tho  lioiiu^ 
under  such  conditions.  The  Federal  Government  has  made  no 
provisions  for  taking  care  of  tubercular  Indians  in  this  State  and  the 
closest  sanitarium  we  have  is  at  Toledo,  Iowa.  It  aj)p}ii<'n(ly  is 
very  hard*  to  get  an  Indian  to  leave  his  home  and  go  so  far  away,  and 
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in  the  case  of  children  we  find  it  almost  impossible  sometimes  to  get 
the  consent  of  the  parents;  they  seem  very  reluctant  to  part  with  their 
children.  This  situation  would,  I  believe,  be  materially  improved 
if  we  had  a  tubercular  hospital  for  Indians  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 
In  fact  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  passed  a  resolution 
memorializing  Congress  to  estabhsh  a  tubercular  hospital  for  Indians 
in  this  State,  but  so  far  as  I  know  nothing  has  been  done  by  the  Federal 
Government.  The  death  rate  among  the  Indians,  tubercular  I 
mean,  as  compared  with  the  whites  is  very  high,  much  higher  in  fact. 
I  have  the  figures  here:  In  round  numbers  it  was  about  440  per 
100,000  in  1926  and  550  per  100,000  in  1927.  The  average  death 
rate  of  the  whites  in  this  State  is  63.1  per  100,000,  and  the  death  rate 
of  the  Indians  is  nearly  eight  times  that  of  the  whites,  which  I  regard 
as  rather  an  alarming  situation.  I  might  say  that  in  the  Winnebago 
territory  the  death  rate  among  the  Indians  is  about  eleven  times  that 
of  the  whites;  the  situation,  however,  with  reference  to  tuberculosis 
among  the  Winnebagoes  is  much  higher;  they  are  probably  the  poorest 
tribe  of  Indians  we  have.  They  have  no  reservation  and  are  located 
in  some  16  counties,  as  I  remember.  As  I  said  before,  the  majority 
of  them  are  poverty  stricken,  they  live  in  the  poorest  kind  of  houses; 
sometimes  two  or  three  families  are  crowded  into  a  small  house  with 
very  little  ventilation,  and  particularly  is  this  true  in  the  winter- 
time here. 

Q.  Have  you  any  figures  showing  the  birth  rate  as  compared 
with  the  death  rate  among  the  Indians? — A.  The  birth  rate  for  the 
year  1924  as  compared  with  the  death  rate  is  interesting: 

Birth  rate,  1924 1 21.  4 

Birth  rate,  1925 23.  2 

Birth  rate,  1926 22.  2 

Death  rate,  1924 19.  3 

Death  rate,  1925 25.  3 

Death  rate,  1926 22.  0 

In  other  w^ords,  the  birth  rate  is  two-tenths  of  1  per  cent  higher 
per  thousand  population  than  the  death  rate,  so  we  are  just  about 
even  on  that.  The  question  of  medical  care  for  the  Indians  is  a 
difficult  proposition;  the  Indian  is  not  an  easy  person  to  take  care 
of.  Generally  speaking  he  expects  immediate  results  and  it  is  a 
hard  matter  to  get  him  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  to  effect  a  cure 
for  most  any  disease  takes  time;  particularly  is  this  true  of  certain 
types  of  diseases.  It  has  been  our  practice  and  that  of  our  public 
health  nurses  to  educate  the  Indian  to  that  principle  of  primary 
health  conditions  and  also  to  assure  him  that  the  medical  care 
extended  to  the  Indians  is  the  same  as  to  the  whites,  and  that  we 
must  have  their  cooperation  if  good  results  are  to  be  obtained. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  an  outline.  Doctor,  of  what  is  being  done  by 
the  Federal  Government  in  the  way  of  furnishing  medical  care  to 
the  Indians  and  also  what  is  being  done  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
just  a  general  outline  of  the  situation? — A.  The  Federal  Government, 
I  believe,  have  a  part-time  physician  at  Tomah;  there  is  a  Govern- 
ment school  there  with  about  368  pupils,  I  would  say  a  well  con- 
ducted and  good  kind  of  school.  The  doctor  there  gives  medical 
care  to  the  school  population.  My  impression  is  that  he  is  paid 
out  of  the  school  fund  and  that  he  is  not  expected  to  care  for  the 
•outlying  districts,  and  while  he  does  do  a  certain  amount  of  it  at 
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times,  it  is  my  impression  that  he  is  a  part-time  physician  for  the 
school,  although  he  probably  visits  the  other  Indians  upon  call. 
He  is  what  is  called  a  contract  physician,  I  believe,  and  does  not 
devote  his  full  time  to  the  care  of  the  Indians.  Now  at  Lac  du 
Flambeau  I  understand  they  have  a  full-time  physician  w^ho  devotes 
his  full  time  to  the  care  of  the  Indians,  and  they  also  have  a  Federal 
health  nurse  there  on  a  full-time  basis.  I  am  informed,  however, 
that  the  nurse  has  left  and  I  do  not  know  whether  a  successor  has 
as  yet  been  appointed  in  her  place.  Then  going  over  to  the  Potta- 
watomies  at  Laona  in  Forest  County  they  have  a  part-time  physician 
who  gives  occasional  service  to  the  Indians,  there  is  also  a  full-time 
nurse  at  Laona.  I  would  say  that  those  Indians,  four  or  five  hun- 
dred of  them  there,  are  having  fairly  good  nursing  and  medical 
attention.  Then  the  Oneidas,  about  8  miles  from  the  Ashland 
Reservation,  I  don't  think,  they  have  a  physician  there  at  all;  many 
of  them  are  well  to  do  and  they  can  get  medical  service  from  the 
city  of  Ashland. 

Up  in  the  La  Pointe  district  I  think  the  Indians  rely  on  themselves 
for  medical  and  nursing  care.  I  may  be  WTong  on  that,  but  I  think 
that  is  the  case.  Take  up  in  the  Glenmore  district  in  Brown  and 
Outagamie  Counties  the  Oneidas  there  have  no  special  care  as  far 
as  I  am  able  to  ascertain.  Over  on  the  Menominee  they  have  a 
good  hospital  and  two  good  schools.  There  is  a  physician  I  believe 
about  a  mile  out  of  Neopit  and  a  physician  and  hospital  in  the  city 
of  Kashena;  both  of  them  I  believe  are  full  time.  They  have  at 
least  two  nurses  and  may  have  increased  the  number.  The  hospital 
at  Kashena  is  a  new  one  and  is  a  fine  building;  they  had  two  doctors 
there  when  Doctor  Culp  was  detailed  as  special  deputy  health  officer 
to  do  special  work  among  the  Indians.  That  covers  the  situation, 
I  believe,  as  it  exists.  Now,  at  Hay  ward  I  understand  they  have 
only  a  part-time  physician.  We  had  a  flu  epidemic  on  the  reserva- 
tion in  December  and  January  of  last  year  and  from  reports  that 
we  could  gather  apparently  31  Indians  died  as  a  result  of  the  disease — 
that  in  a  population  of  something  like  1,000.  The  nurse  will  meet 
you  at  Hayw^ard  and  can  give  j^ou  more  information  on  that.  The 
health  conditions  were  such  that  I  felt  something  should  be  done, 
so  I  went  before  the  legislature  and  asked  for  more  appropriation, 
and  while  w^e  were  trying  to  get  the  Federal  Government  to  appreciate 
its  responsibility  in  caring  for  the  Indian,  some  immediate  aid  must 
be  given,  and  they  asked  me  how  much  I  wanted  and  I  told  them 
$15,000,  which  was  an  increase  of  $7,000.  For  the  past  several 
years  the  Federal  Government  has  made  an  appropriation  of  $1,800 
for  a  full-time  doctor  at  Hay  ward;  they  could  get  no  one  to  serve 
and  in  1922  it  was  raised  to  $2,100,  and  in  1923  to  $2,300,  but  no  one 
would  accept  the  proposition,  so  I  don't  know  what  became  of  the 
money.  I  might  say  that  this  appropriation  I  speak  of  passed  both 
houses  and  is  now  up  to  the  governor,  and  it  might  be  interesting 
to  know  that  it  passed  the  house  58  to  2  and  in  the  senate  there  were 
only  5  votes  against  it,  so  apparently  the  legislature  appreciates  the 
importance  of  Indian  care. 

In  my  opinion  if  the  Government  w^ould  pay  a  full-time  physician 
$3,500  to  $4,000  a  year  salary,  furnish  living  quarters  nud  other 
requisites,  I  believe  competent  men  could  be  obtained.     Wlun  you 
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consider  the  fact  that  they  have  to  hve  among  the  Indians  and  away 
from  white  people  more  or  less  and  put  up  with  the  other  inconven- 
iences they  have  to  $3,500  or  $4,000  is  not  any  too  much,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  men  of  reasonable  experience  could  be  obtained  for  that 
money.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  Government  should  have  a  full- 
time  physician  at  Hay  ward. 

At  the  school  at  Hay  ward  we  made  Wassermann  tests  in  the  school, 
and  out  of  161  children  131  were  given  the  test  and  we  found  but  six 
positive  T.  B. 

Q.  Doctor,  have  you  any  figures  as  to  venereal  diseases  among  the 
Indians? — A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  the  figures  are  as  to 
venereal  diseases  amongst  the  Indians  of  Wisconsin,  but  in  talking 
with  a  special  physician  of  the  Indian  Service  who  has  had  some  25 
years'  experience  with  the  Indians,  he  was  of  the  opinion  from  the 
Indians  he  had  come  in  contact  with  that  the  V.  D.  situation  was  no 
worse  among  the  Indians  than  in  certain  types  of  whites,  although  at 
that  time  he  was  treating  40  cases  at  Neopit;  some  of  those,  however, 
w^ere  suspected  cases,  and  it  may  be  that  they  were  not  all  positives. 
The  doctor,  however,  had  not  checked  up  the  situation  as  a  whole, 
but  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  V.  D.  situation  among  the  Meno- 
minees  was  not  at  all  serious.  Conditions,  however,  could  be  im- 
proved if  the  bootleg  joints,  speak-easies,  and  immoral  houses  in  towns 
right  outside  the  reservation  were  closed,  as  they  prey  upon  the 
Indians. 

I  am  speaking  particularly  of  conditions  in  Shawano  and  Outagamie 
Counties  where  some  of  the  towns  adjacent  to  the  reservation  are 
running  practically  wide  open.  The  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Indian  Bureau,  Mr.  Edwin  B.  Meritt  was  there  and  I  think  the  result 
of  that  was  that  the  State  should  be  notified  of  the  condition  inasmuch 
as  the  places  in  question  were  located  off  the  reservation.  I  have 
taken  the  matter  up  with  various  district  attorneys  and  officials, 
but  the  results  are  not  very  encouraging.  I  have  a  letter  WTitten  me 
by  a  man  w^ho  says  that  he  has  on  six  different  occasions  appealed  to 
the  sheriff  of  his  county  and  the  county  attorney  relative  to  conditions 
in  Shawano  County  but  apparently  no  results  have  ensued,  and  I 
feel  that  unless  we  get  some  cooperation  from  the  Government  it  will 
be  impossible  to  remedy  the  situation.  Conditions  in  and  about  the 
Menominee  Reservation  as  to  law  enforcement  is  about  as  bad  as  it 
could  be  in  my  jugdment  and  something  should  be  done.  I  am  taking 
the  matter  up  with  the  Federal  prohibition  officer  in  charge  of  the 
eastern  district  and  also  with  the  Federal  district  attorne}^  at  Milwau- 
kee and  we  will  continue  to  make  complaints  and  endeavor  to  bring 
about  an  improvement.  The  situation  surrounding  the  Menominee 
Reservation  is  worse  than  that  adjacent  to  the  Oneida. 

Now,  with  regard  to  hospitals — joii  are  perhaps  familiar  with  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  legislature  with  reference  to  hospital  facilities. 
The  hospital  at  Tomah  in  connection  with  the  school  is  a  small  one 
hardly  sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  school  population  let  alone  any 
adults  or  persons  outside.  The  hospital  at  Hayward  is  small  and 
inadequate,  and  no  hospital  facilities  w^hatever  for  taking  care  of 
T.  B.  patients;  this,  in  my  estimation,  is  very  necessary  as  one-fourth 
of  all  the  Indian  deaths  are  from  tuberculosis. 

I  have  lived  in  Wisconsin  for  65  years  and  have  watched  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Indian.     During  the  last  25  years  I  would  say  that  some  of 
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them  have  advanced  but  others  have  not,  and  I  would  say  that  only 
a  small  percentage  of  them  are  self-supporting;  many,  I  believe,  would 
become  self-supporting  if  they  were  given  an  education  along  voca- 
tional and  other  lines  for  which  they  are  particularly  adapted.  There 
are  several  good  Indian  schools  in  the  State,  but  Mr.  Callahan,  who 
is  here,  can  give  you  a  better  outline  of  the  educational  matters  than 
I  can,  because  he  knows  and  has  made  a  study  of  the  subject.  I  do 
not  wish  to  take  up  too  much  of  the  committee's  time,  but  in  closing 
I  would  recommend  that  there  be  located  in  this  State  a  tubercular 
hospital  of  at  least  100-bed  capacity;  that  I  believe  would  take  care 
of  the  school  and  adult  population  and  would  be  in  addition  to  any 
hospitals  they  now  have  or  are  in  prospect.  The  Pottawattamie,  I 
believe,  have  a  hospital  but  the  Winnebagos,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
have  none  whatever.  Now,  if  we  get  this  100-bed  tubercular  hos- 
pital it  will  take  care  of  the  situation  very  well — as  you  know  it  is  a 
hard  matter  to  get  an  Indian  to  go  to  a  county  tubercular  hospital 
or  to  a  State  institution,  as  he  is  alone  and  away  from  his  people,, 
and  not  being  in  an  environment  to  which  he  is  accustomed,  he 
becomes  disconsolate  and  wants  to  get  away. 

Another  thing  with  the  State  institutions,  is  that  they  are  over- 
crowded as  it  is,  and  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  get  them  admitted,  and 
an  Indian  if  left  alone  in  an  institution  does  not  make  the  progress 
he  should;  he  needs  the  companionship  of  his  own  people.  There  is 
a  small  hospital  at  Neopit  which  I  understand  was  formerly  the 
residence  of  a  physician  and  is  totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs. 
The  same  is  true  also  of  Hayward  and  Lac  du  Flambeau;  the  hospital 
facilities  there  are  not  large  enough  to  meet  the  needs. 

Many  of  the  Indians  are  undernourished  and  improperly  clothed, 
and  proper  provision  should  be  made  for  their  care;  in  fact,  during 
the  severe  winter  weather  some  of  them  were  close  to  starvation,  and 
the  counties  surrounding  Indian  reservations,  as  well  as  the  towns 
and  township  boards,  have  been  obliged  to  appropriate  money  to  take 
care  of  them. 

Ashland  township  or  county  has,  I  have  been  informed,  spent  as 
high  as  $2,300  to  feed  poor  Indians  in  that  township;  that  is  also  true 
of  the  Winnebagoes  and  Pottawattomies.  Serious  complaints  have 
been  made  by  some  of  the  counties  because  of  the  fact  that  they  did 
not  invite  the  Indians  to  come  there,  the  amount  of  taxes  they  pay 
is  small,  and  they  are  a  burden  upon  the  white  population;  and  they 
feel  that  inasmuch  as  the  Indians  are  wards  of  the  Government  that 
they  should  look  after  them  and  not  expect  them  to  do  so.  Most  of 
our  counties  have  not  the  necessary  funds  to  expend  for  this  purpose 
and  it  is  becoming  a  real  burden  upon  them.  Last  fall  I  sent  a  deputy 
with  the  county  nurse  and  social  worker  to  the  Oneida  Reservation 
to  make  a  survey  of  health  conditions.  We  examined  87  men  and 
70  women  for  T.  B.  and  found  7  females  and  6  males  active  tubercular,. 
19  females  and  6  males  trachoma  suspects,  and  there  was  one  male  and 
one  female  active  trachoma;  there  were  also  1  male  and  2  female 
cases  of  syphilis  in  active  form  and  15  female  and  4  male  suspects. 
Later  laboratory  examinations  verified  the  fact  that  of  those  19  sus- 
pects 13  were  suffering  with  syphilis.  I  am  taking  these  figures  from 
the  records  of  the  director  of  the  Western  Institute.     If  there  are 
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any  further  information  or  figures  which  I  can  furnish  for  the  benefit 
of  the  committee  I  would  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Senator  La  Follette.  We  are  very  much  obliged  to  you,  Doctor. 

Congressman  Hull.  I  wish  to  assure  you  that  I  am  verj^  glad  to 
have  the  opportunity  to  appear  before  this  committee  here  and  also 
at  Washington  in  regard  to  Indian  affairs.  I  am  to  some  extent 
familiar  with  the  situation  with  reference  to  aid  that  has  been  extended 
to  the  Winnebagoes  by  the  towmships  and  towns  adjacent  to  the 
reservations,  and  I  have  in  mind  two  towns  up  in  my  country  which 
have  rendered  a  great  deal  of  aid  to  the  Indians.  In  fact,  one-half 
to  two-thirds  of  the  taxes  in  Jackson  County  in  the  past  few  years 
has  been  used  for  this  purpose,  and  the  calls  for  assistance  are  becoming 
so  numerous  and  the  expense  so  great  that  they  are  hardly  able  to 
meet  the  demands.  The  same  is  true  also  in  Monroe,  Juneau,  and 
Wood  counties,  but  I  don't  care  to  go  into  that  in  detail  at  this  time. 
Some  of  my  best  friends  are  Winnebagoes  and  they  have  been  trying 
for  25  3^ears  to  get  their  treaty  rights.  Mr.  Corrigan,  superintendent 
of  the  Indian  school  at  Tomah,  has  devoted  practically  his  life  to  the 
cause  of  the  Indians,  and  Mr.  A.  P.  Jones  has  worked  on  the  matter 
for  many  years  and  is  familiar  with  the  whole  story  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  I  would  like  to  have  this  committee  call  on  Mr.  Jones  so 
that  you  maj  get  an  outline  of  his  experience  with  our  Government 
in  trying  to  get  justice  for  the  Winnebagoes  of  Wisconsin.  The 
treaty  rights  of  the  Winnebagoes  have  been  violated  in  many 
instances  and  no  adequate  recompense,  if  any,  has  been  made.  Mr. 
Jones,  however,  is  more  familiar  with  the  facts  in  that  matter  than  I 
am,  and  as  he  is  here  now  you  may  wish  to  call  on  him. 

A.  P.  Jones,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Your  name,  please? — A.  A.  P.  Jones,  Black  River  Falls,  Wis. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee,  I 
believe? — A.  Yes.  I  am  here  at  the  instance  and  request  of  the 
Winnebagoes,  and  also  Mr.  Hull,  and  in  order  for  you  to  get  a  better 
idea  of  the  whole  matter  it  wiU  be  necessary  for  me  to  go  back  and 
cite  a  little  history.  Now,  the  first  Winnebago  lands  described  in 
the  first  treaty  between  the  Winnebago  Indians  and  the  United  States 
Government,  about  1818,  starts  up  here  on  Lake  Winnebago  and  runs 
down  to  Rock  River  and  westward  to  where  Rock  River  joins  the 
Mississippi,  then  runs  about  due  east  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Black 
River  to  what  is  known  as  the  YeUow  River,  then  down  the  Yellow 
River  to  what  is  known  as  the  Port  to  Portage,  Cod  River  to  the  Fox 
River,  and  continuing  to  Lake  Winnebago  and  the  basin.  Now,  gen- 
tlemen, I  first  want  to  caU  your  attention  to  that  magnificent  area 
of  land.  I  do  not  think  you  can  find  a  tillable  area  anywhere  in  the 
United  States  that  was  so  rich  in  natural  resources  and  has  contrib- 
uted so  much  in  the  last  100  years  to  the  wellfare  of  the  United  States; 
what  first  attracted  the  attention  of  the  white  men  w^as  the  wonder- 
fully rich  deposits  of  lead,  zinc,  and  copper  along  about  1825  or  1826, 
some  10  years  after  the  first  treaty.  The  Government  secured  a  con- 
cession of  this  area  here  from  the  Indians,  this  wonderful  area  of  rich 
agricultural  land,  and  also  secured  the  water  power  on  the  Black, 
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Fox,  and  Wisconsin  Rivers,  as  well  as  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
acres  of  hardwood  forests,  and  north  of  that  the  magnificent  white 
pine  forests,  where  the  first  sawmill  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  was 
established.  And  what  I  want  to  bring  to  your  minds  is  this — that 
the  Winnebago  Indians  derived  for  that  wonderful  tract  of  land,  an 
empire  in  itself,  less  than  the  proverbial  mess  of  pottage.  Now,  after 
this  final  concession  along  up  here,  300  of  the  Indians  were  given  a 
reservation  of  land  over  in  what  is  called  the  Turkey  River  country, 
and  as  that  land  became  valuable  it  was  also  taken  away,  and  they 
were  given  a  second  reservation  up  here;  and  afterwards  in  1863  a 
report  was  circulated  that  the  Winnebagoes  were  to  secure  a  reser- 
vation in  Minnesota  and  some  land  in  South  Dakota,  and  they  were 
held  in  security  for  a  year  and  then  taken  down  the  river  to  the  moun- 
tain part  of  Nebraska  and  placed  on  some  land  secured  from  the 
Omaha  Indians. 

There  was  still  much  Federal  land  owned  in  Wisconsin  and  along 
in  the  early  seventies;  they  were  forceably  removed  to  Nebraska  by 
the  United  States  attorney,  and  the  climate  was  such  down  there 
that  a  great  many  of  them  got  sick  and  died,  they  all  wanted  to  return 
to  Wisconsin,  and  in  a  comparatively  few  months  they  all  got  back 
and  it  was  necessary  to  do  something  for  them  and  they  were  finally 
permitted  to  take  up  homesteads  on  the  public  domain  and  there 
was  some  200  homesteads  taken  up  in  the  very  poorest  part  of  Wis- 
consin, practically  all  were  40-acre  homesteads,  and  I  tell  you,  gen- 
tlemen, that  not  one-fourth  of  these  100-acre  homesteads  are  worth 
$100  to-day,  and  if  you  could  see  them  you  would  know  that  this  is  a 
fact,  they  would  not  bring  that  now  and  they  never  would  have  any 
time  since  they  were  taken  up.  The  Wisconsin  Winnebagoes  have 
a  just  cause  for  complaint  for  the  way  they  have  been  treated  during 
the  last  100  years  by  the  Government.  They  were  six  or  eight  dif- 
ferent treaties  entered  into  and  there  are  many  provisions  of  those 
treaties  that  have  never  been  fulfilled,  and  the  matter  should, 
I  believe,  be  determined  so  that  some  actual  definite  liability  toward 
the  Indians  could  be  arrived  at  without  them  being  obliged  to  pay 
20  per  cent  or  whatever  might  be  recovered  for  attorney  fees.  The 
last  per  capita  payment  to  the  Indians,  amounting  to  about  $16  or  $20, 
was  made  about  10  years  ago,  and  since  that  time  they  have  received 
no  aid  from  the  Government.  Now  our  Indians  get  along  very  nicely 
when  they  are  young,  strong,  and  able-bodied  and  are  able  to  make  a 
pretty  good  living  for  themselves,  but  when  they  become  old,  sick, 
and  diseased  it  is  a  different  story  and  many  of  them  are  in  very  hard 
circumstances.  From  my  experience  of  nine  years  among  the  Wis- 
consin Winnebagoes  I  could  tell  you  lots  of  instances,  and  what  I 
want  to  make  clear  to  you  is  that  there  is  more  destitution,  poverty, 
and  want  among  these  Indians  than  on  any  reservation  I  know  of  or 
have  been  through  in  my  lifetime,  and  I  don't  think  you  could  see  or 
find  anywhere  the  extreme  poverty  and  the  extreme  destitution  that 
you  find  among  the  Wisconsin  Winnebagoes.  Something  was  said 
about  the  relief  work  being  done  by  some  of  the  counties  for  the 
Indians;  Mr.  Hull  spoke,  I  believe,  of  Jackson  County,  I  know  of  four 
at  the  present  time  who  are  receiving  aid  from  the  county,  they  come 
in  and  get  an  order  for  five  or  ten  dollars'  worth  of  groceries  at  one 
of  the  stores,  and  there  aic  oilicrs  I  know.  The  situation  is  (l('|)!()r- 
able  when  you  come  to   consider  what  the  States  of   Minnesota, 
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Nebraska,  and  Wisconsin  have  profited  through  the  transactions  of  the 
Government  with  the  Indians,  and  it  is  certainly  an  injustice  to  the 
counties  and  towns  within  and  surrounding  the  reservations  to  expect 
them  to  bear  a  burden  which  rightfully  belongs  to  the  Government. 

The  usual  habitation  of  the  Winnebagoes  of  Wisconsin  is  simply  a 
tepee,  a  few  birch  poles  stuck  in  the  ground  and  a  blanket  or  skins 
placed  over  the  top,  some  blankets  or  robes  for  a  floor,  and  three  or 
four  poles  stuck  in  the  ground  to  cook  on,  and  that  is  the  way  they 
live  year  in  and  year  out.  As  many  as  six  or  eight  live  in  one  tepee^ 
and  you  can  picture  the  result  when  one  of  them  contracts  tuber- 
culosis, as  is  the  case  with  many  of  them.  I  know  of  one  case  in 
particular  where  six  out  of  eight  died  inside  of  three  years  due  to  the 
insanitary  conditions,  destitute  circumstances,  and  unhealthful  habi- 
tation. I  know  of  another  instance  where  the  mother  had  died  and 
the  three  were  left  in  the  Indians'  school  for  three  years,  and  then  sent 
back  to  the  home  where  the  grandmother  was  tubercular,  and  you 
know  what  the  result  would  be.  I  don't  know  that  it  is  necessary 
to  cite  any  more  cases  of  that  kind,  I  could  go  on  and  tell  you  many 
of  them,  but  what  I  am  particularly  interested  in  is  the  old  people, 
those  who  are  no  longer  able  to  work  and  w^ho  are  living  in  extreme 
poverty  and  destitution;  the  Government  has  in  a  manner  provided 
for  the  young  people  by  taking  them  into  a  Government  school  and 
giving  them  the  advantage  of  an  education,  but  nothing  has  been 
done  for  the  old  people. 

The  land  originally  occupied  by  the  Winnebagoes  comprised  per- 
haps half  the  area  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  in  return  for  which  they 
received  practically  nothing;  many  of  them  are  obliged  to  pay  taxes 
on  their  land  and  in  most  places  the  land  is  not  worth  the  taxes.  I 
am  speaking  now  particularly  of  Monroe  County,  the  white  man  would 
not  pay  taxes  and  how  can  we  expect  the  Indian  to.  Jackson  County 
has  over  100,000  acres  of  land  coming  back  to  the  county  on  taxes. 
That  is  the  kind  of  land  the  Indian  got,  so  poor,  in  fact,  that  many  of 
them  do  not  even  live  on  it.  The  white  man  won't  pay  taxes  on  it 
and  the  Indian  can't. 

Mary  E.  Bangasser,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Will  you  state  your  name? — A.  Mary  E.  Bangasser. 

Q.  Your  residence  and  employment? — A.  I  reside  at  Wisconsin 
Rapids  and  am  employed  as  public  health  nurse  by  the  State  board 
of  health. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  so  engaged? — A.  Since  January  1,  1926. 

Q.  What  territory  do  you  cover  in  your  work? — A.  I  am  subject 
to  call  in  all  of  the  counties  in  which  the  Winnebagoes  live;  I  work  in 
16  counties,  making  regular  calls,  but  I  also  go  w^hen  an  emergency 
call  comes  in.  I  have  office  hours  two  days  a  week  in  which  the  In- 
dians come  to  me  and  the  rest  of  the  time  I  go  to  them,  visiting  their 
schools,  and  so  forth,  and  visiting  calls  to  homes. 

Q.  How  do  you  find  the  situation  among  the  Winnebagoes  with 
reference  to  health  conditions? — A.  I  find  that  a  big  majority  of  the 
Winnebagoes  live  in  1-room  houses,  poorly  ventilated,  and  poorly 
furnished,  most  of  them  without  beds;  they  sleep  on  the  floor;  some 
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houses  have  a  board  floor  and  others  no  floor  at  all,  so  they  sleep  on 
the  ground  the  year  around.  Perhaps  half  of  them  live  in  tents  the 
vear  around  because,  they  have  no  houses  to  live  it.  The  habitation 
is  occupied  by  the  entire  family,  sometimes  by  two  families  and  some 
of  their  relatives,  and  when  one  of  them  contracts  tuberculosis,  as  is 
frequently  the  case,  all  of  them  are  exposed  to  the  disease,  as  the  sick 
person  lives  with  the  others  and  proper  provision  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease  is  not  taken,  and  sanitary  conditions  are  such 
that  the  rest  of  them  contract  the  disease. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  go  to  institutions 
for  treatment? — A.  Yes;  many  of  them  do  not  want  to  leave  their 
homes  and  it  is  a  rather  hard  matter  to  get  them  to  go  to  an  institution 
where  they  can  get  proper  care. 

Q.  Have  you  been  quite  successful  in  getting  tubercular  Indians 
admitted  to  institutions  where  they  may  receive  proper  medical  atten- 
tion?— A.  The  counties  and  State  have  been  very  lenient  with  us  in 
getting  Indians  admitted  to  various  institutions  for  treatment,  but 
the  trouble  is  that  they  are  generally  overcrowded  and  usually  when 
an  Indian  goes  to  an  institution  he  is  a  county  charge,  and  in  many 
cases  even  after  we  have  secured  permission  for  their  admission  they 
refuse  to  go.  Of  course,  at  times  it  is  rather  difficult  to  get  them  ad- 
mitted— take  in  Monroe  County,  for  instance,  the  county  judge  will 
not  admit  an  Indian  regardless  of  what  his  condition  is,  as  he  feels 
that  they  are  wards  of  the  Government  and  not  of  the  county. 

Q.  Do  you  find  that  tuberculosis  is  quite  prevalent  among  the 
Winnebagoes? — A.  Yes;  there  is  considerable  T.  B.  among  them;  the 
disease,  I  believe,  is  on  the  increase.  In  1927  the  death  rate  was  25 
per  cent  from  T.  B.,  the  death  rate  doubled  in  1926  and  1927,  and  in 
1928  it  equaled  1927.  I  mention  this,  however,  that  this  may  be  due 
to  the  fact  that  we  have  a  better  System  of  registration  now  and  it 
may  be  that  we  have  found  out  more  about  what  caused  deaths  and 
the  number  due  to  tuberculosis.  Many  cases  of  tuberculosis  if  taken 
in  the  early  stages  could,  however,  be  cured  if  proper  hospital  facilities 
were  available. 

By  Senator  Frazier  : 

3.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  malnutrition  is  responsible  for  a  great 
of  tuberculosis  among  these  Indians? — A.  Yes;  there  are  many 
cases  of  undernourishment,  particularly  among  children  which  leaves 
them  more  susceptible  to  the  disease  and  lessens  their  resistance 
pnd  a  great  many  cases  of  tuberculosis  develops  among  these  under- 
nourished and  underweight  children.  Many  of  the  Winnebagoes  are 
living  in  extreme  poverty  and  destitution  and  it  is  hard  to  control 
the  disease  among  them,  many  of  them  are  in  bad  physical  condition 
and  many  of  the  children  have  no  milk. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 
Q.  How  do  these  people  make  a  living? — A.  A  few  of  them  have 
gardens  but  their  main  income  is  derived  from  picking  berries,  which 
necessitates  their  moving  around  from  place  to  place  where  the 
berries  are.  They  leave  home  along  in  June  and  stay  away  all  sum- 
mer picking  strawberries,  blueberries,  June  berries,  cranberries, 
and  so  forth.  They  can  not  stay  home  to  raise  a  garden  as  they 
must  earn  some  means  of  livelihood  to  carry  them  through  the  winter 
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as  work  during  the  winter  is  scarce  and  hard  to  get  and  usually 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  they  are  without  food  and  have 
to  go  on  rations. 

Q.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  as  to  what  steps  should  be 
taken  to  improve  the  health  conditions  among  the  Indians? — A.  In 
my  opinion  one  of  the  greatest  needs  among  the  Winnebagoes  is  a 
State  hospital  for  Indians.  A  hospital  should  be  provided  by  the 
Government  where  we  could  take  care  of  the  sick  Indian.  Most 
of  the  county  hospitals  are  too  small  to  take  care  of  the  white  men 
who  come  there  and  the  Indian  is  left  to  take  care  of  himself.  There 
should  be  some  provision  made  to  take  care  of  the  tubercular  Indian. 
In  most  cases  the  Indian  is  not  able  to  pay  for  treatment  like  the 
white  man  and  in  many  cases,  when  he  is  taken  sick  the  physician 
refuses  to  come  and  see  him,  because  they  know  they  will  get  no  pay 
for  it.  The  Indian  is  not  in  position  to  buy  medicines  unless  some  one 
pays  for  them,  as  they  are  unable  to  pay  for  the  medicines  themselves. 
I  believe  a  general  hospital  should  be  provided  so  that  we  would 
have  a  place  to  send  them  so  that  proper  medical  attention  and 
care  could  be  given. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  How  large  a  hospital  would  you  say  was  needed? — A.  I  beheve 
we  should  have  at  least  a  40-bed  hospital,  the  hospital  they  have  there 
now  is  17  beds  but  it  is  hardly  enough  to  take  care  of  the  school 
population.  Whether  or  not  a  40-bed  hospital  would  be  large  enough 
I  do  not  know,  but  it  would  be  of  great  help.  Doctor  Gulp  could  give 
you  more  information  on  that. 

Walter  Dickens,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  State  your  name  and  place  of  residence. — A.  Walter  Dickens, 
Tomah,  Wis. 

Q.  You  are  superintendent  of  the  Indian  school  at  Tomah,  are 
you? — A.  Yes,  sir;  since  January  1  of  this  year. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Indian  Service? — ^A.  Twenty- 
eight  years,  I  have  worked  in  six  different  States  during  that  time. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  You  have  heard  the  testimony  given  here  this  morning  with 
reference  to  the  health  and  economic  condition  of  the  Winnebago 
Indians,  is  there  anything  you  can  add  to  what  has  already  been 
said? — ^A.  I  don't  believe  so,  I  heartily  agree  with  the  statements 
rnade  by  other  witnesses  with  reference  to  conditions  among  the 
Winnebagoes,  thej  have  expressed  conditions  as  they  are  and  as  they 
effect  many  of  the  tribe.  I  think  that  the  Winnebago  Indians  repre- 
sent some  of  the  most  deplorable  conditions  you  will  find  among 
Indians  anywhere,  and  in  some  respects  they  also  represent  some  of 
the  most  favorable. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 
Q.  What  do  you  think  of  the  idea  of  trying  to  make  farmers  out 
of  all  these  Indians? — A.  The  policy  of  the  Government  trying  to 
make  farmers  out  of  all  these  Indians  will  not  work  out  any  better 
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than  trj'ing  to  make  farmers  out  of  all  the  whites — some  are  adapted  to 
that  line  of  work  and  others  are  not.  It  is  true  that  we  have  some  very 
good  land  but  we  also  have  some  very  poor  land.  Four  or  five  of  our 
Indians  are  doing  fairly  well  as  farmers,  but  the  majority  of  them  are 
not  successful  farmers.  Two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  Indians  were 
allotted  land  on  the  public  domain  under  the  acts  of  1862  and  1884 
which  prescribed  certain  rules  for  the  taking  of  homesteads  by 
Indians,  they  were  not  required  to  pay  filing  fees,  and  were  given  their 
allotment  for  a  certain  trust  period.  Under  the  act  of  1862, 1  believe, 
a  trust  period  of  20  years  was  provided,  and  under  the  act  of  1884  a 
trust  period  of  25  years. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  Indians  who  took  these  original  allotments 
you  speak  of  still  retain  their  land? — A.  A  number  of  those  original 
homestead  allotments  have  been  sold,  and  a  few  years  ago  the  Govern- 
ment used  the  trust  fund  of  the  Indians  to  buy  more  land.  Some  of 
that  land  w^as  very  good  and  some  of  it  very  poor,  and  in  most  of  the 
counties  where  they  have  attempted  to  tax  the  land  it  has  gone  back 
to  the  county  for  taxes.  I  have  a  record  of  106  pieces,  comprising  a 
little  over  4,000  acres  that  has  been  lost  in  that  manner,  the  amount 
of  the  tax  assessed  in  November  of  last  year  amounted  to  $18,455.12, 
and  I  only  know  of  two  Indians  since  I  took  charge  here  last  year  who 
have  paid  their  taxes.  This  year's  taxes  is  not  added  to  my  list. 
The  matter  has  been  before  the  Court  of  Claims  and  recently  a  deci- 
sion was  rendered  in  the  case  of  United  States  of  America  v.  Gertie 
Mokley  et  al;  the  matter  was  finally  adjudicated  and  it  has  been  held 
that  the  land  was  taxable  but  data  is  being  prepared  for  another  suit. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  will  mean  that  the  Indian  will  eventually  lose 
all  their  land,  as  they  have  not  shown  themselves  qualified,  nor  have 
they  reached  that  stage  of  competency  that  they  are  able  to  assume 
full  responsibility  of  their  affairs  and  pay  their  taxes.  The  Indians, 
like  a  lot  of  whites,  are  not  inclined  to  pay  taxes;  on  the  other  hand  a 
lot  of  them  have  let  their  land  go  back  because  it  was  not  worth  the 
taxes.  If  this  case  goes  against  the  Government  I  have  recommended 
that  Congress  be  asked  to  appropriate  enough  money  to  reimburse  the 
Indians.  I  believe  that  the  Indians  should  be  reimbursed.  Most  of 
the  money  advanced  to  them  was  for  their  minor  children — the 
purpose  was  all  right  but  it  did  not  work  out  right. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  with  reference  to  improving 
health  conditions  among  the  Winnebagoes? — A.  I  have  a  copy  of  a 
recommendation  here  for  a  general  hospital  at  Tomah  at  the  Tomah 
Indian  School  which  is  centrally  located  for  the  Winnebago  Indians, 
this  hospital  to  care  for  the  old  adult  Indians  as  well  as  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  school.  I  have  recommended  a  40-bed  hospital,  undoubt- 
edly a  60-bed  hospital  equipped  in  the  best  possible  manner  would 
be  none  too  large  but  we  could  probably  get  along  with  a  40-bed 
hospital  if  we  had  to,  it  would  at  least  be  a  great  improvement  over 
what  we  have  now.  At  the  present  time  we  have  a  number  of  cases 
that  should  be  hospitalized  but  have  no  room  for  them  and  we  have 
not  got  the  money  to  pay  doctor  and  hospital  fees  elsewhere.  We 
could  spend  at  least  $100  a  day  for  the  Winnebago  Indians.  We 
have  also  asked  for  a  tubercular  hospital  for  the  care  of  the  Indians, 
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that  I  believe  is  very  necessary,  and  we  should  have  such  an  institu- 
tion. In  the  last  few  months  we  have  lost  a  number  of  cases  where 
Indians  were  afflicted  with  T.  B.  because  of  the  fact  that  we  had  no 
place  to  put  them.  We  try  to  get  them  into  various  institutions  and 
are  sometimes  successful,  but  the  Indians  as  a  rule  are  not  pay  patients, 
and  are  looked  upon  as  wards  of  the  Government  and  naturally  these 
people  feel  that  the  Government  should  take  care  of  them.  Many 
times  we  find  also  that  the  Indians  after  we  have  secured  them  admit- 
tance refuse  to  go  to  these  institutions,  they  do  not  like  to  be  separated 
from  their  people  and  it  is  hard  to  get  them  to  leave  the  reservation 
for  treatment.  We  have  no  facilities  for  taking  care  of  them  in  the 
small  hospital  we  now  have,  although  we  try  to  take  care  of  the 
incipient  cases,  but  as  our  funds  are  limited  in  the  hospital  they 
figure  that  it  is  better  to  spend  what  money  thej  have  on  someone 
who  is  going  to  live. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  How  do  you  care  for  the  old  and  indigent  Indians,  do  you  issue 
rations  to  them? — A.  Yes;  a  large  number  of  our  Indians  are  living  in 
poverty  and  destitution.  Since  the  1st  of  January  we  have  issued 
ration  orders  to  250  Indians. 

Q.  How  is  that  handled? — A.  We  issue  an  order  on  a  storekeeper 
and  the  Indian  receives  and  receipts  for  the  supplies  and  it  is  certified 
to  by  the  storekeeper,  the  order  is  issued  once  a  month  and  usually 
amounts  to  about  $5,  although  in  a  very  few  cases  we  have  gone  as 
high  as  $25;  that  is  the  exception  however,  rather  than  the  rule. 

Q.  How  many  old  and  indigent  Indians  are  there  who  are  unable 
to  support  themselves  and  have  no  income? — A.  Out  of  a  pouplation 
of  3,571  Indians,  75  to  100  are  old  and  indigent,  have  no  income,  and 
are  unable  to  support  themselves.  We  have  numerous  requests  for 
aid  which  we  are  compelled  to  turn  down  be^iause  of  the  fact  that  we 
do  not  get  enough  money  to  go  around.  We  have  taken  the  matter 
up  with  the  Indian  Bureau,  but  it  seems  that  they  can  not  give  us 
any  more  money  to  spend.  We  asked  for  $3,000  this  year,  which  I 
consider  a  very  conservative  estimate  of  our  needs,  but  we  only  got 
around  seven  or  eight  hundred.  We  can  get  more  later,  but  that  is 
what  they  started  us  out  with. 

Q.  This  money  you  speak  of,  is  that  expended  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  rations ?^ — A.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  how  the  money  is 
spent  I  might  say  that  we  have  expended  for  relief  purposes  since  the 
first  of  the  year,  $1,677.11;  we  have  hospitalized  seven  Indians,  and 
have  paid  hospital  fees  of  $361.64;  we  have  paid  29  doctor  bills  and 
all  together  for  doctors'  service,  $391.75.  We  also  paid  funeral  and 
burial  expenses  for  six  Indians — we  refused  to  pay  for  a  hearse,  but 
paid  all  other  expenses. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  WTiat  is  the  condition  of  your  boarding  school  there,  is  it  in 
pretty  good  shape? — A.  Our  boarding  school  is  in  fairly  good  condi- 
tion, we  are  making  some  repairs  this  year  and  in  another  year  or  two 
it  should  be  in  pretty  good  shape. 

Q.  How  many  grades  do  you  teach  there? — ^A.  We  teach  nine  full 
grades,  junior  high-school  course. 
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Q.  How  many  pupils  have  3^011? — A.  We  have  had  an  average  daily 
attendance  of  371  this  year  and  have  had  as  high  as  500  at  one  time. 

Q.  Have  you  sufficient  room  to  take  care  of  all  the  Indian  child- 
ren?— A.  If  all  the  Indian  children,  the  Winnebagos  I  mean,  were  in 
school  who  should  be  we  would  have  capacity  all  the  time,  but  we 
have  Indians  from  Minnesota  and  I  believe  practically  every  tribe 
is  represented.  We  try  to  take  care  of  them  all  but  when  we  are  full 
-we  have  to  turn  them  down.  We  have  a  larger  number  of  Chippewas 
in  the  school.  In  addition  to  those  attending  the  boarding  school  at 
Tomah  we  have  a  large  number  in  nonreservation  schools.  I  think 
we  had  five  contracts  last  year  on  which  we  paid  40  cents  a  pupil. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  the  committee  with  a  record  of  the  number  of 
children  attending  your  school  and  the  reservations  and  States  from 
which  they  come  and  furnish  it  to  the  stenographer  so  that  we  may 
have  it  incorporated  in  the  record? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  that  down 
to  the  house. 

Q.  What  recommendations  have  you  to  make  as  to  improving 
facilities  at  the  Tomah  Indian  School? — A.  I  believe  that  the  capacity 
of  the  school  should  be  increased;  we  should  have  a  high  school. 
Last  year  we  had  an  allotment  of  $84,000,  which  is  the  amount  allowed 
under  the  regulations  for  325  pupils;  this  last  year  we  averaged  360 
pupils;  and  I  expect  the  increase  next  year  will  be  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Do  the  pupils  attend  school  all  day  or  just  half  a  day? — A. 
At  the  present  time  the  children  attend  school  half  a  day  but  I  w^ould 
like  to  have  them  attend  all  day.  In  order  to  do  that,  however,  we 
would  have  to  have  more  space.  At  the  present  time  they  operate 
what  is  called  a  work  detail,  conducted  by  the  principal;  the  children 
alternate  on  the  details  such  as  the  farm,  dairy,  and  different  depart- 
ments. This  is  a  practice  I  believe  that  is  followed  in  most  of  the 
Government  boarding  schools. 

Q.  What  hours  of  recreation  are  they  permitted  to  have  under 
tha;t  system? — A.  I  don't  know  what  the  practice  of  my  predecessor 
has  been  but  from  4   to  5  o'clock  is  a  special  hour  or  play  hour. 

Q.  What  are  the  ages  of  the  students? — A.  They  range  from  5  to 
18  years,  although  we  have  one  girl  20  years  old  who  has  been  there 
the  past  2  or  3  years  as  she  has  no  home. 

Q.  Do  you  experience  very  much  trouble  with  truancy  cases  or 
boys  runnmg  away  from  school? — A.  Our  truancy  cases  are  neghgible 
considering  the  number  of  pupils  we  have  and  that  they  are  from 
many  different  reservations.  We  have  only  had  12  or  15  cases  as 
I  recall  it  and  most  of  them  were  boys  from  Minnesota.  We  some- 
times get  boys  who  are  hard  to  control  at  home  and  it  is  a  choice 
between  the  school  and  the  reformatory.  We  frequently  reclaim 
those  fellows  and  make  good  boys  out  of  them.  It  is  not  an  unusual 
sort  of  boy  that  runs  away,  and  if  the  parents  will  appreciate  what 
we  are  trymg  to  do  for  them  and  are  desirous  of  having  their  children 
get  an  education  we  can  overcome  their  tendency  to  run  away. 
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By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  have  a  dairy  herd  at  the  school,  have  you? — A.  Yes;  we 
have  a  good  dairy  herd.  The  children  at  the  school  are  weighed 
once  a  month  by  the  doctor  and  if  thej^  are  10  per  cent  or  more 
underweight  they  go  to  the  dining  hall  at  10  o'clock  and  3  o'clock 
for  their  milk. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  difficulty  getting  competent  teachers  for  the 
school? — A.  No;  I  believe  our  teachers  compare  favorably  with  those 
in  the  public  schools  of  Wisconsin,  and  right  now  there  are  more 
applications  for  teachers  in  the  Indian  Service  than  we  can  fill. 
These  positions  you  understand  are  under  the  civil  service. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  What  is  your  per  capita  allowance  per  child  for  the  school 
year? — A.  Our  per  capita  per  pupil  is  $225;  that,  you  understand, 
includes  food  and  clothing  and  I  believe  we  should  have  a  little  larger 
allotment  per  child.  Some  of  the  Indians  can  not  afford  to  buy 
proper  clothing  for  their  children  and  we  do  not  have  a  round  of 
desirable  uniforms  to  fit  them  all  out.  We  try  to  set  a  good  mess  on 
the  money  we  are  allowed  and  each  child  gets  an  average  of  one 
quart  of  milk  per  day.  We  should  have  at  least  $350,  however,  per 
child  per  year  in  order  to  take  care  of  them  properly  while  in  school. 
Another  thing  we  need  is  more  teachers;  last  year  the  fourth  grade 
had  60  pupils  and  it  was  necessary  for  the  fourth  grade  to  take  part 
of  the  fifth  in  order  to  have  two  instructors;  that  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  we  do  not  have  enough  teachers  to  go  around  nor  did  we  have 
enough  classrooms.  As  I  said  before,  I  believe  the  children  should 
•go  to  school  all  day,  and  if  we  gave  them  the  higher  grades  it  would 
not  be  long  until  the  Indian  problem  was  solved — the  way  it  is  now 
we  turn  them  out  of  school  and  their  education  is  not  finished.  We 
•can  do  nothing  for  the  old  people  in  the  line  of  education  but  I 
believe  we  should  concentrate  on  the  young  and  create  a  desire  for 
improvement  among  the  Indians. 

Senator  La  Follette.  We  are  very  glad  that  you  have  appeared 
before  the  committee,  Mr.  Dickens,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  you  are  not  feeling  well. 

Daniel  H.  Grady,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  You  are  an  attorney  at  law,  Mr.  Grady? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  I  believe  you  were  appointed  a  special  counsel  by  the 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin  to  investigate  timber  claims  of  the  Indians; 
will  you  tell  us  about  that? — A.  Yes;  I  was  appointed  special  counsel 
pursuant  to  resolution  of  the  Wisconsin  Legislature  to  investigate 
conditions  existing  between  the  Bad  River  Indians  and  the  Ashland 
Boom  &  Canal  Co.  and  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  with  reference 
to  timber  which  had  been  cut  by  the  lumber  companies  and  which 
the  Indians  claim  they  have  not  been  paid  for.  The  timber  in 
question  being  on  the  La  Pointe  Reservation,  commonly  known  as 
the  Bad  River  Reservation  in  the  vicinity  of  Odanah.  Inasmuch  as 
the  cutting  of  this  timber  occurred  some  30  years  ago  and  the  report 
'Of  my  investigation  is  rather  a  lengthy  one  to  go  into  at  this  time 
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I  think  it  would  be  perhaps  just  as  well  if  I  file  a  copy  of  my  report 
to  the  attornej^  general  of  Wisconsin,  which  I  believe  will  give  you 
practically  all  of  the  details  and  facts.  [A  copy  was  incorporated  in 
the  record.]  In  compiling  these  facts  I  might  say  that  I  employed  one 
Oliver  M.  Olson,  a  man  who  has  considerable  experience  among  the 
Bad  River  Indians,  to  assist  me  in  securing  the  necessary  data,  and 
it  w^as  also  necessary  for  me  to  make  two  trips  to  Washington  to 
check  up  the  Government  report  of  stump  scales  and  timber  scales, 
and  my  report  is  as  complete  as  it  can  be  made  at  this  time  from  the 
records  obtainable.  I  am  satisfied  from  the  investigation  made  that 
large  quantities  of  timber  have  been  removed  from  the  reservation 
for  which  no  compensation  has  been  made  to  the  Indians,  and  I 
believe  that  appropriate  action  should  be  taken  to  compensate  the 
Indians.  i 

(A  noon  recess  was  taken  at  12  to  1.30  p.  m.) 

AFTER   RECESS 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman  at  1.30  p.  m. 

Mr.  Grady  (continuing).  Now,  I  made  reference  in  that  report  to 
the  difference  between  the  stump  scale  of  the  logs  cut  by  the  Stearns 
Lumber  Co.  and  the  mill  run  of  that  same  timber.  The  information 
came  to  me  from  persons  who  claim  to  know.  I  did  not  have  access 
to  the  books  myself,  nor  was  I  able  to  verify  that  information,  but 
it  has  been  reported  that  the  actual  cut  of  timber  from  the  reservation 
was  about  15  per  cent  overrun  on  the  log  scale.  It  is  reported  that 
about  15,000,000  feet  were  cut  during  that  period  of  time,  as  shown  by 
the  books  of  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  I  wrote  Mr.  WilHam  F. 
Shea,  the  attorney  for  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  at  Ashland,  Wis., 
and  have  his  reply  under  date  of  March  8,  1928,  and  you  will  note  he 
states  that  the  overrun  on  the  Bad  River  Reservation  should  be  from 
22  to  25  per  cent  and  in  hardwood  from  12  to  15  per  cent,  and  that  he 
is  satisfied  that  it  would  be  approximately  25  per  cent  on  the  pine  and 
probably  15  per  cent  on  the  hardwood.  I  went  as  far  in  my  investi- 
gation as  my  authority  directed  me  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  was  Hable,  but  in  obtaining  this  data  I  had  to  de- 
pend more  or  less  on  the  figures  obtained  by  Mr.  Oliver  M.  Olson, 
of  Wheaton,  who  obtained  the  stump  scalp  reports  for  me,  and  who 
also  accompanied  me  to  Washington  to  check  this  up  with  their  rec- 
ords. The  original  and  copies  of  that  stump  scale  I  will  furnish  to 
the  committee.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Aft'airs  insists  that  their 
scale  is  con*ect  since  1893;  prior  to  that  time,  however,  they  appar- 
ently have  no  record  of  whom  the  timber  was  removed  by,  and  it  is 
impossible  at  this  time  to  ascertain  who  is  responsible  or  liable  for  the 
loss;  somebody  got  the  timber,  however,  and  did  not  pay  for  it,  and 
I  believe  the  Government  should  appropriate  a  sufficient  sum  to  cover 
that  in  addition  to  the  other  loss  sustained  by  reason  of  its  negligence. 

Ashland,  Wis.,  June  13,  1925. 
Hon.  Daniel  H.  Grady,  Portage,  Wis. 

My  Dear  Sir:  In  submitting  my  reports  I  should  employ  other  means  than 
pen,  ^  there  is  such  a  volume  I  want  to  say,  but  for  the  present  I  can  stand  this 
method  if  you  can. 

In  exi)laming  this  my  report  on  the  scale  of  lot  8,  sections  15-48-3  swamp  land, 
I  deem  it  advisable  to  give  you  some  of  my  authority  for  estimates,  etc. 
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In  the  Court  of  Claims  of  the  United  States,  No.  30447.  The  Mille  Lac 
Band  of  Chippewa  Indians,  etc.,  v.  the  United  States. 

In  "Evidence  for  defendants,"  page  17,  in  letter  to  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  of  January  14,  1915,  written  by  William  O'Neil,  superintendent 
of  logging,  I  quote:  ''The  Borrow  table  for  the  measurement  of  stumps  was  used 
in  this  work;  we  have  used  this  table  considerably  in  the  work  in  Minnesota  in 
stump  scaling,  and  have  found  it  fairly  correct. 

"I  believe  it  is  as  good  a  table  or  better  than  any  we  know  of.  The  Borrow 
table  was  made  for  the  average  white  and  Norway  pine  timber.  It  has  been 
demonstrated  and  believed  by  the  experts  who  did  this  work  that  the- average 
white  or  Norway  pine  tree  in  Northern  Minnesota  averages  about  three  and  one- 
half  logs  to  the  tree,  using  the  16-foot  standard  log  as  a  basis.  This  timber  on 
Mille  Lac  was  not  average  timber,  but  better,  and  it  is  the  unaminous  opinion 
of  the  men  who  did  the  work,  and  with  which  I  coincide,  that  the  timber  there 
was  4-log  timber.  It  was  the  opinion  also  of  the  men  who  did  the  work,  with 
which  I  again  coincide,  that  the  timber  was  about  eight  standard  16-foot  logs  to 
the  thousand,  or  125  feet  to  each  log,  making  an  average  of  8  logs  to  the  tree. 

"As  the  Borrow  rule  in  our  belief  only  scaled  three  and  one-half  standard  logs 
to  the  tree,  we  have  added  Q2]4  feet,  or  one-half  of  a  log  to  each  tree,  making 
12,538,500  feet  additional,  which  make  a  grand  total  of  102,877,410  feet.  A 
schedule  of  how  this  work  was  done  is  herewith  inclosed.  I  have  also  added 
to  timber  estimates  from  cleared  areas  14  per  cent  to  correct  the  scale  as 
iibove."     *     *     * 

Again  I  quote,  same  volume,  page  29,  from  letter  to  Wm.  O'Neil  of  September 
1,  1914,  written  by  Eugene  Bruce,  expert  lumberman.  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Forest  Service  (concerning  volume  table):  "The  figures 
upon  which  these  tables  are  based  also  included  the  'stump  measurements,' 
although  the  volume  tables  were  prepared  to  be  applied  upon  a  calipered  diame- 
ter measurement  outside  the  bark  3  feet  from  the  ground.  *  *  *  As  regards 
those  areas  where  the  land  has  been  cleared  or  the  stumps  blown  out  and  removed 
it  looks  to  me  as  if  you  were  rather  up  against  it  and  could  only  make  an  approxi- 
mate estimate.  You  might,  if  you  could  determine  the  number  of  stumps  of 
the  different  species  formerly  upon  the  area,  base  your  estimate  of  volume  on 
that  tract  on  the  'average'  volume  of  a  similar  number  of  trees  of  the  same 
species  on  a  contiguous  or  the  nearest  'forties.'  "     *     *     * 

In  our  work  here  there  have  been  three  or  more  fires  that  have  passed  over 
this  tract,  and  in  some  instances  the  stumps  are  entirely  gone,  but  there  are  living 
witnesses  as  to  how  this  region  was  timbered  and  other  evidence  of  the  old  cut- 
ting obtainable  as  to  the  amount  of  timber  taken  off  this  land, 'and  this  land 
was  patented  bv  the  State  to  parties  named  in  chapter  276,  published  April  12, 
1882. 

"An  act  to  authorize  Henry  M.  Fuller,  John  H.  Knight,  William  F.  Vilas, 
John  A.  Humbird,  and  William  Phipps,  etc.,  to  construct  and  maintain  a  canal 
therein  mentioned  and  to  construct  and  maintain  boones  and  other  works  in 
Bad  River  and  the  Kakagan  and  the  Chequanegon  Bay,  in  Ashland  County, 
and  to  use  or  acquire  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  necessar}^  therefor." 

Some  of  these  lands  were  acquired  for  the  timber  value,  and  I  think  all  these 
lands  are  now  owned  by  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  since  this  company  prac- 
tically took  over  and  acquired  all  the  holdings  of  the  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal* 
Co.,  which  has  been  a  dormant  corporation  since  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co. 
Vv'as  organized,  and  the  officers  of  these  companies  are  the  same  essentially. 

This  swamp  land  was  patented  to  these  parties  on  July  20,  1882,  and  to-day 
-a  claim  is  pending  for  the  recovery  of  about  $13,000,  being  for  the  purchase 
price  of  $1.25  per  acre  and  interest  on  3,080^^^00  acres,  for  failure  of  title,  as  recov- 
ered on  the  three  sections  16,  reported  on  pages  2  and  3  in  yesterday's  report. 
This  claim  was  put  in  by  the  same  parties  and  is  a  claim  of  L.  K.  Baker,  who 
received  the  $5,406.33  from  the  State  April  28,  1922. 

I  think  we  can  find  the  parties  who  took  the  timber  off  these  lands  represented 
bj"  the  old  stumpage  of  early  cutting. 

Mr.  L.  K.  Baker  seems  to  be  interested;  at  least  I  was  told  he  was  here  to-day, 
and  I  think  we  are  getting  too  much  information  for  his  comfort  just  now. 

Now,  as  to  lot  8,  section  15-48-3,  being  swamp  land  in  question. 
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We  scaled  this  lot  and  found: 


Kind 

r 
Number  j 
of  trees  | 

Total 
scale 

White  pine .  . 

484  ) 
303  1 
48  1 
40  i 
24  : 
10  1 

Feet 

1")8  560 

Norway  pine.-  . 

'J.5, 630 

Spruce.     -. ... 

4  230 

Oak :. 

7,460 

Tamarack 

2  330 

Ash 

840 

Total 

! 

269,  05O 

i 

If,  therefore,  we  add  14  per  cent  for  burned-out  stumps  we  would  have  316,717 
feet  of  timber  taken  off  this  lot  and  only  103,590  feet  accounted  for  according 
to  records  of  Indian  Office  as  I  am  informed  and  that  cut  in  1920,  or  less  than 
one-third  of  timber  accounted  for. 

I  am  also  inclosing  copy  of  scale  sheets  5,  5a,  and  5b. 

James  Verette,  of  Odanah,  who  was  with  the  Government  scaler  last  fall  and 
has  scaled  for  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  is  one  scaler,  and  I  shall  have  all  the 
original  scale  sheets  properly  signed  by  him. 

I  have  found  other  scalers  here  that  have  been  acquainted  with  the  "Stearns' 
methods"  if  we  should  decide  to  use  them. 

You  will  get  further  report  about  Monday  on  lot  9,  in  section  15-48-3  swamp 
land. 

I  wish  you  would  send  me  a  couple  of  blank  vouchers  as  I  must  get  them  on 
the  way  if  travel  is  so  slow  on  financial  returns. 
Very  truly  yours. 

Oliver  M.  Olsox, 


Report  of  the  Special  Counsel  to  the  Governor  and  Attorney  General 
OF  the  Investigation  Conducted  Under  and  Pursuant  to  Joint  Resolu- 
tion 25  Adopted  January  30,  1925 

Hon.  Fred  R.  Zimmerman,  Governor, 

Hon.  John  W.  Reynolds,  Attorney  General: 

As  special  counsel  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Attorney  General  of  Wiscon- 
sin, charged  with  the  duty  of  investigating  the  matters  involving  the  interests  of 
the  Indians  of  the  Bad  River  Indian  Reservation  in  their  controversy  with  the 
Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.  and  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  I  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows: 

conditions  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 

For  many  years  a  controversy  had  existed  between  the  Indians  iipcjii  tlie  Bad 
River  Indian  Reservation  and  the  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.  and  .1.  S.  Stearns 
Lumber  Co.,  in  which  it  was  claimed  on  behalf  of  the  Indians  that  huge  quantities 
of  timber  had  been  cut  by  the  lumber  companies  named  and  for  which  tliey  had 
not  been  fully  compensated.  The  time  had  arrived  when  it  was  clearly  ai)i)arent 
that  many  of  the  Indians  upon  the  reservation  would  soon  be  in  need  and  if  not 
provided  for  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would  become  public 
charges  upon  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  The  condition  thus  existing  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  but  appeared  to  exist  in  the  various  States  [w  wliicli 
Indian  reservations  were  located. 

The  deplorable  situation  had  arrested  the  attention  of  variou.s  indivichials  and 
organizations  who  had  manifested  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  upon 
the  various  reservations.  It  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  tlu>  I'nited 
States  Senate  as  late  as  February  14,  1927.  This  situation,  in  so  fai  ;)■<  it  in- 
volved the  interests  and  duty  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  was  hronuht  to  ihc 
attention  of  Mr.  George  F.  Merrill,  district  attorney  of  Ashland  Count >,  \^\  a 
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communication  from  Mr.  P.  S.  Everest,  superintendent  of  the  La  Pointe  Indian 
Agency  (commonly  called  the  Bad  River  Indian  Reservation),  in  which  letter, 
among  other  things,  it  is  said : 

"It  is,  of  course,  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  conserve  the  funds  of  the 
children  in  so  far  as  possible  in  order  that  they  may  have  something  left  when 
they  become  of  age  and  want  to  settle  down  in  life  and  make  a  home  for  them- 
selves. *  *  *  In  the  case  of  duly  enrolled  and  alloted  Chippewa  Indians,  I 
infer  that  they  are  going  to  be  poorer  and  harder  up  as  time  goes  on.     *     *     * 

"Why  the  town  or  county  authorities  should  not  feel  called  upon  to  extend 
aid  to  the  Indians  who  are  in  want,  I  am  not  able  to  understand.  These  people 
were  living  in  this  county  50  to  100  years  before  the  white  man  came  and  it 
can  not  be  claimed  that  the  Indian  is  an  alien  in  anj'  sense.  They  were  the 
original  owners  of  all  of  this  north  Wisconsin  ceded  territory,  and  since  their 
tribal  and  individual  rights  were  allotted  to  them  by  the  Government,  the  local 
tribe  has  spent  within  the  immediate  territory  surrounding  Ashland  no  less  than 
$6,000,000  in  cash.  This  being  true  I  can  not  see  how  the  county  or  town 
authorities  could  fail  to  recognize  the  fact  that  they  owe  the  Indians  some  obli- 
gation, the  same  as  would  be  due  any  other  full-fledged  citizen. 

"Not  less  than  one-third  of  the  originally  allotted  land  on  the  Bad  River 
Reservation  has  been  sold  by  the  Indian  allottees,  who  have  been  granted  full 
title  thereto.  Between  400  and  500  80-acre  tracts  of  land  have  thusly  been 
purchased  by  white  people,  either  speculators  or  actual  settlers.  By  this  process 
at  least  one-third  of  the  entire  reservation's  six  townships  is  now  owned  by 
white  taxpayers.  I  assume  that  these  taxpayers  will  be  called  upon  to  carry 
the  burden  of  paying  the  township  tax  assessments. " 

Thereafter,  on  or  about  the  29th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1925,  the  attention, 
of  the  attorney  general  was  called  to  the  position  and  contentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  thus  asserted.  Accompanying  such  letter  was  a  request  signed  by 
various  organizations  and  individuals  asking  the  governor  and  members  of  the 
legislature  to  render  aid  in  relation  to  the  wrongs  alleged  to  have  been  perpe- 
trated upon  the  Indians.     Such  request  is  as  follows: 

"We,  the  undersigned,  officers  and  members  of  the  various  women's  organiza- 
tions of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  do  hereby  petition  his  honor.  Governor  John  J. 
Blaine,  and  your  honors,  the  members  of  the  State  legislature,  to  give  such 
legal  and  financial  State  aid  to  the  Indians  of  the  La  Pointe  Reservation,  other- 
wise known  as  Bad  River  Reservation,  as  such  aid  may  be  required  in  rectifying^ 
the  wrongs  that  have  been  perpetrated  through  the  cooperation  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  in  times  past  upon  such  Indians,  and  in  so  far  as  the  governor  and  the 
attorney  general  shall  find  that  they  were  wronged,  particularly  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  their  lands  and  the  timber  on  said  lands. 

"Women's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  West  Wisconsin  Conference, 
1,500  members;  Mrs.  Emily  L.  Harth,  president  West  Wisconsin 
Conference  Women's  Home  Missionary  Society,  Mrs.  J,  W 
Irish,  correspondence  secretary;  1,415  clubs  Wisconsin  Federated 
W^oman's  Clubs;  Mary  F.  Connor,  the  Indian  Welfare  Com- 
mittee; Mrs.  O.  J.  Little,  member  Indian  Welfare  Committee^ 
and  chairman  eleventh  district;  Mrs.  Annie  Wyman  Warren, 
Stoughton,  president  Wisconsin  Women's  Christian  Temperance 
Union." 

Pursuant  thereto,  Joint  Resolution  No.  25S  was  adopted  on  January  30,  1925. 

On  February  9,  1925,  the  appointment  of  the  undersigned  as  special  counsel 
was  made  by  Hon.  John  J.  Blaine,  Governor  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  undersigned 
was  authorized  to  assist  the  attorney  general  "in  the  investigation  and  any 
action  or  proceeding  required  by  said  resolution."  In  pursuance  to  said  appoint- 
ment and  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  Herman  L.  Ekern,  attorney  general^ 
the  undersigned  employed  Oliver  M.  Olson,  of  Wheaton,  111.,  to  render  limited 
services  in  the  making  of  certain  investigations  in  relation  to  said  matter.  On 
April  23,  1925,  said  assistant  was  directed  to  go  to  the  reservation  and  employ  a 
limited  number  of  scalers  to  aid  him  in  securing  the  "stump  scale"  of  certain 
tracts  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  or  not  full  compensation 
had  been  made  the  Indians  for  the  timber  actually  cut  therefrom.  Various 
partial  reports  were  rendered  as  the  work  progressed  and  at  the  completion  of.  the 
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work  authorized  a  summary  of  the  stump  scale  was  prepared  and  submitted  in 
part  as  follows: 

Stump  scale  of  40-acre  tracts  of  land  on  the  Bad  River  Indian  Reservation,  in  Ashland 
County,  Wis.,  by  Oliver  M.  Olson 


Description  of  the  land 

Timber  cut 

from  this 

land 

Amount  of 
timber 
paid  for 

Timber  cut 
but  not 
paid  for 

NE.  Ji  NE.  Ji  sec.  16-46-2.. 

Feet 
2, 332, 070 
1, 059, 120 

269,050 
72,290 

432,  610 
1,  356,  910 

Feet 
185, 030 

66, 780 
103,590 

46,320 
130 

(•) 

Feet 
2, 147, 040 

SW.  J^  SW.  J^  sec.  16-46-2- 

992,340 

Lot  8,  sec.  15-48-3- 

165,460 
25,  970 

Lot  9,  sec.  15-48-3. 

SE.  Ji  SE.  14  sec.  16-48-3 

432,480 

E.  H  NE.  }i  sec.  36-47-3 

This  was  land  purchased  for  $1,440  with  timber. 


The  purpose  of  securing  the  foregoing  information  was  to  compare  the  same 
with  the  so-called  Government  test  scale  which  was  being  conducted  by  the 
United  States  Government  and  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  any  difference  existed 
between  the  quantity  of  timber  determined  under  the  Government  scale  and  that 
determined  by  the  independent  scale  conducted  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin. During  the  course  of  this  investigation  the  undersigned  and  the  said  Oliver 
M.  Olson  called  upon  Mr.  Everest,  the  Indian  agent,  at  Ashland,  Wis.,  in  July, 
1925,  and  were  by  him  assured  that  in  our  investigation  we  should  have  full 
cooperation  with  the  United  States  Government  in  so  far  as  rendering  available 
any  information  or  data  secured,  but  no  report  was  secured  as  to  the  result  of 
the  Government's  scale  and  survey  until  a  personal  request  was  made  through 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  July,  1927.  While  at  Ashland  the  under- 
signed called  upon  Mr.  W.  F.  Shea,  attorney  for  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co. 
and  the  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.,  and  was  by  Mr.  Shea  advised  that  the 
lumber  companies  stood  ready  and  willing  to  show  their  book  entries  so  far  as 
they  were  able,  which,  it  was  contended,  would  establish  the  full  payment  for 
all  logs  taken  from  said  reservation  under  their  contracts  with  the  United  States 
Government,  which  contracts  were  entered  into  in  behalf  of  the  Indians;  but  as 
the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  an  Illionis  corporation,  had  been  dissolved  in  1924, 
and  as  Mr.  L.  K.  Baker,  the  president  of  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  and  also 
of  the  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.,  resided  in  Chicago,  the  books  and  other 
sources  of  information  were  not  available  and  could  not  be  acquired  except  by 
the  employment  of  accountants  at  great  expense. 

We  have  also  been  informed  that  all  of  the  books  of  the  Ashland  Boom  & 
Canal  Co.  were  destroyed  prior  to  September  5,  1924,  as  it  appears  from  the 
testimony  of  D.  J.  McMahon  given  on  said  date  before  W.  S.  Gate,  Esq.,  United 
States  Court  Commissioner,  that  the  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.  had  on  that 
date  no  books. 

Mr.  McMahon,  further  testifying,  was  asked: 

"Q.  Have  you  the  books  of  that  company  in  your  possession? — A.  They 
have  no  books. 

"Q.  It  is  a  live  corporation? — A.  Yes. 

"Q.  You  have  l>een  making  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  State  every  year? — 
A.  Yes. 

"Q.  And  you  have  no  books? — A.  They  have  no  books  of  record." 

It  appears  that  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  was  dissolved  in  1924  antl  its 
assets  to  the  extent  of  approximately  $53,000  distributed  among  its  stockholders. 
It  further  appears  that  in  1926  a  claim  was  asserted  as  against  the  J.  S.  Stearns 
Lumber  Co.  for  taxes  from  1914  to  1924,  of  $18,372.88,  which  taxes  were  paid 
by  this  dissolved  corporation  on  February  28,  1927. 


CONTENTIONS  OF  THE  LUMBER  COMPANY 

In  1882  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  assuming  to  be  the  owner  of  the  school  sec- 
tions number  16  in  the  six  townships  embraced  within  the  present  Bad  River 
Reservation,  under  a  statute  enacted  assumed  to  dispose  of  such  lands  in  many 
instances  at  the  very  low  figure  of  $1.26  per  acre.     The  contention  had  been 
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made  on  behalf  of  the  Indians  that  the  State  of  Wisconsin  had  no  legal  right 
to  deed  said  lands,  as  it  was  contended  that  the  title  thereto  vested  in  the  United 
States  Government  and  was  being  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians 
under  the  treaty  of  1854. 

In  1907  congressional  action  was  sought  enabling  the  Government  to  accept 
in  behalf  of  the  Indians,  $10  per  acre  for  the  lands  so  deeded  by  the  State  and 
thus  clear  the  title.  This  measure  failed  of  passage,  as  it  was  then  contended 
that  the  stumpage  on  said  land  was  of  value  far  in  excess  of  the  proposed  selling 
price.  Shortly  thereafter  an  action  was  brought  to  determine  the  question  of 
the  right  of  the  State  to  convey  said  school  lands,  being  section  16  of  the  respec- 
tive townships.  This  was  determined  b}'  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  on  January  7,  1918,  which  case  is  now  reported  in  245  United  States,. 
436.  It  was  there  held  in  effect  that  the  title  to  said  section  16  in  the  respective 
townships  at  no  time  vested  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  but  was  in  fact  held  by 
the  United  States  Government  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  In  1919, 
by  legislative  enactment,  the  State  of  Wisconsin  directed  a  refund  of  the  amounts 
received  as  consideration  for  the  conveyance  of  said  lands  and  interest  thereon 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  tinder  this  act  there  was  refunded  to  the 
various  purchasers  or  their  assigns  the  price  paid  the  State  for  said  lands,  with 
interest  thereon  amounting  to  $31,197.41. 

The  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.  made  claim  for  approxim.ately  $13,000  as  the 
purchase  price  of  certain  swamp  lands  conveyed  to  them  or  their  predecessors 
in  title  in  the  year  1882,  but  payment  was  withheld  pending  the  outcome  of 
the  present  controversy.  Of  the  refund  made  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  as 
above  referred  to,  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  received  $5,403.30. 

Having  been  unable  to  secure  the  Government  report  of  its  stump  scale,  the 
undersigned  and  Mr.  Olson  made  a  trip  to  Washington,  D.  C,  in  July,  1927, 
and  a  conference  was  had  with  Hon.  Charles  H.  Burke,  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs.  Consent  was  secured  to  the  furnishing  of  photostatic  copies  of  the  report 
of  such  stump  scale  so  made  by  the  Government  representatives,  which  we  have 
received  and  compared  with  the  record  of  the  stump  scale  conducted  on  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Wisconsih.  In  examining  the  Government  stump  scale  we  find 
no  report  of  the  cuttings  between  the  years  1894  and  1908.  In  making  the  scale 
on  behalf  of  the  State,  we  have  endeavored  to  include  the  entire  cutting  and 
after  giving  credit  for  all  that  appears  to  have  been  paid  for,  there  appears  to 
remain  a  large  quantity  of  timber  for  which  we  find  no  evidence  of  compensation 
having  been  paid. 

It  is  our  understanding  that  the  claim  is  asserted  on  behalf  of  the  lumber 
companies  that  they  adjusted  with  the  United  States  Government  the  matters 
involved  in  any  claim  for  timber  cut  between  1894  and  1908.  We  have  been 
unable  to  ascertain  upon  what  basis,  facts,  or  figures  the  Government  relied  in 
determining  the  amount  justly  due  for  the  cuttings  between  1894  and  1908. 

On  November  7,  1901,  S.  W.  Campbell,  United  States  Indian  Agent,  served 
written  notice  on  the  president  of  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  not  to  cut  or 
remove  further  timber  from  certain  of  said  lands,  which  notice  is  as  follows: 

La  Pointe  Indian  Agency,  Wis., 

Ashland,  November  7,  1901. 
To  Justus  S.  Stearns: 

Pursuant  to  instructions  received  from  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  you  are  hereby  notified  not  to  cut  or  remove  any  timber  from  section  16, 
townships  46  north,  ranges  2  and  3  west,  said  lands  being  within  the  limits  of 
the  Bad  River  Reservation,  Wis. 

S.  W.  Campbell, 
United  States  Indian  Agent. 

During  the  period  1894  to  1908  the  lumber  companies  claimed  to  own  the  lands, 
basing  their  title  upon  the  conveyance  from  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  When  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  was  handed  down,  an  adjust- 
ment became  necessary,  and  it  is  upon  this  so-called  adjustment  of  the  United 
States  Government  that  they  rely  as  a  defense  to  the  claims  now  asserted  b}'  and 
in  behalf  of  the  Indians. 

CONCLUSION 

I  am  satisfied  from  the  investigation  made  that  there  has  been  taken  from  the 
lands  now  embraced  within  the  Indian  reservation  large  quantities  of  timber  for 
which  the  Indians  or  the  Government,  as  trustee,  have  not  received  compensation. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

In  view  of  the  lapse  of  time  between  the  cutting  of  the  timber,  the  value  of 
which  is  now  sought  to  be  recovered,  great  difficulty  exists  in  definitely  ascer- 
taining the  quantity  of  timber  that  remains  unpaid  for.  We  believe  that  this  is 
capable  of  a  reasonably  definite  ascertainment  by  conducting  stump  scales  accord- 
ing to  approved  methods,  and  deducting  therefrom  the  quantity  of  timber  that 
is  shown  by  the  records  to  have  been  paid  for,  will  establish  with  reasonable 
certainty  the  amount  for  which  compensation  is  due. 

Certain  legal  questions  of  great  importance  will  arise,  but  assuming  that  the 
right  of  recovery  in  behalf  of  the  Government,  as  trustee,  still  exists,  we  believe 
that  appropriate  action  should  be  taken  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
determining — 

1.  The  amount  due  the  Indians. 

2.  Directing  that  appropriate  proceedings  be  taken  for  the  enforcement  of 
such  rights. 

3.  That  the  State  of  Wisconsin  ought,  through  its  legislature,  request  imme- 
diate and  appropriate  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  the  end  that  the 
rights  of  the  Indians  may  be  vindicated  and  that  the  State  may  be  protected, 
in  so  far  as  possible,  against  a  liability  for  the  support  of  such  Indians  as  are 
now  or  may  become  indigent  and  public  charges. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Daniel  H.  Grady, 
Special  Counsel  for  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 


Supplemental  Report  on  the   Investigation  of  Claims  of  the   Indians 
OF  THE  Bad  River  Indian  Reservation 

To  Hon.  Fred  R.  Zimmerman,  Governor,  and  Hon.  John  W. 'Reynolds,  Attorney 
General: 

On  Tuesday,  February  28,  1928,  I  left  for  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  a  conference  with  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  I  was  able  to 
arrange  a  conference  with  him  for  March  2,  1928. 

I  presented  to  him  the  figures  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  stump  scalers 
employed  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  he  produced  the  records  of  their  inde- 
pendent stump  scale  conducted  under  their  own  supervision.  The  representative 
in  charge  of  this  work  was  Mr.  Kinney,  who  has  expended  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
connection  with  it.  They  contend  that  their  records  show  that  the  J.  S.  Stearns 
Lumber  Co.  has  paid  for  every  foot  of  timber  that  has  ever  been  cut  by  them 
from  this  reservation  and  paid  for  at  the  stipulated  and  agreed  price  according 
to  the  Government's  own  scale.  With  this  contention  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  it  would,  of  course,  be  extremely  difficult  to  secure  a  recovery  from 
this  lumber  company,  especially  so  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  began  cutting 
under  these  various  contracts  in  1893 — 25  years  ago. 

It  is  the  claim  of  the  Government  that  on  the  so-called  swamp  lands  little  or  no 
timber  ever  grew,  so  that  it  could  not  have  been  cut  by  anybody.  Our  scalers 
claimed  that  there  was  some  timber  removed  therefrom.  There  is  one  fact 
that  is  clearly  established,  and  that  is,  that  prior  to  1893  there  was  certain  timber 
cut  on  section  16,  which  is  now  referred  to  as  the  old  cutting  and  evidenced 
by  the  stumps  which  are  of  a  different  height  than  the  cuttings  under  the  J.  S. 
Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  so  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  determine  the  extent  of  this 
trespass.  The  difficulty  lies,  however,  in  the  fact  that  the  Government  has  no 
record  showing  by  whom  this  timber  was  cut.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been 
cut  as  a  result  of  trespasses  by  perhaps  several  different  concerns  prior  to  1893. 
It  leaves  a  situation  under  which  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible,  in  my  opinion, 
to  recover  from  anybody  because  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  trespassers  or  the 
damage  resulting  from  their  individual  trespasses. 

There  is  but  one  remedy,  and  that  is  for  our  delegation  in  Congress  to  insist 
upon  the  passage  of  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  Indians 
of  that  reservation  for  the  damage  which  has  been  sustained,  for  which,  because 
of  the  negligence  of  the  Government,  they  are  unable  to  recover  from  the  guilty 
parties.  The  commissioner  concedes  that  the  damage  sustained  by  these  tres- 
passes prior  to  1893  would  amount,  according  to  the  prevailing  price  of  timber  at 
that  time,  something  over  $32,000.     Of  course,  the  Government  ought  readily 
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appropriate  this  money  with  interest  thereon  in  order  to  right  the  wrong  which 
these  Indians  have  sustained;  but  I  can  see  no  way  in  which  the  State  of  Wisconsin 
is  liable,  as  it  is  claimed  that  full  payment  has  been  made  for  all  timber  cut  during 
the  period  under  which  the  lumber  companies  held  possession  through  title  from 
the  State.  Various  bills  have  been  introduced  in  Congress  but  none  have  been 
brought  to  passage  and  I  feel  that  the  proper  method  of  handling  the  matter  now 
would  be  to  have  some  Member  of  Congress  introduce  a  bill  seeking  an  appropria- 
tion sufficient  to  right  the  wrong  that  has  been  done  the  Indians  through  the 
neglect  of  the  Government  in  properly  supervising  and  guarding  against  trespasses 
prior  to  1893. 

The  department,  through  the  commissioner  and  his  chief  forester,  Mr.  Kinney, 
expressed  a  willingness  and  desire  to  cooperate  in  every  way  in  this  regard.  Of 
course,  they  claim  that  the  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Government  is  in  no  way 
attributable  to  them,  as  it  occurred  many  years  before  the  present  officials  were 
in  charge. 

If  the  Government  has  made  any  error  in  its  scale  on  the  timber  sold  the  J.  S. 
Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  it  ought  to  appropriate  a  sufficient  sum  to  cover  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  loss  sustained  by  reason  of  its  negligence  prior  to  1893;  but  as  the  com- 
missioner insists  that  their  scale  is  correct  on  the  timber  sold  since  1893,  this  would 
involve  a  large  expense  for  an  independent  stump  scale  on  the  cuttings  for  the  last 
25  years.  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  recommending  this  but  feel  that  if  any  expense 
is  to  be  incurred  in  this  regard  it  ought  to  be  borne  by  the  Government  itself  in 
making  a  stump  scale  of  these  lands. 

If  it  is  desired,  I  should  be  pleased  to  take  up  the  matter  in  conference  with  you. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Daniel  H.  Grady,  Special  Counsel. 


William  F.  Shea, 
Attorney  at  Law, 
Ashland,  Wis.,  March  8,  1928. 
Mr.  Daniel  Grady, 

Portage,  Wis. 
My  Dear  Grady:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant.     You  say  "it  has 
been  reported  that  the  actual  cut  from  the  reservation  is  shown  by  the  books  of 
the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  to  be  about  15  per  cent  overrun  on  the  log  scale,"  and 
you  wish  me  to  let  you  know  whether  this  is  the  fact. 

Any  lumberman  will  tell  you  that  the  mill  tally  should  overrun  the  log  scale 
the  overrun  differing  according  to  the  kind  and  quality  of  the  timber.  As  a 
general  rule,  in  pine  timber  such  as  there  was  on  the  Bad  River  reservation,  this 
overrun  should  be  from  22  to  25  per  cent  and  in  hardwood  from  12  to  15  per  cent. 
While  I  have  no  knowledge  or  information  concerning  the  disparity  in  this  instance 
between  the  log  scale  and  the  mill  tally,  yet  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  it  would  be 
approxiniately  25  per  cent  on  the  pine  and  probably  15  per  cent  on  the  hardwood. 
Trusting  this  answers  your  question,  I  am. 
Yours  truly, 

William  F.  Shea. 


Wheaton,   III.,  January  3,  1927. 
Hon.  Daniel  H.  Grady, 

Portage,   Wis. 

Dear  Mr.  Grady:  On  the  22d  last  past,  at  Madison,  you  requested  that  I 
give  you  the  data  on  the  mill  scale  as  compared  with  the  woods  scale  as  shown  on 
the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  books. 

Of  course  you  understand  this  subject  relates  to  the  timber  cut  from  the  entire 
reservation  and  is  not  confined  to  the  sixteenth  section,  or  the  swamp  lands  that 
the  State  is  especially  interested  in. 

On  page  32,  of  book  No.  2,  for  the  year  1896  we  find  a  record  and  comparative 
list  of  the  figures,  as  follows: 
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Date 

Mill  scale 

Logs 

Feet 

April 

2,618 
30,  215 
28,  254 
32,  383 
31,834 
30,  297 
10,  513 

229,480 
3, 478.  270 
3,  686, 310 

May 

June . 

July 

3,  295,  550 
3,111,540 

August 

September .  . 

3,  097,  410- 

October.. 

1, 021,  790 

Total-- 

166, 114 

17, 920, 350^ 

0 

20,346 
50,  299 
26,  293 
34,  799 
23,482 

}          5,414 

}          4, 754 
727 

2,  357,  960 
4,  833,  800' 
3, 088,  520 
4, 932, 740' 

s 

D 

E 

I 

1,924,400' 

OK 

J 

237,  780' 

FP... 

J.J.N 

431, 3601 

Mis 

133, 790 

166, 114 

17,920,350 

Woods  scale 

A 

Logs 

Feet 

0 

20, 330 
50, 147 
23,  965 
29,545 
25,500 
147 
10,  690 
5,414 

1,  688,  540" 

s 

4, 410,  670 

D 

2,  792,  740' 

E 

3,  087, 480 

I 

1,  985,  550 

N.  W.  L.  Co 

42,  890 

J.  J.  M.c ..                             

951,  620- 

Ed.  Brown 

237,  780 

165,  738 

15,197,370' 

You  will,  therefore,  see  that  the  mill  scale  is  about  15  per  cent  in  excess  of 
the  wood  scale  on  the  books  of  the  company  for  the  entire  year  of  1896. 

The  figures  indicate  log  marks,  but  are  only  placed  there  to  make  the  copy 
of  the  book  record  accurate. 

As  I  have  told  before,  I  have  had  no  access  to  the  books  of  the  company  since 
I  examined  the  books  under  court  order  in  December,  1924. 

Again  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  comparative  scalo 
figures  should  be  given  no  special  consideration  in  computing  the  timber  removed 
from  the  sixteenth  sections  and  swamp  lands,  that  has  not  been  paid  for. 

The  stump  sCale  is  the  only  test  that  we  desire  to  apply  in  the  case  of  the 
so-called  school  and  swamp  lands. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Oliver  M.  Olson. 


Wheaton,  III.,  November  17,  1925. 
Hon.  Daniel  H.  Grady, 

Portage,  Wis. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Grady:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  received.  I  was  at  Milwaukee 
for  several  days  last  week  and  hence  the  delay  in  this  my  answer  to  you. 

In  No.  1  of  your  letter  I  inclose  herewith  tabulated  result  of  my  scale,  marked 
"Exhibit  A." 

I  shall  answer  No.  2  of  your  letter  later.  I  want  to  check  up  on  some  of  my 
data  further  before  I  answer  that. 

There  is  only  one  item  that  needs  to  be  explained  about  Exhibit  A.  Items 
Nos.  1  and  2  being  40-acre  tracts,  being  the  extreme  opposite  40-acre  tracts^ 
in  this  section  were  chosen  and  scaled  by  me  for  a  purpose. 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES      1901 

In  November,  1903,  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  cut  2,297,640  feet  of  lumber 
from  section  16-46-2;  therefore,  if  we  assume  that  they  cut  all  of  this  2,297,640 
feet  from  these  two  particular  forties  that  I  selected  to  scale,  and  this  item 
was  paid  for  just  recently,  then  the  figures  show  that  there  is  still  1,841,740  feet 
of  timber  taken  from  these  two  forties  not  yet  paid  for,  and  it  hardly  possible. 
So  far  I  have  not  succeeded  in  getting  the  information  from  the  Indian  Bureau 
or  from  the  lumber  company  as  to  just  what  particular  forties  this  2,297,640  feet 
was  cut  and  how  much  from  each.  It  is  j  ust  lumped  off  as :  B .  "  cut  in  November, 
1903,  from  section  16-42-3,  2,297,640  feet." 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  not  a  single  page  of  account  was 
kept  of  the  timber  cut  on  any  of  the  swamp  or  school  lands  by  the  Indian  Bureau 
previous  to  1908.  The  Indian  agent,  S.  W.  Campbell  knew  that  the  timber 
-was  being  cut  in  1903  and  at  other  times  by  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  and  the 
said  company  has  not  paid  for  a  stick  of  timber  cut  from  any  of  the  swamp  or 
school  lands  cut  previous  to  the  year  1908  except  for  the  item  of  2,297,640  feet 
cut  from  section  16-46-2,  and  another  item  of  203,750  feet  cut  from  section 
16-47-2,  which  was  lumped  together  in  the  one  account  and  for  which  a  check 
was  recently  handed  to  Superintendent  Everest  for  the  sum  of  $23,885.77,  and 
referred  to  by  him  as  a  "Christmas  present  entirely  unexpected." 

The  tabulated  scale  speaks  for  itself,  and  is  an  accurate  statement  of  the  facts 
and  can  be  established  by  the  testimony  of  my  scalers. 
Yours  trulv, 

Olivek  M.  Olson. 

Exhibit  A 

November  17,  1925. 
^tump  scale  of  J^O-acre  tracts  of  land  on  the  Bad  River  Indian  Reservation  in  Ashland 
County,  Wis.,  by  Oliver  M.  Olson 


Description  of  th^  land 


1.  NE.  M  NE.  ^  sec.  16-46-2. 

2.  SW.  M  SW.  M  sec.  16-46-2, 

3.  Lot  No.  8,  sec.  15-48-3 

4.  Lot  No.  9,  sec.  15-48-3 

5.  SE.  14  SE.  M  sec.  16-48-3.. 

6.  E.  M  NE.  J4  sec.  36-47-3.. 


Timber  cuti  Amount  of 
from  this   i     timber 


land 


paid  for 


Feet 

2,  332,  070 

1,  059, 120 

269,  a50 

72,290 

432,  610 

1  1,  356,  910 


Feet 
185,  030 

66,  780 
103,  590 

46,  320 
130 


Timber  cut 
but  not 
paid  for 


Feet 
2, 147, 040 
992,  340 
165,  460 
25,  970 
432,  480 


1 180,000  feet,  fraudulent  land  purchase  for  $1,440  with  timber;  1,176,910  feet  and  land. 

The  following  are  estimate  scale  figures  by  me  taken  from  the  partial  and 
incomplete  scale  as  made  by  the  United  States  Government  scaler's  data. 


Description  of  the  land 

Timber  cut 

from  this 

land 

Amount  of 
timber 
paid  for 

Timber  cut 
but  not 
paid  for 

7    SW  J4  SW  J^sec  16-48-3 

Feet 
160. 170 
129, 755 
117,  625 
377,  220 
356,  055 

Feet 

6,520 

17,  205 

None. 

48, 145 

130 

Feet 
153, 650 

8.  NE.  ]4  SE.  ]4,  sec.  16-48-3 

112, 550 

9.  SE.  M  SW.  ]4,  sec.  16-48-3                 - 

117, 625 

10    SW  J^  SE   J4  sec  16-48-3 . 

329,  075 

11.  SE.  14  SE.  Msec.  16-48-3 

355, 925 

(By  comparing  the  last  item  with  the  fifth  tract  it  will  be  noted  that  this  is  the  same  40-acre  tract  of  land. 
I  make  note  of  this  to  show  that  my  estimate  is  low,  as  compared  with  my  scale.) 


1902     SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 

Stump  scale,  new  cutting:  N^E.  }i  NE.  }i  section  16,  township  I4,  north  of  range 

2  west 


TTiTiH                                          1  Diameter 
^"'^                                            (inches) 

Number  of 
trees 

Number  of 
feet  per  tree 

Total  scale 

White  pine 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

19 
77 
39 
67 
38 
66 
48 
64 
66 
78 
74 
71 
44 
41 
48 
32 
32 
13 
15 
12 
8 
5 
1 
4 
] 
1 
2 
1 

20 

20 

50 

50 

100 

130 

150 

180 

180 

300 

340 

390 

420 

590 

600 

380 

Do 

Do— - 

Do 

Do 

1,540 
1,950 
3,350 
3,800 
8,  580 
7,200 

Do - 

12 
13 
14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

Do                                         

Do 

11,520 

Do       

11,880 

Do - - — 

23,  400 

Do    -  — 

25. 160 

Do 

27  690 

Do - 

18,  480 
24,  190 

Do           

Do - 

•2S.  800 

Do    --- 

700  '            22  400 

Do 

660 

910 

860 

1,150 

20,800 
11,830 
12,900 

Do 

Do           -                                 

Do 

IS.  800 

Do    - 

1,  190  1              9,  520 
1,470  i              7,350 

Do - 

Do  -.- --- -- 

1,480  1              1,480 

Do 

1, 510                f),  040 

Do - 

1,830                1,830 

Do                                     

2,090                2,090 

Do... 

1,950  '              3,900 

Do       - - 

2, 150                2,  150 

Total.-- 

967 

314,  010 

Norway 

12 
14 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
23 
24 

2 

1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

110                    110 

Do    -- - 

160                    320 

Do 

270                    270 

Do    

350                    350 

Do 

390  1              1,580 

Do 

470                    470 

Do 

530  j                  530 

Do.-- - 

540  '                 540 

Do              .                                              

730                    730 

Do.--- 

730                    730 

Do           .  -                       

790 

1,580 

Total 

16 

7,190 

Hemlock 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 

1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 

10 
20 
40 
40 
50 
70 
100 
110 
140 

10 

Do           

20 

Do 

40 

Do    

SO 

Do 

200 

Do 

140 

Do 

200 

Do :. 

110 

Do 

140 

Total 

15 

940 

SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES      1903 
Stump  scale:  NE.  }i  NE.  \i  section  16,  township  46,  north  of  range  2  west 


Kind 

Diameter 
(inches) 

Number  of 
trees 

Number  of 
feet  per  tree 

Total  scale 

White  pine 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

13 

94 

258 

211 

287 

124 

493 

316 

460 

377 

481 

370 

440 

354 

321 

262 

222 

193 

134 

87 

61 

49 

19 

18 

23 

6 

4 

3 

2 

2 

10 

20 

20 

50 

50 

100 

130 

150 

180 

180 

300 

340 

390 

420 

590 

600 

700 

650 

910 

860 

1,100 

1,190 

1,470 

1,480 

1,510 

1,830 

2,090 

1,950 

2,150 

2,370 

2,550 

2,850 

130 

Do 

1,880 
5,160 
10,  550 
14,350 
12,400 
64,090 
57  400 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

82,800 
67,860 
144,300 
125,800 
171, 600 
148,  680 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do              

Do 

Do 

189,390 
157,200 
155.400 

Do 

Do 

Do 

125,450 
121,940 
54,820 
70,150 
58,310 
17,930 
26,640 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do - 

Do 

Do 

34, 730 

Do 

10,980 
8,360 
5,850 
4,300 

Do 

Do 

Do           ..      .. 

Do 

4,740 

Do 

36  1                   1 

37  1                   1 

2,550 

Do 

2,850 

Total 

I            5,686 

1,958,590 

Norway  pine -.- ... 

8,                   1 

30 
50 
80 
90 

110 
160 
160 
180 
220 
270 
350 
390 
470 
530 
640 
730 
790 

30 

Do 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

2 

1 
1 
3 
3 
3 
4 
7 
8 

19 
7 

12 
5 
6 

10 

100 

Do 

80 

Do 

90 

Do 

330 

Do        

480 

Do 

480 

Do 

720 

Do 

1,540 

Do.- 

2,160 

Do 

6,650 
2,730 

Do 

Do 

5,640 

Do 

2,650 

Do           

3,840 

Do.. 

7,300 

Do  - 

24  1                   6 

4,740 

Do 

25  1                    3  1                980 

2,940 

Do 

26  1                   5 
28  1                   2 
30  i                   1 

920 
1,190 
1,960 

4,600 

Do 

2,380 

Do 

1,960 

Total 

109 

51, 440 

Timber  cut  from 

section  16- 

-46- 

-2 

Subdivision 

Time  cut 

Feetage 

NE 

K  NE.  yi  . 

1918  and  1919. 
do 

185,030 

NW 

.  JiNE.^_. 

820, 520 

SW 

34NE.35  .- 

do 

03,  740 

RE 

34  NE.  J4 

do     

34.^,  350 

NE 

H  NW.  ]4, 

do 

1, 170, 350 

NW 

.  M  NW.  \i.. 

do 



. 

1,129,470 

SW 

JiNW.  34-. 

do 

1,237,705 

SE 

M  NW.  M 

do 

645, 370 

NE 

M  sw.  34 

do 

357,  760 

NW 

•  MSW.  J^.. 

do 

617, 070 

SW 

SE 

MSW.  Ji... 
JiSW.  >i 

MSE.^.... 
.MSE.  Ji  — 

^SE.  ^-.- 

34  SE.  34 

'-'--'- 

do 

1912  to  1919 

66,780 
76,130 

NE 

1918  and  1919. 

do 

do 

do 

553, 010 

NW 
SW 
SE 

.... 

470, 830 
141, 280 
114,860 

Total  from  this  section, 

new 

cutting 

.... 



7, 995, 255 

1904     SURVEY  OF  COXDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 
Stump  scale:  SW.  }{  SW.  %  section  16,  township  46,  north  of  range  2  west 


Diameter 
(inches) 

Number  of 
trees 

Number  of 
feet  per  tree 

Total  scale 

White  pine      -  -      -      .  .  - --            

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

a5 

36 
37 

38 
3t9 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
51 
52 

86 
162 
102 
161 
39 
181 
53 
100 
43 
98 
50 
66 
53 
57 
35 
28 
15 
30 
20 
9 
11 
15 
11 
34 
4 
11 
9 

15 
11 
14 
3 
6 
4 
10 
1 
8 
9 
9 
2 
4 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 

20 

20 

50 

50 

100 

130 

150 

180 

180 

300 

340 

390 

420 

590 

600 

700 

650 

910 

860 

1,150 

1,190 

1,470 

1,480 

1,510 

1,830 

2,090 

1,950 

2,150 

2,370 

2,550 

2,850 

3,290 

2.610 

3,470 

3,690 

3,930 

4,290 

4,440 

4,460 

4,310 

4,550 

4,780 

5,500 

6,040 

5,760 

1  720 

Do -- 

3,340 

Do            

5, 100 

Do 

8,050 

Do           - 

3  900 

Do - —  - -  — 

23,530 

Do .— 

7,950 

Do                            - 

18  000 

Do 

7,740 

Do           - -■— . 

29,400 

Do 1- - - 

17,000 
25,740 

Do -- 

Do - 

22,260 

Do    

33,  630 
21  000 

Do 

Do 

19,600 

Do              

9,750 

Do.- - - 

27,300 

Do         -.- 

17,  200 

Do 

10,350 
13, 090 

Do    

Do                            -      — 

22, 050 

Do 

16, 280 

Do               

51,340 

Do - 

7,320 

Do         

22, 990 

Do 

17, 550 

Do - 

32,250 

Do 

26,070 

Do — 

35,700 
8,550 

Do                 

Do - - - 

19,740 

Do       

10, 440 

Do 

34,700 

Do       

3,690 

Do 

31,440 
38,610 
39,960 

Do 

Do 

Do 

8,920 
17,240 

9,100 
14,340 

Do          

Do..-. 

Do 

Do 

11,000 
6,040 

Do    

Do... - - 

5,760 

Total 

1,688 

816, 730 

Norway  Pine  _ 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
34 

1 

17 

48 

35 

67 

24 

113 

44 

72 

54 

78 

37 

32 

17 

10 

12 

8 

2 

8 

2 

6 

6 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

30 

30 

60 

80 

90 

110 

160 

160 

180 

220 

270 

350 

390 

470 

530 

640 

730 

790 

980 

920 

1,060 

1,190 

1.380 

1,  550 

1,720 

1,960 

10 

Do 

510 

Do -  - 

1,440 

Do 

2,100 
6,960 

Do-.- 

Do              

2,160 
12, 430 

Do - - 

Do    

7,040 

Do       .            

11  520 

Do - 

9,720 
17, 160 

Do              

Do 

9,990 

Do - - 

11,200 

Do                 

6,630 
4,700 
6,360 

Do 

Do •      . 

Do                 .  -- 

6  820 

Do 

1,460 

Do          

6,320 

Do 

1,960 

Do 

4,600 
5,300 

Do       

Do 

4,  760 

Do 

2,  760 

Do                

1,  .')50 

Do 

l,72(t 

Do 

l,96t 

Total 

700 

148, 140 

SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES     1905 
Stump  scale:  SW,  }i  SW.  J4  section  16,  township  46,  north  of  range  2  west — Con. 


Diameter 
(inches) 

■   ■■'■V 

Number  of 
trees 

Number  of 
feet  per  tree 

Total  scale 

Maple  

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
18 
20 
23 

5 
8 
2 

5 
3 
3 
2 

4 

1 
1 
1 

30 
40 
60 
90 
120 
160 
200 
230 
320 
350 
490 

150 

Do       

320 

Do              

120 

Do                                      

450 

Do 

360 

Do           

480 

Do                        

400 

Do 

920 

Do           - 

320 

Do                             

350 

Do    

490 

Total                      

35 

4.360 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
22 

2 
4 
1 
1 
5 
2 
4 
3 
4 
4 
3 
3 
1 

20 
30 
40 
70 
90 
130 
150 
190 
190 
220 
260 
320 
350 

40 

Do            - - -- 

120 

Do --- - - 

40 

Do       .-- - 

70 

Do              -             

450 

Do    -.- 

260 

Do           - 

600 

Do                                  

370 

Do       - - - 

760 

Do           - 

880 

Do                                          -         -.-.  . 

780 

Do       - - - 

960 

Do             -            — 

350 

Do    — --- 

2  i                380 

760 

Total      

39 

6,640 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

1 
5 
4 

1 
4 
5 
2 

1 

20 
30 
50 
70 
90 
120 
150 
190 

20 

Do             -                   

150 

Do    

200 

Do           

70 

Do --- 

360 

Do       -- 

600 

Do              -      -             - - 

300 

Do    - - 

190 

Total      -               - 

23 

1,890 

10 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
20 
26 

1 
6 
2 
3 

\ 

1 
1 

30 
60 
100 
140 
150 
190 
360 
690 

30 

Do           

360 

Do - - - 

200 

Do       

420 

Do 

150" 

Do    - — 

380 

Do             -            .               

360 

Do 

690 

Total      -            .                   

17 

2,590 

Elm     

7 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
31 
32 
36 
40 

3 

5 
6 
4 
6 
3 

16 
3 

11 
7 
9 
9 
5 
8 
6 
7 
3 
5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 

20 
30 
40 
50 
70 
90 
100 
140 
190 
200 
260 
320 
360 
340 
420 
450 
520 
580 
550 
830 
920 
1,040 
1,150 
1,310 
1,420 
1,530 

60 

Do                                             

150 

200 

200 

Do                                  -      -             

420 

Do - - 

270 

Do    --- 

1,600 

420 

Do 

2,090 

Do — 

1,400 

Do 

2,340 

2,880 

Do 

1,800 

Do - - -- 

2,520 

2,520 

3,150 

Do - - 

1,560 

Do    

2,900 

Do                -                                     

1,100 

1,660 

Do - 

1,840 

Do    

2,080 

Do                                                         

3,450 

1,310 

Do 

1,420 

Do 

1,530 

130 

1 

"40, 870 

1 

26465— 30— PT  5 3  . 


1906     SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 
Stump  scale:  SW.  }i  SW.  }i  section  16,  township  ^6,  north  of  range  2  west — Con. 


Diameter 
(inches) 

Number  of 
trees 

Number  of 
feet  per  tree 

Total  scale 

Ash                     

8 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
18 
19 
20 
22 
29 

2 
4 
4 
5 
3 
4 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

20 

40 

60 

70 

90 

110 

140 

190 

260 

320 

350 

480 

920 

4Q 

Do 

160 

Do    - 

240 

Do                                 

350 

Do -— - - - 

270 

Do           - 

440 

Do - - - 

140 

Do    - 

380 

Do                               

520 

Do 

320 

Do       

350 

Do 

480 

Do 

920 

Total 

31  !..... 

4,610 

Do                   - 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
28 
29 
30 
32 
33 

4 
18 
22 
23 
10 
19 
11 
11 
3 
8 
7 
3 
4 
6 
2 
1 
2 
6 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 

10 

20 

40 

40 

50 

70 

100 

110 

120 

140 

210 

260 

260 

330 

390 

450 

540 

600 

680 

710 

950 

1,070 

1,140 

1,210 

1,310 

40 

Do 

360 

Do         

880 

Do                                                       

920 

Do 

500 

Do                          

1,330 

Do - - 

1,100 

Do          

1,210 

Do 

360 

Do         - 

1,120 

Do                                   .- 

1,470 

Do - - 

780 

Do                                 

1,040 

Do —  - 

1,980 

Do              - - 

780 

Do - 

450 

Do    - 

1,080 

Do                            

3,600 

Do - - 

2,  720 

Do              - 

1,420 

Do 

1,900 

Do                - - 

2, 140 

Do                                                

2,280 

Do      — - - 

1,  210 

Do 

2,620 

Total 

175 

33,290 

Stump  scale:  Lot  8,  section  15,  township  48,  north  of  range  3  west 


Kind 

Diameter 
(inches) 

Number  of 
trees 

Number  of 
feet  per  tree 

Total  scale 

White  pine 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
33 
34 
36 
37 
40 
41 

5 

20 
20 
24 
18 
50 
23 
37 
27 
30 
23 

20 

30 

50 

50 

70 

80 

110 

120 

150 

140 

190 

250 

320 

370 

390 

420 

470 

550 

620 

710 

810 

050 

1,050 

1.080 

1,130 

1,250 

1,370 

1,480 

1,460 

1,480 

1,620 

100 

Do  ..           - 

600 

Do 

1,000 

Do 

1,200 

Do - 

1,260 

Do 

4,000 

Do                           

3,530 

Do 

4,440 

Do          

4,050 

Do 

4,200 

Do 

4,370 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

7,750 
4,800 
6,660 
1,560 
7,140 
4,700 
7, 150 
8,060 
18,460 
8,910 

Do        

12,350 

Do 

11,550 

Do 

8,640 

Do           

1.130 

Do 

6,250 

Do 

8,220 

Do              

1,480 

Do 

2,900 

Do 

1,480 

Do::::::;::::::;::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::.:...:: 

1,620 

Total 

484 



168,560 

SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN   UNITED  STATES      1907 
Stump  scale:  Lot  8,  section  15,  toivnship  48,  north  of  range  3  west — Continued 


Diameter 
(inches) 

Number  of  |  Number  of 
trees       jfeet  per  tree 

1 

Total  scale 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

4                    20 
4  1                  30 

80 

Do                 -.     

120 

Do 

8 
21 
14 
24 
17 

50 
50 

80 
110 
]4n 

400 

Do 

1,050 

Do 

1,120 

Do 

2,640 

Do 

2,380 

Do 

21  !                150 
11  i                180 
21  i                200 
15  !                220 
17  I                290 
19  I                290 

3,150 

Do                                      ....      - 

1,980 

Do 

4,200 

Do 

3,300 

Do         -          .                    

4,930 

Do 

5,510 

Do.... 

34 

15 

12 

14 

9 

9 

3 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

390 

470 

560 

630 

770 

890 

1,010 

1,120 

1,220 

1,480 

1,210 

1,380 

10,880 

Do                               

7,050 

Do... 

6,720 

Do.. - 

8,840 

Do                        -                 .                            -             . 

6,930 

Do -. 

8,010 

Do... 

3,030 

Do 

5,600 

Do 

1,220 

Do :.. - 

1,480 

Do 

3,630 

Do 

1,389 

Total 

303 

95,630 

Spruce 

8 
9 
11 
12 
14 
15 
16 

5 
3 

15 
10 
3 
2 
5 

20 
40 
70 
110 
170 
200 
190 

100 

Do       

120 

Do..-. 

1.050 

Do 

1,100 

Do :.: ::::.:::::::::::::::...:.::: 

510 

Do 

400 

Do 

950 

Total 

43 

4,230 

Oak- 

9 
10 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

1  i                  30 

30 

Do 

2 

7 
3 
2 

7 
9 
4 
2 

1 
1 
1 

40 
90 
100 
140 
200 
230 
220 
280 
350 
390 
490 

80 

Do 

630 

Do... 

300 

Do 

280 

Do..-. 

1,400 

Do 

2,070 

Do... 

880 

Do 

560 

Do        

350 

Do .- 

390 

Do 

490 

Total 

40 

7,460 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
14 
15 
17 
18 

Tamrack 

2 
9 
4 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

20 

50 

70 

70 

110 

170 

200 

350 

370 

40 

Do — „ 

450 

Do           

280 

Do.. 

140 

Do.. -. 

330 

Do 

170 

Do 

200 

Do 

350 

Do 

370 

Total 

24 

1 
1 

2,330 

Ash 

7 
8 
9 
10 
12 
16 
19 

1 
2 
3 

1 

1 

1  1 

20  ! 
20 
30 
40 

90  ! 
210  j 
350  1 

20 

Do 

40 

Do 

90 

Do 

40 

Do 

90 

Do - 

210 

Do 

350 

Total 

10 

i 

849 

1 
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Madison,  Wis.,  December  21,  1927. 
Hon.  Daniel  H.  Grady, 

Portage,  Wis. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Grady:  The  contents  of  your  letter  of  recent  date  addressed 
to  Wheaton,  III.,  was  sent  me  by  my  wife.     I  have  been  in  Madison  now  for 
over  a  week,  looking  up  some  records  and  matters,  and  I  am  now  pleased  to 
report  to  you  somewhat  at  length  on  various  angles  of  the  Indian  matters. 

On  November  17,  1925,  I  reported  to  you  figures  the  results  of  my  stump 
scale  on  the  Bad  River  Reservation  as  follows: 

Stu?np  scale  of  40-acre  tracts  of  land  on  the  Bad  River  Indian  Reservation  in  Ash- 
land County,  Wis.,  by  Oliver  M.  Olson 


Description  of  the  land 


Timber  cut 

Amount  of 

from  this 

timber 

land 

paid  for 

Feet 

Feet 

2,332,070 

185,030 

1, 059, 120 

66,  780 

269, 050 

103, 590 

72,290 

46,320 

432,  610 

130 

1,356,910 

(0 

Timber  cut 
but   not 
paid  for 


NE.  H,  NE.  H  sec.  16-46-2 
SW.  H,  SW.  }4  sec.  16-46-2 

Lot  8,  sec.  15-48-3 

Lot  9,  sec.  15-48-3 

SE.  ^  SE.  14  sec.  16-48-3--. 
E.  H  NE.  H  sec.  36-47-3— 


Feet 

2, 147, 040 

992,340 

165, 460 

25,  970 

432,480 


»■  This  was  a  fraudulent  land  purchase  for  $1,440,  with  timber. 

At  the  same  time  I  gave  you  figures  on  five  40-acre  tracts  on  section  16-48-3 
which  I  am  herewith  quoting  and  calling  to  your  attention  that  they  were  only 
estimates,  but  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  fifth  item  (SE.  }i  SE.34)  I  am 
herewith  quoting  my  report  to  you  of  said  date  as  follows: 

The  following  are  estimate  scale  figures  by  me  taken  from  the  partial  and 
incomplete  scale  as  made  by  the  United  States  Government  scaler's  data: 


Description  of  the  land 


Timber  cut 

Amount  of 

from  this 

timber  paid 

land 

for 

Feet 

Feet 

160, 170 

6,520 

129,  755 

17,205 

117, 625 

None. 

377,220 

48, 145 

356, 065 

130 

Timber  cut 
but  not 
paid  for 


SW.  yi  SW.  H  sec.  16-48-3 
NE.  H  SE.  H  sec.  16-48-3. 
SE.JiSW.Ji  sec.  16-48-3. 
SW.  14  SE.  H  sec.  16^8-3- 
SE.  H  SE.  H  sec.  1&-48-3.. 


Feet 
163,650 
112, 550 
117,625 
329,  076 
355,  925 


You  will  see,  Mr.  Grady,  I  did  not  have  access  to  Mr.  Burns's  complete  report 
on  these  five  forties  of  this  section,  and  from  my  information,  you  will  notice 
under  the  first  column  the  estimate  is  too  high,  as  I  total  these  figures  that 
amount  to  1,140,775,  whereas  on  page  91  of  the  photostatic  copies,  being  a  sum- 
mary of  section  16-48-3,  Mr.  Burns  reported  a  total  of  676,880  feet.  You  will 
also  notice  he  allowed  15  per  cent  for  completely  burned  stumps,  or  101,532  feet, 
giving  a  total  of  the  timber  cut  from  these  five  forties  as  778,412  feet;  this  is  as 
reported  to  you  last  June  by  Assistant  Commissioner  E.  B.  Meritt,  which  was 
taken  from  memoranda  dated  August  17,  1925,  and  found  on  page  8  of  photo- 
static copy  (there  seems  to  be  1  foot  variance) . 

I  had  access  only  to  the  scaler's  report  at  that  time,  and  I  doubled  his  figures 
and  then  added  26  per  cent,  which  accounts  for  the  overestimate  in  this  case. 

Since  you  sent  me  the  photostatic  copy  last  August,  it  has  been  i)ossible  to 
compare  in  addition  to  the  one  forty  above  referred  to,  the  NE.  yi  NE.  >i  section 
lfr-4&-2,  and  SW.  Yi  SW.  Ya  section  16-46-2.  These  you  will  find  tabulated 
on  pages  64  and  69  of  the  photostatic  copy,  but  for  your  convenience,  if  you 
will  turn  to  page  74,  the  summary  of  his  report  for  section  16-46-2,  shows  that 
he  allowed  only  6  per  cent  for  completely  burned-out  stumps.  Thus  Mr.  Burns 
reports  for  the  NE.  Y*  NE.  Ya  section  16-46-2,  862,530  feet.  Mr.  Burns,  there- 
fore, reports  905,656  feet  on  this  forty  as  not  being  paid  for,  which  you  will  com- 
pare with  No.  1  in  my  report  to  you,  above.  Again,  for  the  SW.  Y*  SW.  Y*  section 
16-46-2,  allowing  6  per  cent  for  completely  burned-out  stumps,   Mr.  Burns, 


j 
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therefore,  reports  318,559  feet  as  the  timber  taken  from  this  40-acre  tract,  not 
paid  for.     This  j^ou  will  compare  with  my  scale  of  same  40,  No.  2,  above. 

At  this  time  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  while  I  scaled  all 
the  stumps,  separating  as  our  judgment  directed  the  old  from  the  new  cutting 
in  each  instance,  after  which  we  deducted  from  the  total  amount  cut  such  as  had 
been  paid  for  according  to  the  records  of  the  Indian  agency  for  each  40-acre  tract, 
and  in  this  way  arrived  at  the  amount  of  timber  cut  and  not  paid  for. 

Mr.  Burns,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  pretend  to  scale  anything  except  what 
in  his  judgment  he  termed  "old  cutting."  For  some  reason  the  old  cutting  was 
considered  by  Mr.  Burns  to  be  that  cut  previous  to  the  year  1894.  You  will 
therefore  see  that  Mr.  Burns's  scale  would  fall  far  short  of  the  actual  amount 
cut  in  many  instances,  since  it  would  be  necessary  to  add  his  scale  on  each  40- 
acre  tract  to  that  cut  and  paid  for  and  credited  to  such  40-acre  tract  on  the  records 
of  the  agency.  Again  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  which  is  admitted  b<'  the 
Indian  agent,  P.  S.  Everest,  that  no  books  or  records  whatever  were  kept  by  the 
agency  previous  to  the  year  1908  for  timbers  cut  and  removed  from  sections  16 
or  the  swamp  lands.  It  is  also  admitted  that  millions  of  feet  of  timber  were  cut 
and  removed  from  sections  16  and  the  swamp  lands  between  the  vears  1894 
and  1908. 

At  this  time  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Burns  did  not  scale 
any  of  the  swamp  lands.  Please  turn  to  page  112  of  the  photostatic  copy,  and 
you  have  the  letter  dated  September  3,  1914,  being  a  15-page  report  to  the"  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  signed  by  J.  P.  Kinney,  chief  supervisor  of  forests, 
and  concurred  in  by  Mark  L.  Burns,  lumberman.  On  page  124  or  94,  being 
the  thirteenth  page  of  the  letter,  j'ou  will  notice  the  estimate  made  for  these 
various  sections  16,  and  on  the  last  paragraph  on  this  page,  we  quote: 

"Thus  the  most  liberal  estimate  of  the  trespass  on  the  six  sections  16  would  be 
19,000,000  feet.  Adding  to  this  another  million  for  trespass  upon  swamp  lands, 
of  whicli  we  find  slight  evidence,  we  have  a  total  of  20,000,000  feet." 

Why  Mr.  Burns  did  not  scale  any  tracts  of  swamp  land  I  do  not  understand, 
since  he  admitted  as  above  quoted  that  there  was  timber  cut  from  such  swamp 
lands  not  paid  for. 

In  my  selecting  various  tracts  for  our  test  scale  under  your  direction  in  the 
spring  of  1925,  I  therefore  scaled  lots  8  and  9,  both  of  section  15-48-3,  as  reported 
to  you  above. 

Lot  8  contained  73.50  acres.     Lot  9,  same  section,  contained  35.20  acres. 

These  two  lots  are  included  in  the  3,080.29  acres  owned  by  the  Ashland  Boom  & 
Canal  Co.  by  conveyance  from  the  State  to  owners  and  incorporators  of  said 
company  in  1882. 

After  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  on  January  7,  1918,  held  that 
the  16th  section  in  each  of  the  6  townships  on  the  Bad  River  Reservation  never 
did  belong  to  the  State,  but  that  the  title  was  in  the  Government  in  trust  for 
the  Indians  (245  U.  S.  436) .  L.  K.  Baker,  then  the  owner  of  the  J.  S.  Stearns 
Lumber  Co.,  an  Illinois  corporation,  and  the  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.,  a 
Wisconsin  corporation,  had  a  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  approved 
June  7,  1919,  published  June  11,  1919,  that  provided  "this  act  shall  take  effect 
upon  passage  and  publication"  and  being  chapter  322  of  the  statute  provided  for 
the  refund  of  moneys  by  the  State  for  any  lands  sold  by  the  State  to  which  the 
State  had  no  title. 

The  section  of  the  paragraph  above  referred  to  being  24.34  contains  this 
provision,  quoting  "providing  that  no  money  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  par- 
ticipating in  such  fraud."  Under  this  section  a  claim  was  put  in  against  the 
State  for  lands  sold  by  the  State  on  section  16,  and  Mr.  Baker,  president  of  the 
Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  received  a  check  for  the  various  tracts  claimed  by  said 
company  in  the  sum  of  $5,406.03.  Other  companies  and  individuals  received 
refunds  for  tracts  claimed  through  title  from  the  State,  in  all  $31,197.41.  Aside 
from  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  those  receiving  checks  for  lands  on  the  Bad  River 
under  this  statute  were  McDerrnott,  $170.88,  being  refund  for  SW.  yi  NE.  ji  sec. 
I6-I7-2  W.;  Marv  Kohout,  refund  $588.30,  being  for  SW.  }i  SW.  }i  sec.  16-48-3 
W.;  and  A.  L.  Osburne,  refund  of  $2,377.20,  being  for  the  entire  section  16-47-1  W. 

The  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.,  through  its  president,  L.  K.  Baker,  and 
treasurer  D,  J.  McMahon,  on  November  24,  1922,  under  above  section  put  in 
claim  for  loss  of  title  against  the  State  at  S1.25  per  acre  for  the  3,080.29  acres, 
the  sum  of  $3,850.37,  together  with  interest  thereon  as  provided  in  said  sections 
24.34  and  24.35  being  6  per  cent  per  annum  simple  interest  from  July  20,  1882, 
to  December  1,  1922,  the  sum  of  $9,336.25,  or  a  total  sum  of  $13,186.62.  This 
land  was  conveyed  by  the  State  to  William  F.  Vilas,  John  H.  Knight,  U,  M.  Fuller, 
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John  A.  Humbird,  and  W.  H.  Phipps  on  July  20,  1882,  under  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  same  year. 

This  is  the  item,  Mr.  Grady,  for  which  a  bill  was  introduced  in  the  legislature 
last  June,  and  known  as  No.'604-S.  This  item  was  never  paid  to  the  Ashland 
Boom  &  Canal  Co.,  as  Attorney  General  Ekern  held  up  such  payment  by  reason 
of  the  failure  of  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  failing  to  account  and  pay  for  timber 
taken  from  such  lands  and  by  reason  of  our  claim  against  the  State  for  such 
timbers  cut  and  removed  from  sections  16  and  these  swamp  lands  by  reason  of 
the  State's  wrongful  conveyance  of  same. 

One  thing  I  should  have  mentioned  is  that  by  formal  resolution,  dated  the 
1 2th  day  of  April,  1918,  the  commissioners  of  public  lands  of  Wisconsin  renounced 
aU  claim  to  the  swamp  land  within  the  Bad  River  Reservation  and  under  the 
swamp-land  grant,  and  asserted  that  they  made  no  claim  for  any  timber  thereon. 
This  was  sent  to  the  Interior  Department  by  H.  M.  Bennett,  chief  clerk  of  said 
commissioners  of  public  lands,  and  settles  the  proposition  of  the  ownership  of 
the  3,080.29  acres  deeded  to  these  lumbermen  by  the  State  in  1882. 

There  is  another  thing  I  desire  to  call  to  your  attention,  and  that  is  that  in 
the  patent  or  conveyance  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  of  this  3,080.29  acres,  both 
the  SMt  authorizing  such  conveyance,  which  is  recited  in  the  deed  of  conveyance, 
contains  the  provision:  "Provided,  That  such  provision  should  only  apply  to 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands  and  to  lands  not  valuable  as  timberlands." 

And  the  deed  of  conveyance  further  recites:  "And  to  parties  applying  to  pur- 
chase said  lands  should  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  to  said  commissioners  that 
the  lands  so  applied  for  are  such  as  they  are  entitled  to  purchase  under  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act." 

And  further,  naming  the  parties:  "Have  furnished  to  the  said  commissioners 
satisfactory  evidence,  and  the  said  commissioners  are  satisfied  that  the  lands 
so  applied  for  *  *  *  are  swamp  and  overflow  lands  within  the  meaning  of 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  approved  on  the  28th  da.y  of  Septem- 
ber, 1850,  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  other  States 
to  reclaim  the  swamp  lands  within  their  limits,'  and  that  the  same  are  not  valu- 
able as  timberlands,  and  that  the  same  are  such  in  all  respects  as  the  said 
parties  are  entitled  to  purchase  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  aforesaid." 

It  should  be  noted  in  this  connection  (Court  of  Claims  of  the  United  States 
No.  30447,  being  the  Mille  Lac  Band  of  Chippewa  Indians,  residing  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota  v.  the  United  States)  that  where  a  40-acre  tract  contains  10,000 
feet  or  over  of  pine  on  same  it  would  be  classified  as  pine  lands,  therefore  valuable 
as  timberlands. 

Now,  Mr.  Grady,  I  desire  to  recall  to  your  attention  under  report  first  above 
referred  to  that  lot  8,  section  15-48-3,  containing  73.50  acres,  and  scaled  by  me, 
shows  that  there  was  cut  and  removed  269,050  feet  of  timber;  likewise  from  lot  9, 
same  section,  there  was  cut  and  removed  from  this  tract  (32.20  acres)  72,290  feet. 
Hence,  you  will  see  that  there  was  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  grantees  in  the  con- 
veyance of  July  20,  1882. 

I  believe,  Mr.  Grady,  I  referred  to  and  sent  you  copies  of  letters,  first  the  one 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  from  B.  M.  Parmenter,  Assistant  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  dated  September  19,  1925  (p.  7,  photostatic  copy), 
and  the  answer  thereto  from  John  H.  Edwards,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
»ior  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  dated  December  18,  1925 
(p.  1,  photostatic  copy),  wherein  the  question  of  who  cut  the  timber  arises,  and 
wherein  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior  professes  that  they  are  u  lable 
to  find  or  ascertain  who  cut  this  timber,  and,  therefore,  closes  the  case  on  behalf 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

From  what  I  have  above  outlined,  it  will  be  easy  to  understand  that  the  J.  S. 
Stearns  Lumber  Co.  and  L.  K.  Baker,  who  owned  both  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber 
Co.  and  the  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.,  would  be  liable  for  this  cutting. 

1  desire  to  say  in  this  connection  that  according  to  the  records  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  incorporation  papers  were  filed  April  10,  1879,  incorporating  the  Ash- 
land Boom  &  Canal  Co.  as  a  domestic  corporation.  The  incorporators  were: 
Walter  R.  Sutherland,  Sam  F.  Fifield,  W.  R.  Durfee,  H.  J.  Jones,  S.  S.  Vaughn, 
Charles  A.  Sheffield,  T.  D.  Green,  and  E.  R.  Green. 

Amended  articles  of  the  association  were  filed  the  26th  of  March,  1881. 

Again,  amendment  was  filed  October  7,  1881.  The  annual  reports  filed  show 
that  L.  K.  Baker  was  president  of  the  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.,  and  each  year 
from  1910  ^o  1923  the  annual  report  shows  the  capital  stock  $10,000,  and  that 
no  business  was  transacted. 
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To  recur,  however,  to  the  incorporation  of  this  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co., 
let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Sutherland  &  Sheffield,  the  first  mill 
owners  in  Ashland,  and  Mr.  Durfee,  the  second  mill  owner,  were  incorporators  of 
this  company.  William  R.  Durfee  was  Indian  agent  of  the  La  Pointe  Agency  in 
Ashland  from  1880  to  1884,  and  that  James  T.  Gregory,  who  succeeded  Durfee 
as  Indian  agent  in  1884  and  continued  till  1888,  was  the  scaler  of  logs  for  the 
Ashland  Boom  &  Canal  Co.;  so  you  see  William  Vilas  and  John  Knight  had  things 
pretty  much  their  own  way  in  controlling  the  logging  and  timber  operations  on 
the  Bad  River  Reservation. 

In  the  fall  of  1893,  J.  S.  Stearns  was  given  a  special  license  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  which  license  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
whereby  J.  S.  Stearns  was  to  have  exclusive  rights  and  privileges  for  the  cutting 
and  removal  of  timber  from  said  reservation.  At  this  time,  or  previous  thereto, 
William  F.  Vilas,  who  had  held  the  position  of  United  States  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  and  at  one  time,  I  believe.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  Presi- 
dent Grover  Cleveland's  Cabinet,  and  his  partner  John  H.  Knight  transferred 
all  their  rights,  title,  and  interest  to  their  holdings  in  the  Ashland  Boom  &  Canal 
Co.  for  and  in  consideration  of  $1  per  thousand  on  all  green  pine  cut,  or  there- 
after to  be  cut  on  said  reservation  (a  part  of  this  history  can  be  learned  from  the 
<;ase  Knight  v.  Stearns,  Ashland  County  Circuit  Court,  filed  May  18,  1901). 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  mismanagement  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  I  might 
quote  from  Maj.  S.  W.  Campbell's  letter  to  the  Indian  commissioner  on  August 
25,  1911: 

"Before  I  came  to  this  agency,  there  were  75,000,000  feet  lost  to  the  Indians 
because  burnt  timber  was  not  taken  care  of  at  the  time  it  was  burnt  and  killed, 
but  it  was  left  on  the  ground  and  worms  got  into  it  and  it  never  was  cut." 

Superintendent  S.  W.  Campbell  became  agent  in  1898  and  the  fire  he  refers  to 
occurred  in  the  years  1896-97,  so  that  it  will  be  noted  he  could  have  saved 
this  timber,  if  he  had  acted  for  the  interest  of  the  Indians,  but  he  waited  until 
1911,  and  then  brings  up  this  flagrant  instance  of  waste,  inefficiency,  and  crooked- 
ness as  a  threat  to  the  Indian  commissioner  just  before  said  Campbell  was  fired 
for  misconduct.  At  the  rate  of  $2  per  thousand  this  75,000,000  feet  of  timber 
lost  to  the  Indians  together  with  interest  thereon  would  amount  to  a  claim 
against  the  United  States  Government  a  sum  of  $420,000. 

It  is  my  contention,  Mr.  Grady,  that  the  State  of  Wisconsin  should  further 
follow  up  the  scaling  of  considerable  more  of  these  tracts  both  on  the  swamp- 
lands and  on  the  sections  16,  so  that  if  it  is  necessary  to  institute  suit,  evidence 
would  be  on  hand  to  establish  the  amount,  kinds,  and  value  of  the  timber 
taken  from  each  tract  (see  last  page  of  the  report  of  O.  M.  McPherson,  special 
supervisor,  in  his  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  page  108  pho- 
tostatic copy) .  I  feel,  too,  that  some  more  time  should  be  spent  on  investigating 
some  of  the  data  in  this  matter. 

I  have  abundant  evidence  to  prove  in  detail  the  assertions  in  the  report  above 
made,  and  while  the  sixth  item  in  the  report  first  above  made,  being  the  E.  }i 
NE.  }i  sec.  36-47-3,  does  not  directly  concern  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  nor  was 
this  item  charged  to  the  State,  I  made  the  scale  of  this  80-acre  tract  with  the 
result  that  I  found  that  there  had  been  removed  1,356,910  feet  of  timber,  or  at 
$8  per  thousand  which  was  the  current  price  at  that  time,  the  Stearns  Lumber 
Co.  received  a  tract  of  land  worth  fully  the  price  that  was  paid,  namely,  $1,440, 
and  they  robbed  the  owner  out  of  $10,855.28  of  timber  that  they  thereafter  cut 
from  this  tract.  In  this  transaction  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  had  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  Indian  agent  and  the  Indian  farmer,  both  of  whom  were  silent 
partners  of  L,  K.  Baker  in  the  lumber  business. 

I  am  also  handing  you  herewith  the  118  pages  of  photostatic  copy  certified  to 
July  30,  1927,  by  E.  B.  Meritt,  assistant  commissioner,  as  requested  by  you. 
Yours  truly, 

Oliver  M.  Olson. 

John  Callahan,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  Mr.  Callahan,  you  are  State  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  are  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  such  position? — A.  Since  July  1,  1921. 
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Q.  I  take  it  you  are  more  or  less  familiar  with  the  school  situation, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  Winnebago  Indians,  and  we  would 
like  to  have  you  tell  us  about  that? — A.  My  first  contact  with  the 
Indian  problem  in  school  affairs  occurred  in  the  Winnebago  section 
in  Juneau  and  Monroe  Counties.  Several  complaints  had  come  in  that 
various  school  boards  were  not  permitting  the  Indians  living  in  those 
districts  to  attend  school.  I  went  to  investigate  the  situation  per- 
sonally and  I  found  that  complaints  were  made  by  some  of  the  1-room 
rural  school,  that  the  Indians  living  in  their  districts  were  not  paying 
taxes,  and  as  it  was  a  great  expense  to  keep  the  schools  open  and  meet 
expenses,  they  felt  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  take  care  of  Indian 
children,  inasmuch  as  they  considered  them  wards  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  they  should  be  taken  care  of  at  the  Government-maintained 
schools  for  Indians  rather  than  burden  the  local  taxpayers  and  school 
districts  to  which  they  paid  very  httle  if  any  taxes.  After  becoming 
familiarized  with  the  situation,  however,  I  advised  them  that  the 
Indian  children  should  be  accorded  school  privileges,  whether  or  not 
their  parents  paid  any  taxes.  At  that  time  the  situation  was  about 
this — 93  to  95  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  running  those  schools  was 
derived  from  local  taxation  and  only  about  5  to  7  per  cent  was  con- 
tributed by  the  State.  That  particular  trouble  has,  I  believe,  been 
almost  entirely  done  away  with  by  legislation  which  the  State  passed 
in  1927  whereby  they  are  rendered  State  and  county  aid.  I  believe 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  has  been  caused  by  the  fact  that  Indian  chil- 
dren, as  a  rule,  do  not  attend  school  very  regularly,  particularly  is 
that  true  of  the  Winnebagos;  the  situation  with  reference  to  the 
Oneidas  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay,  where  their  lands  were  alloted 
some  30  years  ago,  is,  I  believe,  a  great  deal  better.  The  Indians  there 
attend  school  very  regularly. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Do  you  find  that  most  of  the  Indian  children  attend  school? — 
A.  I  would  say  that  there  are  a  few  hundred  children  of  Indian 
parents  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  who  are  not  getting  an  education, 
some  of  them  have  very  little  opportunity  and  others  do  not  have 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  they  have. 

Q.  Do  the  Government  and  denominational  schools  on  these 
reservations  compare  favorably  with  the  public  schools  of  this 
State? — A.  I  have  visited  the  schools  at  Tomah  and  Kashena  two 
or  three  times  and  I  believe  they  are  both  good  schools  so  far  as  Gov 
ernment  schools  go  taldng  into  consideration  the  fact  that  school  is 
conducted  on  a  half-day  basis.  There  are  only  a  few  private  schools 
on  reservations  in  this  State,  not  over  ten  or  a  dozen  I  would  say. 
There  are  two  at  Tomah,  one  Episcopal  and  one  Catholic,  both  I 
believe  are  good  schools;  the  Indians  do  not  pay  to  attend  those 
schools  and  I  understand  some  of  them  get  no  aid  from  the  Govern- 
ment. In  some  cases  I  believe  the  Government  pays  30  or  40  cents 
a  day  for  actual  attendance  of  Indian  children.  We  have  tried  at 
various  times  to  get  aid  for  some  of  these  schools  but  are  told  that 
they  have  no  money;  that  situation  arose  I  believe  at  Radisson  and 
Lacllu  Flambeau.  Some  of  the  schools  like  the  one  hero  at  Tomah 
I  feel  are  doing  very  good  work,  particularly  in  the  vocational  line, 
but  with  the  limited  amount  they  have  to  go  on  and  the  facilities  they 
have  to  work  with  they  can  not  do  very  much. 
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By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  What  do  you  think  of  the  idea  of  educating  the  Indians  along 
vocational  lines? — A.  I  am  in  favor  of  it,  particularly  vocational 
training  along  mechanical  lines  for  which  I  believe  many  of  them  are 
adapted,  and  further  than  that  I  believe  there  should  be  some  sort 
of  a  follow-up  system  so  that  when  the  Indian  completed  his  training 
in  school  he  would  be  assisted  to  a  position  and  looked  after  to  see 
that  he  was  properly  placed  and  in  a  line  of  work  for  which  he  was 
fitted  by  temperament  and  training.  They  are  doing  that  to  some 
extent  at  Tomah  now,  but  as  I  said  before  their  funds  are  limited  and 
they  have  no  money  to  follow  up  with  or  no  one  to  do  the  outside 
work  and  it  is  hard  to  get  the  best  results  under  such  circumstances. 

Q.  When  they  turn  these  Indians  out  of  a  Government  school  now 
they  are  not  trained  for  any  line  of  work? — A.  No;  when  an  Indian 
finishes  the  ninth  grade  he  is  sent  back  home  and  after  he  stays  on 
the  reservation  for  a  while  he  reverts  to  type;  he  lives  the  way  the  rest 
of  them  do,  becomes  under  fed  and  in  a  short  time  has  lost  whatever 
knowledge  he  has  gained  in  school.  The  fact  that  they  can  get  no 
work  after  they  leave  school  is  in  a  large  measure  resonsible  for  this 
condition.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  the  Government  does  not  turn 
out  a  finished  product,  the  Indian  is  not  equipped  by  training  or 
education  to  compete  with  the  white,  he  has  not  had  the  advantage 
of  vocational  training  so  that  he  becomes  a  self-respecting,  self-sup- 
porting individual,  able  to  take  his  place  in  the  world. 

By  Senator  La  Follette: 
Q.  It  is  your  opinion  then,  Mr.  Callahan,  that  the  Indians  should 
be  educated  along  vocational  lines  and  that  an  employment  bureau 
of  some  kind  should  be  estabhshed  to  place  them  in  suitable  positions 
which  they  are  competent  to  hold? — A.  Yes;  I  don't  think  the  Govern- 
ment will  get  anywhere  until  they  do.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
country  has  played  with  this  question  most  of  the  time  up  to  date 
and  have  not  got  anywhere.  The  fault  I  believe  has  been  due  to 
the  fact,  to  a  large  extent  at  least,  because  they  have  not  furnished 
these  schools  enough  money  to  go  on  and  complete  the  job  and  make 
any  end  of  it. 

By  Senator  Frazier  : 
Q.  Do  you  feel  that  the  average  Indian  child  is  as  bright  in  school 
as  the  average  white  child? — A.  No;  I  would  not  say  that  they  were 
but  when  you  come  to  consider  the  fact  that  their  environment  is 
entirely  different  and  their  standard  of  living  has  not  changed  for  a 
generation  and  the  further  fact  that  they  have  not  been  taught  to 
rely  on  themselves  as  white  children  do  and  have  not  had  the  same 
advantages  along  educational  lines,  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that 
they  would  average  up  with  white  children,  stiU  there  are  many  of 
them  who  get  along  real  weU  in  school.  As  I  said  before,  they 
should  be  given  an  opportunity  and  equipped  in  such  manner  that 
they  wiU  be  able  to  do  so.  One  of  the  worst  features  as  I  see  it  with 
the  Winnebagoes  is  that  they  have  made  practically  no  improvement 
in  the  last  150  years.  When  their  children  are  through  school  they 
are  permitted  to  go  back  and  Uve  in  tents  and  whatever  education 
they  have  received  is  of  very  Httle  value  to  them.  The  same  situation 
is  I  beUeve  also  true  with  the  Pottawattamies  up  in  Forest  County. 
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R.  A.  Brown,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Ray  A.  Brown. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  is  your  occupation? — A.  Professor  of  law  in.  the 
University  of  Wisconsin. 

Q.  I  believe  you  have  statement  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee 
as  to  some  of  the  legal  aspects  of  the  Indian  situation  as  you  found 
them  as  a  result  of  your  investigation  of  the  matter? — A.  Yes.  For 
nine  months  in  1927  I  was  on  leave  from  the  university  and  was  en- 
gaged by  the  Institute  of  Government  Research  to  make  a  survey  of 
the  conditions  of  the  American  Indian  and  in  that  situation  I  paid 
particular  attention  to  the  legal  aspects  of  their  condition.  In  that 
connection  I  made  an  investigation  of  the  Indian  court  which  is 
called  Government  administration  of  law  and  order;  claims  against 
the  Government;  taxation  of  Indian  land;  inheritance  and  estate 
matters;  encroachment  on  Indian  lands;  and  many  other  problems 
affecting  the  Indians.  I  might  say  that  I  was  in  Senator  Wheeler's 
State  looking  into  the  matter  of  a  dam  site  on  the  Flathead  Reserva- 
tion and  I  spent  considerable  time  in  Washington  investigating 
Indian  problems  and  estates,  most  of  the  work  being  done  in  the 
ofl&ce  of  the  Indian  Commissioner. 

I  was  in  Montana,  I  believe,  in  1927,  just  about  the  time  the  prop- 
osition of  leasing  the  power  site  on  the  Flathead  to  the  Montana 
Power  Co.  came  up.  I  also  spent  considerable  time  on  taxation 
matters  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Indian  property  in  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin and  also  some  time  in  the  office  of  the  Indian  Commissioner  at 
Washington.  I  have  had  considerable  correspondence  from  various 
Indian  Reservations  of  this  State  relative  to  the  matter  of  Indian 
lands  being  taxed;  there  have  been  many  disputes  about  the  taxa- 
bility of  Indian  lands  and  in  many  cases  the  lands  have  been  sold  for 
taxes.  The  Indian  contends  that  the  lands  have  always  been  in 
their  possession  and  are  not  taxable  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  their 
treaty  agreements  with  the  Government. 

The  States  has  attempted  to  tax  these  lands  not  only  in  Wiscon- 
sin, but  in  Oklahoma  and  Nebraska  as  well  and  in  a  test  case  tried 
before  the  District  Court  it  was  held  that  the  lands  were  taxable; 
that  was  later  appealed  I  understand  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
eighth  district  and  the  lower  court  was  sustained  and  it  was  held  that 
the  lands  were  taxable ;  that  case  was  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States;  in  fact  there  were  two  cases,  one  I  believe  was 
from  the  Osage  Indians  and  in  that  case  the  taxability  of  the  lands 
was  sustained;  as  I  recall  it,  however,  there  was  a  particular  pro- 
vision in  that  case  applying  only  to  lands  where  patents  in  fee  had 
been  issued  or  where  the  Indian  had  purchased  the  land ;  the  matter 
was  not  determined  as  to  Indian  land  held  in  trust.  In  the  other 
case  I  believe  the  situation  was  a  little  different,  the  question  arose 
as  to  whether  or  not  land  allotted  to  the  Indians  was  taxable.  I  am 
not  familiar  enough  with  the  facts  however  to  give  a  legal  opinion  on 
that  as  I  have  not  read  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  that. 
The  Indians  understood  when  the  lands  were  allotted  or  purchased 
for  them  that  they  were  not  subject  to  taxation  by  the  state  and  that 
if  there  were  any  taxes  that  the  United  States  Government  would 
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pay  them  inasmuch  as  the  Indians  were  wards  of  the  Government 
and  the  Government  was  their  guardian. 

It  is  rather  a  serious  situation  in  this  state  and  in  several  States  as 
the  Indians  in  many  cases  can  not  pay  taxes  and  many  of  them  have 
lost  their  land.  I  don't  know  just  how  much  land  they  have  lost 
in  this  State,  but  I  believe  it  was  held  in  one  of  the  District  Courts  of 
this  State  that  the  lands  were  taxable  and  that  it  has  been  appealed 
to  the  Supreme  Court  and  several  counties  are  awaiting  the  result  of 
that  decision,  and  if  the  lands  are  held  to  be  taxable  they  will  place 
them  on  the  tax  roll. 

In  my  opinion,  considering  the  amount  of  property  the  Indians  have 
on  their  various  reservations,  the  large  amount  of  money  involved 
and  the  many  legal  phases  entering  into  a  proper  technical  determina- 
tion of  their  treaty  rights  and  claims  against  the  Government,  I 
believe  there  should  be  a  competent  general  counsel  in  the  Indian 
Bureau,  one  who  is  an  able  attorney  and  competent  to  handle  these 
matters.  At  the  present  time,  or  at  least  when  I  was  there,  they  had 
no  legal  advisor  in  the  Indian  Bureau,  there  was  a  Mr.  Lennon,  a  law- 
trained  man  I  beheve,  who  was  acting  as  clerk  or  secretary  to  the 
assistant  commissioner,  and  I  beheve  he  wiU  agree  with  me  w^hen  I 
make  this  statement — that  he  was  not  qualified  to  act  as  general 
counsel  for  the  Indians  and  take  care  of  the  other  detail  work  required 
of  him.  The  legal  department  of  the  bureau  consisted  of  only  one 
lawyer  and  three  or  four  law  clerks,  handling,  as  I  understand,  estate 
and  probate  matter  practically  entirely.  The  solicitors  department 
of  the  Interior  have  very  weU  qualified  men  as  far  as  I  know.  These 
men,  however,  do  not  have  charge  of  litigation  and  cases  are  not 
followed  through  and  there  are  many  complaints  about  the  way 
these  matters  are  handled. 

In  case  wrongs  are  committed  the  usual  procedure,  as  I  understand  it, 
is  to  take  the  matter  up  with  the  superintendent,  who  under  the 
statutes  of  the  United  States  has  no  authority  to  act,  he  in  turn  takes 
the  matter  up  with  the  Indian  Bureau  with  whom  he  is  in  direct  touch 
and  in  a  round-about  way  it  finally  gets  back  fo  the  United  States 
district  attorney  who  is  supposed  to  represent  the  Indians;  this, 
however,  is  not  handled  direct  but  passes  through  various  channels. 
The  superintendent  forwards  it  to  the  department,  then  it  goes  to 
the  particular  clerk  who  handles  these  matters,  a  lady,  and  I  under- 
stand a  very  competent  one  in  her  Une  of  work,  she  is  the  one  who 
really  prepares  the  case,  she  reads  the  letter,  goes  through  the  files 
and  writes  the  reply  herself  and  makes  recommendation  for  the 
signature  of  the  commissioner;  that  letter  then  I  understand  goes 
back  through  Mr.  Lennon's  desk  and  through  the  desk  of  the  com- 
mission suggesting  that  the  Department  of  Justice  be  asked  to 
institute  suit  in  the  matter ;  if  the  commissioner  approves  that  it  then 
goes  through  the  solicitors  department  of  the  Interior — he  investi- 
gates the  matter  and  if  he  is  satifised  that  suit  should  be  brought  he 
sends  it  to  the  Department  of  Justice  and  after  they  review  the 
matter  and  approve  of  it  it  is  sent  to  the  United  States  district 
attorney  in  the  district  and  thej^  ask  liim  to  make  a  survey  and  he 
reports  back  to  them,  but  by  that  time  the  Indian  Bureau  has  lost 
all  touch  with  the  case,  as  soon  as  it  is  sent  to  the  Department  of 
Justice  the  Indian  Bureau  control  over  it  seems  to  be  lost,  and  very 
important  cases  that  I  know  of  have  been  delayed  for  over  a  year  on 
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account  of  this  lengthy  method,  one  very  important  case  I  have  had 
no  advise  on  for  over  a  year. 

Another  important  case  that  I  recall  at  this  time  was  on  the 
Flathead  Reservation  in  Montana,  dispute  arose  in  1921  involving 
the  probable  cancellation  of  sale  of  some  timberland  on  the  reserva- 
tion and  in  1927  the  suit  had  not  been  started  yet,  that  was  six  years. 
The  lumber  companies  claimed  that  as  a  matter  of  right  they  were 
entitled  to  settle  on  these  lands  under  the  public  domain  act  of  the 
United  States;  the  Indian  Department  claimed  they  had  no  right; 
there  were  two  separate  investigations  held,  one  by  the  Public  Land 
Office  and  the  other  by  the  Indian  Department,  but  so  far  as  I 
know  no  suit  has  been  brought;  the  lumber  companies  claimed  the 
right  and  were  in  possession  and  cutting  the  timber. 

As  I  said  before,  there  should  be  a  competent  general  counsel  in 
the  Indian  Bureau,  one  who  w^ould  have  direct  charge  of  litigation 
handled  probably  through  the  United  States  district  attorney's 
office,  or  a  situation  similar  to  that  in  the  Reclamation  Bureau  may 
be  advisable;  they,  I  understand  have  a  number  of  attorneys,  local 
attornsys  throughout  the  country  representing  the  bureau.  My 
idea  is  that  there  should  be  some  organization  head  that  would 
control  these  very  important  and  very  involved  legal  problems. 
Under  the  present  system  they  have  no  control  of  litigation  like  an 
attorney  for  a  railroad  or  insurance  office  but  what  legal  department 
they  have  simply  acts  as  advisor  to  the  commissioner  and  Secretary 
of  the  Interior.  I  think  a  legal  organization  should  be  built  up  in 
the  department  that  w^ould  be  effective  and  speed  up  the  handling  of 
these  cases  and  their  conduct  in  the  courts.  As  a  start,  for  a  basis 
at  least,  it  might  be  well  to  employ  six  or  seven  local  attorneys  at 
various  points  to  handle  litigation  under  the  direction  of  the  general 
counsel.  The  Indian  has  a  very  hard  time  to  get  their  tribal  and 
treaty  matters  determined  by  the  courts;  they  have  to  prove  their 
case  practically  before  the  bureau  before  they  get  a  hearing,  then 
they  have  to  go  before  Congress  and  get  an  enabling  act  to  permit 
them  to  go  into  the  Court  of  Claims  where  it  is  necessary  for  them  to 
prove  their  case  again — this  is  a  very  lengthy  and  drawn-out  process. 
My  suggestion  for  the  handling  of  Indian  claims  would  be  to  have 
an  Indian  commission  to  investigate  these  complaints  and  make  a 
report  to  Congress  on  these  various  cases,  and,  where  sufficient 
ground  for  a  cause  of  action  exists,  that  authority  be  granted  to  insti- 
tute action  for  the  determmation  of  these  matters.  At  present  some 
tribes  are  in  a  more  favorable  situation  than  others  due  to  the  fact 
that  their  Congressmen  may  be  able  to  get  an  enabling  act  through 
which  will  be  of  greater  benefit  to  the  tribe.  I  recall  the  case  of  the 
California  Indians  who  were  before  Congress  three  or  four  times 
before  the  matter  was  finally  settled  up.  Some  of  these  matters 
drag  along  for  years,  and  I  believe  if  they  were  all  incorporated  in 
one  bill  or  enabUng  act  covering  all  the  rseervations  it  would  be  a 
great  help  to  the  Indians  particularly  so  as  some  of  these  claims 
involve  millions  of  dollars. 

There  is  just  one  more  thing  I  would  like  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  committee;  that  is,  with  reference  to  delinquent  Indian  children 
on  which  there  was  some  testimony  here  this  morning.  Under  our 
present  system  there  is  no  place  in  which  the  delinquents  can  be  taken 
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fare  of,  there  are  a  few  at  least  in  all  of  the  schools,  and  they  are 
thrown  together  with  the  other  children,  creating  a  bad  influence 
among  them.  The  State  institutions  are  not  open  to  them  and  there 
is  no  institution  within  the  Indian  Service  to  take  care  of  these  de- 
linquents, and  I  believe  that  some  form  of  an  institution  or  reform 
school  to  take  care  of  the  delinquent  Indian  child  within  the  Indian 
^ervice  is  a  very  serious  need.  There  is  also  some  collusion  between 
the  State  and  Federal  courts  with  reference  to  the  prosecution  of 
certain  crimes  committed  by  an  Indian  upon  an  Indian;  there  are 
eight  crimes  listed  that  may  be  prosecuted  in  Federal  court,  but  when 
a  crime  not  listed  among  these  eight  is  committed  by  one  Indian 
against  another  the  State  holds  that  they  have  no  authority  to  prose- 
cute. One  of  these  is  statutory  rape.  Of  course  there  is  common  in 
law  rape;  but  the  crime  of  statutory  rape  is  defined  by  State  law  as 
rape  committed  upon  a  female  under  the  age  of  16  or  18  years,  I  don't, 
recall  which,  but  if  the  crime  were  committed  on  an  Indian  Reserva- 
tion he  would  not  be  guilty,  these  cases  I  believe  are  handled  as  far 
as  possible  by  the  court  of  Indian  offenses.  There  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  criticism  of  the  court  of  Indian  offenses  and  some  of  it  is  perhaps 
justified,  although  the  only  serious  complaints  I  heard  while  on  the 
survey  was  in  the  State  of  Montana,  wliere  it  was  claimed  that  the 
superintendent  recommended  the  sentence  to  be  imposed.  The  usual 
punishment  meted  out  to  an  offender  in  the  court  of  Indian  offenses 
is  imprisonment,  but  it  is  really  not  imprisonment,  the  Indian  is  re- 
quired to  work  around  the  reservation  and  there  is  the  usual  allow- 
ance of  time  off  for  good  behavior.  The  Indians  are  kept  close  to 
home  on  the  reservation — that  is,  they  are  not  taken  away — and  the 
system  seems  to  work  out  well.  However,  from  our  investigation  of 
these  courts  in  several  States,  notwithstanding  a  few  complaints,  I 
still  think  there  is  something  worth  saving  in  the  court  of  Indian 
offenses  and  that  the  court  should  be  strengthened  and  retained  rather 
than  abolished. 

In  my  opinion  the  Federal  Government  should  have  jurisdiction 
over  crimes  committed  by  Indians.  The  Indian  if  placed  in  the  white 
man's  court  is  at  a  disadvantage  and  it  is  hard  for  him  to  get  compe- 
tent counsel  and  he  is  many  times  not  financially  able  to  do  so.  I  do 
not  claim  that  the  court  of  Indian  offenses  should  handle  all  crimes 
committed  by  Indians,  but  that  where  the  Indians  are  far  enough, 
removed  from  the  white  men  so  that  the  Indians  still  have  a  sufficient 
amount  of  respect  for  the  older  men  of  the  tribe  I  believe  the  court 
should  be  strengthened  and  retained,  but  provision  should  also  be 
made  for  the  removal  of  cases  to  the  State  or  Federal  court  where  a 
hardened  offender  was  charged  with  a  major  crime.  The  trouble  is 
that  many  attorneys  are  not  familiar  with  the  Federal  statutes  or 
Indian  law  not  having  made  a  study  of  them  and  in  making  our 
survey  I  came  across  several  instances  were  Indians  w^ere  being 
prosecuted  for  crimes  not  within  the  eight  enumerated  and  the 
attorneys  did  not  know  that.  In  many  places  we  found  that  States 
attorneys  were  reluctant  to  prosecute  Indians  in  State  court  causing 
expense  to  the  county  as  they  felt  that  these  Indians  should  be  prose- 
cuted in  the  Federal  court  inasmuc  has  they  were  considered  wards 
of  the  Government.  Most  of  the  United  States  district  attorneys 
\\'ith  whom  I  came  in  contact  in  making  the  survey  w^ere  handling 
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Indian  cases  coming  into  their  court  and  I  found  no  instances  where 
the  superintendent  of  the  reservation  attempted  to  tell  him  what 
should  be  done  with  certain  offenders. 

In  the  matter  of  handling  and  probating  estates  of  deceased  Indians, 
the  law  seems  to  give  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  absolute  decision 
in  regard  to  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  wills,  and  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  took  the  stand  that  he  would  disapprove  a 
will  only  when  there  was  some  illegality  in  it.  The  regulations  are  not 
specific  as  to  those  acting  in  a  testamentary  capacity,  the  effect  of 
marriage  and  divorce  and  the  manner  of  determining  the  legality  of 
claims  presented  against  the  estate  of  deceased  Indians  and  we  have 
found  instances  where  the  examiner  of  Indian  estates  has  allowed 
claims  which  to  our  mind  were  illegal,  the  matter  of  allowance  of 
claims  against  the  estates  of  deceased  Indians  is  not  covered  whatso- 
ever in  existing  regulations.  I  would  strongly  recommend  that  some 
competent  authority  on  probate  law  be  delegated  to  draw  up  proper 
regulations  and  proceedings  to  cover  the  probating  of  Indian  estates 
and  also  the  matter  of  the  legality  of  claims  presented  against  the 
estates  of  deceased  Indians  so  that  there  may  be  a  uniform  manner  of 
handling  this. 

There  is  just  one  more  thing  I  want  to  cover,  and  that  is  the  mat- 
ter of  attorneys  selected  to  represent  the  Indians,  subject  to  the 
supervision  of  the  Indian  Office.  That,  I  believe,  is  an  unsatisfac- 
tory way  of  securing  counsel  for  the  Indians.  While  the  various 
tribes  are  permitted  to  select  their  counsel,  it  is  not  always  possible 
to  get  their  contract  approved  by  the  Indian  Bureau,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  in  order  to  get  a  settlement  of  their  claims  it  is  necessary 
to  place  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  certain  attorneys  approved  by 
the  bureau.  Many  times  local  attorneys  are  more  familiar  with  the 
conditions  and  are  in  better  position  to  secure  the  required  data. 
I  believe  that  the  Indians  should  be  allow^ed  to  select  their  own 
attorney  locally,  if  competent  to  handle  their  affairs,  or  at  Wash- 
ington. Certainly  the  Government  should  not  be  arbitrary  in  the 
matter. 

William  Skenandore,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified,  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  State  your  name. — A.  William  Skenandore. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? — A.  Oneida,  Wis. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  tribal  council? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am 
the  chairman. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee? — 
A.  Yes;  I  have  a  statement  here,  but  it  is  rather  lengthy  and  I  would 
ask  that  it  be  inserted  in  the  record. 

Q.  Very  well.     We  will  place  it  in  the  record. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  Are  there  any  other  matters  you  wish  to  bring  before  the  com- 
mittee at  this  time? — A.  Yes;  I  have  several  matters.     What  we 
want  is  a  jurisdictional  act  to  be  passed  bv  Congress  perrnitting  us  to 
go  into  the  Court  of  Claims  so  that  claims  based  on  the  various  treaties 
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1  have  mentioned  may  be  determined.  We  have  been  trying  to  do 
that  but  when  the  Indian  Bureau  found  it  out  they  served  notice  on 
us.  I  have  a  letter  here  dated  May  25,  1927,  signed  E.  B.  Meritt, 
which  I  will  read  to  you : 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  advise  each  and  every  Indian  within  your  juris- 
diction for  whom  lands  have  been  purchased  and  who  have  been  served  with  a 
notice  or  ultimatum  to  pay  their  taxes  to  pay  the  taxes  assessed  against  land 
purchased.  This  is  important,  and  the  Indian  should  be  made  to  understand  that 
if  taxes  are  not  paid  and  if  the  Federal  court  decides  the  lands  are  taxable  the 
Indians  may  lose  their  land.  If  it  is  held  that  the  lands  are  not  taxable  and  the 
case  is  finally  decided  in  favor  of  the  Government  then  individual  cases  will  be 
taken  up  and  if  the  land  is  not  held  taxable  individual  property  will  be  protected. 

E.  B.  Meritt. 

Out  of  2,700  Indians  who  had  allotments  all  but  21  have  been  put 
on  the  tax  roll  and  most  of  the  Indians  have  lost  their  land.  The  act 
of  May,  1916,  provides: 

For  the  purpose  of  determining  the  heirs  of  deceased  Indian  allottees  having 
any  right,  title,  or  interest  in  any  trust  or  restricted  property,  under  regulations 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  $100,000:  Provided,  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorized  to  use  not  to  exceed  $25,000  for  the  em- 
ployment of  additional  clerks  in  the  Indian  Office  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  determining  the  heirs  of  deceased  Indians  and  examining  their  wills,  out  of 
$100,000  appropriated  herein:  Provided  further,  That  the  provisions  of  this  para- 
graph shall  not  apply  to  the  Osage  Indians  nor  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  of 
Indians  in  Oklahoma:  And  provided  further ,  That  hereafter  upon  a  determination 
of  the  heirs  of  any  trust  or  restricted  Indian  property  of  the  value  of  $250  or 
more,  or  any  allotment,  or  after  approval  by  the  Secretary  of  any  will  covering 
such  trust  or  restricted  property,  there  shall  be  paid  by  such  heirs,  or  by  the 
beneficiaries  under  such  will,  or  from  the  estate  of  the  decedent,  or  from  the 
proceeds  of  sale  of  the  allotment,  or  from  any  trust  funds  belonging  to  the  estate 
of  the  decedent,  the  sum  of  $15,000.     *     *     *. 

I  just  want  to  call  your  attention  to  this  in  connection  with  a  letter 
to  Tom  Cornelius,  guardian  ad  litem  for  John  and  Luella  Cornelius. 
You  will  note  in  Superintendent  Beyer's  letter  they  state  the  fee  is 
$20.  I  will  file  these  in  the  record.  There  are  several  cases  of  this 
kind  and  we  don't  know  why  he  is  doing  that. 

Depaktment  of  the  Interior, 

Keshena  Indian  Agency, 
Keshena,  Wis.,  January  SO,  1928, 
Mr.  Tom  Cornelius,  Tigerton,  Wis. 

Dear  Mr.  Cornelius:  This  is  to  inform  you  that  the  department  on  January 
10,  1928,  approved  the  heirship  findings  in  the  case  of  Elizabeth  J.  Cornelius, 
your  deceased  wife,  as  you  will  note  by  the  attached  notice. 

It  has  been  reported  that  Betsy  Smith,  who  inherited  a  homestead  right  in 
the  estate,  died  last  fall.  If  this  is  a  fact,  her  homestead  right  automatically 
ceased  with  her  death  and  your  children  now  share  equally  and  alone  in  their 
mother's  one-third  share  in  the  estate  of  Cornelius  Johnson. 

The  fee  for  determining  the  heirs  in  the  estate  of  your  deceased  wife  is  $20, 
which  amount  must  be  paid  to  this  oflfice  before  land  is  ever  sold  or  fee  patent 
issued. 

This  estate  still  retains  its  trust  status,  the  present  trust  period  being  due 
to  expire  in  1937. 

Very  truly  yours, 

W.  R.  Beyer,  Superintendent. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

Keshena  Indian  Agency, 
Keshena,  Wis.,  January  30,  1928. 
Mr.  Tom  Cornelitts, 

Guardian  ad  lib.  for  John  Cornelius  and  Luella  Cornelius. 
Dear  Sir:  The  heirs  of  EHzabeth  J.  Cornelius,  deceased,  Oneida  Indian, 
who  inherited  a  one-third  interest  in  the  allotment  of  CorneUus  Johnson,  allottee 
No.  283,  were  determined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  the  act  of 
June  25,  1910  (36  Stats.  855),  January  10,  1928,  and  are  entitled  to  inherit  in 
this  estate  as  follows: 

Name  of  heirs,  John  CorneUus,  son,  Luella  Cornelius,  daughter;  interest  in 
estate,  one-half  each. 

Subject  to  the  homestead  rights  of  Betsy  Smith  in  the  use  of  same  during 
her  widowhood,  also  these  interests  are  subject  to  the  dower  right  of  Betsy 
Smith  in  the  use  of  one-third  thereof  during  the  term  of  her  natural  life. 
Amount  of  funds  credited  to  estate,  none  at  this  agency. 
Respectfully, 

W.  R.  Beyer,  Superintendent. 

The  Indian  School  was  sold  four  or  five  years  ago  and  part  of  the 
proceeds  were  paid  out  to  the  Indians,  but  there  was  a  balance  of 
$1,539  that  is  still  held  by  the  Government.  We  never  had  any 
accounting  of  this  until  last  winter,  but  we  have  not  got  the  money 
yet. 

Now,  under  the  treaty  of  1794  w^e  were  to  get  annuities,  and  it 
was  reported  on  January  12,  1927  that  there  was  500  names  that 
were  not  paid  out.  During  the  last  three  years  there  was  probably 
$700  of  that  annuity  money  in  the  United  States  Treasury  and 
probably  $100  of  that  belongs  to  the  Oneidas.  You  see  some  of  the 
Indians  were  not  paid  because  they  died  and  moved  away  and  their 
checks  were  returned  to  the  Government  and  they  kept  them,  and 
we  would  like  to  have  those  unpaid  annuities  made  available  to  the 
living  members  of  the  tribe.  The  commissioner  has  a  full  accounting 
of  that  and  we  would  like  to  get  that  money. 

There  is  just  one  more  thing  I  would  like  to  call  your  attention 
to  in  regard  to  Indians  paying  taxes,  that  is  the  case  of  Henry 
Doxtater,  an  Oneida  Indian  and  his  family  who  were  forcibly  removed 
from  their  home  by  the  sheriff  because  they  could  not  pay  their 
taxes.  That  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  department  and  I  have 
a  letter  here  signed  by  Commissioner  Burke  in  which  he  upholds 
them.  I  would  like  to  file  this  letter  in  the  record  and  also  a  letter 
from  the  Assistant  United  States  district  attorney  at  Milwaukee  in 
which  he  also  upholds  them.  I  understand  that  January  30  of  this 
year  the  Attorney  General's  office  at  Washington  asked  him  to  make 
an  investigation  of  this  case,  but  what  has  been  done  about  the 
matter  I  do  not  know,  only  thftt  the  Indian  has  lost  his  home.  So 
you  can  see  what  kind  of  justice  the  Indian  gets  when  he  appeals 
to  the  Government.  There  is  an  affidavit  here  I  did  not  know  I 
had  made  by  Charlotte  Skenandore  in  regard  to  being  taxed  for  per- 
sonal property  on  trust  lands.  I  would  like  to  file  that  in  the  record 
also. 

Since?  the  completion  of  the  allotment  of  the  Oneida  Reservation  here  in  Wis- 
consin the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  its  courts  have  intruded  into  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  Oneidas,  especially  the  criminal  and  civil  laws. 

In  United  States  v.  Nice,  it  was  contended  that  the  Indian  had  been  entirely 
emancipated  from  the  guardianship  of  the  United  States  because  made  subject 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  his  residence.  The  Supreme  Court  in  answering  this 
contention  said: 
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"Of  course,  when  the  Indians  are  prepared  to  exercise  the  privileges  and 
bear  the  burdens  of  one  sui  juris,  the  tribal  relation  may  be  dissolved  and  the 
national  guardianship  brought  to  an  end;  but  it  rests  with  Congress  to  determine 
when  and  how  this  shall  be  done  and  whether  the  emancipation  shall  at  first  be 
complete  or  only  partial.  Citizenship  is  not  incompatible  with  tribal  existence 
or  continued  guardianship  and  so  may  be  conferred  without  completely  emanci- 
pating the  Indians  or  placing  them  beyond  the  reach  of  congressional  regulations 
adopted  for  their  protection." 

The  contention  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  upheld  by  its  courts,  that  at  the 
issuance  of  fee  simple  patent  to  the  allotments  of  the  Oneidas  severs  the  relation 
of  guardian  and  w^ard. 

The  Supreme  Court  in  United  States  v.  Rickert,  U.  S.  v.  Kagama,  U.  S.  v. 
Nice,  said: 

"From  their  very  weakness  and  helplessness  so  largely  due  to  the  course  of 
dealing  of  the  Federal  Government  with  them  and  the  treaties  in  w^hich  it  has 
been  promised,  there  arises  the  duty  of  protection  and  with  it  the  power." 

Again  Supreme  Court  in  U.  S.  v.  Rickert  said: 

"In  view  of  the  relation  of  the  United  States  to  the  real  and  personal  propertj^ 
in  question,  as  weh  as  to  these  dependent  Indians  still  under  national  control,  and 
in  view  of  the  injurious  effect  of  the  assessment  and  taxation  complained  of  upon 
the  plans  of  the  Government  in  reference  to  the  Indians,  it  is  clear  that  the 
United  States  is  entitled  to  maintain  this  suit.  No  argument  to  establish  that 
proposition  is  necessary." 

"The  relation  of  the  Indian  and  the  Government  is  not  one  of  contract,  each 
party  to  which  is  capable  of  guarding  his  own  interest,  but  the  Indians  are  in  a 
state  of  dependency  and  pupilage,  under  the  care  and  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment." 

I  wish  to  submit  to  you  a  photostatic  copy  of  a  letter  furnished  me  by  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Hon.  John  H.  Edwards,  October  6,  1928,  of 
the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Hon.  Chas.  H.  Burke,  and 
approved  by  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Hon.  John  H.  Edwards,  of  the  ejection  of 
Henry  Doxtator  and  his  family  out  of  their  home,  with  fire,  gas,  and  ax,  contrary 
to  the  protection  guaranteed  in  trfe  Constitution  in  Article  VI,  section  1,  that 
"all  debts  contracted  and  engagements  entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  Constitution  as 
under  the  Confederation." 

Also  in  spite  of  the  annuity  we  receive,  which  is  especially  provided  for,  to  be 
as  a  sj-mbol  of  the  renewal  of  friendship  created  in  the  early  struggles  together 
for  freedom,  that  the  Oneidas  shaU  forever  be  free  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  by  the  treaty  of  November  11,  1794. 

The  engagements  for  eternal  protection  was  incorporated  concerning  our 
Wisconsin  lands  in  the  Buffalo  treaty  of  January  15,  1838,  shows  that  in  Article 
I  that  the  Oneidas  had  reserved  to  themselves  our  present  Oneida  Reservation 
and  Article  IV  provided  that  the  lands  patented  to  the  Indians  in  the  West 
represented  in  the  treaty  shall  never  be  a  part  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  this 
Union. 

The  ejection  was  the  outcome  of  taxes  and  was  forced  to  sign  an  instrument 
called  mortgage  by  force  and  deception,  which  copies  of  the  aflSdavits  have  been 
submitted  to  you  early  in  January. 

In  regards  to  our  early  treaties  the  Supreme  Court  in  Heckman  v.  United  States, 
said: 

"Since  the  Indians  exist  as  a  separate  band  or  tribe,  and  therefore  as  a  separate 
nation  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  Indians  is  in  the  Federal  Government 
and  the  right  to  maintain  an  action  in  their  behalf  under  the  Federal  Constitution 
is  solely  vested  in  the  Federal  Government. 

The  Supreme  Court  held  in  the  case  of  the  New  York  Indians  (5  Wall.  761, 
18  L.  Ed.  708),  "that  the  treaties  entered  into  between  the  Indians  and  the 
Government  prevented  the  State  from  taxing  such  lands,  and  this  because  of 
the  guaranty  of  tribal  rights  of  the  Indians  by  the  various  treaties  of  the  United 
States." 

The  Oneida  Indians  of  Wisconsin  are  bound  by  the  same  treaties  as  the  New 
York  Indians  mentioned  above.  See  treaties  of  1749,  1769,  1874,  1789,  1794, 
and  1838. 

The  Supreme  Court  in  United  States  v.  Sandoval  said: 

"Not  only  does  the  Constitution  expressly  authorize  Congress  to  regulate 
commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes,  but  long-continued  legislative  and  executive 
usage  and  an  unbroken  current  of  judicial  decisions  have  attributed  to  the  United 
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States  as  a  superior  and  civilized  nation  the  power  and  the  duty  of  exercising  a 
fostering  care  and  protection  over  all  dependent  Indian  communities  within  its 
borders,  whether  within  its  original  territory  or  territory  subsequently  acquired 
^nd  whether  within  or  without  the  limits  of  a  State." 

The  Supreme  Court  in  United  States  v.  Kagania  (118  U.  S.  375)  in  speaking  of 
the  Indians  the  court  said: 

"After  an  experience  of  a  hundred  years  of  the  treaty-making  sj^stem  of  govern- 
ment, Congress  has  determined  upon  a  new  departure,  to  govern  them  by  acts  of 
Congress."  This  is  seen  in  the  act  of  March  3,  1871,  embodied  in  section  2079 
of  the  Revised  Statutes:  "No  Indian  nation  or  tribe  within  the  territory  of  the 
I''rited  States  shall  be  acknowledged  or  recognized  as  an  independent  nation, 
tribe  or  power  with  whom  the  United  States  may  contract  by  treaty;  but  no 
obligation  of  any  treaty  lawfully  made  and  ratified  with  any  such  Indian  nation 
or  tribe  prior  to  March  3,  1871,  shall  be  hereby  invalidated"  or  impaired."    • 

We  are  not  going  to  ask  you  to  appropriate  a  penny  to  feed  our  mouths  or  to 
clothe  our  backs  although  we  are  in  destitution  and  we  receive  an  annuity  of  56 
cents  a  year  to  provide  for  our  clothing,  domestic  animals,  farming  implements, 
household  utensils,  and  to  pay  the  instructors  to  use  the  above-mentioned  articles. 

All  we  are  going  to  ask  you  is  to  see  that  our  cases  are  carefully  examined, 
should  you  find  that  wrongs  have  been  perpetrated  that  it  merits  adjudication 
by  the  courts  we  would  appreciate  it,  to  have  a  reputable  attorney  to  investigate 
and  prosecute  it,  although  the  Attorney  General  has  instructed  the  district  attor- 
ney at  Milwaukee  to  investigate  into  our  cases  carefully  and  report  to  him  prompt- 
ly the  results  of  his  investigation,  to  make  such  suggestions  and  recommendations 
as  would  be  conducive  to  the  protection  of  these  Indians. 

But  we  have  been  baffled  by  the  present  incumbents  of  the  rlistrict  attorney's 
office;  they  have  neglected  to  take  up  cases  even  though  the  Indian  Office  had 
submitted  our  case.  We  have  also  received  false  reports  of  an  investigation  they 
undertook  to  intercede  in  behalf  of  an  Oneida. 

We  are  making  the  same  plea  to  you  at  our  time  of  distress  as  was  made  to  the 
Oneidas  by  Maj.  Gen,  Philip  Schuyler  at  the  time  of  the  distress  of  the  American 
people  to  free  themselves  from  the  tyranny  of  taxation  without  representation. 

Respectfully  submitted.  ^ 

Wm.  Skenandore, 

Chairman,  Oneida,  Wis. 

December  29,  1927. 
Mr.  William  E.  Lockner, 

Lockport,  N.  Y. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Lockner:  The  receipt  is  acknowledged  of  your  letter  of  Decem- 
ber 8,  1927,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  clipping  from  an  August  edition  of  the  Chicago 
Tribune,  concerning  the  forcible  eviction  of  Henry  Doxtator,  an  Oneida  Indian, 
and  his  family  from  their  home  in  Wisconsin  by  the  sheriff  of  Brown  County, 
and  his  deputies. 

The  land  is  not  decribed,  but  is  presumed  to  be  Mr.  Doxtator's  allotment,  for 
which  a  25-year  trust  patent  was  issued  in  1892.  The  trust  period,  which  would 
have  ended  on  June  13,  1917,  was  extended  for  one  year,  by  Executive  order. 
There  was  no  further  extension,  and  after  the  end  of  the  trust  period,  as  extended, 
patent  in  fee  simple  was  issued.  At  the  time  of  issuance  of  the  patent  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Government  over  the  land  covered  thereby  ceased. 

Mr.  Doxtator  has  been  advised  at  various  times,  in  1922  and  thereafter,  that 
his  land  became  subject  to  taxation,  and  that  the  Government  could  not  interfere 
\nth  the  collection  of  assessments,  nor  with  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  on  the 
proj^erty,  and  that  he  would  lose  his  home  unless  he  paid  taxes  and  mortgage. 

We  are  extremely  sorry  that  he  did  not  follow  our  advice  instead  of  being 
guided  by  persons  either  not  familiar  with  the  law  and  the  facts  in  the  case,  or 
not  so  interested  in  his  welfare. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  the  newspaper  account  of  the  affair  is  somewhat 
exaggerated,  especially  in  view  of  the  statute  of  Wisconsin — see  chapter  291, 
Wisconsin  Statutes  1925,  forcible  entry  and  unlawful  detainer: 

"No  person  shall  make  any  entry  into  real  property  but  in  cases  where  entry 
is  given  by  law,  and  in  such  cases  not  with  strong  hand  nor  with  a  multitude  of 
people,  but  only  in  a  peaceable  manner.  And  any  jjerson  who  shall  make  un- 
lawful or  forcible  entry  and  detain  the  same,  or  who,  having  peaceably  entered 
upon  any  property  forcibly  holds  possession  thereof,  may  be  removed  therefrom 
and  fined  in  the  manner  provided  in  this  chapter." 
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We  find  nothing  in  the  laws  of  Wisconsin  specifically  exempting  State  or  county 
oflScers  from  the  above  prohibition,  or  to  indicate  that  the  words  "where  entry  is 
given  by  law"  apply  only  to  those  to  whom  the  court  has  decreed  right  of  pos- 
session or  ownership.  Neither  do  we  know  that  the  period  of  redemption  from 
sale  had  expired  and  that  all  the  prior  proceedings  were  regular. 

These  are  matters  that  Mr.  Doxtator,  his  daughter,  or  his  attorney  might 
well  look  into. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Charles  H.  Burke,  Commissioner. 
Approved  December  30,  1927. 

(Signed)     John  H.  Edwards,  Assistant  Secretary. 


Exhibit  No.  1 

Smithsonian  Institution, 
Bureau  of  American  Ethnology, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  18,  1929. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  April  11  was  referred  to  Mr.  J.  N.  B.  Hewitt,  an 
ethnologist  on  the  staff  of  the  bureau,  who  furnishes  the  following  information: 
On  the  12th  of  July,  1775,  the  Continental  Congress  established  an  Indian 
Department,  with  three  subdivisions,  the  northern,  the  middle,  and  the  southern, 
and  commissioners  were  appointed  for  each  "with  power  to  treat  with  the  Indians 
in  their  respective  departments,  to  preserve  peace  and  friendship,  and  to  prevent 
their  taking  any  part  in  the  present  commotions."  The  commissioners  of  the 
northern  department  were  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler.  Maj.  Joseph  Hawley, 
Mr.  Turbot  Francis,  Mr.  Oliver  Walcot,  and  Mr.  Volkert  P.  Douw.  The 
Congress  also  drafted  an  address  to  the  several  tribes  of  Indians,  in  all  the  depart- 
ments to  be  changed  as  occasion  might  require  for  local  adaptation. 

Among  other  things  this  address  said:  "We  desire  you  will  hear  and  receive 
what  we  have  now  told  you,  and  that  you  will  open  a  good  ear,  and  listen  to  what 
we  are  now  going  to  say.  This  is  a  family  quarrel  between  us  and  Old  England. 
You  Indians  are  not  concerned  in  it.  We  do  not  wish  you  to  take  up  the  hatchet 
against  the  King's  troops.  We  desire  you  to  remain  at  home,  and  not  to  join  on 
either  side,  but  keep  the  hatchet  buried  deep.  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  all  our 
people,  we  ask  and  desire  you  to  love  peace  and  maintain  it,  and  to  love  and 
sympathize  with  us  in  our  troubles     *     *     *." 

The  commissioners  of  the  northern  department  quickly  adopted  measures 
pursuant  to  the  wise  spirit  and  policy  of  this  address,  and  so  invited  all  the  tribes 
of  the  Six  Nations  to  attend  a  treaty  to  be  held  at  Albany  in  August,  1775.  But 
by  this  date  the  great  majority  of  the  Six  Nations  had  been  debauched  and  won 
over  to  the  cause  of  Great  Britain,  and  so  the  fact  is  that  the  Oneida  and  the 
Tuscarora  tribes  sent  practically  all  of  the  delegates  to  this  treaty. 

Here  it  was  that  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler  and  the  other  Indian  commissioners  of 
the  northern  department  presented  the  address  prepared  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  from  which  a  quotation  appears  herein. 

Aft^r  a  number  of  sessions,  the  last  being  held  on  September  2,  the  council 
was  closed  and  although  General  Schuyler  and  Mr.  Douw  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  northern  department  were  appointed  to  keep  the  council  fire  burning, 
yet  the  ashes  were  soon  raked  up,  never  to  be  opened  again  at  Albany. 

The  treaty  or  council  ended  in  general  good  feeling,  and  with  mutual  pledges 
of  friendship  and  neutrality,  the  Tuscarora  and  the  Oneida  tribes  alone  having  a 
tribal  quorum  present.  It  is  true,  however,  that  the  Mohawk  of  the  "Lower 
Castle"  were  represented  by  their  chiefs  who  wholeheartedly  sought  to  aid  the 
cause  of  neutrality. 

From  the  16th  to  the  20th  of  June,  1776,  at  intervals  General  Schuyler  was 
again  in  contact  with  the  Indians  named  above,  and  they  mutually  pledged 
themselves  to  uphold  their  desire  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality,  the  ones  with  the 
others. 

So  it  is  plain  that  Mr.  Skenandore  is  mistaken  or  in  error  in  thinking  that  the 
overtures  for  the  maintenance  of  a  strict  neutrality  by  the  Six  Nations  came  from 
an  American  General.     It  was  directly  proposed  by  the  Continental  Congress. 
Very  truly  yours, 

M.  W.  Stirling,  Chief. 

Mr.  William  Skenandore, 

Oneida,  Wis. 
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Smithsonian  Institution, 
Bureau  op  American  Ethnology, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  7,  1929. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  April  24  was  received  and  referred  to  Mr.  J.  N.  B. 
Hewitt,  an  ethnologist  on  the  staff  of  the  bureau,  who  has  furnished  the  following 
information  relative  to  the  terms  of  the  treaties  of  November  11,  1794,  and  of 
December  2,  1794,  between  the  United  States  and  the  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations. 

Like  that  of  covenant,  compact,  agreement,  etc.,  the  explanation  of  the  meaning 
of  the  term  "engagement"  as  used  in  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  November 
11,  1794,  involves  at  least  two  parties,  generally,  although  an  "engagement"  or 
"promise"  may  sometimes  be  the  act  of  but  one.  Such  is  the  treaty  in  question. 
And  it  is  a  further  truth  that  a  treaty  is  a  formal  agreehient,  compact,  or  covenant, 
duly  concluded  and  ratified,  between  two  or  more  tribes  or  nations  or  peoples. 

A  casual  reading  of  the  treaty  in  question  leaves  no  doubt  in  one's  mind  as  to 
what  constituted  these  "engagements"  in  the  terms  of  this  treaty  with  the  Six 
Nations  by  the  United  States. 

The  first  of  these  "engagements"  appears  in  Article  II  of  this  treaty,  in  the 
words,  to  wit,  "but  the  said  reservations  shall  remain  theirs,  until  they  choose 
to  sell  the  same  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have  the  right  to  pur- 
chase." The  "engagement"  is  to  sell  their  lands  only  to  the  United  States  "who 
have  the  right  to  purchase"  should  there  arise  circumstances  in  the  afifairs  of  the 
Six  Nations  or  any  one  of  them  necessitating  a  sale  of  their  lands  in  whole  or  only 
in  part.  The  Oneida,  the  Onondaga,  and  Cayuga  Nations  or  tribes  are  here 
specifically  mentioned.  These  reservations  arose  from  the  sales  of  land  by  the 
several  tribes  individually  or  collectively,  to  the  State  of  New  York.  Similar 
terms  are  employed  in  Article  III  with  reference  to  the  Seneca  lands  as  defined 
in  the  terms  of  this  treaty. 

The  second  of  these  "engagements"  appears  in  Article  IV  in  the  words,  to  wit, 
"Now,  the  Six  Nations,  and  each  of  them,  hereby  engage  that  they  will  never 
claim  any  other  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  nor  ever  dis- 
turb the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the  free  use  and  enjoyment  thereof." 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  no  Indian  fully  understood  the  full  force  and 
significance  of  these  remarkable  "engagements." 

For  50  years  previously  the  Six  Nations,  collectively  or  individually,  had  been 
parting  with  vast  tracts  of  their  once  vast  domain  to  the  several  colonies,  and 
then  later  to  the  several  States,  among  which  was  the  State  of  New  York, 
so  that  at  the  time  of  holding  this  treaty  only  small  remnants  of  the  ancient  home- 
lands of  the  several  tribes  remained  to  them — and  it  was  these  remnants  which 
the  treaty  calls  "reservations"  and  which  were  confirmed  to  the  occupant  tribes. 

It  may  be  useful  here  to  refer  again  to  the  remarkable  words  quoted  above, 
to  wit,  "Now,  the  Six  Nations,  and  each  of  them,  hereby  engage  that  they  will 
never  claim  any  other  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States."  At 
the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  1784,  the  Six  Nations  craftily  offered  to  the  United 
States  commissioners  as  compensation  for  the  depredations  and  other  losses 
inflicted  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  vast  territories  of  land  in  western 
Pennsylvania  ard  on  the  Ohio  River  which  they  had  already  sold  for  a  price. 
The  United  States  Commissioners  bluntly  told  them  that  they  were  then  offer- 
ing lands  to  which  they  no  longer  had  any  claims  and  that  they  must  understand 
that  by  the  bitter  exigencies  of  war  they  had  forfeited  their  standing  as  equals 
and  were  in  fact  a  conquered  people,  and  that  therefore  they  should  comport 
themselves  as  such. 

The  commissioners  of  the  United  States  well  knew  that  the  chiefs  of  the  Six 
Nations  present  at  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  endeavored  to  retain  all  the  terri- 
tory they  had  in  1768,  but  that  the  United  States  finally  dictated  the  boundary 
between  the  whites  and  the  six  Nations.  These  were  in  part  the  lands — "the 
other  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States" — to  which  the  Six 
Nations  renounced  all  claims  forever.  It  would  seem  conclusive  from  these 
facts  that  the  Six  Nations  in  entering  into  the  engagements  of  the  treaty  of 
November  11,  1794,  completely  disbarred  themselves  from  claiming  at  anv  future 
time  lands  outside  of  their  territories  as  defined  by  the  terms  of  this'  treaty. 
Yet  there  arise  now  and  then  certain  enthusiasts,  even  in  our  day,  who  seek  to 
void  the  plain  terms  of  this  treaty  by  making  extravagant  pretensions  to  lands 
in  northern  New  York  and  elsewhere. 

The  third  one  of  these  complex  "engagements"  occurs  in  Article  V  in  the  words, 
to  wit:  "The  Seneca  nation,  all  others  of  the  Six  Nations  concurring,  cede  to 
the  United  States  the  right  of  making  a  wagon  road  from  Fort  Schlosser  to  Lake 
Erie,  as  far  south  as  Buffalo  Creek;  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  shall 
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have  the  free  and  undisturbed  use  of  this  road,  for  the  purposes  of  travelling  and 
transportation.  And  the  Six  Nations,  and  each  of  them,  will  forever  allow  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  a  free  passage  through  their  lands,  and  the  free  use 
of  the  harbors  and  rivers  adjoining  and  within  their  respective  tracts  of  lands 
for  the  passing  and  securing  of  vessels  and  boats,  and  the  liberty  to  land  their 
■cargoes  where  necessary  for  their  safety." 

In  broad  terms  these  are  the  engagements  which  the  Six  Nations  undertook 
when  they  signed  this  treaty. 

Further,  Article  VII  of  the  treaty  contains  other  engagements,  other  things 
which  must  be  done  by  both  the  Six  Nations  and  by  the  United  States.  Both 
contracted  to  do  certain  things. 

The  treaty  of  December  2,  1794,  recognizes  certain  important  obligations  of 
the  United  States  to  tlie  several  Indian  tribes  named  in  the  preamble,  for  the 
losses  which  these  tribes  had  sustained,  during  the  course  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  in  consequence  of  their  friendship  for  the  people  of  the  United  States  at  a 
time  when  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  not  in  a  position  to  recompense 
them  therefor,  although  the  people  of  the  United  States  did  promise  to  do  so  as 
soon  as  circumstances  enabled  them  so  to  do.  Hence,  the  treaty  recites  that 
*'the  United  States  being  now  in.  a  condition  to  fulfill  the  promises  then  made, 
the  following  articles  are  stipulated  by  the  respective  parties  for  that  purpose." 

So  Articles  I,  II,  III,  and  IV  declare  what  the  United  States  undertakes  to  do 
in  satisfaction  of  the  said  obligations  or  promises  of  the  United  States,  and  then 
in  Article  V  the  Oneida,  Tuscarora,  and  Stockbridge  Indians  relinquish  further 
claims  in  the  words,  to  wit,  "In  consideration  of  the  above  stipulations  to  be  per- 
formed on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the  Oneida,  Tuscarora,  and  Stockbridge 
Indians  aforementioned,  now  acknowledge  themselves  satisfied,  and  relinquish 
all  other  claims  of  compensation  and  rewards  for  their  losses  and  services  in  the 
late  war.  Excepting  only  the  imsatisfied  claims  of  such  men  of  said  nations  as 
bore  commissions  under  the  United  States,  for  any  arrears  which  may  be  due 
them  as  officers." 

The  three  commissioners  of  the  northern  department  of  Indian  affairs,  Gen. 
Philip  Schuyler,  Volkert  P.  Duow,  and  Turbot  Francis,  held  a  treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations  on  August  15,  1775,  at  the  German  Flatts,  and  from  which  place 
they  adjourned  to  Albany  on  the  17th,  where  they  continued  their  negotiations 
until  the  31st  of  August,'  1775.  It  was  at  this  treaty  that  the  delegates  of  the 
Six  Nations  formally  agreed  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  between  the  Govern- 
ments of  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies. 

But  for  the  period  mentioned  in  your  letter  there  appears  to  be  no  record  of 
any  speech  made  by  General  Schuyler. 
Very  truly  yours, 

M.  W.  Stirling,  Chief. 

Mr.  William  Skenandore,  Oneida,  Wis. 


Committee  os  Indian  Affairs, 

United  States  Senate. 

Gentlemen:  In  behalf  of  the  Oneida  people,  I  am  glad  to  have  the  honor  to 
•express  to  you  our  appreciation  of  your  coming  here  to  Madison  to  listen  to  what 
we  have  to'say  and  show  in  connection  with  the  charges  we  have  preferred  against 
the  Indian  Bureau  that  brought  about  the. Senate  resolution  to  investigate  the 
premises  of  Indians  and  the  bureau. 

What  we  have  to  say  and  show  has  not  only  to  do  with  the  present  conditions 
of  the  Oneidas  or  the  manner  of  the  management  by  the  bureau  over  the  affairs 
of  the  Oneidas,  but  we  are  going  to  show  briefly  the  history  and  attitude  of  the 
Indian  Bureau  toward  the  Indian  when  it  was  first  established  in  July  12,  1775, 
and  their  present  attitude  toward  the  Indians  that  you  may  fully  see  and  get  to 
the  roots  of  our  case. 

I  have  prepared  a  short  outline  of  facts  which  I  wish  to  submit  to  you  to  go 
into  the  record  and  is  not  any  opinions  or  arguments,  but  a  chain  of  facts  for 
your  consideration,  that  may  be  helpful  to  determine  the  future  policy  toward 
the  Indians,  thus  you  can  also  see  whether  or  not  the  Indian  has  benefited  under 
the  control  of  a  bureau  without  effective  responsibility  to  any  tribunal. 

Before  we  go  into  our  charges  of  injustices  perpetrated  by  the  bureau  against 
the  Oneidas,  it  seems  appropriate  at  this  time,  and  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that 
you  are  meeting  people  to-day  which  you  are  probably  not  aware  of,  whose 
history  the  Federal  courts  said  of  them  recently  as  "differing  widely  from  that 
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of  other  tribes  in  other  sections  of  the  country,"  which  was  vital  in  reaching  a 
decision  in  favor  of  the  claims  of  the  Oneidas  in  New  York,  that  reference  was 
made  by  the  courts  as  to  their  status  as  entered  into  in  1749,  when  England, 
France,  and  Holland  were  parties  to  the  treaty. 

We  are  not  only  going  to  show  how  the  fee  simple  patents  to  the  Oneidasjhave 
been  issued  to  them,  disregard  of  their  competency  as  interpreted  to  the  Oneidas 
here  by  a  Senator  in  1909,  which  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  present  pathetic  con- 
ditions of  the  Oneidas,  but  we  are  also  going  to  show  that  our  constitutional 
treaty  and  lawful  rights  have  been  disregarded,  violated,  ignored,  and  trampled 
upon,  caused,  as  you  will  see,  bv  a  desperate,  despotic,  oppressive,  and  adroit 
bureau,  which  has  reduced  the  Oneidas  from  a  powerful,  loyal,  self-supporting, 
progressive,  and  merciful  people,  to  insignificance,  as  to-day  they  are  helpless, 
ignored,  their  man  power  sapped  and  looked  upon  by  the  bureau  with  contempt, 
contrary  to  the  strong  friendship  created  in  the  early  struggles  together  for  free- 
dom, and  guaranteed  to  be  perpetual. 

We  are  also  going  to  show  instances  that  the  bureau  has  practiced  deception 
and  corruption,  and  has  not  only  deceived  the  Indian,  but  has  also  deceived 
Congress  as  to  our  status,  which  was  responsible  to  have  Congress  enact  laws  in 
conformity  to  the  recommendations  of  the  bu/eau,  which  has  been  the  cause  of 
untold  suffering,  losses,  and  embarrassments  on  the  part  of  the  Oneidas,  which 
you  are  going  to  hear  and  see  directly  from  them. 

We  will  now  state  the  contentions  of  the  Indian  Bureau  in  conjunction  with 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  its  courts  as  affirmed  by  the  Interior  Department. 

1.  The  Indian  Bureau  said  as  early  as  January  29,  1884,  before  the  allotment 
act  of  1887,  ''That  the  Oneidas  at  Green  Bay  were  given  a  reservation  in  Wiscon- 
sin by  the  treaty  of  February  3,  1838,  and  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  their 
title  and  interests  in  the  lands  set  apart  for  them  in  the  first  article  of  the  Menomi- 
nee treaty  of  February  8,  1831";  therefore  the  Oneida  Reservation  was  allotted 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  8,  1887,  and  was  made  a  citizen  subjected 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  he  resided. 

2.  The  Indian  Bureau,  in  conjunction  with  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  its 
courts,  says  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  25-year  trust  period,  when  a  fee-simple 
patent  is  issued  to  your  allotment  by  the  Government,  the  relation  of  guardian 
and  ward  ceases  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian  or  allottee  and  you 
become  a  full-fledged  citizen  and  subject  both  to  the  civil  and  criminal  laws  of 
the  State  and  is  affirmed  by  the  Interior  Department. 

Next  we  are  going  to  state  and  go  into  fully  our  findings,  and  is  our  answer. 

Constitution,  Article  I,  section  8,  subdivision  3,  confers  upon  Congress  the 
protection  of  the  Indian. 

Article  VI,  sections  1,  2,  and  3,  provides  that,  "All  debts  contracted  and 
engagements  entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  constitution  shall  be  as 
valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  Constitution  as  under  the  Confedera- 
tion." 

This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in 
pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and  the  judges 
in  every  State  shall  be  bound  therebj^  anj^thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of 
any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  Smithsonian  report  shows  that  on  July  12,  1775,  the  Continental  Congress 
established  the  Indian  Department  and  immediately  by  its  own  earnest  request 
and  authority,  the  first  engagement  .was  entered  into  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  of  which  the  Oneidas  were  a  part  of,  as  referred  to  in 
the  Constitution  in  Article  VI,  section  1,  was  made  by  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler 
in  the  following  language:  "We  desire  you  will  hear  and  receive  what  we  have 
now  told  you,  and  that  you  will  open  a  good  ear  and  listen  to  what  we  are  now 
going  to  say.  This  is  a  family  quarrel  between  us  and  old  England-  You 
Indians  are  not  concerned  in  it.  We  do  not  wish  you  to  take  up  the  hatchet 
against  the  King's  troops.  We  desire  you  to  remain  at  home,  and  not  to  join 
on  either  side,  but  keep  the  hatchet  buried  deep.  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  all 
our  people,  we  ask  and  desire  you  to  love  i^eace  and  maintain  it,  and  to  love  and 
sympathize  with  us  in  our  troubles." 

The  report  does  not  state  the  agreements  entered  into  with  Maj.  Gen.  Philip 
Schuyler  at  Albany  which  lasted  from  August  to  September  12,  1775,  and  the 
report  shows  that  the  major  general  was  again  in  touch  with  the  Indians  from  the 
16th  to  the  20th  of  June,  1776.  However,  the  treaties  of  1794  sliow  that  the 
Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras  had  assisted  with  their  warriors  and  adhered  faithfully 
to  the  United  States  at  their  time  of  distress  and  without  compensation. 
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After  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  and  on  October  22,  1784,  at  Fort  Stanwix^. 
N.  Y.,  the  United  States  assumed  the  guardianship  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians 
and  made  special  provisions  for  the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras  that  they  shall 
forever  be  free  and  their  property  forever  secure  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  on  account  of  the  part  played  by  the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras 
during  the  struggle  for  freedom  from  the  tyranny  of  taxation  without  repre- 
sentation. 

The  special  provisions  for  the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras  was  affirmed  by  the 
Six  Nation-United  States  treaty  of  1789. 

The  Six  Nation-United  States  treaty  of  November  11,  1794,  provides  for  an 
annuity  which  is  to  be  paid  to  us  forever  especially  provided  for  as  a  symbol  of  the 
renewal  of  the  strong  friendship  created  in  the  struggles  together  for  freedom^ 
which  56  cents  we  yet  receive  annually  is  to  provide  also  for  our  clothing,  farming, 
and  household  utensils,  domestic  animals,  and  to  pay  for  an  instructor  how  ta 
use  them. 

Owing  to  the  encroachments  and  trespasses  upon  the  rights  of  the  Oneidas  in 
1821  and  1822  the  Oneidas,  together  with  the  St.  Regis,  Stockbridges,  Munsee, 
and  Brothertown  Indians,  migrated,  bought  with  their  own  money  from  the 
Winnebagoes  and  Menominees  here  in  Wisconsin  1,300,000  acres.  The  migra- 
tion was  sanctioned  and  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States.  The  treaty 
entered  into  was  acknowledged  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
property  acquired  was  not  a  mere  right  of  occupancy  but  an  absolute  proprietary 
right  to  the  soil.  The  Oneidas  and  other  tribes  became  the  absolute  owners  of 
the  land. 

Later,  in  1831  and  1832,  other  New  York  Indians  came  and  bought  500,000 
acres  of  land  from  the  Menominees.  The  Oneidas  were  not  parties  and  were 
not  invited  to  participate  in  the  proceedings.  Later  the  Oneidas  had  protested 
to  the  outcome  of  those  treaties  of  1831  and  1832,  as  it  involved  conveyances  of 
land  already  purchased  by  the  Oneidas. 

On  January  15,  1838,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  the  several  tribes  of  New  York  Indians 
mentioned  in  the  treaties  of  1831  and  1832  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  the 
500,000  acres  in  exchange  for  other  lands  in  Kansas  containing  1,824,000  acres. 
The  present  Oneida  Reservation  here  in  Wisconsin  was  reserved  in  article  1. 
Article  4  provides  that  the  lands  patented  to  the  Indians  represented  in  this 
treaty  shall  never  be  a  part  of  any  State  or  Territory  in  this  Union. 

On  February  3,  1838,  it  appears  that  the  Oneidas  were  forced  to  accede  to  the 
United  States  in  Article  I  all  the  lands  ceded  to  other  New  York  Indians  by  the 
Menominees  in  the  treaties  of  1831  and  1832,  in  which  the  Oneidas  were  not 
parties  to  the  treaties,  nor  were  they  invited  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  in 
the  conveyance  of  a  tract  of  land  the  Oneidas  has  had  bought  by  cash  in  1821-22" 
under  the  direction  and  sanction  of  the  United  States. 

Article  II  provided  that  the  soil  of  this  Oneida  Reservation  shall  never  be 
embraced  with  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

It  is  significant  that  the  treaty  of  February  3,  1838,  was  concluded  a  few  days 
after  the  treaty  of  January  15,  1838,  and  was  ratified  by  the  Oneidas  and  the 
United  States,  on  May  17,  1838,  and  proclaimed  by  the  President  the  same  day. 

The  Oneidas  of  Wisconsin  ratified  the  treaty  of  January  15,  1838,  on  August 
9,  1838,  and  the  United  States  on  April  4,  1840.  Article  IV  provides  that  the 
lands  patented  to  the  New  York  Indians  represented  in  the  treaty  shall  never 
be  a  part  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  this  Union.  We  find  that  the  Oneidas 
were  represented  in  that  treaty,  for  in  Article  I  our  present  reservation  was 
reserved  to  us.  ' 

By  act  of  Congress  March  3,  1871,  found  in  section  2079  provides:  ''No  Indian 
nation  or  tribe  within  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  shall  be  acknowledged 
or  recognized  as  an  independent  nation,  tribe,  or  power  with  whom  the  United 
States  may  contract  by  treaty;  but  no  obligation  of  any  treaty  lawfully  made  and 
ratified  with  any  such  Indian  nation  or  tribe  prior  to  March  3,  1871,  shall  be 
hereby  invalidated  or  impaired." 

As  I  have  said  before,  that  as  early  as  January  29,  1884,  the  contention  of 
Commissioner  Price  shows  before  the  allotment  act  of  1887  that  the  Oneidas 
were  given  a  reservation  in  Green  Bay  and  ceded  all  their  rights,  titles,  and 
interest  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  February  3,  1838;  therefore  the 
Oneidas  Reservation  was  allotted  under  the  allotment  act  of  February  8,  1887, 
and  subjected  the  Indians  to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  they  resided  at  the 
completion  of  the  allotment. 

Citizenship  was  conferred  upon  the  Indian  in  Article  VI  of  the  allotment  act 
and  contains  the  provisions  that  the  conferring  of  the  citizenship  does  not  in 
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^ny  manner  impair  or  otherwise  affect  the  right  of  any  such  Indian  to  tribal  or 
other  property. 

In  August,  1887,  the  Oneidas  accepted  the  allotment  of  our  reservation  for 
$25,000  cash  consideration  appropriated  by  Congress  used  as  an  inducement 
for  the  Oneidas  to  accept  the  allotment. 

The  Oneidas  accepted  the  allotment  only  to  define  the  limits  of  the  property 
of  the  individual  so  that  no  one  else  could  trespass  upon  it. 

Special  Agent  Parsons  represented  the  United  States. 

Act  of  May  27,  1902,  provides  or  allows  the  property  of  a  deceased  Indian  to 
partition  and  sale  by  the  heirs,  but  it  is  provided,  "That  the  sale  herein  provided 
for  shall  not  apply  to  the  homestead  during  the  life  of  the  father,  mother,  or  the 
minority  of  and  child  or  children." 

Act  of  May  8,  1906,  allows  the  Interior  Department  to  issue  fee  simple  patents 
on  an  application  to  competent  Indians. 

Citizenship  was  again  conferred  on  the  Indian  with  the  provision  that  the 
granting  of  such  citizenship  does  not  in  any  manner  impair  or  affect  the  right  of 
any  such  Indian  to  tribal  or  other  property. 

On  October  2,  1909,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  parish  hall  here  at  Oneida,  Wis., 
between  12  United  States  Senators  and  the  Oneidas  and  interpretation  was  made 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  committee,  Honorable  Clapp,  ©f  who  was  considered 
competent,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"The  Chairman.  The  law  is,  whenever  they  can  satisfy  the  Seci'etary  of  the 
Interior  that  they  are  competent  to  manage  their  business.  It  does  not  neces- 
sarily mean  that  they  can  read  or  write  or  figure,  but  that  they  understand  the 
value  of  property  and  won't  squander  it.  In  other  words,  that  they  can  keep 
their  property  and  manage  their  business.  Some  men  can  do  that  who  have 
very  little  learning,  while  other  men  with  a  great  deal  of  learning  can  not  do  that. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  learning,  but  the  ability  to  keep  your  property  from  other 
people." 

As  early  as  October  2,  1909,  at  the  above-mentioned  meeting,  we  find  that  the 
Oneidas  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  rejected  the  proposal  of  the  12  Senators 
to  have  the  consent  of  the  Oneidas  for  Congress  to  pass  a  law  removing  the 
restrictions  on  alienations  of  all  the  Oneida  lands  by  issuing  fee-simple  patents. 

Act  of  June  25,  1910,  provides  for  penalties  by  fine  of  $500  for  first  offense,  and 
for  second  offense  by  imprisonment  for  one  year,  or  both  by  fine  or  imprisonment 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to  induce  any  Indian  to  sell,  deed,  mortgage,  or  to 
sign  any  contract  or  any  instrument  for  record  purporting  to  convey  any  lands 
held  in  trust  for  any  such  Indian  by  the  United  States,  has  as  yet  to  function. 

Under  dates  of  August  25,  28,  and  30,  1911,  the  Oneida  Indians  of  Wisconsin 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  rejected  the  proposal  of  the  United  States  to 
•extinguish  the  early  treaties  by  cash  settlement,  Hon.  James  McLaughlin 
represented  the  United  States  under  authority  of  act  of  Congress  March  3,  1911. 

Act  of  February  14,  1913,  authorizes  any  Indian  to  devise  his  property  by 
wiU  subject  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Act  of  December  21,  1911,  the  United  States  district  court  was  allowed 
jurisdiction  "of  all  actions,  suits,  or  proceedings  involving  the  right  of  any 
person,  in  whole  or  in  part  of  Indian  blood  or  descent,  to  any  allotment  of  land 
under  any  law  or  treaty. 

"And  the  judgment  or  decree  of  any  such  court  in  favor  of  any  claimant  to  an 
allotment  of  land  shall  have  the  same  effect,  when  properly  certified  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  as  if  such  allotment  had  been  allowed  and  approved 
by  him;  but  this  provision  shaU  not  apply  to  any  lands  now  or  heretofore  held 
by  either  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  the  Osage  Nation  of  Indians,  nor  to  any  of 
the  lands  within  the  Quapaw  Indian  Agency:  Provided,  That  the  right  of  appeal 
shall  be  allowed  to  either  party  as  in  other  cases." 

In  June,  1917,  at  the  instance  of  the  Town  Board  of  Oneida,  Commissioner 
James  McLaughlin,  with  aide,  visited  Oneida  and  recommended  the  issuance  of 
fee  patents  to  all  Oneida  allotments  except  35,  over  the  protest  of  many  Oneidas. 

The  trust  period  extended  on  the  35  allotments  authorized  in  section  5  of  the 
general  allotment  of  February  8,  1887,  provides: 

r^"The  President  of  the  United  States  may  in  any  case  in  his  discretion  extend 
the  period. 

►  "And  if  any  conveyance  shall  be  made  of  the  lands  set  apart  and  allotted  as 
herein  provided  or  any  contract  made  touching  the  same,  before  the  expiration 
•of  the  time  above  mentioned,  such  conveyance  or  contract  shall  be  absolutely 
mull  and  void." 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES     1929^ 

The  Federal  courts  in  New  York  on  March  3,  1920,  in  United  States  v.  Boylen 
et  ah,  upheld  the  claims  of  the  New  York  Oneidas  as  their  status  as  being  under 
the  treaties  of  1784,  1794,  and  1842. 

Again  the  act  of  June  2,  1924,  reads:  "That  all  noncitizen  Indians  born  within 
the  Territorial  limits  of  the  United  States  be  and  they  are  hereby,  declared  to 
be  citizens  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  the  granting  of  such  citizenship- 
shall  not  in  any  manner  impair  or  otherwise  affect  the  right  of  any  Indian  to 
tribal  or  other  property." 

Report  of  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  E.  B.  Merrit,  August  19,. 
1925. 

Report  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  October  6,  1928,  Hon.  John  H. 
Edwards. 

That  the  Oneidas  were  given  a  reservation  by  the  treaty  of  February  3,  1838, 
and  had  ceded  all  title  and  interest  by  that  treaty. 


Department  of  Justice, 
Eastern  District  of  Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  December  19,  1928. 
Mr.  William  Skenandore, 
Chairman  Oneida  Indians, 

Oneida,  Wis. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  to  Hon.  L.  H.  Bancroft,  United  States  attorney,  dated' 
December  15,  1928,  and  signed  by  you  as  chairman  of  the  Oneida  Indians,  has 
been  referred  by  Mr.  Bancroft  to  the  writer  for  reply. 

Mr.  Bancroft  requests  me  to  advise  you  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  four 
matters  to  which  you  refer  in  your  letter  have  been  full}^  closed,  nothing  can  be 
done  by  this  office. 

As  to  the  claim  of  Henry  Doxtator,  I  personally  recall  that  the  Bureau  of  In- 
vestigation of  the  Department  of  Justice  made  a  lengthy  and  exhaustive  investi- 
gation of  this  case  at  considerable  expense  and  time,  and  that  the  mattei  is  con- 
sidered closed  by  the  Department  of  Justice  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Henry 
Doxtator  had  made  numerous  conflicting  statements  and  that  the  records  of  the 
Indian  Bureau  at  Washington  and  elsewheie,  affidavits  and  statements  taken  by 
various  persons  interviewed  by  the  Government  agents  do  not  bear  him  out  in 
his  statements.  I  recall  specifically  that  he  denied  to  me  that  he  had  ever  at 
any  time  executed  a  mortgage  or  any  other  instruments,  and  later  when  a  friend 
of  his,  an  Oneida  Indian  from  New  York  State,  whose  name  appeared  on  the- 
mortgage  as  a  witness,  was  interviewed  by  a  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  In- 
vestigation, this  Indian  stated  that  Doxtator  had  signed  it  in  his  presence  with 
full  knowledge  of  what  the  contents  of  the  instruments  were,  then  Doxtator 
admitted  that  he  had  signed  and  executed  such  instruments. 
Yours  very  truly, 

E.   J.   KOELZER, 

Assistant  United  States  Attorney. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Keshena  Indian  Agency, 
Keshena,  Wis.,  February  12,  1929. 
Mr.  William  Skenandore, 

Oneida,  Wis. 
Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  statement  showing  balance  of  Oneida  tribal  funds  in 
the  United  States  Treasury,  as  of  June  30,  1928. 
Very  truly  yours, 

W.  R.  Beyer,  Superintendent. 

Statement  of  the  tribal  funds  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Oneida  Indians  for  the  fiscal 

year  ended  June  SO,  1928 

Indian  moneys,  proceeds  of  labor,  Oneida  Indians: 

Balances,  July  1,  1927 $1,  529.  39 

Receipts,  1928 10.  00 

Total 1,539.39 

Balances,  June  30,  1928 1,  539.  39 
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Statler  King,  being  first  duly  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name. — A.  Statler  King. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  Oneida,  Wis. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  to  make  to  the  committee,  have  you? — 
A.  Yes;  I  am  secretary  of  the  Oneida  Indian  Welcome  Society, 
Oneida,  Wis.,  and  I  was  requested  to  come  down  here  with  Mr. 
Skenandore  and  make  these  few  statements  to  you.  The  Indians  are 
having  a  very  hard  living  and  many  of  them  are  losing  their  homes 
and  many  are  destitute  on  account  of  taxation  and  the  high  cost  of 
living,  and  I  was  requested  to  appear  before  the  committee  and  ask 
that  this  committee,  if  possible,  come  to  our  reservation  and  look 
further  into  the  troubles  there.  We  feel  that  we  have  some  claims 
against  the  Government  under  our  treaty  rights  but  it  seems  we  can 
not  do  anything.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  Indians  are  still  wards 
of  the  Government  and  we  are  still  drawing  annuity  each  year.  I 
also  base  my  opinion  on  the  treaties,  which  Mr.  Skenandore  has 
<jalled  your  attention  to,  and  it  said  in  the  treaty  that  the  Indian 
and  the  white  man's  treaty  as  long  as  the  sun  rises  in  the  east  and 
the  treaties  have  never  been  repealed,  but  the  Government  have  not 
kept  their  treaties  with  the  Indians,  and  we  are  losing  our  lands  and 
being  taxed  and  are  having  a  hard  time  getting  along — many  of  the 
Indians  have  no  homes  and  are  in  destitute  circumstances.  We  would 
like  you  to  come  to  the  reservation,  as  all  the  Indians  can  not  come 
here;  we  would  like  you  to  see  the  condition  of  things.  Many  of  the 
young  Indians  have  left  the  reservation  to  work  in  the  factories  in 
towns,  but  the  old  people  are  too  old  to  work  and  when  they  lose  their 
home  they  have  no  place  to  go,  except  to  some  relatives  or  friends, 
and  the  people  are  all  poor  and  have  no  money  with  which  to  live. 
That  is  about  all  I  have  to  say. 

W.  R.  Beyer,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette: 
Q.  You  may  state  your  name. — A.  W.  R.  Beyer. 
Q.  Occupation? — A.  I  am  superintendent  of  this  reservation. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  been  here? — A.  Two  years. 
Q.  Prior  to  that  you  were  in  the  Indian  Service  at  what  point? — 
A.  I  was  at  Fort  Totten,  N.  Dak. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Indian  Service? — A.  24  years. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  How  about  the  liquor  situation  on  this  reservation;  there  has 
been  some  testimony  here  this  morning  that  conditions  are  very 
bad? — A.  Yes;  conditions  as  they  have  been  described  to  you  are 
about  correct;  most  of  the  places,  however,  where  liquors  are  sold  are 
off  of  the  reservation,  I  might  say  adjacent  to  the  reservation  and  the 
situation  is  rather  hard  to  control. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  effort  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  by 
endeavoring  to  enlist  the  cooperation  of  county  officials  or  the  pro- 
hibition department? — A.  After  coming  here  and  finding  this  situa- 
tion I  got  in  touch  with  county  officials,  the  prohibition  office,  and  the 
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United  States  attorney 's  office  at  Milwaukee  with  a  view  of  cleaning 
up  those  places.  We  had  a  special  deputy  officer  here  for  about  six 
weeks  and  he  found  27  places  where  liquor  was  being  sold  in  all  of 
which  he  made  purchases.  All  of  these  parties  were  brought  before 
the  United  States  commissioner  and  bound  over  to  the  grand  jury. 

Q.  Have  abatement  proceedings  been  started  as  far  as  you  know? — 
A.  No;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  it  is  possible  to  clean  these  places  up  and 
keep  them  closed? — A.  Yes;  I  think  they  can  and  should  be  closed, 
and  I  believe  our  Federal  judge  is  anxious  to  suppress  the  liquor 
traffic  among  the  Indians,  as  he  is  not  in  sympathy  with  liquor  law 
violators. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  special  deputy  officers  on  this  reservation? — 
A.  We  have  special  deputy  officers  on  the  reservation,  but  they  are 
not  permitted  to  go  outside  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  some  definite 
Menominee  Indians  are  involved.  The  special  deputy  officers  have 
authority  to  find  out  who  sells  liquor  to  the  Indians  and  to  get  their 
statements  and  we  prepare  and  present  the  cases  to  the  United  States 
district  attorney  for  action. 

Q.  Are  you  successful  in  getting  convictions  in  most  of  the  liquor 
cases? — A.  Two  or  three  were  sent  to  the  penitentiary  last  year  at 
Milwaukee,  and  I  believe  the  calendar  there  was  cleared  of  all  Menom- 
inee cases  last  year. 

Q.  How  many  cases  of  drunkenness  have  you  had  the  past  year? — 
A.  The  past  two  years,  during  the  same  period  of  time,  we  have  had 
about  30  cases  of  drunkenness  among  Indians,  approximately  20 
Indians,  I  would  say. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  help  from  the  Prohibition  Department  on 
these  liquor  cases? — A.  Outside  of  our  own  efforts  very  little  has  been 
done  by  the  Federal  Government  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  among 
the  Indians.  We  have  asked  for  assistance  from  the  Federal  Prohibition 
Office,  but  it  seems  they  are  unable  to  give  it.  Prohibition  officers 
have  been  in  adjoining  counties,  but  they  have  never  called  on  me. 
All  the  convictions  of  liquor  violators  so  far  have  been  individuals, 
and  these  places  I  speak  of  are,  I  understand,  still  selling  liquor,  and 
so  far  as  I  know  none  of  them  have  been  brought  to  trial  and  con- 
victed. The  district  attorney  informs  me  that  the  calendar  is  so  full 
of  other  cases  that  they  do  not  have  time  to  try  the  liquor  cases. 

Q.  Have  you  taken  the  matter  up  with  the  Indian  Bureau  at 
Washington  with  reference  to  furnishing  you  special  officers  to  assist 
you  in  suppressing  the  liquor  traffic? — A.  I  have  taken  it  up  with 
them  at  different  times,  but  it  seems  they  have  no  fund  out  of  which 
to  pay  additional  men. 

Q.  Where  is  the  special  officer  located  who  looks  after  this  territory, 
or  have  you  more  than  one? — A.  There  is  only  one  special  deputy 
officer,  he  is  located  at  Duluth  and  covers  this  territory;  I  believe  he 
is  paid  out  of  that  fund.  If  we  had  special  deputy  officers  at  Mil- 
waukee who  could  make  several  trips  a  year  and  cooperate  with  the 
Federal  prohibition  officers  I  believe  the  situation  would  be  remedied. 
The  Federal  prohibition  officers  who  have  come  here  during  the  past 
two  years  do  not  stay  long  enough  to  do  any  good. 

Q.  Don't  you  feel  that  this  liquor  traffic  has  a  demoralizing  effect 
on  the  Indians? — A.  Yes;  the  liquor  situation  as  it  exists  is  very 
detrimental  to  Ihe  Indians  as  young  girls  get  liquor  and  are  debauched, 
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and  I  would  like  to  see  the  traffic  suppressed  and  these  places  adjacent 
to  the  reservation  closed  up. 

Q.  Have  most  of  the  Indians  received  their  patent  in  fee? — A. 
Among  the  Oneidas  practically  all  the  land  has  been  relieved  of  trust. 
There  are  only  15  or  20  small  pieces  of  Indian  land  left,  all  the  Indians 
except  about  35  are  full-fledged  citizens  and  have  no  further  trust 
interest.  After  an  Indian  receives  his  trust  patent  he  is  no  longer 
considered  a  ward  of  the  Government.  The  Oneidas,  however,  under 
a  former  treaty  with  the  Government,  are  receiving  a  per  capita  pay- 
ment of  55  cents  per  year,  which  involves  a  lot  of  work.  On  the 
Menominee  Reservation,  of  which  I  also  have  charge,  there  has  been 
some  dissatisfaction  with  regard  to  fishing  rights.  The  number  of 
licenses  we  issue  from  year  to  year  varies,  generally  from  1,200  to 
1,500;  last  year  we  collected  a  little  less  than  $4,000.  The  Indians 
expressed  themselves  as  opposed  to  this  last  fall  and  sent  in  a  protest 
to  the  Indian  office,  but  we  still  continue  to  issue  fishing  permits;  they 
replied  that  the  stocking  of  fish  was  done  by  outside  parties  and  the 
Indians  do  no  stocking.  The  proceeds  of  these  licenses  are  put  into 
a  fund  called  Proceeds  of  Indian  labor,  which  goes  to  the  credit 
of  the  tribal  funds.  The  Indians  hunt  and  fish  on  the  reservation 
without  a  license. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  Has  anything  been  done  with  reference  to  leasing  water  power 
sites  on  hour  reservation? — A.  Nothing  has  been  done  with  reference 
to  water  power  sites  since  I  have  been  here  except  that  the  Indians 
called  a  general  council  and  voted  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  general 
survey. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Do  you  take  any  active  part  in  these  council  meetings  of  the 
Indians? — A.  No.  these  councils  are  conducted  entirely  free  from 
interference  by  the  Indian  Bureau,  they  know  nothing  about  it  until 
the  proceedings  are  reported.  Some  time  ago  I  selected  two  com- 
mittees, one  to  report  on  conditions  on  the  reservation,  being  in- 
structed to  do  so  by  the  Indian  Bureau  and  another  committee  to 
report  on  conditions  at  the  schools.  These  committees  worked  to- 
gether and  I  selected  men  who  had  been  here  for  several  years  and 
were  familiar  with  conditions  and  I  knew  what  progress  had  been 
made.  One  of  these  men  could  talk  Indian  and  we  did  not  need  an 
interpreter.  Their  findings  made  in  the  investigation  were  sent  to 
the  department.  With  reference  to  the  statement  made  that  some 
per  capita  checks  have  been  returned,  I  might  say  that  where  we  are 
unable  to  locate  the  payees  the  checks  are  held  for  six  months  and  then 
returned  to  the  General  Accounting  Office  where  I  understand  they 
are  held  for  two  or  three  years,  and  if  still  unclaimed  they  are  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  tribal  fund.  This  is  the  method  prescribed  by 
regulations. 

There  was  also  a  statement  made  here  by  Mr.  Skenadore  with 
reference  to  a  charge  of  $20  for  probating  an  estate — 1  might  say  that 
under  the  old  regullations  the  charge  was  $15,  but  the  regulations  of 
1920  prescribe  that  the  probating  charge  is  dependent  upon  the  value 
of  the  land  and  it  may  be  anywhere  from  $15  to  $50. 

1 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES      1933 

The  power-site  lease  was  made  before  I  took  charge;  it  was  all 
completed  and  arranged  before  I  got  here,  and  I  know  very  little  about 
it.  The  Indians  claim  they  were  to  receive  an  annual  payment  of 
$1,500,  and  if  such  is  the  case  the  power  company  are  now  two  years 
behind  in  their  payments.  One  payment  was  made  shortly  after  I 
took  charge  but  it  was  mj^  understanding  that  this  was  for  flood 
damage.  If  any  payments  were  made  thereafter  it  is  possible  that 
the  matter  was  handled  through  the  Federal  Power  Commission  with 
the  Indian  Office  at  Washington  and  payment  deposited  with  the 
Federal  Treasurer's  office  direct  to  the  credit  of  the  tribe.  From 
correspondence  in  the  files  it  appears  that  the  Indians,  through  their 
tribal  council,  gave  consent  to  the  granting  of  this  license.  As  I  said 
before,  however,  I  was  not  here  and  am  not  familiar  with  the  matter. 
Mr.  Rouse,  from  the  General  Accounting  Office,  was  here  last  sum- 
mer for  about  three  weeks;  that  is,  he  spent  about  three  weeks  between 
the  three  places.  Congressman  Cram  ton  was  also  up  here  at  the 
time  and  he  asked  what  the  mission  of  the  General  Accounting 
Office  was,  and  he  said  he  could  see  no  necessity  of  such  a  large  force 
there — I  think  that  was  the  w^ay  he  put  it. 

Q.  How  many  schools  have  you  on  the  reservation? — A.  There 
are  four  altogether.  We  have  two  mission  schools,  a  day  school,  and 
a  boarding  school,  which  takes  care  of  all  the  Indian  children  of  school 
age.  In  addition  to  that  there  are  75  or  80  children  going  to  non- 
reservation  schools. 

Q.  How  many  children  have  you  in  the  boarding  school? — A.  We 
have  an  average  daily  attendance  of  140;  altogether  there  are  500 
Indian  children  in  school. 

Q.  At  the  boarding  school  I  understand  the  children  do  not  attend 
school  all  day? — A.  They  go  half  a  day  to  school  and  the  other  half 
day  they  are  on  industrial  details,  such  as  gardening,  carpenter  work, 
farming,  dairying,  and  so  forth.  The  boys  do  the  dairy  work;  we  have 
quite  a  large  herd  here.  School  lets  out  at  4  and  they  have  a  1-hour 
recreation  period;  supper  is  at  5,  and  after  supper  they  have  another 
recreation  period  of  one  hour.  The  classes  at  the  boarding  school 
average  about  30,  and  we  have  sufficient  teaching  personnel  to  take 
care  of  the  children. 

Q.  What  is  your  per  capita  allowance  per  child  per  year? — 
A.  $250,  which  covers  food  and  some  clothing.  Most  of  the  Indians 
furnish  their  children  with  clothing,  some  is  furnished  by  various 
organizations  which  in  my  opinion  should  not  be  necessary. 

Q.  You  of  course  have  no  dietitian  supervising  the  diet  of  the 
children? — A.  The  school  principal  does  that  although  he  is  not  a 
dietitian.  The  nurse  and  school  doctor  examine  the  children  and 
make  such  recommendation  for  change  as  our  allowance  will  permit. 
The  doctor,  principal,  and  the  nurse  work  together.  We  have  two 
graduate  nurses  at  the  Kashena  Hospital  and  a  public-school  nurse. 
We  have  no  field  nurse  although  I  have  made  a  recommendation 
for  one.  We  have  a  full-time  physician  who  has  been  with  us  about 
two  years,  he  was  in  the  Indian  Service  prior  to  coming  here,  being 
transferred  I  believe  from  Montana  or  Minnesota.  The  Indians 
feel  that  they  have  not  been  fairly  treated  by  the  Government  and 
that  their  treaty  rights  have  not  been  fulfilled  or  their  claims  deter- 
mined.   Some  claim  that  they  have  anywhere  from  two  to  five  million 
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coming.  I  don't  know  much  about  that,  but  I  beheve  that  some 
determination  should  be  made  and  the  matter  settled. 

There  was  some  testimony  this  morning  with  reference  to  delinquent 
Indian  children  on  the  reservation,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  there 
should  be  some  place  in  the  Indian  Service  for  taking  care  of  these 
so-called  delinquent  children.  Under  our  present  system  we  have 
no  place  to  put  them,  and  as  has  been  stated  here,  it  is  often  a  choice 
with  the  parents  as  to  whether  they  should  go  to  the  reform  school 
or  to  a  boarding  school.  Our  State  institutions  are  not  open  to 
delinquent  Indian  children  and  as  a  result  we  get  them  in  the  board- 
ing schools.  This  makes  a  very  bad  situation  as  they  are  mixed  up 
with  other  children  and  have  a  bad  influence  on  the  others  and  are 
hard  to  handle  and  cause  lots  of  trouble  for  the  teachers  and  others. 
I  believe  there  should  be  some  sort  of  a  reform  school  or  institution 
in  the  Indian  Service  for  taking  care  of  them. 

With  reference  to  the  testimony  taken  by  Mr.  Glavis  when  he  was 
here  on  the  reservation  in  June  that  the  doctor  had  not  responded 
when  called  out  to  the  outlying  corners  of  the  reserva-tion.  I  was 
present  when  that  hearing  was  had  and  the  doctor's  explanation  was 
that  he  was  sick  at  the  time.  I  of  course  have  no  way  of  knowing 
whether  or  not  he  was.  I  consider  him  a  competent  physician  and 
he  performs  such  surgical  operations  as  the  hospital  and  facilities 
will  permit. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  Have  you  an  X-ray  machine  at  the  hospital  now? — A.  We 
have  an  X-ray  and  some  new  equipment  ordered  and  when  that  is 
received  I  believe  we  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  all  the  surgical  and 
cHnical  work  ordinarily  done  in  a  general  hospital. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  There  has  been  some  complaint  about  rations  being  spoiled. 
Have  you  issued  any  spoiled  rations  here? — A.  I  don't  believe  we  have 
issued  any  spoiled  rations,  at  least  we  were  not  issuing  them  at  the 
time  the  statement  was  made. 

Q.  Have  you  adequate  storage  facilities  so  that  you  can  keep  food 
dry  and  free  from  vermin ?^ — A.  Our  storage  facihties  are  not  suitable 
for  carrying  flour  over  the  summer,  nor  for  storing  pork  any  great 
length  of  time.  We  try  to  arrange  it  so  that  no  more  will  be  bought 
than  actually  necessary  to  carry  us  over  the  season.  Last  fall  there 
was  nothing  left  and  we  bought  fresh  rations  and  I  believe  those 
issued  during  the  winter  were  in  suitable  conditions.  I  would  rec- 
ommend, however,  that  a  new  warehouse  be  built  in  a  better  location 
than  the  present  one  as  water  occasionally  backs  up  into  the  warehouse 
cellar  and  makes  the  building  damp  and  it  is  hard  to  keep  clothing 
dry  in  the  warehouse. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 
Q.  How  do  you  take  care  of  the  old  and  indigent  Indians,  have  you 
a  special  fund  for  that? — A.  So  far  as  possible  they  are  taken  care 
out  of  reimbursable  funds,  which  I  believe  is  better  than  issuing  rations 
as  they  can  buy  either  rations  or  clothing  on  a  purchase  order  issued 
at  the  office. 
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Q.  How  are  these  orders  handled? — A.  When  they  buy  their  goods 
at  the  store  they  sign  for  them  and  the  store  sends  us  an  itemized 
statement  of  the  account  and  the  bills  are  paid. 

Q.  How  many  field  nurses  have  you? — A.  We  have  only  one  at  pres- 
ent, but  I  believe  our  reservation  is  large  enough  for  two.  I  have 
made  recommendation  for  another  but  so  far  have  been  unable  to 
get  one.  At  Neopit,  which  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hatch,  they  have  no 
nurse  except  a  temporary  practical  nurse,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that 
they  should  have  a  full-time  field  nurse  there.  Ten  townships  is  alto- 
gether too  much  territory  for  one  person  to  cover  and  render  efficient 
service. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  that  these  Indians  are  receiving  adequate  medical 
attention  at  present? — A.  We  have  a  full-time  doctor  at  Kashena 
and  one  at  Neopit,  which  is  sufficient  for  the  present,  but  the  new 
hospital  being  built  at  Kashena  this  summer  will  have  a  T.  B.  ward 
and  an  isolation  ward  for  venereal  diseases,  and  the  doctor  will  have 
all  that  he  can  do  there,  and  will  have  no  time  for  field  work  later. 
The  hospital  will  not  be  ready  for  occupancy,  however,  for  eight  or 
nine  months. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  There  has  been  some  complaint  on  the  Indian  police  at  Kashena 
and  the  questioning  of  Nurse  Tibbetts.  What  do  you  know  about 
that? — A.  I  have  investigated  these  charges  and  found  that  com- 
plaints were  made  by  reputable  parties  who  have  a  reputation  for 
truth  and  veracity  and  a  fuU  report  has  been  made  on  the  matter  to 
the  Washington  office. 

Q.  The  parochial  schools  on  the  reservation  do  not  come  under  your 
supervision? — A.  No,  we  have  no  supervision  over  them;  visiting 
inspectors,  however,  usually  drop  in  on  them  when  they  come  to  visit 
the  reservation. 

Q.  How  does  their  course  of  study  compare  with  that  in  the 
Government  schools? — A.  I  understand  they  carry  about  the  same 
course  of  study  as  we  do  at  the  agency  school.  I  don't  believe  they 
are  quite  as  thorough,  however,  as  they  spend  perhaps  more  time  on 
religious  study  than  we  do  at  our  school,  and  the  pupils  attend  church 
quite  regularly. 

Q.  Do  they  receive  any  money  from  the  Government? — A.  Under 
contract  they  receive  $160  a  year  for  the  care  and  education  of  the 
Indian  child;  this  year  I  believe  they  received  $2,700. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  have  a  dairy  herd  to  furnish  milk  to  the  school,  have  you? — 
A.  Yes;  we  have  a  good  Holstein  herd  at  Kashena  which  supplies 
milk  to  the  school  children  and  we  also  get  our  supply  of  vegetables 
to  carry  us  through  the  winter  from  the  farm. 

Q.  How  much  does  that  amount  to  per  capita  per  child? — A.  I 
have  never  tried  to  figure  out  what  proportion  that  amounts  to  of  the 
$250  per  capita  per  child  received.  Last  year  we  furnished  about 
140  quarts  of  milk  per  day  to  the  school,  but  we  bought  four  grade 
cows  recently  and  the  supply  will  be  increased.  I  believe  it  will 
average  about  a  quart  of  milk  per  day  per  child,  maybe  a  little  better 
this  coming  year.  Speaking  about  the  school,  I  would  like  to  make 
a  recommendation  that  our  academy  building  be  enlarged — we  have 
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no  space  available  for  a  school  library  and  are  short  of  quarters  for 
employees,  and  one  of  the  employees  has  li\dng  quarters  upstairs  in 
the  academy  building.  The  plan  is  to  add  a  grade  to  the  school  and 
if  we  do  that  this  year  we  should  have  three  rooms :  One  for  class-room 
instruction,  one  for  a  library,  and  one  for  a  general  room  for  the 
teacher.  They  have  no  rest  room  at  present  in  the  building.  I  have 
submitted  an  estimate  on  this  and  it  will  cost  approximately  $10,000. 
Q.  How  about  health  conditions  of  the  children  at  the  school? — 
A.  The  general  health  conditions  of  the  Indian  children  attending 
school  are  good,  although  we  had  a  serious  epidemic  of  flu  last  year. 
Tuberculosis  I  would  say  runs  about  2  per  cent  and  we  found  26 
cases  of  trachoma  out  of  900  examined.  T.  B.  I  would  say  is  about 
stationary. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  Whsit  is  the  routine  at  the  school? — A.  The  pupils  get  out  in 
the  morning  I  understand  about  6  o'clock,  the  boys  help  with  the 
dairy  work  and  the  girls  assist  in  preparing  breakfast.  Breakfast 
is  at  7.30;  work  call  for  industrial  work  is  at  7.30;  school  in  the 
morning  from  9  to  11.30;  noon  period  from  11.30  to  1.15,  p.m.;  and  the 
afternoon  session  is  from  1.15  to  5.15  p.  m.;  they  have  a  recreation 
period  of  about  one  hour  before  supper  and  approximately  one  hour 
after  supper.  Study  hour  for  the  small  children  is  from  7  to  8 
p.  m.,  and  for  the  larger  children  from  8  to  8.30. 

Q.  Does  the  mission  school  operate  about  the  same? — A.  Yes; 
their  hours  I  understand  correspond  with  ours  or  approximately  so. 
They  have  a  very  good  school. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Don't  you  believe  that  if  you  had  a  place  at  the  agency  here 
to  take  care  of  all  the  old  and  indigent  Indians  that  you  could  get 
them  to  come  in  and  stay  here? — A.  An  appropriation  has  been 
made  for  fitting  up  a  building  for  old  and  indigent  Indians,  perhaps 
12  to  20  will  come  here,  this  I  believe  will  take  care  of  all  the  old 
.and  indigent  Indians. 

William  Skenandore  asked  permission  of  the  committee  to  make 
a  further  statement  which  was  granted. 

There  is  just  one  thing  I  want  to  bring  out  with  reference  to  the 
Indians  being  forced  to  pay  taxes.  Patents  in  fee  were  forced  upon 
the  Indians  by  the  Government  who  maintain  that  they  are  no 
longer  wards  of  the  Government.  It  is  our  contention  however, 
that  we  are  still  wards  of  the  Government  inasmuch  as  we  are  receiv- 
ing a  per  capita  payment.  In  the  case  of  Dewey  County  v.  United 
States  of  America,  a  decision  was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  against  Dewey  County.  I  have  a  letter  here  from  the 
assistant  United  States  district  attorney  at  Pierre,  S.  Dak.,  which 
I  would  like  to  have  placed  in  the  record.  We  would  like  to  know 
definitel^^  where  we  stand,  and  whether  we  are  obliged  to  pay 
taxes,  and  whether  or  not  we  are  wards  of  the  Government.  Many 
of  the  Indians  have  lost  their  land  on  account  of  taxes. 


iOd  -o 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 
United  States  Indian  Service, 

Oneida,  Wis.,  November  27y  1923. 
Mr.  William  Skenandore, 

Oneida,  Wis. 
Dear  Sir:   I  am  inclosing  an  affidavit  such  as  I  believe  will  cover  for  a  refund 
of  personal  taxes.     If  your  mother  will  sign  the  same  before  a  notary  public  and 
return  it  to  me  with  the  receipts  attached,  I  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  matter 
up. 

Yours  very  truly, 

S.  A.  Bell,  Financial  Clerk. 

Oneida,  Wis.y  November  28,  1923. 
I,  Charlotte  Skenandore,  of  the  town  of  Hobart,  Brown  County,  State  of 
Wisconsin,  do  hereby  solemnly  swear  that  I  have  been  required  to  pay  a  personal 
tax  on  my  furniture,  farm  implements,  livestock,  etc.,  for  a  number  of  years 
past.  All  of  the  above-named  items  were  purchased  out  of  moneys  derived  from 
the  sale  of  products  raised  on  the  lands  allotted  to  my  late  husband,  John  L. 
W.  Skenandore.  The  said  lands  still  being  held  in  trust  by  the  Government,  no 
fee  patent  having  as  yet  been  issued,  such  personal  taxes  I  therefore  hold  to  be 
illegal  and  respectfully  request  a  refund  from  the  town  of  Hobart  of  all  such 
money  paid. 

Charlotte  Skenandore. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notarv  public,  this  4th  day  of  December, 
1923. 

[Seal]  George  A.  Arends,  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  April  3,  1926. 


Department  op  Justice, 

Pierre,  S.  Dak.,  April  2,  1929. 
William  Skenandore, 

Oneida,  Wis. 
Dear  Sir:  Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  March  28,  addressed  to  the  United 
States  attorney,  I  have  to  say  that  the  case  of  Dewey  County  v.  United  States 
of  America  has  been  finally  terminated.  As  you  know,  the  decision  of  the  United 
States  district  court  was  in  favor  of  the  Government  and  against  Dewey  County. 
Later  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  affirmed  this  decision.  The 
attorney  for  Dewey  County  then  asked  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
to  review  same  by  certiorari,  but  this  was  denied  some  time  ago. 
Yours  truly, 

Byron  S.  Payne, 
Assistant  United  States  Attorney,  Pierre,  S.  Dak. 

Col.  John  J.  Hanan,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Your  name  is  John  J.  Hanan? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  official  position  if  any  do  you  hold  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin?— A.  I  am  chairman  of  the  State  board  of  control. 

Q.  You  have  considerable  experience,  I  believe,  and  are  quite 
familiar  with  the  Indian  problem  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin? — A. 
Yes;  I  have  considerable  experience  in  the  conduct  of  State  institu- 
tions. 

Q.  From  your  experience,  Colonel,  in  handling  State  institutions  in 
Wisconsin,  do  you  feel  that  a  Government  school  can  be  operated 
on  a  basis  of  $250  per  capita  per  year  per  child  and  the  children 
taken  care  of  in  a  proper  manner? — A.  I  would  say  that  to  conduct 
a  school  such  as  the  Government  have  at  Tomah  and  Kashena  on 
a  per  capita  of  $250  per  child  per  year,  including  even  the  products 
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raised  on  the  farm  and  milk  furnished  by  the  school  herd,  would  be 
practically  impossible.  I  might  amplify  my  statement  a  little  on 
that  and  give  you  some  figures.  We  conduct  a  State  public  school 
for  neglected  and  dependent  children — the  children  attend  school 
9  months  in  the  year,  but  the  school  is  maintained  for  the  full  12 
months;  that  is  to  say,  they  stay  there  the  year  around.  Our  per 
capita  cost  per  child,  based  on  total  expense  for  operation,  not  includ- 
ing any  repairs  or  maintenance  of  the  property,  was  $7.77  per  week 
in  1927.  I  have  not  the  1928  figures  on  that;  but  in  1926,  including 
the  food  obtained  from  the  farm,  the  cost  was  $8.79  per  week.  There 
is  a  difference  of  about  $1  between  the  expenditure  cost  and  the 
consumption  cost. 

We  also  have  a  herd  at  the  school  and  we  produce  the  milk  supplied 
to  the  school  so  that  each  child  has  one  liquid  quart  of  milk  per  day 
in  addition  to  butter.  We  do  not  provide  all  of  our  butter  require- 
ments however.  We  also  have  a  farm,  but  this  $7.77  you  understand 
does  not  cover  any  of  the  farm  products.  I  was  for  a  number  of  years 
secretary  to  the  late  Senator  La  Follette  and  in  such  capacity  I  came 
in  contact  with  the  Indian  problem  to  a  great  extent,  and  following 
that  in  a  general  way  I  have  continued  my  interest  in  the  Indian 
problem  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  One  of  the  biggest  things,  as  I 
see  it,  is  for  Congress  to  take  some  action  to  rectify  the  wrongs  that 
have  been  committed  against  the  Indians;  in  other  words,  to  recom- 
pense the  Indians  for  the  violation  of  their  treaty  rights,  as  for  in- 
stance on  the  Bad  River  reservation  as  was  explained  to  you  by  Mr. 
Grady.  I  feel  that  the  Indians  are  wards  of  the  Government  and  that 
the  Government  has  not  exercised  ordinary  care  as  their  guardian  in 
protecting  or  looking  after  their  interests,  and  they  should  make  resti- 
tution to  the  Indians  for  their  failure.  The  same  thing  is  true  with 
reference  to  the  Oneidas — they  have  stripped  them  of  their  lands  and 
property  by  making  them  sign  a  treaty  which  gave  them  only  a  por- 
tion of  the  lands  they  claimed,  and  as  a  satisfaction  of  the  so-called 
New  York  judgment,  if  my  recollection  serves  me  correctly,  they  were 
to  receive  a  payment  of  $1,200,000.  As  I  recall  it  there  was  one 
$10,000  payment  and  then  they  cut  the  interest  out.  The  same  is 
true  with  the  Pottawattamies,  their  treaty  rights  have  been  abridged 
and  through  the  late  Senator  La  Follette  they  were  paid  something; 
it  was  not  a  gratuity  but  a  minimum  amount,  if  I  remember  correctly 
around  $330,000.  That  was  to  finance  the  purchase  of  farms  and 
homes  for  the  Indians  and  the  Indian  Office  was  charged  with  the 
administration  of  that  fund — and  what  did  they  do  with  it — they 
bought  a  lot  of  stone  piles  in  north  central  Wisconsin;  they  got  the 
Indians  to  purchase  a  lot  of  cut-over  lands  from  the  lumber  companies 
that  would  not  sell  for  over  a  dollar  and  a  half  to  two  dollars  an  acre, 
and  they  paid  twelve  to  fifteen  dollars  an  acre  for  it,  and  that  is  where 
most  of  the  $330,000  went.  They  got  them  some  land  that  no  white 
man  could  make  a  living  on,  and  they  couldn't  do  it  to-day. 

The  situation  is  somewhat  similar  with  reference  to  the  Winne- 
bagoes;  they  also  were  allotted,  but  their  funds  were  dissipated  in  a 
manner  which  can  not  be  gone  into  at  length  in  an  inquiry  of  this 
kind  with  the  time  you  Senators  have  to  devote  to  it.  I  believe  that 
there  should  be  some  accounting,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
Government  will  ever  make  the  restitution  it  should  make,  but  there 
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is  no  question  but  what  they  should  render  some  accounting  and  make 
some  sort  of  a  restitution  which  will  place  these  people  in  a  self- 
respecting  position  and  enable  them  to  make  a  living.  Take  the  case 
of  the  Menominees;  their  lands  were. allotted  for  years;  they  had  the 
best  timberlands  of  any  Indians  in  Wisconsin,  the  best  body  of 
white  pine  that  there  is  in  this  State,  and  under  the  law  of  1908  it 
was  intended  to  conserve  that  timber  and  there  was  an  opportunity 
to  develop  it  so  it  would  be  of  particular  benefit  to  these  people. 
What  did  they  do?  Congress  could  not  administer  the  law^;  it  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Indian  Bureau  wdth  the  cooperation  of  the 
Forest  Service;  they  built  a  sawmill  and  it  was  operated  there  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  there  was  constant  friction,  and  it  was  so  ad- 
ministered as  to  gradually  deplete  the  amount  of  money  to  the  credit 
of  the  Indians.  My  understanding  is  that  they  had  over  $4,000,000, 
but  everything  was  paid  out  of  this  fund  and  it  was  decreased  to 
$2,000,000,  and  I  believe  that  the  Menominees  are  entitled  to  a  strict 
accounting  as  to  the  administration  or  maladministration  of  their 
timber  operations,  and  that  these  funds  due  to  such  maladministra- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  should  be  reimbursed,  and  lam 
not  afraid  to  place  it  in  the  record,  and  I  am  certain  of  the  fact,  that 
the  man  who  has  been  mostly  responsible  during  the  past  15  to  18 
years  for  the  maladministration  of  the  Indian  timberlands  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  is  Mr.  Edgar  B.  Merit t,  both  as  Assistant  and 
as  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

(The  hearing  was  then  adjourned  by  the  chairman  and  the  party 
left  for  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Reservation.) 
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WEDNESDAY,  JULY   10,   1929 

United  States  Senate, 
Subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

Indian  Hall,  Lac  du  Flambeau,  Wis. 
At  9  o'clock  a.  m.  the  hearing  was  called  to  order  by  the  chair- 
man.    Hearing  was  held  in  the  Indian  Hall,  Lac  du  Flambeau. 

Present:  Senator  Frazier  (chairman),  Senators  Robert  M.  La 
FoUette,  jr.,  and  B.  K.  Wheeler. 

Present  also:  Congressman  Nelson  A.  Mason,  clerk  of  the  com- 
mittee; George  J.  Schneider,  and 

Philip  S.  Everest,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  foUows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name.^ — A.  Philip  S.  Everest. 

Q.  You  are  superintendent  of  this  agency  are  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  here? — ^A.  Since  two  years  ago  this 
month. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Indian  Service  prior  to  that?- — 
A.  I  have  been  in  the  Indian  Service  34  years,  just  immediately  prior 
to  coming  here  I  was  at  the  so-called  La  Pointe  Agency  at  Ashland. 
Under  a  recent  consohdation,  however,  the  La  Pointe  and  Laona 
Agencies  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lac  Du  Flambeau  Agency. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Who  is  in  charge  at  Ashland  now? — A.  Senior  Clerk  R.  G. 
Rodman  is  in  charge  of  the  agency  at  Ashland  and  A.  L.  Doan  is  the 
Government  farmer.  Henry  Ritchie  is  in  charge  of  the  agency  at 
Laona. 

Q.  How  many  Pottawattamies  under  your  general  jurisdiction? — 
A.  There  are  418  Pottawattamies;  they  are  located  on  lands  purchased 
for  them  by  the  Government.  These  are  what  we  call  purchased 
selections ;  we  don't  call  them  allotments.  Each  family  has  a  forty  and 
these  forties  were  given  out  under  such  restrictions  that  they  have  not 
been  able  to  alienate  them,  and  following  the  purchase  of  these  selec- 
tions a  certain  amount  of  money  was  expended  for  the  purpose  of 
building  homes  on  the  selections. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  price  was  paid  for  this  land  at  the  time  it 
was  bought? — A.  No;  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  price  paid;  the  land 
was  purchased  12  years  ago,  nor  do  I  know  the  amount  expended  for 
homes  on  the  selections.  Mr.  Bennet  was  superintendent  in  charge 
here  at  the  time.  I  understand  that  he  did  not  make  the  purchase 
of  these  selections,  but  that  a  special  representative  was  sent  by 
Commissioner  Sells  to  do  so. 

1941 
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Q.  What  is  the  situation  with  reference  to  health  conditions  among 
the  Pottawattamies? — A.  In  the  two  years  that  I  have  been  here  I 
have  been  over  the  territory  both  in  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  and 
from  what  I  can  gather  from  information  and  also  my  observation  and 
from  Mr.  Reedy  and  field  nurse,  Mrs.  Wilson,  there  is  quite  a  lot  of 
tuberculosis  among  them  but  not  an  excessive  amount  of  trachoma  as 
compared  with  other  tribes,  and  I  am  as  well  acquainted  with  their 
health  conditions  as  I  could  be  in  the  length  of  time  that  I  have  been 
here.  The  Pottawattamies  are  practically  self-supporting;  they  re- 
ceived a  per  capita  payment  last  January  of  $48,000  and  we  gave  them 
only  $2,000  worth  of  gratuity  rations  last  winter.  Practically  all  of 
them  are  earning  their  living,  at  least  the  larger  portion  of  them  I 
would  say.  On  the  selected  allotments  approximately  30  per  cent 
make  their  own  living,  most  of  the  others  are  woodsmen  working  in 
lumber  camps  in  the  wintertime,  sawmill  employees,  trapping,  hunt- 
ing, fishing,  making  Indian  curios,  handy  work,  and  laborers.  They 
are  all  full  blood  Potawatamies. 

Q.  Do  the  Indians  have  to  pay  a  license  to  hunt? — A.  No;  they  are 
allowed  to  hunt  and  fish  on  the  reservation  without  license.         i 

Q.  Do  you  render  any  medical  attention  to  these  Indians? — A.  Yes; 
we  have  a  contract  doctor  at  Laona,  Dr.  E.  G.  Ovitz,  who  renders 
them  medical  assistance  when  needed.  His  salary  is  $60  a  month, 
in  addition  to  this,  of  course,  he  has  a  private  practice  of  his  own. 
He  is  supposed  to  treat  the  Indians  two  afternoons  a  week  or  evenings, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Indians  go  to  him  at  other  times. 
If  the  Indians  are  too  sick  to  be  taken  to  a  hospital  and  can  not  be 
brought  in,  we  try  and  arrange  with  some  local  doctor  to  go  out  to 
visit  them.  There  is  also  a  Government  field  nurse  at  Laona  who 
visits  the  Indians  in  their  homes.  Doctor  Ovitz  makes  no  field  calls 
as  the  Indians  are  located  from  10  to  90  miles  from  the  office.  The 
field  nurse  has  authority  from  our  office  to  engage  doctors  if  necessary 
where  the  patient  is  unable  to  be  moved  and  if  the  Indian  has  no 
money  of  his  own  (generally  he  has  not)  except  recently  they  have  been 
in  a  little  better  shape  on  account  of  the  $48,000  paj^ment. 

Q.  How  do  you  take  care  of  the  old  and  indigent  Indians  on  this 
reservation? — A.  We  have  an  exigency  fund  for  that  purpose  appro- 
priated by  Congress  last  year.  Last  year  our  allotment  was  '$1,500 
and  out  of  that  $1,500  we  have  to  take  care  of  the  indigent  and  ill 
upon  not  only  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Reservation  but  also  the  Pota- 
watamies and  those  under  the  La  Pointe  Agency  at  Ashland.  Out  of 
that  fund  has  to  come  the  money  for  medical  attention,  hospital  serv- 
ices, and  so  forth,  except  operations.  We  do  not  have  any  fund  for 
which  we  can  pay  for  operations. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  is  sufficient  to  take  care  of  all  the  old  and 
indigent  Indians  on  the  reservation  and  at  the  same  time  render 
proper  medical  attention  to  these  Indians? — A.  We  had  a  small 
balance  left  in  the  fund  last  year.  This,  however,  does  not  indicate 
that  the  amount  allotted  is  sufficient  as  we  have  only  been  'able  to 
take  care  of  the  most  urgent  calls,  the  balance,  as  I  recall,  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  not  over  thirty  or  forty  dollars.  The  La  Pointe 
Indians  have  nearly  $300,000  to  their  credit  so  they  have  been  able  to 
practically  take  care  of  themselves  and  the  $1,500  has  been  spi^ut 
almost  entirely  among  the  Pottawattamies  and  on  the  Lac  du  Flam- 
beau, perhaps  half  on  each  as  near  as  I  recall. 
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Q,  You  feel  then  that  the  fund  is  not  sufficient  for  your  require- 
ments, do  you? — A.  Yes;  it  is  totally  inadequate  to  properly  care  for 
these  Indians. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  feel  is  necessary  to  do  so? — A.  Well,  in  my 
opinion  we  should  have  at  least  $3,500  to  $5,000  per  year  to  expend 
for  this  purpose  on  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  and  at  Laona.  Estimates 
have  been  submitted  to  the  bureau  this  jesiT  and  they  have  allowed 
us  all  the  money  we  aksed  for,  which  is  aroimd  $2,000  or  $2,500;  that 
of  course  is  subject  to  increase  should  occasion  arise  and  it  was  neces- 
saiy  to  have  more  money.  So  far  as  emergency  health  cases  are  con- 
cerned they  have  allowed  me  practically  all  the  m.oney  I  have  asked 
for.  In  setting  the  figure  at  $3,500  to  $5,000  for  the  coming  year  I 
was  contemplating  the  employment  of  a  full-time  physician  at  Laona, 
which  m  itself  would  take  at  least  $2,000  or  $2,500. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Do  most  of  the  Pottawattami  children  attend  school? — A.  We 
only  have  four  or  five  Pottawattami  children  attending  the  Govern- 
ment school  on  the  reservation,  22  of  them  I  believe  are  attending  the 
school  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Mich.,  and  the  balance  attend  public 
schools  in  the  vicinity  of  where  they  live. 

Q.  Do  the}'  attend  school  quite  regularly  as  a  rule? — A.  No.  the 
attendance  is  not  what  we  could  wish  for  due  to  the  fact  that  a  large 
number  of  them  live  quite  a  distance  from  the  rural  schools  and  they 
do  not  attend  as  well  as  they  should.  There  are  approximately  80 
Potawatomi  children  of  school  age:  11  are  attending  the  Indian 
school  at  Tomah,  from  8  to  10  are  in  tubercular  sanitariums  in  the 
State,  3  or  4  in  State  institutions  and  in  the  Government  hospital  at 
Toledo,  Iowa,  and  the  remainder  are  at  home.  That  accounts  for 
about  56  of  the  80,  and  of  the  30  that  are  left  I  would  say  that  about 
half  of  them  are  in  the  public  schools. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  That  $48,000  per  capita  payment  you  mention,  was  that  all 
paid  out  in  one  lump  sum  to  these  Indians? — A.  No;  it  was  paid  out 
in  such  sums  and  in  such  amounts  as  in  the  judgment  of  our  office  at 
the  Laona  office  as  was  necessary'. 

Q.  Has  it  all  been  paid  out? — A.  No;  about  one-third  remains,  I 
might  say  however  that  practically  all  of  the  heads  of  families  have 
received  their  payment  in  full.  The  money  was  practically  all  used 
for  the  purchase  of  food  and  clothing,  but  in  some  instances  horses 
were  purchased  for  those  living  on  selected  forties. 

Q.  From  what  source  or  fund  was  this  $48,000  received? — A.  This 
$48,000  as  I  understand,  all  except  about  $8,000  was  left  over  from  a 
so-called  improvement  fund,  all  of  which  had  not  been  expended  some 
12  years  ago  and  Congressman  Schneider  introduced  a  bill  making 
that  money  available  to  the  tribe. 

Congressman  Schneider.  I  might  say,  if  I  may  at  this  time,  that 
the  money  spoken  of  is  a  part  of  the  claim  that  Congress  granted  to 
the  Pottawattamie  in  the  amount  of  $457,000.  Of  that  amount 
$150,000  was  set  aside  and  made  available  for  the  purchase  of  land 
on  which  the  Pottawattamie  now  live;  that  land  is  held  by  the  Govern- 
ment, but  when  it  was  purchased  it  was  the  understanding  that  the 
Pottawattamie  were  to  have  trust   title  and  later  a  fee  title;  but 
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nothing  has  been  done  so  far  as  I  know  to  that  effect.  Now,  this 
money  just  spoken  of  was  a  part  of  the  $150,000,  some  of  which  was 
set  aside  for  improvements.  In  other  words,  $150,000  was  to  build 
homes  and  equip  the  places  in  such  manner  that  the  Indians  could 
make  a  living  on  them.  All  of  that  money  was  not  spent  and  it  reverted 
to  the  Federal  Treasury,  and  $48,000  was  the  amount  left  or  that 
had  gone  back  to  the  Government.  That  I  believe  explains  how  this 
per  capita  payment  came  about. 

Mr.  Everest  (continuing).  There  are  some  Kansas  Pottawattamies 
Living  up  here,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  except  that  twice  a 
year  or  so  we  pay  through  our  ofRce  lease  money,  and  so  forth,  for 
them;  their  property  is  in  Kansas.  They  are  not  under  our  jurisdiction 
but  are  scattered  around  through  three  or  four  different  counties; 
probably  15  to  18  families,  perhaps  75  to  80  people  in  all,  they  prob- 
ably get  from  six  to  eight  thousand  dollars;  they  are  included,  of 
course,  in  the  $48,000  per  capita  payment.  The  Pottawattamies  living 
over  the  line  in  Michigan  are  Wisconsin  Pattawattamie. 

Q.  How  many  Indians  have  you  altogether A.  I  have  nearly 

4,200  Indians  under  my  jurisdiction  in  both  Wisconsin  and  Michigan; 
and  in  the  year  and  a  half  that  I  have  been  here  I  have  found  it  almost 
impossible  to  do  the  office  work  and  make  personal  calls  over  such  a 
large  territory  on  all  of  the  Indians  like  I  would  like  to  do.  The 
Pottawattamies  are  scattered  over  probably  a  hundred  miles,  and 
while  I  was  up  in  Michigan  I  was  not  off  the  highway.  Most  of  them 
live  several  miles  off  of  the  main  road  and  I  did  not  have  time  to  call 
on  them.  Necessarily  I  have  to  leave  their  supervision  almost 
entirely  to  the  subagent  at  Laona.  Not  any  particular  number  of 
Indians  are  living  in  one  locality. 

Q.  What  salary  does  Mr.  Reedy  get? — A.  $1,200  a  year  I  believe. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  him  competent? — A.  Well,  he  is  better 
acquainted  with  their  condition  than  anyone  I  know  of,  while  he  is 
not  educated  to  any  great  extent  I  have  always  thought  that  he  was 
well  meaning  and  doing  the  best  he  could  for  his  fellow  Indians. 

Q.  There  have  been  quite  a  few  complaints  about  him  being 
addicted  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor,  have  you  ever  made  an 
investigation  of  that  matter? — A.  There  have  been  some  complaints 
in  regard  to  his  personal  habits  I  know.  I  investigated  these  and 
other  Government  officials  have  also  held  investigations.  Mr. 
Payton  Carter,  school  supervisor  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  w^as  I 
believe  one  of  the  investigating  officers.  In  his  report  I  believe  he 
found  conclusive  evidence  of  Mr.  Reedy's  drinking  but  not  to  excess. 

Q.  The  complaint  was  also  made  that  he  had  sold  Uquor? — A.  That 
charge  was  raised  but  there  was  no  substantiation  of  it. 

Q.  When  was  that  investigation  held?— A.  Last  October  I  believe. 
We  hear  from  him  practically  every  day  in  making  applications  for 
money  and  authorizations  for  purchases. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  How  often  do  you  get  reports  from  him? — A.  We  get  a  report 
every  week  from  the  Laona  office  in  which  he  reports  the  places 
visited. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  checked  up  on  him  to  see  if  he  has  made  the  calls 
reported? — A.  No;  we  have  not. 
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Q.  How  are  Indian  estates  handled  on  this  reservation? — A.  The 
handling  of  Indian  estates  is  done  by  M.  E.  Gorman,  the  Potawata- 
mies  I  mean,  he  gets  his  instructions  from  Washington,  I  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  handling  of  Indian  estates. 

Senator  Frazier.  I  think  we  will  excuse  you  for  the  time  being, 
Mr.  Everest,  and  I  will  ask  if  Mr.  Connelly  is  in  the  room?  [Mr. 
Connelly  steps  forward.] 

S.  J.  Connelly,  being  first  duly  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  S.  J.  ConneUy. 

Q.  Kesidence? — A.  Crandon,  Wis. 

Q.  What  official  position  if  any  do  you  hold? — A.  I  am  county 
judge  of  Forest  County,  I  have  been  since  January  1,  1926. 

Q.  I  understand  you  wish  to  make  a  statement  with  reference  to 
conditions  among  the  Indians? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Go  ahead,  make  it  as  brief  as  you  can. — A.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  Potawatamies  located  within  our  county  and  I  am  more  or 
less  familiar  with  their  health  and  financial  condition  as  I  come  in 
contact  with  them  frequently. 

By  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Do  you  find  that  there  is  considerable  tuberculosis  among  the 
Potawatamies? — A.  Yes,  there  is  quite  a  lot  of  T.  B.  Miss  Wilson, 
our  field  nurse,  discovered  T.  B.  among  the  Indians  about  the  first 
of  the  year,  and  the  first  two  or  three  cases  were  handled  under  the 
State  law  the  same  as  any  other  case,  but  the  number  got  so  great 
and  the  expense  so  large  to  Forest  County  that  we  took  the  matter 
up  with  Washington  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  way  of  handling  these 
cases  here.  At  the  present  time  we  are  taking  care  of  16  tubercular 
Indians  and  have  3  in  the  Wisconsin  General  Hospital  with  eye 
trouble.  In  addition  we  have  two  cases  of  T.  B.  but  have  not  been 
so  far  to  get  the  Indians'  consent  to  removal.  Under  the  State  law 
the  State  stands  half,  and  the  county  the  other,  making  $15  a  week 
in  all.  We  now  have  16  cases  on  which  we  are  paying  $7.50  a  week. 
We  had  an  insane  man  by  the  name  of  John  Shine,  an  Indian  85  years 
old,  and  we  were  30  or  40  days  trying  to  get  him  into  the  insane 
hospital — he  had  only  a  pair  of  trousers  and  a  shirt,  no  coat  or  under- 
wear and,  of  course,  no  money.  Mr.  Reedy  said  he  had  no  funds 
and  was  strictly  a  county  charge.  I  wrote  the  State  board  of  control 
and  they  did  not  want  to  send  him  to  Oshkosh,  and  as  the  expense 
would  be  charged  back  to  Forest  County  I  took  the  matter  up  with 
Mr.  Reedy  again  and  he  later  advised  me  that  there  was  $160  in  his 
account  and  to  purchase  him  sufficient  clothing,  so  I  made  an  order 
committing  him.  We  have  two  or  three  applications  for  vacancies 
for  admission  to  a  sanitarium,  and  when  the  necessary  authority  for 
their  admission  was  secured  they  refused  to  leave  home  and  go  away 
for  treatment  so  we  have  to  treat  them  out  there  in  their  shacks  in  the 
woods  where  they  are  living. 

Q.  These  shacks  are  some  of  the  homes  built  with  this  so-called 
improvement  fund  are  they  not? — A.  Yes;  most  of  them  were  built 
with  the  improvement  fund  I  understand,  none  of  them  were  built 
with  the  thought  of  sanitation  in  mine,  they  are  stuck  back  on  the 
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side  of  a  hill  or  at  the  bottom  of  a  hill  and  a  lot  of  these  places  are 
not  fit  for  a  human  being  to  live  in. 

Q.  What  kind  of  land  are  these  selected  forties  purchased  for  the 
Indians? — A.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  practically  impossible  for  an 
Indian  or  a  white  man  either  to  make  a  living  on  them.  The  few- 
white  men  who  have  tried  to  make  a  living  on  the  land  adjoining 
these  Indian  forties  have  long  since  given  up  and  left,  practically  all 
of  them  without  exception  have  pulled  out. 

Q.  What  kind  of  land  is  it? — A.  Mostly  cut-over  land,  very  rough 
and  stony,  practically  no  tillable  land.  Very  little  of  this  land  has 
been  cleared  in  the  last  14  years.  When  the  Indians  came  here  they 
tried  to  do  a  little  farming,  cut  a  little  wood  and  pick  berries — wood 
cutting  is  about  the  only  income  they  have.  Now,  we  do  not  believe 
that  the  burden  of  taking  care  of  these  tubercular  Indians  should  be 
placed  upon  Forest  County.  These  cases  are  very  hard  to  handle 
as  the  tubercular  Indian  is  not  confined,  he  goes  and  comes  when  he 
pleases,  mingles  with  the  whites,  go  into  stores  and  business  places  in 
towns  and  are  a  menace  to  the  entire  community.  We  consider  that 
the  Indians  are  wards  of  the  Government  and  as  such  the  Government 
should  look  after  them  and  not  expect  us  to  do  so  with  the  limited 
resources  we  have,  of  course  w^hen  they  refuse  to  do  so  in  order  to 
protect  the  health  of  the  white  people  in  our  community  we  are 
forced  to  take  care  of  these  Indians.  The  Indians  themselves  have 
no  facilities  for. taking  care  of  one  of  their  number  who  becomes 
afflicted  with  T.  B.,  usually  after  T.  B.  is  discovered  the  Indian 
remains  in  the  home  where  seven  or  eight  sleep  on  the  floor  or  in  one 
bed,  probably  all  they  have  to  sleep  on  is  a  blanket  on  the  floor.  No 
sanitary  provisions  are  taken  and  under  such  conditions  it  is  only  a 
matter  of  time  until  they  are  all  tubercular. 

We  are  frequently  called  on  to  render  aid  to  Indians  in  other  ways. 
Take  the  case  of  Fred  Megesek,  an  Indian  who  was  sent  to  the  Wis- 
consin General,  after  being  sent  through  the  cUnic  he  was  operated 
on  and  died.  We  were  called  on  to  ship  his  body  back  to  his  folks 
a*lid  paid  the  expense  out  of  county  funds.  This  case  in  particular 
was  unusual  in  that  they  held  the  expenses  down  to  about  a  hundred 
dollars;  the  body  was  shipped  back  by  express  and  the  charges  were 
$20  and  the  Indians  drove  to  Pelican  to  bring  the  body  home,  but 
before  the  express  company  would  let  them  have  the  body  they 
demanded  the  money  and  I  had  to  advance  it  personally.  In  all,  the 
expense  to  the  county  was  over  a  hundred  dollars,  and  Mr.  Reddy 
said  this  man  had  no  account  at  Laona  and  no  method  of  securing 
any  help.  There  are  other  cases  of  this  kind,  I  don't  recall  them 
offhand,  but  cases  such  as  this  are  rather  common  among  the  Pota- 
wat amies.  I  was  talking  with  an  Indian  some  time  ago,  a  very 
intelligent  man  by  the  way,  Dan  Shephard,  and  he  tells  me  that  due 
to  the  Pottawattamies  intermarrying  with  other  Indians  and  the  con- 
ditions under  which  they  live,  that  half  of  them  are  now  afflicted  with 
venereal  disease. 

Now,  the  situation  in  our  county  with  reference  to  assisting  the 
Indians  is  such  that  we  have  just  about  reached  the  limit.  We  have 
$120,000  in  tax  certificates  that  we  are  unable  to  sell  and  it  is  ques- 
tionable whether  we  will  be  able  to  collect  enough  tax  in  to  continue 
paying  $7.50  a  week  if  the  State  taxes  that  back  to  us.     We  have 
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five  or  six  ca^es  now  that  should  go  to  the  Wisconsin  General,  but 
their  board  down  there  is  $2.58  a  day,  plus  their  transportation. 
Fortunately  the  Indians  have  not  yet  discovered  the  mother's  pen- 
sion law,  and  when  they  do  I  don't  know  what  will  happen  to  our 
county,  as  we  could  not  raise  sufficient  money  to  take  care  of  them. 
Q.  You  have  had  more  or  less  dealings  with  Mr.  Reedy — what 
kind  of  a  man  is  he? — A.  He  is  a  mixed-blood  Indian,  formerly 
interpreter  at  the  agency  at  Laona,  and  when  they  pulled  the  agency 
out  he  was  left  there  in  charge.  From  reports  I  have  received  from 
the  Indians  and  from  my  personal  dealings  with  him  I  would  say 
that  he  is  not  as  efficient  as  he  might  be. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  him  drinking  or  selling  liquor  or 
anj^thing  like  that? — A.  There  have  been  several  reports  of  his 
drinking  and  selling  liquor,  but  we  have  never  been  able  to  substantiate 
this.  Many  complaints  have  come  in,  however,  about  his  son  handling 
liquor  and  selling  it  to  the  Indians — the  local  police  have  searched 
his  premises  but  no  liquor  was  found.  It  is  reported  that  the  son 
was  handling  liquor — this  son,  you  understand,  does  not  live  with  his 
father  but  on  a  place  near  Laona — he  is  operating  a  rural  mail  route 
out  of  there.  Personally,  I  don't  think  there  is  any  question  that  he 
is  engaged  in  the  booze  business. 

Q.  Does  the  county  make  an  effort  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic 
and  do  they  get  any  cooperation  from  the  Federal  prohibition  officers? — 
A.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  drinking  among  the  Potawatamies;  it 
seems  to  be  an  easy  matter  for  them  to  get  it.  A  month  or  so  ago  8 
or  10  bootleggers  were  picked  up,  I  think  by  the  Federal  men  and 
through  the  special  officer  of  the  Indian  Department — Mr.  Hansel,  I 
think,  is  the  man — and  some  men  from  Ashland.  The  liquor  situation 
here  is  such  right  now,  however,  that  the  county  can  not  handle  it. 

W.  E.  SwiTZER,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Fra?ier: 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  W.  E.  Switzer. 

Q.  And  you  reside? — A.  At  Crandon,  Wis. 

Q.  What  official  position  if  any  do  you  hold? — A.  I  am  superin- 
tendent of  schools  of  Forest  County. 

Q.  How  many  Indian  children  attend  schools  in  your  county? — 
A.  Between  35  and  40. 

Q.  Do  you  receive  tuition  from  the  Federal  Government  for  the 
Indian  children? — A.  No,  we  do  not.  I  understand  they  do  not  pay 
any  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Q.  Do  the  Indian  children  attend  school  regularly? — A.  Those 
living  close  to  the  school  do  attend  quite  regularly  but  those  living 
some  distance  away  from  school  do  not  attend  as  regular  as  they 
should.  We  try  to  get  the  Indian  children  to  attend  our  schools, 
and  encourage  them  to  do  so,  but  our  greatest  ^awback  has  been  in 
keeping  them  clean;  we  insist  on  cleanliness,  and  if  they  come  to 
school  in  an  uncleanly  condition  we  immediately  send  them  home  and 
notify  their  parents  as  well  as  Mr.  Reedy  and  the  Indian  nurse  to  get 
them  cleaned  up  and  send  them  back  to  school,  and  it  has  kept  Mr. 
Reedy  and  the  Indian  nurse  quite  busy  going  into  homes  and  things 
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like  that  and  looking  after  these  children  and  instructing  their 
parents,  but  I  believe  that  good  results  have  been  obtained,  as  the 
children  are  now  in  a  cleanly  and  healthy  condition.  The  trouble  is, 
however,  that  a  lot  of  these  people  have  nothing  to  do  anything 
with  some  of  them,  a  lot  of  them  I  would  say,  are  very  poor  and  they 
have  no  money  or  means  of  getting  the  necessities  required..  The 
pupils  themselves  have  been  quite  healthy  except  last  spring  the  flue 
came  on  and  during  that  time  or  most  of  that  time  there  were  no 
children  in  school.  We  took  the  matter  up  with  Mr.  Reedy  at 
Laona  and  he  stated  he  had  visited  a  number  of  them  in  their  homes 
and  found  they  were  sick,  with  nothing  in  the  house  to  eat  and  no 
money  to  buy  anything  with,  and  I  told  him  I  thought  you  were  going 
to  get  money  from  Washington  for  the  Indians,  and  he  said  he 
thought  so  too,  but  it  did  not  seem  to  come.  I  said  ''Can  not  Mr. 
Everest  do  anything  for  you?"  and  he  said  he  had  been  trying  but 
could  not.  I  then  told  him  that  I  would  write  to  Mr.  Schneider 
about  it  and  he  said  '*I  wish  you  would";  that  was  the  reason  for 
the  extended  correspondence  with  Mr,  Schneider. 

When  I  went  into  office  two  years  ago  there  was  a  report  current 
that  all  the  Indian  children  were  going  to  be  sent  to  the  public  schools ; 
there  was  nothing  official  on  this  that  I  know  of,  but  Mr.  Reedy  said 
that  was  the  intention.  When  I  found  that  out  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
all  the  teachers  in  the  schools  where  I  expected  Indian  children  to 
attend  and  asked  that  the  white  children  make  the  Potawatomi 
children  feel  at  home  among  them  and  in  their  relations  socially  to 
treat  them  the  same  as  the  whites.  Everything  moved  along  very 
nicely  and  along  later  in  the  winter  State  Superintendent  Callahan 
wanted  me  to  come  to  Madison  for  a  conference,  but  I  did  not  feel 
that  I  had  very  much  information  to  carry  down  there  so  I  went  to 
Mr.  Reedy  and  had  him  invite  the  chief  down,  and  we  three  had  a 
very  satisfactory  conference  and  decided  to  call  a  conference  of  the 
Indians,  which  we  did  on  January  22,  1928.  We  had  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  30  or  40  Indians,  and  I  made  up  a  list  of  15  questions — my 
first  question  was.  What  do  you  think  of  the  idea  of  your  children 
attending  the  public  schools?  And  they  said  that  was  fine,  that  they 
preferred  the  public  school  as  children  learn  more  than  in  the  Govern- 
ment schools,  but  they  said  it  was  hard  to  get  the  children  up  and  get 
them  started  to  school  on  time  in  the  morning,  and  then  I  asked  them 
this  question,  What  kind  of  schools  will  best  equip  the  Indian  children 
so  that  they  can  go  out  in  the  world  and  make  a  living  10  yeai-s  from 
now,  and  they  said  that  their  children  should  learn  some  trade  or 
vocation  so  that  they  could  be  self-supporting;  that  it  was  very  hard 
for  an  Indian  to  make  a  living  in  Forest  County  and  that  it  would  be 
still  harder  10  years  from  now  when  the  timber  was  removed  and  the 
mills  closed  down.  They  also  said  that  a  school  of  this  kind  should 
be  so  located  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the  Indians  to  go  along 
ways  from  home  to  attend  it  to  get  their  training;  they  would  like 
to  have  a  rural  school  like  the  whites  right  near  their  home.  I 
believe  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  have  a  trade  school  to  teach  voca- 
tional education,  something  that  would  prepare  them  to  go  out  and 
make  a  living  so  that  they  would  be  self-supporting.  They  seemed 
favorably  inclined  to  a  school  of  this  kind  under  Government  super- 
vision somewhat  similar  to  the  day  boarding  school,  but  they  do  not 
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like  the  small  children  taken  away  from  their  homes  and  sent  to  the 
boarding  school  as  is  now  the  case.  My  idea  is  that  if  we  had  a  trade 
school,  say  at  Wabeno,  which  would  be  an  accredited  school  and 
which  the  larger  pupils  could  attend,  that  it  would  be  of  great  benefit. 

We  have  1 5  Indian  pupils  attending  one  rural  school  and  the  school 
board  have  hired  an  Indian  to  transport  them,  and  we  have  not  had  a 
complaint  from  that  school  about  their  being  irregular  in  attendance. 
The  Indian  children  do  quite  well  in  school,  although  they  have  not 
the  same  temperament  as  the  white  child,  as  their  home  conditions 
are  different;  in  a  lot  of  the  homes  the  Indian  language  is  spoken,  and 
the  incentive  is  not  there  for  them  to  want  to  forge  ahead.  Practically 
all  of  the  Indian  children  are  in  school;  in  fact  I  know  of  only  one 
community  where  there  were  five  Indian  children  not  in  the  school 
district  who  were  not  attending  regularly;  they  were  3  miles  from  the 
school,  there  was  no  transportation,  but  in  good  weather  they  walked, 
but  when  the  weather  became  bad  they  did  not  attend;  we  made  an 
eft'ort  to  have  them  come  and  I  tried  to  get  the  school  board  to  fur- 
nish transportation  and  also  to  get  the  Government  to  pay  tuition, 
but  thej^  said  there  was  no  law  pro\ading  for  the  payment  of  tuition 
in  any  State,  although  in  writing  to  the  State  Department  I  am  in- 
formed that  they  are  paying  the  State  of  Minnesota  $30,000  a  year, 
but  in  Wisconsin  they  will  not  pay  anything.  I  got  that  report  from 
State  Superintendent  Callahan.  The  final  upshot  of  it  was  that  they 
agreed  to  pay  tuition  for  the  pupils  attending  this  school.  Some  of 
our  correspondence  had  gone  through  the  Indian  Bureau  and  some 
came  back  to  Mr.  Everest,  and  they  got  the  idea  or  impression  that 
I  had  gone  out  of  my  w^ay  telling  about  the  Indian  situation  in  the 
county  and  things  not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  duties  of  a  super- 
intendent of  schools  of  Forest  County.  I  have  given  quite  a  little 
study  to  the  Indian  problem,  and  I  have  gained  the  impression  from 
something  I  have  read  in  the  papers  or  in  some  other  way  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  graduall}^  change  the  status  of 
the  Indian  from  that  of  a  Government  ward  to  a  State  ward,  and 
eventually  place  them  on  their  own  responsibility,  and  I  was  thinking 
about  the  problem  and  the  way  it  might  work  out,  particularly  in 
relation  to  their  financial  condition,  and  it  presents  to  me  three  serious 
problems;  one  is  the  educational  problem,  the  other  the  health 
problem,  and  the  other  is  the  problem  of  dependency. 

Taking  first  the  educational  problem;  the  w^hite  people  to-day  feel 
unsafe  in  sending  their  children  to  the  public  schools  where  the 
Indians  attend  for  the  reason  that  the  Indians  are  more  or  less  affected 
with  tuberculosis,  particularly  is  this  true  of  the  Pottawattamies, 
tuberculosis  has  been  rampant  among  them  for  years  and  I  believe 
is  on  the  increase  for  the  reason  that  very  little  if  anything  is  done 
to  check  it.  Last  spring  there  was  a  serious  epidemic  of  flu,  some 
were  tubercular  suspects  and  the  Indian  nurse  brought  in  40  or  50 
for  examination  and  she  got  22  reactions,  in  other  words,  22  cases, 
and  I  understand  that  after  that  Judge  Connelly  committed  13  cases 
and  she  must  have  found  more  since.  So  far  I  understand  she  has  only 
got  about  25  per  cent  of  the  suspects  in,  and  in  talking  with  her  as 
to  the  T.  B.  situation  among  the  Pottawattamies  she  expressed  the 
opinion  that  about  40  per  cent  of  them  have  it,  and  I  regard  that 
situation  as  a  very  serious  menace  to  the  health  of  the.  white  children. 
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In  addition  to  the  T.  B.  situation  I  also  believe  that  trachoma  is 
quite  prevalent  and  on  the  increase  for  the  reason  that  practically 
nothing  has  been  done  to  control  it.  The  T.  B.  situation,  however, 
I  feel  has  been  very  much  neglected,  just  now  they  are  making  an 
effort  to  do  something  about  it  and  are  finding  much  more  than  they 
suspected.  I  asked  the  nurse  about  the  trachoma  situation  and  she 
tells  me  that  about  10  per  cent  of  the  Pottawattamies  are  affected  with 
trachoma.  One  of  the  worst  situations  among  the  Indians  and  the 
hardest  to  cope  with  is  the  fact  that  when  an  Indian  becomes  affected 
with  T.  B.  he  is  not  isolated  or  taken  care  of  in  the  proper  manner, 
they  live  and  sleep  in  the  same  room  with  other  Indians  not  affected 
and  do  not  take  any  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease 
and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  before  they  all  have  it.  The  same  is 
true  to  a  lesser  extent  of  trachoma.  It  is  such  things  as  this,  however, 
which  cause  the  white  people  to  feel  that  it  is  unsafe  to  have  their 
children  attend  the  same  school  as  the  Indian  children  and  mingle 
with  them,  under  present  conditions. 

A.  E.  Germer,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  A.  E.  Germer. 

Q.  Your  business  and  residence? — A.  I  am  an  attorney  at  law  at 
Crandon,  Wis.,  and  am  also  connected  with  the  lumber  and  real  estate 
business. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  to  make  to  the  committee? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Make  your  statement. — A.  I  have  lived  in  this  country  a  good 
many  years,  for  a  period  of  years,  although  not  at  the  present  time; 
I  was  a  member  of  the  county  board  and  had  every  occasion  to  become 
familiar  with  the  condition  among  the  Pottawattamies. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  purchase  of  these  so-called  selected 
forties  that  were  made  here? — A.  I  am  not  familiar  with  that  except 
about  3,000  acres  purchased  for  these  selected  allotments,  they  paid 
$9  an  acre  for  the  land  when  it  was  purchased,  that  was  12  or  14 
years  ago;  the  going  price  for  land  at  that  time  was  around  $10  to  $12 
an  acre — that  does  not  mean  the  price  to-day,  you  understand. 

Q.  What  kind  of  soil  was  it,  suitable  for  farming? — A.  It  was  good 
clay  soil  but  quite  sandy  and  stony;  the  land  is  not  adapted  to  farming; 
most  of  the  Indians  and  many  of  the  whites  were  unsuccessful  in 
making  a  living  on  the  land  and  have  abandoned  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  kind  of  houses  constructed 
on  these  lands  for  the  Indians? — A.  Yes;  I  have  been  in  quite  a 
number  of  Indian  homes  around  Crandon.  Speaking  of  the  homes 
built  of  these  selected  allotments,  they  vary  in  size  from,  I  would 
say,  12  by  16,  16  by  16,  to  16  by  24;  none  of  them  have  a  foundation 
or  cellar  as  a  rule,  one  story  high,  and  with  very  Uttle  protection  against 
winter  weather.  They  are  boarded  on  the  outside  and  ceiled  on  the 
inside,  and  are  so  constructed  that  they  are  very  hard  to  heat.  They 
are  not  the  best  kind  of  houses  by  any  means.  I  do  not  know  of  a 
single  Indian  who  is  making  his  living  on  one  of  these  allotments; 
most  of  them  make  a  Uving  by  picking  moss  and  berries  or  cutting 
wood.     Most  of  the  counties  are  furnishing  limited  assistance  to 
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needy  Indians,  and  it  has  become  quite  a  burden,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Government  should  do  something.  There  are  11,000  acres 
of  Indian  land  in  the  county  that  is  not  paying  a  cent  of  taxes,  and 
it  makes  quite  a  drain  on  the  county.  The  Indian  land  is  not  taxable 
for  20  years,  and  the  county  is  spending  a  lot  of  money  every  year  for 
the  relief  of  the  Indians. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Most  of  these  Indians,  I  understand,  are  in  very  poor  circum- 
stances?— A.  Yes;  the  situation  among  the  Pottawattamies  is  very 
bad;  they  are  very  poor,  many  of  them  are  destitute  and  hungry; 
particularly  is  this  true  in  the  winter  time,  and  the  counties  and  towns 
are  obliged  to  look  after  them  the  best  they  can.  We  feel  that  the 
Indians  are  wards  of  the  Government  and  that  the  Government  would 
take  care  of  them  in  such  manner  that  they  would  not  be  objects  of 
charity  and  a  burden  upon  the  white  people.  So  far  as  Mr.  Reedy 
is  concerned,  I  consider  him  competent  and  feel  that  he  is  doing  the 
best  he  can  for  the  Indians  with  what  resources  he  can  muster. 

Q.  Do  these  Indians  receive  proper  medical  attention? — A.  I 
believe  it  would  be  better  to  direct  certain  doctors  to  do  the  work 
rather  than  have  a  full-time  physician  at  Laona,  as  in  the  winter  time 
the  roads  are  bad  and  it  is  sometimes  almost  impossible  to  get  through 
to  the  Indian's  home,  and  I  know  in  our  town  of  Crandon  the  doctor 
does  not  like  to  make  a  trip  out  to  see  an  Indian  in  the  winter  time 
unless  it  is  an  emergency  case,  and  when  they  do  so  they  do  not  expect 
to  get  any  pay  for  it,  but  I  know  they  do  go  in  emergency  cases. 

Philip  S.  Everest,  recalled  for  further  examination,  testified  as 
follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Who  is  in  charge  of  the  La  Pointe  Agency? — A.  R.  G.  Rodman, 
senior  clerk,  is  in  charge  of  the  agency  at  Ashland  and  A.  L.  Dohn  is 
the  Government  farmer  at  Odanah.  Mr.  Rodman  is  here  if  you  wish 
to  call  on  him;  Mr.  Dohn  is  in  Ohio  at  present. 

Q.  How  many  Indians  under  his  charge  there? — A.  There  are 
approximately  1,000  Indians  enrolled  in  the  Bad  River  tribe  and  under 
his  jurisdiction;  they  are  not  all  located  on  the  reservation,  however; 
many  of  them  have  removed  elsewhere,  but  that  is  the  number  orig- 
inally belonging  to  the  La  Pointe  or  Bad  River  Tribe. 

Q.  How  many  in  your  estimation  are  now  living  on  the  reser- 
vation?— A.  I  would  say  not  to  exceed  650  at  this  time. 

Q.  I  understand  you  were  located  at  Ashland  before  coming 
here? — A.  Yes;  I  was  in  charge  of  the  La  Pointe  Reservation  for  a 
period  of  13  years  prior  to  the  time  I  came  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  amount  now  stands  to  the  credit  of  these 
Indians  in  the  nature  of  trust  funds? — A.  They  have  a  balance  due 
them  to  their  credit  of  about  $300,000;  that  money  is  placed  to  their 
credit  in  the  Treasury  and  the  money  is  disbursed  through  our  office 
to  the  Indians.  That  money  is  paid  out  the  same  as  trust  funds; 
in  other  words  it  is  a  supervised  expenditure.  With  reference  to  the 
statements  made  by  Judge  Connelly  and  other  county  officials  with 
reference  to  conditions  among  the  Pottawattamies,  I  would  say  that 
they  are  very  largely  correct.  Beginning  last  January  all  of  the 
Indians  had  funds,  and  in  that  event,  of  course,  the  department  would 
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not  respond  to  any  request  for  gratuity.  I  have  written  the  depart- 
ment  with  reference  to  the  burden  of  looking  after  many  of  these  ill 
and  indigent  Indians  being  shifted  over  onto  some  of  the  counties^ 
and  they  have  informed  me  that  there  is  no  governmental-maintained 
institute  provided  for  the  care  of  the  tubercular  Indian  except  the 
sanitarium  at  Toledo,  Iowa,  which  is  filled  to  overflowing  practically 
all  the  time.  We  have  tried  to  do  what  we  could  to  remedy  the 
situation  but  the  department  informs  us  that  there  is  a  lack  of  funds, 
and  I  have  been  unable  to  get  funds  to  do  the  work  necessary.  I  have 
written  the  Washington  office  with  regard  to  conditions  out  here^ 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  school  situation,  and  referred  to 
them  a  letter  from  the  Laona  office  with  reference  to  the  conditions 
there. 

Senator  La  Follette.  I  would  like  to  have  you  present  to  this 
committee  all  of  the  correspondence  which  you  have  directed  to  the 
Indian  Office  at  Washington  or  their  employees  concerning  condi  tions 
among  the  Pottawattamies.  I  think  it  is  a  deplorable  situation  and 
it  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress  and  something^ 
done  for  these  people.  You  can  get  your  files  from  the  office  and 
bring  them  to  us  here  this  afternoon,  all  of  the  correspondence  bearing- 
on  this  matter. 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir,  Senator,  I  will  do  so. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  Indian  Bureau  at  Washington  knew  what 
the  conditions  were  out  here. 

Q.  What  about  your  Indian  policeman  Patty  Markassen,  there 
have  been  several  complaints  about  this  man  drinking  and  carousing" 
around? — A.  This  man  was  discharged  four  or  five  years  ago  on  the 
grounds  of  drunk  and  disorderly  conduct,  I  believe  that  was  the  charge 
as  I  recall  it  now.  He  is  no  longer  in  the  service,  the  same  charges- 
having  been  made  against  him  and  he  resigned  some  two  weeks  ago. 
He  was  reinstated  in  the  service  on  the  promise  that  he  cut  out  drink- 
ing and  on  the  further  fact  that  when  on  duty  he  was  the  best  and 
most  efficient  police  officer  we  ever  had.  I  have  had  no  complaints 
as  to  his  conduct  up  until  shortly  before  he  resigned  about  two  weeks 
ago,  prior  to  that  time  I  believe  he  had  kept  his  promise.  We  have  a 
new  policeman  there  now  by  the  name  of  John  Basina;  he  is  a  war 
veteran  and  a  man  of  average  good  reputation.  It  is  a  problem,  how- 
ever, to  get  police  officers  that  will  measure  up  to  the  requirements,, 
as  they  only  get  a  salary  of  $40  a  month  and  have  to  support  them- 
selves. 

Q.  It  is  reported  that  this  man  was  an  ex-convict  and  had  a  police 
record;  what  do  you  know  about  that? — A.  I  know  nothing  about 
that  whatever.  It  must  have  happened  before  I  came  here;  his 
record  is  probably  in  the  files  at  the  office  but  I  never  looked  it  up. 
With  reference  to  the  statement  made  to  one  of  the  investigators  by 
one  Frank  Anton  of  Varago,  Mich.,  that  in  1909  he  made  application 
for  $1,500  through  the  Government  farmer  and  that  without  his 
knowledge  the  amount  was  increased  to  $2,799.99,  but  that  $1,500' 
was  all  he  ever  got.  That  claim  has,  I  believe,  been  all  threshed  out 
and  the  records  show  that  Anton  got  all  the  money  he  was  entitled 
to  and  that  the  check  was  drawn  to  his  order  for  said  amount.  Mr. 
Dohn  I  believe  was  farmer  there  at  the  time  and  the  records  of  this 
transaction  are  in  the  Odanah  office  and  will  show  that  he  got  all  he 
had  coming  and  there  is  no  substantiation  of  the  fact  that  he  lost 
anything. 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES      1953 

George  B.  Aschenbrenner,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  State  your  name? — A.  George  B.  Aschenbrenner. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? — A.  Here  in  Lac  du  Flambeau. 

Q.  And  w^hat  is  your  business? — A.  I  am  merchant  here. 

Q.  What  matter  do  you  wish  to  bring  before  the  committee? — A.  I 
would  like  to  bring  to  the  committee's  attention  the  matter  of  our 
schoolhouse  site.  I  was  appointed  as  chairman  of  a  committee  the 
other  night  to  find  out  whether  land  could  be  purchased  for  a  school- 
house  site  for  the  town.  We  have  a  schoolhouse  at  present  but  it 
has  been  condemned,  there  are  59  pupils  in  it  and  it  is  impossible  for 
one  teacher  to  handle  that  many.  Now^,  what  I  want  to  find  out  is 
why  a  new  schoolhouse  is  necessary.  You  understand  that  the 
Indians  here  pay  no  taxes  and  there  are  only  9  white  children  attending 
that  school,  the  balance  are  Indians.  This  is  a  district  school  main- 
tained by  the  taxpayers  of  the  district  and  the  school  board  I  under- 
stand have  voted  to  build  a  $20,000  school. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  You  need  the  school,  don't  you? — A.  Yes;  we  do  not  deny  that 
we  need  the  school  but  we  believe  that  the  Government  should  build 
a  school  for  the  Indians  on  tribal  land.  In  other  words,  we  do  not 
feel  that  the  few  white  taxpayers  here  should  be  called  upon  to  build 
a  school  for  the  Indians  who  pay  no  taxes.  If  it  w^ere  not  for  the 
Indian  children  attending  this  school  it  could  be  fixed  up  at  small 
expense  and  made  suitable  for  the  few  white  children  attending. 

Q.  I  don't  see  how  you  could  conduct  a  school  with  only  nine 
white  pupils.  Do  the  Indian  children  attend  school  regularly? — A. 
No,  not  as  regular  as  they  should  be,  out  of  a  whole  school  year  I 
don't  suppose  they  will  average  over  50  per  cent  attendance.  If  they 
had  a  school  of  their  own  I  believe  their  attendance  would  be  more 
regular,  as  it  should  be.  Another  feature  of  this  school  situation  is 
this — about  one-sixth  of  the  land  in  this  township  is  owned  by  the 
whites  and  in  order  to  have  the  school  located  in  town  it  would  be 
necessary  to  build  it  upon  Indian  land,  otherwise  the  school  w^ould  be 
located  a  mile  out  of  town.  Furthermore,  I  would  like  to  know  of 
a  schoolhouse  can  be  located  on  Indian  land  without  permission  from 
the  Indian  Office.  The  money  that  we  can  raise  by  taxation  is 
hmited.  We  raised  the  money  for  roads  5  per  cent  and  our  district 
attorney  would  not  allow  us  to  raise  another  nickel  this  last  year,  so 
you  can  see  we  are  in  bad  shape  and  can  not  raise  any  school  money 
at  the  present  time  that  will  build  a  large  schoolhouse. 

Q.  You  get  State  aid  here  don't  you? — A.  Yes,  some. 

Q.  How  much? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Has  an3^thing  been  done  with  reference  to  building  this  school 
as  yet? — A.  No,  the  matter  has  been  held  in  abeyance  until  your 
committee  got  here.  What  I  would  like  to  know  is.  Can  the  school 
board  vote  to  building  a  $20,000  school  for  the  benefit  of  only  nine 
white  children,  and  can  the  school  be  located  on  tribal  land,  and  is 
it  legal  for  an  Indian  to  hold  office  on  the  school  board? 

Q.  As  to  whether  or  not  the  schoolhouse  can  be  located  on  tribal 
land  is  a  matter  entirely  within  the  discretion  of  the  Indian  Bureau, 
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that  would  be  my  impression.  As  to  your  other  questions,  Mr. 
Callahan  is  here  and  he  is  familiar  with  the  school  situation  and  I 
am  sure  he  would  be  glad  to  discuss  the  matter  with  you. 

John  McKinnon,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Your  name  and  residence? — A.  John  McKinnon,  Lac  du 
Flambeau. 

Q.  Your  business? — A.  Real  estate  dealer;  I  am  also  a  member  of 
the  school  board. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  here? — A.  Seven  years. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee? — A. 
Well,  we  have  a  condition  here  where  50  Indian  children  and  from 
7  to  9  white  children  attend  district  school,  the  Indians  out-vote  the 
whites  3  to  1.  The  question  in  my  mind  is  whether  they  have  a 
right  to  hold  office  or  hold  office  on  the  school  board.  Why  should 
not  the  50  Indian  children  attending  this  school  go  to  the  Govern- 
ment-supported school  here;  in  that  event  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  build  a  new  schoolhouse. 

Senator  La  Follette.  If  they  are  residents  of  the  school  district 
there  is  no  question  but  what  they  have  the  right  to  vote  and  all 
children  residing  within  the  district  have  the  right  to  attend  school. 
There  is  no  question  about  that  matter ;  they  are  doing  it  all  over  the 
State  of  Wisconsin.  Those  Indians  who  are  living  outside  the 
district  would,  of  course,  not  have  the  right  to  vote. 

Mr.  McKinnon.  What  I  can't  undrestand  is  why  those  children 
do  not  attend  the  Government  school;  I  can't  understand  why  the 
town  should  educate  the  Indian  children  when  they  have  a  school  of 
their  own. 

Senator  La  Follette.  I  am  not  familiar  enough  with  local  con- 
ditions to  answer  your  question.  Certainly  if  the  Indians  live  within 
the  school  district  and  they  are  citizens,  they  have  the  same  rights  as 
the  whites. 

Mr.  McKinnon.  The  Indians  prefer  to  have  their  children  attend 
the  public  school  because  they  feel  that  the  children  get  a  better 
education.  I  don't  see  why  the  Government  could  not  conduct  their 
school  so  it  would  be  on  a  par  with  the  public  school;  I  don't  know 
who  is  to  blame  for  that,  but  it  is  a  fact.  When  I  came  here  a  few 
years  ago  there  were  just  a  few  Indians  located  here  in  town;  there 
were  practically  no  roads,  and  at  my  own  expense  I  built  20  miles  of 
road  and  paid  the  Indians  for  working  and  I  turned  that  road  over 
and  never  asked  a  nickel  for  it.  Practically  all  of  our  taxation  goes 
for  school  and  roads;  and  if  we  build  this  school  we  will  have  nothing 
to  go  on  for  several  years;  we  can  hardly  get  along  the  way  things  are 
ana  maintain  the  school  as  it  is. 

Senator  Frazier.  Can  you  give  us  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
school? 

Mr.  McKinnon.  No;  I  can  not. 

Mrs.  Keene.  I  will  get  it  for  you,  Senator,  and  have  it  here  this 
afternoon. 

Senator  Frazier.  Thank  you. 

What  do  you  know  about  the  liquor  traffic  here  on  the  reservation? 
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Mr.  McKiNNON.  I  could  not  say;  I  have  been  in  bed  sick  for  a 
year,  and  I  don't  know  anything  about  the  liquor  traffic  here  on  the 
reservation. 

Senator  Frazier.  Very  well.     Thank  you  for  coming  here. 

Lac  du  Flambeau,  Wis. 
Total  enrollment,  63  pupils.     Total  cost  or  expenditures,  $2,710.63.     Average 
cost  per  child,  $43.03. 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Keexe,  Clerk  District  No.  1. 

W.  T.  McCaull,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  State  your  name.— A.  W.  T.  McCaull. 

Q.  Residence? — A.  Lac  du  Flambeau. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  wish  to  make  to  the  comniittee? — 
A.  You  have  heard  of  the  school  meeting  here  Monday  night  in  which 
the  proposition  of  building  a  $26,000  school  came  up  and  it  would 
have  passed  but  for  the  fact  that  we  had  the  meeting  postponed.  We 
have  no  use  for  a  $26,000  school  with  basement  and  swdmming  pool, 
and  the  few  taxpayers  here  can  not  afford  to  build  such  a  school. 
The  motion  to  build  the  new  schoolhouse  was  made,  I  believe,  by  Tom 
St.  Germaine,  an  Indian,  although  the  minutes  of  the  clerk  will  show 
that.  The  trouble  is  the  Indians  outvote  us  3  to  1,  but  w^e  are  the 
ones  that  pay  the  taxes  and  will  have  to  pay  for  the  new  school  if  one 
is  built.  What  I  would  like  to  know  is,  Can  the  Indians  vote  and 
hold  office  on  the  school  board? 

Senator  La  Follette.  Yes;  they  can  vote  and  hold  office  too  if 
they  are  citizens  and  residents  of  the  school  district. 

Senator  Frazier.  Do  you  know  anything  about  intoxicating  liquor 
being  sold  here  on  the  reservation? 

Mr.  McCaull.  Only  in  a  general  way  from  what  I  see.  The 
Indians  seem  to  have  no  trouble  getting  liquor,  those  that  want  it, 
but  as  far  as  conditions  on  the  reservation  go  from  my  observation 
the  Indian  does  not  drink  any  more  than  the  average  white. 

Wm.  G.  Dormeyer,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 
By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  and  residence? — A.  Wm.  G.  Dormeyer.  I  reside 
7  miles  from  Lac  du  Flambeau. 

Q.  You  wish  to  make  a  statement  to  the  committee  do  you?^- 
A.  Yes.  I  am  more  or  less  famihar  with  the  Indian  problem,  as  it 
effects  us  locally  at  least,  and  I  would  like  the  privilege  of  relating  a 
little  of  what  has  already  been  said  with  reference  to  the  Indian 
situation.  Congress  I  believe  gave  the  Indian  the  vote  in  1924  and 
at  the  same  time  retained  considerable  control  over  them,  to  such 
extent  at  least  that  we  still  consider  them  wards  of  the  Government; 
the  result  is  that  the  Indian  pays  no  taxes  but  the  white  man  does. 
They  come  into  our  school  and  town  elections  and  from  the  fact  that 
they  are  in  the  majority  dominate  the  elections.  We  have  always 
had  a  town  board  here  controlled  by  Indians  with  a  white  man  as 
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chairman,  except  that  this  year  we  have  two  white  men  and  one 
Indian.  The  Indian  who  contributes  not  over  2  or  5  per  cent  of  om* 
tax  money  comes  to  these  elections,  elects  other  Indians  to  office  who 
appropriate  the  tax  money  and  we  have  no  control  over  how  the 
money  is  spent;  particularly  is  this  true  of  the  money  appropriated 
for  road  purposes,  all  road  labor  is  performed  by  Indians.  We  are 
spending  every  dollar  the  law  allows  for  roads  and  exceeding  the  limit 
every  year.  In  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the  law  permits  us  to  spend 
1  per  cent  with  an  additional  one-fourth  per  cent  by  resolution  of  the 
town  meeting. 

We  have  few  roads  and  we  can  hardly  afford  to  keep  the  roads  we 
have  in  shape  so  that  we  can  exist.  I  am  speaking  now  of  how  the 
average  person  and  business  man  lives.  I  lived  in  Chicago  most  of 
my  life  and  am  a  University  of  Wisconsin  graduate  and  I  have  a  wide 
range  of  acquaintances  who  have  come  to  m.y  assistance  endeavoring 
to  make  a  success  out  here  and  I  am  sure  that  the  profits  of  the  average 
business  have  not  been  much  if  anything  these  past  five  or  six  years. 
I  have  not  bought  a  suit  of  clothes  for  the  past  six  years;  all  the  money 
I  have  in  the  world  is  invested  out  here. 

Congressman  Schneider.  How  much  money  did  you  say  you  have 
invested  and  what  does  your  real  estate  tax  amount  to  a  year: 

Mr.  DoRMEYER.  I  have  invested  about  $15,000.  I  would  not 
say  that  we  are  paying  any  higher  tax  rate  than  other  districts  be- 
cause our  school  expenses  have  been  lower  but  if  they  vote  to  build 
a  new  schoolhouse  we  are  absolutely  swamped.  We  have  put  all 
of  our  money  into  building  roads  to  enhance  the  value  of  our  propert}^ 
When  we  came  in  here  the  average  40  to  the  Indian  was  not  worth 
over  $200  to  $500,  we  came  in  here  and  spent  our  money  and  without 
any  help  from  the  Government  have  increased  the  value  of  these 
forties  to  the  Indian  and  ourselves  as  well  from  $1,000  to  as  high 
as  $7,500. 

Congressman  Schneider.  Then  you  have  no  serious  complaint 
of  the  fact  that  the  Indians  have  expended  so  much  money  for  road 
purposes,  have  you? 

Mr.  DoRMEYER.  No,  we  believe  in  having  good  roads,  but  the 
Indian  is  not  so  much  interested  in  good  roads  as  he  is  in  getting 
money  for  labor  working  on  the  roads.  No,  the  money  expended 
for  roads  meets  with  our  approval. 

Senator  Frazier.  You  are  afraid  that  some  time  in  the  future 
they  may  do  something  in  regard  to  road  construction  that  will  not 
meet  with  your  approval,  is  that  the  idea? 

Mr.  DoRMEYER.  W^ell,  we  feel  that  we  have  been  left  high  and  dry 
by  the  Government.  I  am  not  criticizing  the  Indians  so  far  as  the 
road  situation  is  concerned,  the  only  complaint  I  have  is  with  refer- 
ence to  the  school  situation,  but  I  do  feel  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  not  rendered  the  assistance  they  should  have  so  far  as  the 
road  situation  is  concerned.  They  have  not  assisted  in  the  con- 
struction of  roads  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of 
these  roads  are  on  Indian  land,  neither  do  they  furnish  any  assistance 
in  keeping  the  roads  open  in  the  winter  time.  The  government  has 
a  big  organization  here  but  there  is  no  money  appropriated  by  them  to 
keep  the  roads  open,  such  as  snowplow,  labor,  and  so  forth.  The 
roads  should  be  plowed  across  the  reservation. 
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Senator  Wheeler.  You  get  the  benefit  of  these  roads,  do  you 
not? 

Mr.  DoRMEYER.  Yes;  the  complaint  I  have  to  make  is  that  we  are 
building  and  maintaining  them  without  any  Federal  assistance  and 
we  are  snowplowing  them  and  keeping  them  open  in  the  winter  time 
without  any  Federal  assistance. 

Senator  Wheeler.  The  roads  enhance  the  value  of  your  property, 
do  they  not? 

Mr.  DoRMEYER.  Yes;  and  also  the  Indians  as  well.  Another 
thing  I  believe  the  Government  should  take  care  of  all  the  Indian 
children  so  far  as  furnishing  school  faciHties  are  concerned,  this 
would  permit  the  burden  of  school  expense  being  shouldered  by  the 
whites  in  this  district.  Another  problem  that  arises  with  reference  to 
the  building  of  the  school — if  it  is  built  on  tribal  property  no  taxes 
can  be  assessed. 

James  M.  Condon,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name. — A.  James  M.  Condon. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  Bayfield,  Wis. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Make  it  as  brief  as  possible. — A.  I  have  a  complaint  to  make 
that  I  have  never  been  allotted  as  an  Indian. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  this  tribe? — A.  My  parents,  both  my 
father,  my  mother,  have  been  allotted  on  the  Bad  River  Reservation, 
La  Pointe  Tribe  and  all  my  ancestors  as  far  back  as  I  can  remember 
have  been  allotted.    • 

Q.  You  have  never  received  any  allotment? — ^A.  No;  I  have  never 
received  an  allotment,  and  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  one  under  the 
treaty  between  the  Government  and  the  Indians. 

By  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Are  you  carried  on  the  roll? — A.  No;  I  am  not. 

Q.  You  have  never  been  on  the  roll? — A.  I  tried  to  get  on  the  roll 
in  1913  but  they  objected  because  of  the  fact  that  my  mother  was 
not  born  or  resides  permanently  on  the  reservation. 

Q.  You  do  not  live  on  the  reservation  as  I  understand  it? — A.  No; 
I  live  at  Bayfield,  Wis.  I  am  not  the  only  one,  there  are  very  few 
Indians  who  have  never  resided  on  the  reservation  permanently  or 
left  here  who  were  put  on  Wooster  roll.  I  have  taken  the  matter  up 
with  the  Indian  Bureau  by  correspondence  and  have  also  taken  it 
up  with  our  Congressman  but  when  we  heard  this  committee  was 
coming  here  he  suggested  that  we  bring  the  matter  to  your  attention. 

Another  matter  I  want  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  this  committee. 
I  have  a  daughter  who  has  funds  held  in  trust  by  the  Indian  agent 
here;  she  is  17  years  of  age.  I  am  in  the  iJbwing  and  freight  business 
and  in  the  spring  of  the  year  I  usually  have  to  have  some  cash  and 
I  tried  to  borrow  some  from  my  daughter's  funds  at  the  office  here 
and  Mr.  Everest  turned  that  down.  He  said  it  would  not  be  approved 
by  the  Washington  oflflce  and  it  was  not  favorably  looked  upon  by 
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him,  and  in  1925  I  also  tried  to  borrow  $250  and  that  was  turned 
down  also. 

On  November  18,  1925,  in  the  probating  of  my  deceased  grand- 
mother's estate  there  was  a  probation  fee  of  $20,  that  was  charged 
to  the  estate  although  my  daughter  did  not  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  settlement  or  probation  of  that  estate  and  they  go  to  work 
and  take  $10  of  my  daughter's  funds  to  pay  these  probation  fees 
wdthout  any  authority  from  her  or  from  me.  We  tried  to  get  that 
back  and  we  can't  get  it.  I  have  a  letter  here  from  Mr.  Everest 
on  it. 

Senator  La  Follette.  I  think  that  is  customary  for  the  depart- 
ment in  probating  an  estate  to  take  a  part  of  the  money  to  pay  the 
probation  fees  or  whatever  expenses  are  connected  with  it  from  the 
interested  parties.     Anything  further? 

James  M.  Gondon.  I  am  very  sorrj^  that  this  committee  could 
not  come  up  to  Bayfield  and  get  first  hand  information  on  conditions 
up  there.  Doctor  Murtness  who  is  on  the  public  health  board  up 
there  tried  to  get  down  to  this  meeting  but  he  could  not  get  awaj^;, 
he  understands  the  situation  very  thoroughly.  I  am  not  in  position 
to  give  you  the  facts  like  he  can  as  I  do  not  know  the  conditions  as 
he  does,  but  I  might  say  that  conditions  are  about  the  same  as  to 
health  and  disease  as  was  stated  here  this  morning.  I  might  say  in 
regard  to  the  Wooster  rejected  alio  tees  that  a  lot  of  us  thought  that 
this  committee  was  here  for  the  purpose  of  settling  all  claims,  is  that 
a  fact? 

Senator  Frazier.  No,  we  are  just  here  to  get  the  facts  as  to  general 
conditions  among  the  Indians  and  will  report  our  findings  back  to 
Congress.  We  have  no  authority  to  settle  disputes  on  claims  of 
any  kind.  We  are  just  making  a  general  survey  of  conditions  on 
the  reservations. 

Mr.  Condon.  Well,  that  was  my  idea  of  what  the  committee 
was  here  for.  Sunday  afternoon  we  had  a  meeting  and  I  told  them 
what  you  said  just  now.  I  just  wanted  to  know  that's  why  1  brought 
it  up,  I  wanted  to  know  if  I  was  right  about  it. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Thank  you. 

(A  recess  was  taken  at  12  noon  to  1.30  p.  m.  Meeting  was  called 
to  order  at  1.30  p.  m.  by  the  chairman,  all  parties  being  present). 

Sophia  Montieu,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name? — A.  Sophie  Montieu. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  this  tribe  are  you? — A.  Of  the  La  Pointe 
band. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee? — A. 
I  am  guardian  of  my  son,  Frank.  He  had  an  inheritance  of  $12,000 
at  the  Cloquet  Agency  in  Minnesota,  the  money  was  transferred  to 
the  Odanah  Agency  and  wlien  I  went  to  the  office  to  find  out  about 
it  they  said  the  books  only  show  $10,000. 

Q.  Who  told  you  it  was  $10,00,0?— A.  A  clerk  in  the  Ashland 
office  by  the  name  of  Scott.  They  told  me  it  was  $12,000  at  Cloquet 
and  I  want  to  know  where  the  difference  is. 
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K  Q.  How   much   money   did    they   give   you? — A.  Not   any,   Mr. 
T^verest  has  all  the  money  yet,  it  is  held  in  trust. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  liquor  being  sold  on  the  reservation? — 
A.  I  never  pay  no  attention  to  that. 

Q.  Well,  on  or  about  August  1,  1928,  didn't  you  see  the  Indian 
policeman  Markassen  take  a  container  of  alleged  moonshine  into  a 
house  next  to  yours  when  the  officers  came  up  there? — A.  I  know 
nothing  about  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  do  that?— A.  I  don't  know  nothing  about  that. 

Q.  Well,  you  w^ere  interviewed  by  Mr.  Glavis,  a  representative  of 
the  committee  and  you  told  him  that,  did  you  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  Mr.  Glavis  called  on  3^ou  and  you  made  a  statement  to  him, 
did  you  not? — A.  I  don't  know  that  man. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Boyd,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 
Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  Mrs.  Eliza  Boyd. 
Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  La  Pointe  band  are  you? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  know  Mr.  Markassen,  the  Indian  policeman,  do  you  not? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  or  about  the  1st  of  August,  1928,  do  you  remember  of  seeing 
:  him  take  a  bag  of  Tvhisky  out  of  a  house  and  place  it  in  the  weeds 
in  Sophie  Montieu's  back  yard  when  the  officers  came  to  search  the' 
place  for  liquor? — A.  No,  I  don't  remember  that. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  You  knew  the  place  T^Jas  selling  liquor,  did  you  not? — A.  No,  I 
did  not  know  that. 

Q.  Well,  did  not  you  and  Mrs.  Montieu  later  find  that  liquor  in 
her  back  yard? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  made  a  statement  to  Mr.  Glavis,  a  representative  of  this 
committee,  that  on  or  about  August  1, 1928,  you  saw  Mr.  Markassen, 
the  Indian  policeman,  run  into  the  house  and  take  a  sack  of  moon- 
shine liquor  out  and  hide  it  in  the  weeds  when  the  officers  came  to 
the  place,  and  that  you  and  Mrs.  Montieu  saw  the  liquor? — A.  I 
can't  remember  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anyone  do  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  liquor  there  that  day  or  see  anvone  else  find 
it?— A.  No. 

Sam  F.  Denomie,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 
.  Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  Sam  F.  Denomie. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  At  Odanah. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  on  this  reservation? — A.  I  have  lived 
here  since  1881. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  What  do  you  know  about  moral  conditions  on  the  reserva- 
tion?— A.  They  are  not  what  they  should  be;  Uquor  is  freely  sold  and 
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obtained  by  the  Indians  and  there  are  houses  about  equal  to  houses 
of  prostitution.  I  would  call  them  houses  of  ill  fame,  and  their 
influence  is  bad.  The  overseas  boys  and  those  that  were  called  into 
the  training  camps,  there  were  49  of  them,  formed  a  special  organi- 
zation for  their  special  use,  a  perfectly  healthy  and  clean  organi- 
zation. They  rented  a  building  to  meet  in  and  things  were  all  right 
for  a  while,  but  they  got  to  boozing  there,  and  they  are  boozing  there 
right  now.  You  can  go  there  any  night  and  find  boys  and  girls,  old 
men  and  young  girls,  dodging  around  behind  the  building;  there  is 
no  light  there  and  it  is  perfectly  shameful. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Where  do  they  get  the  liquor;  is  it  made  on  the  reservation? — 
A.  Yes;  liquor  is  made  on  the  reservation  and  some  of  it  is  brought 
in  with  cars. 

Q.  Are  there  any  Indians  engaged  in  bootlegging? — A.  Yes;  I  would 
judge  there  are  about  an  equal  number  of  Indians  and  whites  engaged 
m  the  liquor  business? 

Q.  What  has  the  farmer  there  done  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic 
among  these  Indians? — A.  I  don't  believe  Mr.  Dohn,  the  Indian 
farmer  there,  has  done  anything  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  on  the 
reservation. 

Q.  Well,  can't  this  liquor  traffic  be  stopped? — A.  I  think  it  can  if 
they  get  officers  there  who  will  enforce  the  law. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  conditions  are  any  worse  now  than  before 
prohibition,  or  are  they  better  since  the  dry  law  came  in? — A.  I  can't 
see  any  improvement  in  conditions  in  the  past  10  years;  there  is  just 
as  much  liquor  here  now  as  before  prohibition,  perhaps  more. 

Q.  Have  any  special  ofl&cers  of  the  Indian  Department  or  prohibi- 
tion officers  been  up  there  to  make  any,  arrests? — A.  There  was  a 
special  agent  here  from  the  Indian  Department  some  time  ago  but  I 
don't  believe  he  got  much  cooperation.  You  heard  this  lady  here 
testify,  Sophie  Montieau,  about  the  bag  of  whisky.  Well  that  agent 
came  to  Odanah  and  he  was  going  to  search  a  certain  house,  and  that 
Indian  police,  Markassen,  was  special  police  and  he  put  the  people 
wise  and  they  got  a  sack  of  whisky  out  of  that  house  and  placed  it  in 
Sophie  Montieu's  yard  so  the  oflScer  would  not  find  it. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Have  those  two  women  come  over  here  again  and  ask  them  in 
their  own  language  about  that,  they  both  denied  that  they  know 
anything  about  it. 

(Mr.  Denomie  then  questioned  Mrs.  Sophie  Montieu  and  Mrs. 
Eliza  Boyd  about  the  above  matter  in  the  Indian  language.) 

A.  They  both  deny  that  they  know  anything  about  it. 

William  Couture,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier:  '      ' 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  William  Couture. 
Q.  Your  residence? — A.  Odanah,  Wis. 
Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  La  Pointe  Band? — A.  Yes.     I  am 
justice  of  the  peace  down  there. 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIOiSrS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES      1961 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  to  make  to  the  committee? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Go  ahead  make  it  as  brief  as  you  can? — A.  There  is  a  lot  of 
drinking  down  there  and  nothing  is  being  done  to  suppress  it.  The 
young  folks  all  drink,  and  when  the  officers  come  around  they  give 
them  a  drink;  the  officers  are  just  as  bad  as  the  rest  of  them,  the 
Indian  police,  I  mean. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Who  are  your  Indian  police  officers  down  there  now? — A.  We 
have  only  one  there  now,  John  Markassen;  he  is  drinking  and  ca- 
rousing around  and  using  the  Government  car.  My  son  was  killed 
down  there  seven  years  ago;  it  is  pretty  poor  business  down  there. 
I  don't  know  very  much  about  that  thing;  it  seems  I  know  it  but  I  can 
not  prove  it;  I  can  get  no  evidence  against  these  fellows.  Mr.  Dohn 
asked  them  some  questions,  and  that  was  all  there  was  to  it.  I  never 
did  find  out  who  did  the  killing. 

Q.  Was  there  an  inquest  held  at  the  time? — A.  Yes;  there  was  an 
inquest  held  before  Sheriff  Parks  at  Ashland. 

Q.  Were  witnesses  called  to  testify  at  the  inquest? — A.  There  was 
no  witnesses  there,  just  the  doctor  examined  the  body. 

Q.  Who  was  out  with  your  son  that  night? — A.  I  do  not  know  about 
that  only  except  before  Mr.  Dohn. 

Q.  Have  the  people  down  there  reported  conditions  with  reference 
to  the  liquor  situation  to  the  superintendent? — A.  I  don't  know  if 
they  do  or  not;  if  they  do  report  it  to  the  superintendent  it  don't 
do  no  good;  nothing  has  been  done. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  health  conditions  down  there 
among  the  Indians? — A.  They  are  very  bad;  many  of  the  old  diseased 
people  are  dying  off  pretty  fast  and  some  of  the  young  men  are  not 
in  good  health. 

Q.  Do  you  get  good  medical  attention  from  the  doctor? — A.  We 
have  a  hard  time  getting  doctors  down  there — you  can  not  get  a 
doctor  unless  you  put  up  $10  or  S12  and  many  of  the  Indians  have 
no  money.  We  have  to  get  doctors  from  Ashland,  and  some  of  them 
ask  for  the  money  in  advance. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  trouble  getting  a  doctor  when  you  needed 
one? — A.  No;  when  I  need  a  doctor  I  call  him  myself,  and  I  do  not 
go  to  the  office  unless  on  business.  I  do  not  ask  for  an  order  when  I 
need  a  doctor.  I  do  not  know  what  some  of  the  Indians  do  that  need 
medical  attention;  some  of  them  have  no  money  to  go  to  Ashland 
and  the  town  board  puts  them  in  the  hospital  and  pays  for  them. 
It  is  hard  to  get  doctors  to  come  unless  j^ou  have  the  money  to  pay 
them,  and  a  lot  of  the  Indians  have  no  money. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Do  you  believe  the  liquor  situation  is  worse  now  than  before 
prohibition? — A.  Yes;  there  is  more  liquor  and  more  drinking  now; 
the  young  folks  all  drink  now. 

Q.  Can't  the  officer  clean  things  up  there  and  suppress  this  liquor 
traffic? — A.  Not  the  officers  they  have  now. 

Senator  Frazier.  Mr.  Everest,  I  don't  recall  whether  I  told  you  or 
not  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  ask  any  of  these  witnesses  any  questions 
you  like  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 
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Dan  Morrison,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  "Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Dan  Morrison? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  health  conditions  among  the 
Indians  on  the  La  Pointe  Reservation? — A.  They  are  fairly  good; 
not  as  bad  as  some  other  places. 

Q.  How  do  these  Indians  obtain  needed  medical  attention? — A. 
They  call  for  it  through  the  Government  office  and  they  call  doctors 
from  Ashland  in  emergency  cases. 

Q.  Do  the  doctors  always  come  when  the  Indians  call  them? — A.  If 
the  Indians  have  money,  they  sometimes  call  the  doctors  themselves, 
but  if  they  have  funds  in  the  office,  they  can  get  doctors. 

Q.  If  they  have  no  funds,  what  do  they  do? — A.  They  would  have 
to  get  some  other  method. 

Q.  In  other  words,  that  would  mean  they  would  get  no  medical 
attention? — A.  Yes;  that  is  true  sometimes.  I  know  it  is  hard  for 
them  to  get  medical  attention  if  they  have  no  funds. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  Indians  have  funds  in  the  office,  if  you 
know? — A.  Perhaps  two- thirds  of  them  have  no  funds  in  the  agency 
of  their  own. 

By  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  Many  of  the  Indians  there  are  in  poor  circumstances,  are  they 
not? — A.  Yes;  many  are  poor  and  destitute  and  have  to  go  without 
medical  attention. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  of  any  Indians  who  could 
not  get  medical  attention? — A.  I  just  know  of  one  case  where  a  young 
Indian  could  not  get  medical  aid  and  he  died. 

Mrs.  Veronica  Raiche,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name. — A.  Mrs.  Veronica  Raiche. 

Q.  You  reside  at  Odanah  do  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  somewhat  familiar  with  conditions  on  the  La  Pointe 
Reservation  are  you? — A.  Yes;  I  am. 

Q.  Is  there  considerable  liquor  on  the  reservation? — A.  Yes; 
there  is  lots  of  liquor. 

Q.  Where  does  the  liquor  come  from? — A.  I  don't  know  where 
they  get  it. 

Q.  How  are  moral  conditions  on  the  reservation? — A.  Moral 
conditions  are  very  low  as  compared  with  other  communities. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  reported  local  conditions  to  the  officers  there 
or  the  superintendent? — A.  We  have  brought  these  matters  to  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Dohn  several  times,  but  he  apparently  does  nothing 
about  it.  I  have  also  brought  other  matters  to  his  attention,  but 
can  not  get  him  to  do  anything  about  these  matters.  I  think  it  was 
in  1925,  or  before  that — I  forgot  the  year — it  was  before  the  last 
epidemic  of  smallpox.     We  asked  for  vaccine  points  to  be  given  to  the 

Eeople  at  Odanah,  and  he  never  made  no  effort  to  get  them  at  all; 
ut  the  Sisters  at  St.  Mary's  School  made  an  effort  and  got  some  and 
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mrned  them  over  to  the  Government  office,  and  Mr.  Dohn  made  no 
jffort  at  all  to  have  the  people  come  or  get  vaccinated  and  quite  a  few 
of  them  died.  Mr.  Dohn  said  they  could  not  get  any  vaccine  points, 
and  I  asked  the  policeman  down  there  at  the  agency,  ''Big  Boy" 
they  call  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  ordered  to  bury  all  the 
vaccine  points  in  the  ground.  That  is  the  way  the  vaccine  points 
were  distributed  among  the  people.  It  was  only  negligence  and 
bullheadedness  on  Mr.  Dohn's  part;  that's  all. 

Take  the  case  of  Mrs.  Rapids.  Her  husband  was  a  half-brother 
to  a  lady  who  had  a  smallpox  patient  in  her  home,  and  her  husband 
would  go  there  and  visit  his  half-sister,  and  this  Mrs.  Robot  had  some 
small  children  and  she  was  afraid  he  would  bring  disease  to  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  health  officer,  Mrs.  Greeley,  made  no  report  whatever 
of  the  case,  yet  that  child  was  all  broke  out,  and  that  child  died,  and 
some  time  after  Mrs.  Sheets's  child  and  her  niece  died  just  from  that 
exposure. 

Another  thing  that  should  be  stopped  is  people  coming  from  Ash- 
land and  other  towns,  stop  the  young  girls  in  the  street  and  sometimes 
go  off  with  them,  and  very  often  bring  them  home  in  an  intoxicated 
condition.  I  know  of  two  cases  like  that  myself,  and  I  brought 
them  to  Mr.  Dohn's  attention,  but  he  refuses  to  pay  any  attention 
to  any  complaint  made  at  that  office. 

I  would  like  to  know  if  them  few  little  medicines  at  the  office  at 
Odanah  are  sent  there  for  the  use  of  the  people  or  if  it  makes  any 
difference  who  gets  5  cents  worth  of  iodine  there  if  necessary,  to  be 
used  at  once.  I  went  there  and  I  wanted  iodine  right  away  and  I 
asked  him  for  some,  Mr.  Dohn,  I  mean,  and  he  refused;  he  said  we 
<io  not  give  it  to  people  that  can  afford  to  pay — that's  just  the  words 
he  said — and  then  I  had  to  go  to  Ashland,  10  miles  away  for  it. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Dohn  had  iodine  there  at  the  time 
you  asked  for  it? — A.  Yes;  I  know  he  had  it  there;  he  told  me  he  had, 
but  would  not  give  me  any.  There  is  just  one  more  thing  I  want  to 
say.  I  believe  if  we  had  a  doctor,  if  only  a  part-time  doctor  and 
physician,  it  would  do  more  good  to  the  Indians  than  to  have  hordes 
of  employees  at  Ashland.  Mrs.  James  Bachand  want  to  bring  that 
up  before  the  committee  about  a  doctor;  and  that  woman  Bunkhoe, 
I  think  her  first  name  is  Bessie,  I  believe,  she  took  seriously  ill  and 
was  about  to  be  confined  and  her  mother  came  to  our  house  and  ask 
if  I  could  do  anything.  It  was  between  10  and  11  o'clock  at  night, 
and  she  said  ''I  don't  know  what  we  are  going  to  do,  I  can  not  get 
a  doctor  to  come  down,"  and  we  asked  Mr.  Dohn  to  come  down 
in  a  closed  car  and  take  her  to  the  hospital  at  iVshland,  and  he  said 
^'No,  the  car  is  not  for  that  purpose."  And  they  delayed  so  much, 
and  we  could  get  no  doctor,  and  finally  the  woman  and  the  baby 
both  died;  that  was  about  three  or  four  hours  after  Mr.  Dohn  was 
notified.  They  only  lived  about  a  mile  from  town,  but  had  to  walk 
back  and  forth.     I  don't  know  why  the  doctors  did  not  come. 

Q.  Did  this  woman  have  any  funds  that  you  know  of? — A.  I  think 
the  woman  had  money  in  the  bank  to  pay  the  doctors. 

Q.  Did  she  have  any  funds  in  the  office  to  her  credit? — A.  I  don't 
know  if  she  had;  but  I  think  she  had  money. 
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Chaeles  D.  Aemsteong,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Feaziee: 
Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  Charles  D.  Armstrong. 
Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  At  Odanah. 

Q.  What  is  your  line  of  business  or  work? — A.  I  am  a  carpenter 
by  trade. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  on  the  reservation? — A.  Since  1892. 

Q.  You  are  familiar  I  believe  with  the  timber  cuttings  made  by 
the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  on  the  Bad  River  Reservation,  are 
you  not? — A.  Yes;  I  am. 

Q.  You  were  here  at  the  time  some  of  this  timber  was  logged  off? — 
A.  Yes.  I  made  an  examination  of  some  of  the  timber  cuttings,  and 
I  found  that  they  cut  a  lot  of  timber  on  the  reservation ;  there  was  a 
lot  of  timber  cut  that  the  Indians  never  got  paid  for,  and  the  Federal 
Government,  who  were  supposed  to  look  after  this  for  the  Indians, 
let  these  lumber  companies  cut  this  timber  off  of  the  reservation,  and 
I  think  the  Indians  should  be  paid  for  it.  In  1893  I  was  employed 
by  the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  to  build  a  sawmill  at  Odanah,  and 
while  that  was  being  built  I  discovered  that  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co. 
were  cutting  and  using  timbers  in  the  construction  of  the  mill  which 
they  had  no  right  to  cut,  and  while  I  was  working  on  mill  I  found 
out  that  they  were  doing  this,  and  while  I  was  there  I  was  invited  to 
attend  an  Indian  meeting  over  the  river  where  they  had  under  dis- 
cussion the  matter  of  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  violating  their  contract 
right  from  the  start  of  their  operations  by  removing  timber  from 
unallotted  lands. 

I  was  called  on  for  some  remarks,  and  I  told  them  I  thought  that 
if  the  white  man  was  involved  he  would  proceed  in  about  the  same 
way;  he  would  elect  a  chairman  and  secretary  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  niake  an  investigation.  And  that  was  done.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  three  timber  cruisers,  probable  as  good  as  there 
were  in  the  Northwest  at  the  time,  all  members  of  the  band,  and  they 
made  a  report  to  the  council,  and  I  gathered  from  that  report  that 
the  mud  sills  that  were  put  down  for  the  foundation  of  the  mill  was 
such  timber.  I  have  no  idea,  however,  how  much  timber  they  cut; 
it  was  a  large  amount.  We  had  a  fire  on  the  reservation  in  1908  and 
1909  and  the  Steams  Lumber  Co.  had  a  contract  to  remove  the  burned 
and  down  timber  after  the  fire.  The  Forest  Service  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  estimated  the  loss  and  marked  out  the  exterior 
boundaries  in  which  the  timber  should  be  cleaned.  Subsequent  to 
that  time  I  examined  the  timber  cuttings  made  in  this  fire  area  by  the 
Stearns  Lumber  Co.  and  I  found  that  they  had  cut  considerable 
timber  outside  of  the  fire  lines;  there  was  a  lot  of  it — the  amount  I 
would  not  know.  They  operated  on  that  timber  for  about  3  years 
and  cut  about  150,000,000  feet  a  year,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  their 
operations  Anton  Denominee  was  removed  from  the  reservation,  as 
he  knew  too  much  about  what  was  going  on,  and  he  went  up  into 
Alaska  and  made  a  little  money  up  there  and  came  back  and  em- 
ployed an  attorney  by  the  name  of  C.  E.  Walby,  as  he  wanted  to 
find  out  why  he  was  removed  from  the  reservation,  and  he  found  that 
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the  order  removing  him  was  bogus;  he  was  gone  from  1906  to  1910. 
Because  of  his  employment  of  this  man  we  went  out  and  made  an 
examination  of  tracts  of  land  such  as  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  were 
then  operating  on  and  we  found  one  particular  case  where  the  fire 
had  crept  up  on  19  trees  and  the  entire  40  was  condemned  as  burned 
timber.  We  made  affidavits  on  that  and  sent  them  in  and  they  were 
presented  to  the  Interior  Department  by  this  man  Walby  or  Eastby — 
this  attorney,  I  mean — and  we  also  told  them  what  they  had  done 
there  in  years  past  in  the  timber  operations,  but  no  attention  was 
ever  paid  to  anything. 

The  liquor  traffic  on  the  reservation  I  know  very  little  about 
personally,  except  that  there  is  considerable  drinking  going  on,  and 
I  have  never  noticed  any  effort  on  Mr.  Dohn's  part  to  suppress  it. 
The  Indian  special  agent  and  Federal  prohibition  officers  come  up 
here  and  raid  occasionally,  but  the  traffic  in  liquor  seems  to  continue 
just  the  same.  While  we  are  on  this  subject,  before  I  forget  it,  I 
will  tell  you  about  the  case  of  Mrs.  Lizzie  Blanchard,  whose  home  was 
entered  by  a  liquor-searching  party  on  September  11,  1924,  and  $50 
in  money  taken.  The  officer  executing  the  search  was  Fred  L. 
Scholz,  a  Federal  prohibition  agent.  Mrs.  Blanchard,  before  leaving 
her  home,  locked  all  the  doors  and  placed  her  money  pouch,  contain- 
ing $50,  between  the  bed  spring  and  mattress.  In  company  with  two 
other  ladies  she  went  to  St.  Mary's  School  to  find  out  about  entering 
the  children  in  school,  and  when  she  returned,  about  a  half  hour  later, 
she  found  that  her  house  had  been  entered  and  she  found  the  money 
pouch  on  the  bed  and  things  strewn  around,  but  the  money  was  gone. 
This  happened  between  2  and  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  upon 
inquiry  among  neighbors  she  learned  that  this  man  Scholtz  had 
entered  her  house  and  searched  the  premises  for  liquor  during  her 
absence.  No  one  else  was  seen  to  enter  the  place  while  she  was 
away.  She  had  obtained  most  of  this  money  through  the  office  and 
the  rest  she  had  saved  up  to  buy  clothing  for  her  children  to  send 
them  to  school  so  that  they  would  not  be  the  objects  of  charity.  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  assistant  attorney  general,  western  district  of 
Wisconsin,  and  inclosed  an  affidavit  from  Mrs.  Blanchard  setting 
forth  the  facts  in  detail.  I  do  not  recall  whether  he  ever  replied  or 
not,  but  at  any  rate  nothing  was  ever  done  about  it. 

One  more  thing  I  would  like  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  this  com- 
mittee. I  have  a  diagram  here  of  two  townships  on  the  reservation; 
this  line  in  red  here  indicates  the  fire  area,  that  goes  back  to  1897; 
that  timber  has  never  been  removed  to  this  day;  it  is  still  on  the 
ground  there,  about  12,000  acres.  Some  of  that  timber  is  not  very 
much  good  now  but  some  of  it  is  all  right;  it  depends  upon  the  ground. 
There  is  some  salvage  there  and  I  believe  it  could  be  sold  yet.  As 
I  said  before,  I  was  ordered  to  leave  the  reservation  in  1896;  this 
fire  occured  in  1897.  The  Indian  agent  appointed  a  committee  of 
Indians  to  make  a  survey  of  the  timber  operations  of  the  Stearns 
Lumber  Co.,  and  it  shows  that  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  operated  on 
certain  green  timber  along  the  Bad  River  instead  of  this  timber  here 
that  they  should  have  removed.  For  your  information  I  might  say 
that  the  committee  of  Indians  hired  T.  H.  Grady,  or  had  him  ap- 
pointed as  special  assistant  to  Herman  L.  Ekern,  to  make  an  investi- 
gation and  report,  and  we  have  Mr.  Grady's  statement  already  in 
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the  record.  Now  this  area  which  was  not  cleared,  this  burned  area,, 
still  has  some  good  timber  on  it,  and  I  think  it  should  be  sold  and 
the  nioney  turned  over  to  the  Indians.  On  certain  lands  the  timber 
is  fairly  good  yet,  and  to  give  you  an  idea  of  about  how  much  is  there, 
our  estimates  place  that  as  averaging  between  fifteen  and  tw^enty 
thousand  feet  to  the  acre.  This  stand  I  recall  myself  going  through 
many  times,»'and  I  believe  that  is  about  right.  I  have  a  letter  here 
written  by  the  La  Pointe  Indian  Agency  with  reference  to  this  par- 
ticular tract;  the  letter  is  dated  August  25,  1911.  I  will  read  you 
that  paragraph  with  reference  to  this: 

Before  I  came  to  this  agency  there  was  75,000,000  feet  loss  to  the  Indians,, 
because  the  burned  timber  was  not  removed  or  taken  care  of  at  the  time  it  was- 
burned,  and  felled  logs  were  left  on  the  ground  and  worms  got  into  it  and  it  was- 
never  cut. 

That  was  the  timber  the  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  contracted  to  cut, 
but  instead  of  doing  that  they  cut  green  timber.  I  don't  know  how 
the  agent  arrived  at  this  figure  of  75,000,000  feet. 

I  have  another  matter  I  want  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
committee.  Here  is  a  copy  of  a  bill.  May  26,  1914,  that  became  a 
law  under  date  of  August  1,  1914,  that  pretains  to  the  establishment 
of  a  village  on  the  Bad  River  Reservation  at  Odanah  embracing  lots 
10,  11,  and  12  of  section  25.  This  here  is  a  plot  of  that  town  site 
after  having  been  surveyed  under  that  law.  Now,  what  I  want  to 
call  the  committee's  attention  to  is  that  our  morals  there  are  very, 
very  low;  that  the  Federal  authority,  the  Federal  officers,  tend  to 
exercise  control  over  this,  but  their  authority  does  not  go  to  petty 
offenses;  the  State  comes  in  now  and  then  only  on  cases  that  might 
mean  something,  and  then  we  are  under  dual  authority;  one  or  the 
other  has  no  jurisdiction  there.  Now,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  com- 
mittee to  amend  that  bill  so  as  to  give  us  some  form  of  control  in 
that  village.  We  need  a  simple  jurisprudence  within  the  village,  but 
proceedings  arise  after  that  and  the  case  goes  outside  of  the  village 
and  there  is  a  conflict  between  State  and  Federal  authority.  We- 
ought  to  have  a  magistrate  over  that  territory  selected  by  ourselves 
or  by  the  United  States  district  court.  There  are  a  great  many 
white  men  who  have  come  to  make  their  home  with  us,  and  the  law 
as  it  now  reads  takes  care  of  an  offense  committed  by  an  Indian  against 
an  Indian  but  does  not  take  care  of  the  matter  if  a  white  man  is 
involved.  Now  I  would  be  in  favor  of  amending  that  to  read:  ''An 
offense  committed  by  an  Indian  against  any  other  person,"  instead 
of  ''An  offense  committed  by  an  Indian  upon  another  Indif-n." 
Otherwise,  I  believe  the  proposed  amendment  is  all  right  and  I  am 
in  favor  of  it.  That  I  believe  would  take  care  of  the  situation  at 
Odanah  so  far  as  the  town  is  concerned  and  would  help  out  the 
reservation.  This  magistrate  I  speak  of  I  think  should  have  juris- 
diction over  the  whole  reservation. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  of  Odanah? — A.  About 
1,100;  the  Indians  of  course  are  scattered  all  over  the  reservation. 

Q.  What  about  health  conditions? — A.  Personally  I  know  very 
little  about  health  conditions,  except  I  have  heard  they  are  very 
bad. 
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Q.  The  conditions  as  to  liquor  on  the  reservation  and  in  the  town 
of  Odanah  are  very  bad? — A.  Yes;  the  conditions  are  about  as  stated 
by  the  other  witnesses  here. 

Q.  What  do  most  of  the  Indians  do  to  make  a  living? — A.  There 
is  not  much  for  them  to  do;  there  is  verj^  little  employment  on  the 
reservation  for  Indians,  and  they  have  to  go  outside  to  make  a  living. 
In  former  years  there  was  considerable  logging,  but  that  is  nearly 
all  done  away  with;  there  are  only  a  few  logging  camps  the  past  sev- 
eral years.  Many  of  the  Indians  pick  berries,  fish,  and  hunt,  and  a 
few  of  them  farm;  but  there  is  not  much  farming  among  the  Indians, 
because  they  can  not  sell  their  products  in  the  white  man's  market 
because  they  are  Indian. 

Q.  Are  these  Indians  discriminated  against  when  they  try  to  sell 
their  products? — A.  I  have  heard  it  time  and  again  said  by  our  people 
that  when  they  bring  things  to  Ashland  to  sell  they  could  not  seU 
them. 

Q.  Why  can't  they  sell  them? — ^A.  The  people  won't  buy  things 
from  them. 

Q.  Maybe  their  price  is  too  high? — A.  I  suppose  they  could  seU 
them  if  they  sell  them  cheaper  than  the  white  man.  I  suppose  they 
could  sell  cattle  and  grain,  too,  if  they  sold  them  cheap  enough,  but 
the  land  they  have  is  poor  land  and  it  is  not  adapted  for  farming  pur- 
poses. 

Q.  You  believe  then  do  you  that  the  Indians  are  discriminated 
against? — A.  Yes;  I  know  they  are. 

Exhibit  No.  86 

State  of  Wisconsin, 

County  of  Ashland,  ss: 

I,  Angus  Rabideaux,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  oath,  depose  and  say,  that 
I  am  now  74  years  of  age,  a  member  of  the  La  Pointe  Band  of  Chippewa  Indians, 
and  for  the  time,  since  the  year  1885,  continuously  a  resident  in  the  village  of 
Odanah,  within  the  Bad  River  Reservation  in  said  county  and  State. 

Subsequent  to  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1901,  I  made  selections  of  land  of  said  reservation  during  the  early 
spring  thereof  for  allotments  under  said  act  to  members  of  my  family  as  f oUows, 
and  presented  them  for  filing  with  the  United  States  Government  Farmer  at 
his  office  in  the  village  of  Odanah,  State  of  Wisconsin: 

Nancy  Rabideaux,  age  68,  E.  ^  SE.  %  6-46-2. 

Margaret  N.  Rabideaux,  age  45,  E.  ^2  NW.  }i  30-47-2. 

Theresa  N.  Rabideaux,  age  43,  E.  )^  NE.  }i  30-47-2. 

Ambrose  Rabideaux,  age  56,  N.  H  SW.  }i  16-46-3. 

Susan  Rabideaux,  age  40,  S.  H  SW.  H  16-46-3. 

Mary  Ann  Rabideaux,  age  33,  SE.  }4  SE.  K  and  NW.  }i  SE.  K  16-46-3. 

All  west  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian  in  Wisconsin. 

In  the  enrollment  then  being  made  in  1901,  and  since  known  as  Schedule  12 
of  allotment,  when  finally  approved,  included  the  names  of  Nancy,  Margaret, 
and  Theresa  Rabideaux,  but  for  reasons  unknown  to  me  the  names  of  Arnbrose, 
Susan,  and  Mary  Ann  Rabideaux  was  omitted  from  said  roll,  whose  right  to 
allotment  and  membership  of  said  band  was  no  less  than  it  is  now,  only  that 
their  selections  for  land  covered  tracts  of  80  acres  each  in  section  16,  township 
46  north  of  range  three  west. 

Angus  (his  thumb  mark)  Rabideaux. 

Witness  to  mark: 

Sophia  Neveaux. 
Mary  Twobirds. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1929. 
[seal.]  Chas.  D.  Armstrong, 

Notary  Public,  Ashland  County,  Wis. 

My  cominission  expires"^ay  18,  1930. 
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Mrs.  Frank  Basina,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  (chairman) : 

Q.  Your  name  is  Mrs.  Frank  Basina? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  reside  on  the  Red  Cliff  Reservation?-^A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  have  addressed  this  letter  here  to  me? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  sets  forth  your  claim,  does  it? — A.  Yes.  I  did  not  think 
I  could  be  here,  but  my  brother  came  and  brought  me  down  in  the 
car. 

Q.  Any  other  statement  you  wish  to  make  at  this  time? — A.  No; 
that  is  all. 

Q.  We  will  have  this  letter  inserted  in  the  record.  Thank  you; 
that's  all. 

Red  Cliff  Reservation,  Juhj  8,  1929. 
Senator  R.  M.  La  Follette. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  make  a  report  to  you  in  regards  to  our  farm,  which  my 
husband  and  myself  bought  with  restricted  Indian  money,  the  proceeds  coming 
from  sale  of  timber  from  our  allotments.  This  farm  was  restricted  for  25  years. 
It  was  taken  away  from  us  together  with  our  household  furniture.  This  farm  is 
80  acres.  We  never  signed  any  papers;  our  title  and  abstract  were  taken  over  by 
our  old  Indian  agent,  J.  W.  Dady.  We  are  poor  people  and  have  no  money  to 
have  some  one  to  look  into  this  matter.  We  have  written  to  Washington  several 
times  in  years  past.  We  had  given  up  of  ever  getting  it  back.  I  am  putting  this 
into  your  hands,  and  hope  a  settlement  is  made  for  it.  At  present  a  white 
family  is  living  on  it.  The  description  is  as  follows:  E.  }{  SE.  }i  T.  50  R.  5, 
sec.  22. 

We  paid  $1,600  and  an  improvement  of  $1,500.     We  were  compelled  to  pay 
taxes  on  it  for  a  few  years.     The  tax  receipts  were  also  taken  by  Superintendent 
J.  W.  Dady.     We  would  like  to  have  this  settled.     We  have  11  children  and 
have  a  place  we  can  hardly  call  a  home.     These  are  facts. 
Very  truly, 

Frank  Basina  (husband). 
Theresa   Soulier   Basina  (wife). 

Mrs.  Pachinski: 

Q.  Tell  the  committee  about  this? — A.  Well,  I  did  not  get  what 
was  cut,  I  got  the  patent  in  1907, 1  did  not  get  what  was  cut  prior 
to  that.  The  land  was  selected  in  1901;  I  did  not  get  the  patent 
until  1907. 

Q.  And  your  claim  is  now  that  you  should  have  been  paid  for  the 
timber  that  was  cut  from  1901  to  1907?— A.  Yes;  in  1901  I  held 
normal  rights  to  that  allotment  but  I  did  not  receive  the  patent  until 
1907. 

Q.  And  timber  was  cut  during  those  years  was  it? — A.  Yes.  You 
can  see  the  letter  I  got  from  the  superintendent. 

Q.  I  will  read  that  into  the  record.  This  is  a  letter  from  the  La 
Pointe  Agency,  dated  February  19,  1919,  addressed  to  Susan  Robot: 

In  view  of  the  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  last  January  that 
the  Bad  River  Indians  residing  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  are  entitled  to  certain 
allotments  in  section  16  on  the  reservation.  I  have  been  granted  authority  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  transfer  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
certain  timber  to  your  credit  in  the  office.  You  have  been  alloted  the  SW.  Y^ 
of  the  SW.  \i  of  sec.  16-46-3,  and  by  virtue  of  this  court  decision  this  office  has 
today  transferred  to  your  credit  the  sum  of  $8,151.59.  This  amount  now  stands 
to  your  credit  on  our  books  in  your  name  and  is  subject  to  withdrawal  or  expendi- 
ture in  such  amounts  and  at  such  times  as  conditions  justify. 

J.   S.   Everest. 
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^■Q.  Any  further  statement  that  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee 
^R  this  time? — A.  Yes.  I  am  the  mother  of  13  children,  5  of  which 
were  allotted,  1  is  dead,  and  I  inherited  some  money.  Now,  I  have 
two  girls  going  to  school  in  Ashland  and  I  had  to  use  money  from  some 
of  my  family  for  the  two  girls  to  go  to  school.  Now  my  money  is  all 
gone.  I  had  to  use  $600  of  my  own  money  for  the  children.  They 
have  their  own  money  in  the  office,  but  I  can  not  get  any  of  that  to 
use  for  them  and  I  can  not  send  them  to  school  unless  I  can  get  money 
to  buy  them  clothes  and  other  necessities;  the  girls  are  17  and  16 
years  old;  they  have  over  $2,000  apiece.  The  girls  want  to  use  this 
money  for  their  own  education,  and  the  little  I  have  they  want  me  to 
use  that  for  the  rest  of  the  little  ones.  The  youngest  child  is  only  a 
year  old.  The  girls  did  not  go  to  school  last  year  because  they  would 
not  let  them  have  any  of  their  money  and  I  could  not  afford  to  send 
them  out  of  my  money.  Margaret  started  in  but  I  could  not  keep  her 
in  school,  as  she  had  to  get  different  clothing  for  different  exercises,  and 
when  she  could  not  get  any  money  it  meant  that  she  could  not  be  in 
them  and  she  had  to  come  home,  and  she  said  ''What  good  is  my 
money  if  I  can  not  use  it?" 

Senator  Frazier.  What  do  you  know  about  that,  Mr.  Everest? 

Mr.  Everest.  In  addition  to  the  $8,000  which  she  received  the  last 
6  or  8  or  10  years,  she  has  a  husband  who  is  a  white  man  and  is,  I 
believe,  steadily  employed.  In  addition  to  that  they  received  a  thou- 
sand dollars  about  a  year  ago  or  equal  shares  from  the  amount  inher- 
ited from  their  dead  son  but  because  of  the  fact  that  the  husband  is 
a  white  man  she  has  got  to  leave  the  money  to  the  credit  of  the  minors 
until  such  time  as  they  become  married  and  settled  down  and  estab- 
lish homes  for  themselves.  The  Pachinskis  are  a  good  family  and  she 
is  a  good  manager  and  their  case  is  a  little  different  from  the  average 
Indian  because  of  that  fact. 

Senator  La  Follette.  You  feel  that  they  have  had  sufficient  money 
to  educate  their  children  without  the  payment  of  any  funds? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes;  but  if  not,  we  would  be  glad  to  furnish  them 
with  money  if  necessary. 

Senator  La  Follette.  You  and  your  husband  got  a  thousand 
dollars  each? 

Mrs.  Pachinski.  Yes;  but  that  went  to  improve  the  farm  and 
home;  and  while  my  husband  works,  he  only  gets  41  cents  an  hour, 
eight  hours'  work,  and  we  feel  that  the  big  ones  ought  to  clothe 
themselves  and  go  to  school.  You  can't  feed  and  clothe  that  many 
on  $3  a  day. 

Senator  La  Follette.  No;  I  don't  think  you  can,  either.  Any- 
thing further? 

Mrs.  Pachinski.  My  married  daughter  was  sick  one  time  and 
wanted  to  get  some  money.  We  thought  she  had  to  have  an  operation 
for  tonsillitis,  but  they  only  gave  her  some  medicine.  I  went  to  the 
house  and  tried  to  get  some  money  for  her  from  Mr.  Dohn,  the  Gov- 
ernment farmer.  The  application  was  made  to  the  office  to  Mr.  Ever- 
est, but  we  did  not  get  it  then.  When  she  got  married  she  wanted 
some  money  to  start  a  home.  Her  husband  is  only  earning  $2  a  day 
for  10  hours.  He  is  working  on  the  road  and  recently  we  got  $50  and 
went  to  Ashland  and  had  to  get  her  everything  with  that.  I  had  some 
letters  from  the  office  on  that.     I  did  not  bring  them  with  me.     She 
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has  money  in  the  office  but  they  will  only  give  her  a  little  at  a  time 
and  she  has  to  wait  a  long  time  to  get  it. 

Senator  La  Follette.  What  do  you  know  about  that,  Mr.  Everest? 

Mr.  Everest.  Her  daughter  married  a  white  man  from  Chicago 
and  I  though  I  would  like  to  see  what  he  had  been  doing  as  he  had  not 
been  workmg,  merely  married  this  girl.  We  have  given  the  girl 
about  $400  this  spring  and  summer.  The  last  $50  check  was  given 
her  from  this  office  not  over  three  or  four  weeks  ago.  She  came  down 
here  and  we  gave  her  a  $50  check.  I  think  she  has  received  three  or 
four  hundred  dollars  from  the  office  this  spring  and  summer. 

Senator  Frazier.  Did  you  hear  these  witnesses  testify  here  this 
morning,  these  two  women  and  others  who  testified  in  regard  to  liquor 
conditions  and  moral  conditions  on  the  reservation?  Are  these  stories 
exaggerated  or  is  that  about  the  way  things  are? 

Mr.  Everest.  Well,  I  don't  believe  things  are  exaggerated  any, 
I  know  there  are  a  lot  of  drunks  around  but  I  don't  know  where  they 
come  from,  the  situation  is  beyond  our  control.  I  don't  live  in 
Odanah,  we  are  out  at  Birch  which  is  8  miles  west  of  Odanah,  we  do 
our  trucking  from  Odanah. 

Joseph  Current,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  Joseph  Current. 
Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  Odanah,  Wis. 

Q.  I  understand  you  are  familiar  with  timber  cuttings  on  the  Bad 
River  Reservation? — A.  Yes. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Armstrong's  testimony? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  that? — A.  Only  I  know  that  the 
J.  S.  Steams  Lumber  Co.  had  a  contract  to  cut  dead  and  down  timber 
in  the  fire  area  and  I  know  they  cut  some  timber  outside  of  the  area 
that  they  were  not  supposed  to  cut,  they  cut  green  timber  mostly 
Norway  pine. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  the  contract  was  with  the  Stearns  Lum- 
ber Co.? — A.  I  don't  know  what  the  contract  was  or  if  they  had  a 
contract,  but  I  saw  all  kinds  of  green  timber  going  out  but  I  do  not 
know  where  it  was  taken  from. 

Q.  Have  you  been  through  the  timber  Mr.  Armstrong  speaks  of? — 
A.  I  have  not  been  through  that  timber  since  1920. 

Q.  Is  there  any  timber  or  salvage  left  there  now  that  it  would  pay 
anyone  to  remove? — A.  From  my  observation  what  salvage  there  is 
there  would  not  pay  anyone  to  remove,  I  don't  think  anyone  would 
take  a  contract  to  remove  what  timebr  there  is  there  now,  there  is 
not  enough  to  warrant  a  camp.  I  was  employed  by  the  department 
as  a  scaler  for  a  number  of  vears  and  I  checked  up  this  timber  and 
while  there  is  some  good  timber  there  it  would  cost  more  to  get  it  out 
.than  what  it  is  worth. 

Q.  Did  you  scale  any  timber  in  the  fire  area? — A.  No;  I  did  not 
work  where  the  greatest  fire  was,  I  scaled  some  green  timber  on  the 
Bad  River  but  I  do  not  recall  how  big  a  percentage  there  was.  I  was 
sent  there  to  scale  green  timber;  they  established  permanent  camps 
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right  in  the  thickest  of  the  fire  area  and  were  forced  to  estabUsh 
movable  camps;  I  was  on  the  ground  there  at  the  time  and  was  sent 
up  there  to  try  and  aboUsh  the  fire. 

W.  H.  Thompson,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  You  may  state  your  name. — A.  W.  H.  Thompson. 
Q.  And  where  do  you  live? — A.  At  Dallas,  Wis. 
Q.  Where  is  that  located? — A.  About  156  miles  from  Odanah. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  were  formerly  located  at  Odanah? — A.  Yes; 
I  spent  three  years  there,  three  years  and  two- thirds  as  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  moral  conditions  on  the  reservation? — 
A.  I  became  quite  famihar  with  moral  conditions  in  a  general  way 
during  the  time  I  was  there,  and  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge  from  the 
work  I  did  conditions  were  exceedingly  bad. 

Q.  In  what  way? — A.  Well,  I  have  stood  on  the  street  corner  for 
hours  at  a  time  trying  to  keep  some  fellows  from  accosting  young 
girls,  and  I  have  seen  drunks  pass  time  after  time. 

Q.  Where  do  they  get  the  liquor  there? — A.  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  as  to  where  the  liquor  was  obtained. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  take  up  with  local  officials  anything  with  regard 
to  liquor  conditions  there? — A.  I  did  not  bring  the  matter  to  atten- 
tion of  officials  there  for  the  reason  that  I  discovered  a  particular 
line  of  procedure  which  I  considered  graft  in  politics,  and  when  I 
exposed  it  the  farmer  there  threatened  to  run  me  off  the  reservation 
if  I  interfered  with  his  business  any  more. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Who  was  the  farmer? — A.  Dohn.  He  was  also  clerk  of  the 
school  board  at  the  time.  The  school  had  an  average  attendance  of 
31K  and  the  board  were  paying  themselves  a  salary  of  $350  besides 
other  expenses. 

Q.  Who  was  on  the  school  board  if  you  know? — A.  A.  L.  Dohn 
was  clerk  and  E.  J.  Lockhard  and  Mr.  Klouser  were  directors;  Mr. 
Klouser  was  treasurer. 

Q.  Were  they  all  drawing  a  salary  from  the  school? — A.  Yes; 
Dohn  was  drawing  $150  as  clerk  and  besides  he  was  paid  additional 
expenses,  Loakhard  got  $50  and  Mr.  Klouser  got  $150  a  year  as 
treasurer  of  the  school.  I  became  mixed  up  in  politics  and  I  cut  the 
salary  down  to  one-third  of  that  and  raised  the  question  as  to  the 
legality  of  some  of  the  other  expenditures  and  as  a  result  Mr.  Dohn 
threatened  to  run  me  off  of  the  reservation.  I  had  a  conversation 
with  him  one  time  on  the  street  about  it  and  he  cussed  me  and  told 
me  he  knew  the  part  I  was  taking  in  the  school  election  and  that  if 
I  interf erred  any  more  he  would  run  me  off  the  reservation. 

Q.  What  did  you  say? — A.  I  w^as  so  amused  I  laughed  about  it. 

Q.  Did  he  run  you  off  the  reservation? — A.  No,  he  did  not;  he 
didn't  run  me  off  when  I  left  either. 
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Q.  What  do  you  know  about  health  conditions  on  the  reserva- 
tion?— A.  My  impression  is  that  there  is  considerable  T.  B.  on  the 
reservation.  Many  of  the  Indians  are  afflicted  with  T.  B.,  that  I 
beHeve  is  due  in  a  measure  to  the  conditions  under  which  they  live, 
lack  of  sanitation,  malnutrition,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
receive  proper  medical  attention.  I  know  it  is  very  hard  for  these 
Indians  to  get  doctors  to  visit  them  when  they  are  sick,  most  of  them 
have  no  money  and  unless  they  have  funds  in  the  office  it  is  hard  to 
get  medical  attention  for  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  specific  instances  where  Indians  were  not 
able  to  get  doctors  to  \4sit  them  when  called? — A.  Yes,  I  recall  several 
cases  where  I  tried  to  get  medical  attention  for  some  of  these  Indians 
but  could  not  do  so.  I  recall  an  instance  one  time  when  mj^  wife 
and  I  were  in  the  drug  store  at  Odanah  and  the  druggist  called  the 
doctor;  he  told  him  it  was  for  a  white  man  and  that  he  would  pay, 
so  he  said  he  would  come.  I  know  one  time  I  tried  to  get  a  doctor 
for  an  Indian  woman,  Margaret  Crane,  for  an  emergency  operation, 
and  I  tried  to  get  a  doctor  for  her  but  could  not  get  one  to  come  and 
I  told  Mr.  Everest  about  it  and  he  said  there  was  no  fund  from  which 
he  could  pay  for  it. 

I  again  went  to  see  the  doctors  and  they  told  me  that  if  I  could 
get  her  to  the  hospital  they  would  do  the  best  they  could  for  her  and 
take  chances  on  getting  their  money.  I  got  her  to  the  hospital  and 
afterwards  the  sum  of  about  $90  was  found,  which  was  applied  on 
her  hospital  bill  and  part  of  her  doctor's  bill.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
matter  to  obtain  medical  service  for  the  Indians,  particularly  if  they 
have  no  money,  and  a  large  number  of  them  are  in  this  situation.  I 
know  of  a  number  of  cases  where  I  was  obliged  to  advance  the  money 
out  of  my  own  pocket  in  order  to  get  a  doctor  to  come  there  and  visit 
a  sick  person,  and  during  the  time  I  was  there  I  came  in  contact  with  a 
good  many  cases  of  poverty  and  destitution,  and  Mrs.  Thompson  and  I 
did  what  we  could  for  them  in  the  way  of  furnishing  food  and  clothing. 
I  know  one  family  in  particular,  there  were  seven  or  eight  small 
children  in  the  family  and  a  young  baby,  they  were  in  very  poor  cir- 
cumstances and  we  learned  from  one  of  the  children  that  the  young 
baby  was  living  on  rabbit  soup  and  after  we  learned  of  their  condition 
we  supplied  milk  for  the  baby  that  winter  and  also  furnished  them 
clothing. 

Conditions  were  very  bad  during  the  winter  about  three  years 
ago  and  I  recall  going  to  Mr.  Dohn  and  asking  him  if  everyone  was 
getting  enough  to  eat,  and  he  told  me  in  a  very  flippant  way  that 
he  was  getting  plenty,  and  that  was  all  I  ever  got  out  of  him.  There 
should  Be  some  manner  provided  by  the  government  for  rendering 
aid  to  the  Indians  during  the  winter  months,  particularly  the  aged 
and  infirm. 

Mrs.  O.  J.  Little,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Mrs.  O.  J.  Little? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee  with 
reference  to  health  and  moral  conditions  on  the  reservation? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 
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Q.  You  may  make  your  statement. — A.  The  League  of  Women 
Voters  in  1923  were  successful  in  getting  a  free  clinic.  I  helped  in  the 
free  clinic  on  the  reservation  and  in  making  our  survey  we  found 
considerable  T.  B.,  I  might  say  a  great  deal  of  tuberculosis,  and  in 
taking  the  history  of  these  cases  I  found  that  they  almost  constantly 
had  pneumonia. 

By  Senator  La  FoUette: 

Q.  And  the  fact  that  they  had  pneumonia  would  make  them  more 
susceptible  to  tuberculosis,  "particularly  if  they  had  not  had  proper 
medical  attention? — A.  Yes,  I  came  ^o  the  conclusion  that  this 
condition  was  brought  about  by  the  fact  that  they  did  not  have  the 
strength  to  resist  disease  and  were  therefore  more  susceptible  to 
tuberculosis.  I  know  several  times  I  remained  on  the  reservation 
nights  when  the  rest  of  the  committee  went  to  Asliland  and  in  that  way 
I  got  their  story.  The  next  year  I  went  back  there  in  August,  they 
petitioned  me  to  organize  a  league  of  women  voters  so  I  went  back 
the  following  August  and  organized  them.  While  I  was  there  helping 
with  the  clinic  they  were  building  the  highway  through  there  and  in 
so  doing  had  stopped  up  the  only  drainage  in  the  town.  I  went  to 
the  superintendent  in  charge  of  the  work  and  asked  him  to  put  in  a 
a  culvert  do^Ti  to  the  Kadagan  River  which  he  promised  to  do,  but 
when  I  went  back  there  the  following  year  the  wter  was  still  standing 
in  their  yards  and  there  was  no  sign  of  any  culvert;  that  of  course 
made  the  health  situation  so  much  worse. 

Q.  How  many  were  examined  for  tuberculosis  when  you  held  that 
clinic  of  which  you  speak? — A.  During  the  time  I  was  there  we 
examined  about  600.  I  have  the  figures  in  my  file  here  and  will 
leave  them  with  you. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  getting  the  Indians  to  come  in  for 
examination? — A.  Yes,  some  cases  we  could  not  get  to  the  clinic 
and  we  had  to  go  out  and  bring  them  in. 

Q.  Should  not  many  of  these  people  be  receiving  treatment  in 
some  sanitarium  instead  of  being  allowed  to  remain  on  the  reserva- 
tion and  spreading  the  disease  among  others? — A.  Yes,  myself  and 
the  other  social  worker  there  found  a  very  large  number  of  cases  that 
should  be  receiving  treatment  in  sanitariums.  We  found  a  very  high 
percentage  of  tuberculosis  among  the  Indians  there  and  also  find  it 
very  difficult  to  get  them  hospitalized,  there  should  be  a  tuberculosis 
sanitatium  here  where  they  could  receive  proper  care  and  medical 
attention,  as  their  surroundings  are  such  that  they  are  not  able  to 
give  proper  treatment  in  the  home.  Many  of  the  Indians  are  poor 
and  the}^  can  not  afford  to  hire  doctors  to  take  care  of  them  when 
they  are  sick  and  as  a  result  they  do  not  receive  proper  medical 
attention. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  had  difficulty  in  getting  tubercular  patients 
admitted  to  institutions  for  treatment? — A.  Yes,  we  found  one  boy, 
Peter  Forest,  who  had  active  tuberculosis  and  he  was  attending 
school.  I  have  the  county  judge's  letter  here  regarding  the  case. 
We  recommended  that  he  be  sent  to  a  sanitarium  in  October,  1923, 
and  in  December,  1924,  after  we  had  been  working  on  it  all  the  while 
the  judge  finally  found  a  way  to  get  him  admitted,  but  the  mother 
wrote  me  that  when  they  applied  for  the  Government  car  to  take 
him  to  the  sanitarium  it  was  refused  and  she  had  to  go  out  and  beg 
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the  money  to  get  him  there.  The  matter  of  those  smallpox  points 
was  brought  up  here  to-day.  I  was  there  on  the  reservation  at  the 
time  and  have  actual  knowledge  of  that.  There  was  an  epidemic  of 
smallpox  and  vaccine  points  were  ordered.  I  asked  Mr.  Bailey  to 
promise  me  that  he  would  get  these  points  and  put  them  in  their 
hands  so  that  the  children  could  be  vaccinated  and  he  promised  to 
do  so,  but  I  learned  afterwards  that  was  never  done  and  as  a  result 
they  had  smallpox  there  the  following  year. 

Now,  as  to  the  morals  among  the  Indians  at  Odanah,  I  do  not 
think  that  they  are  entirely  to  blame  for  the  conditions  as  they  exist. 
I  believe  some  sort  of  a  junior' league  should  be  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  clean  entertainment  for  the  young  people.  They  are 
sick  of  drinking  parties  and  the  debauchery  that  follows,  but  they  are 
not  offered  any  encouragement  by  the  officials.  There  was  a  bunch 
of  young  people  went  out  to  slide  on  the  hill  and  street  there  and 
Mr.  Mottle  came  out  and  stopped  them  and  threatened  to  throw 
them  all  in  jail.  They  had  no  idea  they  were  doing  wrong.  It  was 
a  very  cold  night  and  one  of  their  best  boys  was  thrown  in  jail  without 
a  hat  or  cap  and  left  there  until  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
the  officer  told  some  of  the  girls  that  they  would  be  the  next  ones. 
One  of  the  girls  asked  me  if  there  was  any  law  of  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin which  prevented  them  from  sliding  on  the  hill  or  street  and  if 
it  was  a  crime  to  do  so.  Later  a  petition  was  prepared  and  sent  to 
Mr.  Everest  and  a  letter  explaining  the  matter,  but  instead  of  Mr. 
Mottle  being  disciplined  or  censured  he  was  transferred  to  Lac  du 
Flambeau.  Some  of  the  young  people  told  me  afterwards  it  was  all 
right  for  them  to  go  to  all  the  dances  they  wanted  to  or  to  go  to 
Ashland  and  get  drunk  and  stay  out  all  hours  of  the  night,  but 
when  they  endeavored  to  have  a  little  innocent  sport  they  were  abused 
and  threatened  with  arrest. 

Another  thing  that  should  be  looked  into  is  the  constant  humiliation 
that  the  Indians  are  subjected  to,  advantage  is  taken  of  every  possible 
technicality.  I  know  one  young  mother  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence  who  went  to  the  office  and  asked  for  $75  to  buy  winter 
clothing  for  her  family,  and  Mr.  Dohn  told  her  that  $50  was  enough, 
that  he  wished  he  could  have  $70  to  buy  his  winter  clothing,  and 
she  told  him  he  did  not  need  it  but  that  she  did;  after  considerable 
discussion  he  finally  gave  her  $75  but  she  was  subjected  to  a  great 
deal  of  humilation  before  she  finally  got  it,  and  I  can't  understand 
why  these  people  should  be  humiliated  so  in  getting  their  money. 
Another  thmg  happened  at  the  office,  a  young  girl  came  there  for 
some  medicine  and  he  told  her  he  did  not  have  it  at  the  office, 
and  that  he  was  not  there  to  pass  out  medicine,  that  the  Indian 
policeman  took  care  of  that  and  she  asked  where  he  was  and  he  said 
he  was  not  there;  she  came  there  two  or  three  times  and  finally  she 
told  him  that  she  would  have  to  get  it  there  or  walk  to  Ashland  for 
it  and  he  told  her  that  time  it  was  kept  right  behind  the  office  and 
he  went  there  and  got  it  for  her.  It  did  not  take  him  more  than  a 
niinute  to  get  it  and  he  could  have  done  that  just  as  well  the  first 
time  as  the  last.  It  is  just  such  things  as  this  that  make  it  hard  for 
the  Indians. 

The  liquor  situation  on  the  reservation  is  very  bad  and  apparently 
the  officers  do  nothing  to  suppress  it,  a  number  of  people  have  told 
me  that  they  could  get  evidence,  but  that  it  would  do  no  good  as 
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the  cases  would  not  be  pushed.  After  hearing  so  many  complaints 
I  went  down  to  Mr.  Dohn  myself  and  I  asked  him  if  he  was  trying 
to  do  anything  about  the  liquor  situation  and  he  said  he  could  not 
do  anything.  I  said,  ''Why  can't  you?";  and  he  said,  ''Because  I 
can't  get  evidence."  I  said,  "I  will  get  the  evidence  for  you,  if  you 
will  push  the  cases";  "No,"  he  said,  "I  can't  do  that,  I  would  get 
in  Dutch  with  the  Indians  and  I  can't  afford  to  get  in  bad." 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  And  he  did  nothing  about  it? — A.  No;  he  did  not  want  me  to 
go  ahead,  he  said  he  would  take  care  of  the  matter  himself. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  that  this  lax  enforcement  on  the  reservation  is  the 
fault  of  the  officials? — A.  Yes;  I  certainly  do. 

Q.  Anything  else? — A.  I  went  down  to  Milwaukee  one  time  and 
tried  to  get  Mrs.  Blanchard's  $50  back  that  disappeared  when  her 
home  was  raided  by  a  prohibition  officer,  but  I  was  told  that  that 
man  was  no  longer  in  the  service,  so  she  never  got  her  money. 

Q.  Who  did  you  talk  to? — A.  I  talked  to  Mr.  Hedge  at  prohibition 
headquarters  in  Milwaukee. 

Mrs.  Jesse  Hooper,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Mrs.  Jessie  Hooper? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  live  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  you  wish  to  make  regarding  conditions 
on  the  La  Pointe  Reservation? — A.  Yes;  I  went  to  the  Odanah  Res- 
ervation as  chairman  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters.  We  called  a 
meeting  in  the  evening  and  I  attended  that  meeting  and  they  dis- 
cussed their  troubles  with  me. 

Q.  What  matters  were  taken  up  at  that  time? — A.  One  of  the 
matters  brought  up  was  the  matter  of  getting  a  culvert  through  the 
highway.  No  culvert  was  put  in  there  when  the  highway  was  built 
and  stagnant  water  was  standing  around  their  houses.  Another 
matter  brought  up  was  the  matter  of  street  lights.  The  Indians 
were  given  to  understand  that  the  light  company  would  furnish  light 
for  the  privilege  of  running  through  their  town,  but  that  has  never 
been  done.  The  streets  are  dark  and  they  should  have  lights,  and 
they  want  to  know  what  is  going  to  be  done  about  the  matter. 
Another  thing  they  brought  up  was  that  they  have  no  doctor  there 
and  it  costs  so  much  to  get  one  from  Ahsland.  Many  of  the  Indians 
are  poor  and  can  not  afford  medical  attention  when  they  need  it. 
They  also  want  a  home  for  the  old  people  as  many  of  them  are  hungry 
and  cold  in  the  winter.  I  was  in  Washington  and  took  up  with  the 
Indian  Bureau  the  matter  of  getting  a  doctor  for  them,  but  they  said 
they  could  not  get  a  doctor  to  go  there  as  the  pay  for  doctors  had  not 
raised  much  in  the  past  15  years,  and  that  a  young  doctor  would  not 
go  there.  These  people  are  very  much  in  need  of  and  should  have  a 
doctor,  and  something  should  be  done  to  give  them  proper  medical 
attention.  They  also  complained  about  the  timber  cuttings  and  I 
took  copies  of  the  scale  and  cuttings  of  timber  from  land  on  different 
cut-over  forties  with  me  when  I  went  to  Washington  and  I  presented 
them  to  Secretary  Work  and  he  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  worth 
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while  to  go  into  them.     I  also  took  the  matter  up  with  Commissioner 
Burke,  but  that  was  as  far  as  I  got. 

Arthur  Johnson,  sworn  to  testify \o  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Your  name  is  Arthur  Johnson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  district  attorney  of  Ashland  County? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Bad  River  Reservation,  I  believe,  is  located  in  your 
county? — A.  In  the  east  end  of  the  county;  yes. 

Q.  How  do  you  handle  the  matter  of  rendering  aid  to  these 
Indians? — A.  We  have  a  fund  which  is  called  poor  relief;  that  is, 
where  they  are  taken  care  of  in  towns.  Any  relief  in  the  way  of 
mothers'  pensions,  hospital  bills,  and  things  of  that  sort,  not  mothers' 
pensions,  is  not  charged  back  to  the  county,  but  hospital  and  relief 
given  them  from  time  to  time  is  charged  back  to  the  town;  there  is 
also  some  relief  given  indirectly  by  towns;  that  is  especially  done  in 
the  town  of  Saunte. 

Q.  Have  you  a  statement  here  on  that?^ — A.  No;  I  thought  I  had 
but  I  have  not,  but  one  of  the  former  officers  of  the  town  board, 
Mr.  Penel,  is  here ;  he  has  no  statement  but  knows  what  the  town  has 
paid  out  and  what  is  charged  back  to  the  town.  I  thought  I  had  this 
matter  figured  up  in  pretty  good  shape.  I  have  figured  some  ratios  here 
but  was  all  off.  I  figured  the  population  of  Odanah  as  around  a  thou- 
sand and  figured  on  that  basis,  but  Mr.  Everest  tells  me  there  are  actu- 
ally only  about  450  living  there,  which  would,  of  course,  change  the 
figures  materially.  The  figures  which  I  have,  however,  will  give 
you  some  idea  of  the  situation  as  it  effects  our  county.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  entire  county,  according  to  the  census  of  1920,  was  21,965. 
I  presume  that  has  increased  some,  although  I  could  notsay  for  certain. 
I  have  that  report  and  that  will  tell  the  story  so  far  as  poor  relief  is 
concerned.  I  also  have  a  report  here  in  regard  to  the  criminal  cases 
that  have  come  up.  I  figure  the  white  population  of  Ashland  County 
to  be  at  least  21,000,  and  the  number  of  criminal  cases  from  the  whole 
county  since  I  have  been  district  attorney,  since  January  1,  1927, 
has  been  241  whites  and  65  Indians. 

These  cases  were  of  all  kinds  and  descriptions  among  both  whites 
and  Indians.  We,  of  course,  have  really  no  jurisdiction  to  prosecute 
Indian  cases  arising  on  the  reservation  but  we  do;  for  instance,  a 
murder  was  committed  in  the  month  of  April,  this  man  was  killed 
one  night  by  two  Indians  and  we  apprehended  them,  tried,  and 
convicted  them  of  the  crime.  The  United  States  Government  sent  a 
man  in  there  to  investigate  it  a  month  or  so  after  the  crime  was 
committed,  this  man  I  believe  came  from  the  bureau  of  investigation 
in  Minneapolis. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Mr.  Everest,  did  you  make  an  investigation 
of  that,  or  did  any  of  ^our  oflficers? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir,  I  reported  to  headquarters  and  they  detailed 
this  special  investigator  to  go  over  the  ground.  I  also  got  in  touch 
with  Mr.  Johnson  and  the  county  sheriff  and  they  came  down  a 
short  time  after  that  and  the  crminals  were  apprehended  within  a 
day. 
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Mr.  Johnson.  If  I  may  express  my  opinion,  the  whole  situation  is 
out  of  joint.  The  Federal  Government  had  almost  complete  control, 
a  white  man  could  hardly  go  on  the  reservation  when  they  were 
cutting  timber,  and  then  we  were  given  to  understand  that  the 
Federal  Government  were 'releasing  their  control  and  turning  it  over 
to  the  State.  Various  newspapers  have  reported  this  to  be  a  fact 
and  I  have  letters  in  my  office  from  Mr.  Everest  requesting  us  to 
act  in  certain  criminal  matters. 

Senator  La  Follete.  The  only  people  who  can  release  control  is 
Congress  and  they  have  passed  no  law  releasing  it. 

Mr.  Johnson.  There  is  a  question  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  or  not 
we  had  jursidiction  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  According  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  we  did,  but  according  to 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  we  did  not. 

Senator  La  Follette.  The  Supreme  Court  admits  they  have  no 
authority. 

Mr.  Johnson.  Another  trouble  I  believe  is  getting  efficient  police 
officers,  the  Government  only  pays  $40  a  month  salary  I  understand, 
and  these  positions  are  not  filled  locally,  and  while  the  salary  is  not 
enough  to  obtain  competent  men  for  such  work  I  believe  better  results 
could  be  obtained  if  local  people  were  employed. 

We  have  done  some  effective  work  in  regard  to  the  liquor  situation, 
as  you  will  note  from  the  number  of  cases  filed,  many  of  which  are 
for  liquor  violations,  but  in  order  to  better  conditions  we  should  have 
a  deputy  sheriff  at  Odanah  all  the  time,  but  the  county  officials  do 
not  feel  that  they  can  afford  to  keep  one  there  in  that  little  town  when 
it  does  not  have  one  in  any  other  town  in  the  county. 

Senator  Frazier.  It  is  up  to  the  Federal  Government  to  enforce 
the  law  and  they  should  see  that  it  was  enforced,  and  they  should 
have  men  there  who  would  do  it.     There  is  no  question  about  that. 

Mr.  Johnson.  Most  of  our  liquor  cases  have  been  prosecuted  in 
State  court  for  the  reason  that  we  can  not  get  very  much  out  of  the 
Federal  United  States  attorney's  office.  Under  the  Federal  law 
they  would  be  prosecuted  for  selling  liquor  to  Indians  or  for  taking 
it  on  the  reservation  and  upon  conviction  could  be  sentenced  to  60 
days  in  jail  and  a  $200  fine.  I  have  always  felt  that  the  Government 
should  handle  these  cases,  and  when  I  first  became  district  attorney 
I  took  the  matter  up  with  Washington,  and  even  wrote  Senator 
La  Follette  but  did  not  get  any  results,  the  bureau  simply  ignored  it, 
so  we  went  ahead  and  prosecuted  these  cases  even  where  the  Federal 
statutes  does  not  give  the  State  court  jurisdiction.  This,  of  course, 
means  an  additional  expense  to  the  county. 

There  are  a  number  of  illegitimate  children  on  the  reservation  but 
I  believe  that  will  be  stopped  to  a  large  extent  if  the  liquor  traffic  is 
curbed.  One  of  the  Indians  down  there  said  to  me,  ''Well,  you  white 
people  gave  the  idea  to  the  Indians,  you  get  tired  of  one  woman  and 
get  another  and  the  Indians  are  doing  the  same  thing."  They  are 
under  control  of  the  Federal  Government  and  they  don't  like  to 
submit  to  the  State  Government.  I  don't  mean  to  say  that  the 
Indians  are  any  worse  than  anyone  else  put  into  that  community, 
the  results  would  be  the  same  I  think,  although  conditions  on  the 
Indian  reservation  are  worse  than  in  other  towns  in  the  county — 
they  are  three  times  as  bad,  I  would  say,  judging  from  the  number  of 
cases  we  have.     All  they  have  there  is  a  local  justice  of  the  peace,  a 
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man  of  very  little  experience  along  that  line  and  it  is  pretty  hard  for 
him  to  cope  with  the  situation. 

Another  thing  I  might  mention  is  the  situation  with  regard  to 
venereal  diseases.  I  tried  to  get  some  action  from  the  State  govern- 
ment and  they  promised  to  make  an  investigation.  There  is  a  very 
bad  situation  existing  so  far  as  venereal  disease  is  concerned,  com- 
paratively speaking  I  would  say  it  was  very  bad.  Finally  they  wrote 
to  me  and  said  they  considered  that  a  Federal  problem  and  therefore 
would  be  unable  to  do  anything.  Matters  of  this  kind  are  very 
hard  to  investigate  on  an  Indian  reservation,  the  Indians  as  a  general 
thing  are  close-mouthed,  they  talk  things  over  among  themselves 
and  when  it  comes  to  giving  testimony  to  officers  they  do  not  know 
anything  about  it.  They  are  not  inclined  to  speak  as  freely  as  the 
white  man  and  you  have  probably  noticed  that  there  to-day. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  say  just  a  word  in  regard  to  the  tax 
situation.  The  county  makes  the  apportionment  to  the  towns  and 
villages  of  their  share  of  the  tax,  they  in  turn  can  turn  in  any  delin- 
quent tax  and  take  credit  for  it.  The  result  is  that  the  county  is 
not  getting  the  cash  for  support  of  its  county  government,  never- 
theless they  are  bearing  the  burden  and  it  is  getting  to  be  a  very 
serious  problem. 

John  B.  Bentley,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name  and  residence? — A.  John  B.  Bentley, 
Odanah,  Wis. 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  conditions  on  the  reservation  there  are 
you? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  been  on  the  reservation  for  30  years.  I 
served  three  terms  on  the  town  board  of  Odanah;  last  year  I  was 
chairman,  but  Edward  Day  is  chairman  this  year. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  has  been  done  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic 
on  the  reservation? — A.  I  feel  that  the  officials  there  have  always 
done  all  they  could  to  suppress  it.  It  is  my  personal  opinion  that  the 
officials  there  have  done  more  toward  trying  to  suppress  the  liquor 
traffic  than  they  have  in  trying  to  teach  the  Indians  how  to  farm. 

Q.  There  is  considerable  drunkness  there  among  the  Indians  is 
there  not? — A.  Yes;  but  as  compared  with  the  city  of  Ashland,  I 
don't  believe  it  is  any  worse. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Dohn  endeavored  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  and 
has  he  cooperated  with  the  county  officials  in  this  matter? — A.  Yes, 
Mr.  Dohn  I  believe  has  done  everything  he  possibly  could  and  has 
worked  his  officers  night  and  day  trying  to  get  evidence. 

Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  How  many  places  are  there  selling  liquor  in  the  town  of  Odanah, 
that  you  know  of? — A.  Of  my  own  personal  knowledge,  I  do  not 
know  of  any,  there  are  four  soft-drink  places  in  Odanah,  but  if  they 
are  selling  liquor  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Q.  Is  there  considerable  bottlegging  going  on  there? — A.  Person- 
ally, I  do  not  know  any  in  the  town.     I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there 
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is  not  as  much  liquor  there  as  in  some  other  towns  I  have  been  in, 
of  course,  there  is  hquor  there  but  where  it  comes  from  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  know  this  man  Markassen?  There  has  been  some 
testimony  here  to  the  effect  that  he  was  a  heavy  drinker  and  mixed 
up  with  the  hquor  element  in  town. — A.  Yes;  I  know  him,  and  I 
will  say  this  for  thim,  I  believe  he  was  the  most  efficient  officer  the 
Government  every  had  there,  I  know  when  he  went  after  his  man  he 
got  him  and  he  picked  up  some  hard  ones.  I  know  nothing  about 
his  previous  record  and  if  he  was  a  heavy  drinker  I  was  not  aware 
of  it. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  tax  situation? — A.  About  50  per 
cent  of  the  acreage  is  off  the  tax  roll  because  it  is  Indian  land.  We 
do  not  assess  anything  except  personal  taxes  against  the  Indians  who 
live  on  their  land,  and  automobile  tax  if  they  have  one.  The  Indians 
all  vote  and  some  of  the  town  officers  are  Indian. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  take  with  Mr.  Dohn  while  you  were  a  town  officer 
the  matter  of  liquor  conditions  there? — A.  Yes;  I  have  had  personal 
talks  with  Mr.  Dohn  and  I  was  justice  of  the  peace  there  six  years 
befbre  the  mill  went  out. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  What  are  you  doing  now? — A.  I  am  working  for  the  count}^  by 
the  day. 

Q.  Your  testimony  here  is  at  variance  with  any  other  witness. 
Every  other  witness  here  who  testified  in  regard  to  the  liquor  situa- 
tion has  complained  that  they  were  unable  to  get  Mr.  Dohn's  coop- 
eration to  suppress  it  and  that  evidence  would  be  of  no  use  to  him. 
Did  you  ever  bring  any  evidence  to  his  attention? — A.  No,  sir;  during 
the  year  that  I  have  been  there  I  have  seen  lots  of  liquor  but  I  don't 
know  where  it  came  from. 

By  Senator  Frazier  : 
Q.  You  never  saw  any  sold? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  of  any  bootlegging  going  on  down  there? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

George  E.  O'Connor,  sw^orn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Mr.  O'Connor? — A.  George  E.  O'Connor. 

Q.  Your  occupation? — A.  District  attorney  of  Vilas  County. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  to  make  to  the  committee? — A.  Yes. 
I  would  like  to  say  a  few  things  to  this  committee  here  and  I  will 
make  it  as  brief  as  I  can. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  country? — A.  It  wall  be  46 
years  next  April.  I  was  the  first  sheriff  of  this  county  in  1895-96 
and  was  elected  district  attorney  in  1900  and  have  been  all  the  time 
since  except  four  or  five  years  and  have  prosecuted  all  kinds  of  cases. 
Several  years  ago  I  recall  of  taking  up  with  the  United  States  district 
attorney  the  matter  of  prosecution  in  a  murder  case,  the  Jim  Bell  case; 
and  they  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it  and  insisted  that  the 
State  had  jurisdiction.  I  do  not  recall  the  United  States  attorney's 
name  at  this  time;  it  is  quite  a  long  time  ago.  Lately,  the  Govern- 
ment, according  to  Mr.  Everest,  absolutely  refuses  to  take  any  part 
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in  prosecutions  of  criminal  actions  arising  on  the  reservation  and 
deny  jurisdiction  and  insist  that  it  is  wholly  a  function  of  the  State, 
except  that  they  will  pay  a  little  attention  to  violations  of  the  Kquor 
laws  on  the  reservation. 

Senator  Wheeler.  There  has  not  been  any  order  to  that  effect 
because  the  only  person  that  could  relinquish  it  is  the  Indian  com- 
missioner and  Congress  has  never  given  that  right. 

Mr.  O'Connor.  Now,  I  have  been  as  successful  I  beheve  as  any 
man  in  dealing  with  the  Indians,  I  have  given  a  great  deal  of  study 
to  the  Indians'  problem  and  have  tried  to  maintain  friendly  relations 
with  them.  My  experience  in  dealing  with  the  older  Indians,  the 
full  bloods,  has  been  that  most  of  them  are  on  the  square,  more  so 
than  many  of  the  white  men,  but  all  that  has  changed  in  the  last 
few  years  and  now  we  have  a  great  many  mixed  bloods  on  the  reserva- 
tion and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  booze,  and  we  find  it  very  hard  to  get 
convictions;  the  Indians  will  not  tell.  We  get  affidavits  from  them, 
they  place  their  finger  marks  on  them,  and  everything  is  fine,  but 
when  they  go  into  court  and  get  on  the  stand  they  claim  they  did 
not  understand  what  they  were  saying  and  mil  change  their  st^y 
around  the  other  way. 

Many  of  the  Indians  in  the  old  days  had  more  than  one  wife;  it 
was  that  way  for  generations  and  they  thought  nothing  of  it,  but 
economic  conditions  have  changed  that  somewhat  and  they  are  doing 
well  if  they  can  support  one  now.  Among  a  lot  of  the  Indians  even 
to-day  it  is  not  considered  a  serious  offense,  ami  many  of  them  believe 
that  they  should  be  permitted  to  retain  the  old  Indian  custom  of 
marriage.  Here  last  July  we  had  36  or  38  men  in  the  office  who 
admitted  they  werB  living  together  with  a  woman  to  whom  they  were 
not  married ;  that  testimony  in  court  would  not  be  admissible  against 
them;  they  would  not  have  to  take  the  stand,  and  we  did  not  figure 
that  we  had  very  much  of  a  case  against  them,  but  I  was  successful 
in  getting  five  or  six  of  the  couples  to  marry,  and  we  followed  the 
matter  up  and  will  probably  get  some  more  of  them.  I  recall  one 
time  12  or  15  years  ago  I  made  two  trips  of  a  week  or  10  days  and 
was  successful  in  getting  37  couples  to  marry  at  that  time  and  we  had 
the  matter  pretty  well  in  hand.  The  sheriff  has  a  warrant  in  his 
pocket  now  charging  one  of  those  men  with  adultery  and  we  are  going 
to  test  it  out.  We  have  not  had  the  help  on  this  reservation  the  last 
few  years  that  we  formerly  had.  Mr.  Everest,  who  is  agent  here  now, 
says  it  is  entirely  up  to  us  and  the  Indian  police,  and  when  we  take 
the  Indian  policeman  along  we  have  to  have  an  interpreter  also  and 
we  pay  them  $3  a  day  each,  which  I  do  not  think  we  should  be  called 
upon  to  do  as  I  believe  the  agent  should  furnish  us  with  a  policeman 
and  interpreter. 

Senator  Frazier.  I  think  he  should,  too,  and  there  should  not  be 
anv  charge  for  it  either. 

Mr.  O'Connor.  I  believe  so,  too;  but  I  think  if  they  had  good 
policemen  and  paid  them  good  wages  they  would  not  expect  any- 
thing from  u^.  The  Indian  police,  I  understand,  are  only  paid  $140 
a  month. 

Now  the  Indians  here  are  very  much  impoverished.  In  some  of 
the  towns  the  land  is  nearly  all  Indian  land  which  pays  no  taxes  unless 
the  patent  in  fee  is  on  record,  and  the  Indian  does  not  put  it  on  record 
until  he  sells  his  land  and  gets  his  certificate  of  competency  in  order 
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to  avoid  paying  taxes.  I  think  that  the  condition  of  the  Indians  on 
these  reservations  at  the  present  time  is  due  entirely  to  the  poUcy  of 
the  Government  in  permitting  the  Indians  to  be  issued  certificates  of 
competency  and  allowing  them  to  dispose  of  their  lands,  as  even  if 
they  got  four  or  five  thousand  dollars  for  it  they  would  have  nothing 
in  a  few  months,  and  I  believe  the  law  should  be  repealed.  There  are 
very  few  of  the  Indians  who  are  competent  to  manage  their  affairs 
and  the  Government  should  manage  it  for  them;  at  least  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  their  land.  The  Indian  custom  is  a 
community  custom,  and  now  when  they  have  sold  their  land  or 
whatever  they  had  to  sell  and  have  nothing  left  they  live  off  relatives 
or  look  to  the  Government  or  communities  in  which  they  live  to 
render  what  aid  is  possible  to  keep  them  from  starving.  The  Indian 
as  a  rule  is  not  a  good  financier,  and  when  they  are  permitted  to  sell 
their  land  the  money  is  dissipated  in  a  short  time,  and  I  have  known 
of  cases  where  they  would  sell  their  land  for  as  much  as  $3,000  and 
buy  a  car  and  make  one  payment  on  it  and  before  the  car  was  paid 
for  their  money  would  be  all  gone  and  they  would  lose  it.  Most  of 
the  people  here  want  to  help  the  Indians,  but  the  burden  is  becoming 
so  heavy  that  in  a  few  years  we  can  not  afford  to  carry  it.  Our  school 
and  highway  taxes  have  increased  a  great  deal  over  what  they  were 
a  few  years  ago;  things  were  all  right  in  this  country  when  the  mills 
were  in  operation  and  there  was  lots  of  timber,  but  that  is  practically 
all  gone  now  and  the  burden  is  becoming  a  great  deal  heavier.  We 
consider  the  Indians  are  wards  of  the  Government  and  that  the 
Government  should  not  turn  them  adrift  and  expect  the  towns  and 
local  communities  to  saddle  a  burden  which  they  can  not  afford  to 
carry.  At  the  present  time  there  are  several  Indian  men  and  women 
getting  aid  and  several  women  getting  dependent  children  aid  from 
our  county. 

The  Federal  authorities  go  back  to  the  decision  in  the  Neff  case 
some  20  years  ago  and  refuse  to  take  jurisdiction  on  an  Indian  reserva- 
tion which  of  course  throws  all  the  burden  on  us.  I  spent  a  lot  of  time 
on  that  case  at  the  time  but  I  do  not  recall  it  now. 

There  is  a  man  here  now  by  the  name  of  John  White  Feather.  I 
have  known  him  for  40  years.  This  man  at  one  time  received  a  valu- 
able allotment  from  the  Government,  but  he  spent  it  during  the  past 
30  years  for  living  expenses.  There  is  really  no  work  for  the  Indian 
here;  he  is  now  well  along  in  years;  he  has  cataracts  on  both  eyes,  and 
if  they  are  not  removed  it  will  only  be  a  question  of  time  until  he  is 
stone  blind.  It  will  cost  seventy-five  to  a  hundred  dollars  to  have  an 
operation  performed,  but  he  has  no  money  and  the  Government  will 
do  nothing  for  him.  Now  I  believe  this  man  should  be  taken  care  of. 
.  As  to  the  liquor  situation  I  am  satisfied  to  a  moral  certainty  that 
there  are  several  places  on  the  reservation  or  adjacent  to  it  where 
the  Indians  obtain  liquor,  but  as  I  said  before  when  we  bring  these 
cases  up  in  court  the  Indians  even  after  making  an  affidavit  will 
repudiate  their  testimony,  and  it  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  get  convic- 
tions. The  liquor  situation  is  a  different  problem  than  it  was  before 
prohibition,  and  I  believe  there  is  more  drinking.  Going  back  18  or 
19  years  the  older  Indians  would  get  on  a  drunk  and  when  the  liquor 
was  all  gone  and  their  money  spent  they  were  through,  as  it  was  hard 
for  them  to  get  liquor.  Nowadays  it  appears  that  the  younger  In- 
dians are  much  like  the  white  man — the  old  folks  have  lost  control  of 
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them;  they  run  around  a  lot  and  are  always  looking  for  a  good  time, 
and  part  of  a  good  time  it  seems  is  getting  something  to  drink.  It 
would  be  a  big  improvement  in  the  situation  so  far  as  liquor  conditions 
are  concerned  if  towns  like  Hurley  and  other  wide-open  towns  were 
closed  up,  and  I  believe  they  could  be  if  proper  action  was  taken  against 
the  liquor  element. 

Here  about  two  years  ago  there  was  a  prohibition  man  here  for 
two  or  three  months  and  he  got  evidence  on  five  or  six  men  and 
women;  they  went  before  the  grand  jury,  indicted  and  finally  brought 
to  trial  at  Superior,  and  my  recollection  is  that  not  one  of  them 
served  any  time,  although  they  were  convicted  but  were  placed  on 
probation,  and  I  expect  many  of  them  are  selling  liquor  yet  to  Indians 
as  well  as  whites.  In  our  district  court  we  have  no  trouble  getting  a 
violator  sent  to  prison  if  we  have  the  proper  evidence  to  convict. 
Both  Judge  Geiger  and  Judge  Lewis,  from  my  experience  with  them 
at  least,  are  very  fair  and  have  a  lot  of  sympathy  for  the  Indian, 
and  we  have  no  trouble  getting  prison  sentences  if  w^e  can  get  con- 
victions. I  am  fairly  well  familiar  with  conditions  in  Vilas  County 
as  regard  to  the  liquor  situation,  and  while  there  is  some  liquor  sold 
here  I  would  probably  be  the  last  person  in  the  county  to  hear  of  it 
and  I  could  not  find  anything  about  it.  I  myself  don't  drink  and  I 
never  go  into  one  of  those  supposedly  drinking  places  unless  on 
business,  and  when  I  do  everything  is  of  course  all  right;  so  from  my 
personal  knowledge  of  who  is  actually  engaged  in  the  liquor  business 
and  in  what  places  it  is  sold  I  could  not  give  you  any  definite  infor- 
mation, and  as  I  said  before  while  I  am  morally  certain  that  liquor 
is  sold  in  some  places  it  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  get  the  necessary 
evidence  for  a  conviction.  Therefore  I  believe  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment should  make  an  effort  to  clean  up  these  places  on  the  reser- 
vation, and  that  there  should  also  be  some  provision  made  to  take 
care  of  the  old  and  indigent  Indians  who  are  no  longer  physically 
fit  to  make  their  living  and  have  no  means  of  support  or  funds. 


Due  from  districts,  out-door  poor  i 

relief,  Ashland  County,  Wis. 

Year  charged  back 

Assessed 
valuation 

Per  cent 

Town  of 
Sanborn 

Balance  of 
county 

1919 --- - .- 

$1,610,455 
2, 270, 320 
2, 000, 904 
1,  518,  882 
1,287,487 
341,010 
383,  436 

6.987 
7.861 
7.467 
5.729 
4.802 
1.331 
1.496 

$288.28 
159.00 
218.85 
142.  86 

$2, 620. 64 

1920              

2,  761. 82 

1921 

632.56 

1922 - 

418.  74 

1923 

787.  35 

1924 

91.00 

1, 007.  06 

639.10 

90.00 
396.77 
936.  87 
401. 10 
258.48 

805.80 

1926 

1,082.5 

1925  (inmates  county  home) 

1.  710.  78 

1926 - 

400,  569 
396,188 

1.612 
1.682 

2, 948. 41 

1927 

931. 92 

1927  (inmates  county  home)_ 

5, 927.  ^7 

1928 

360,630 

1.597 

2, 092. 95 

1928  (inmates  county  home) ... 

7,  642. 06 

4,629.37 

30,363.42 

Ashland  County  is  operating  under  the  township  system,  and  the  town  of 
Sanborn  is  therefore  obliged  to  take  care  of  all  local  poor  relief  aid.  The  amounts 
listed  above  are  in  payment  of  hospital  aid  and  for  care  of  inmates  at  the  county 
home. 

E.  H.  QuiSTORPP,  County  Clerk. 

July  9,  1929. 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES      1983 

(A  petition  for  incorporation  in  the  record  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
A.  Torkelson.  Said  petition  is  attached  hereto  and  made  a  part  of 
the  record  herein.) 

Mole  Lake,  Wis.,   May  21,  1929. 
Hon.  Lynn  J.  Frazier, 

Chairman  Indian  Affairs  Committee: 

We  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Sa-ka-a-gon-ni-we-ni-ni-wpg  band  of 
Chippewa  Indians  known  by  English  names  as  the  Post  Lake,  Mole  Lake,  and 
Rice  Lake  band  of  Chippewa  Indians  being  duly  selected  as  a  committee  by  the 
members  of  the  entire  band  while  sitting  in  council  and  pray  that  this  petition 
made  for  the  purpose  and  in  behalf  of  all  of  our  members  be  given  due  and  fair 
recognition.  There  are  two  petitions  of  like  character  made  directly  to  the 
honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Washii  gton,  D.  C,  the  former 
under  date  of  July,  1921,  and  the  latter  under  date  of  Eecember  14,  1928.  Both 
of  these  petitions  purport  to  show  that  the  band  of  Chippewa  Indians  that  we  do 
represent  have  just  claims  against  the  Government.  Almost  10  years  have  now 
elapsed  since  this  band  did  begin  to  present  their  just  claims  and  to  date  but  very 
little  satisfaction  has  been  accomplished,  only  amounting  to  good  promises. 
According  to  our  petition  made  in  July,  1921,  we  did  feel  that  the  Government 
did  owe  us  as  much  as  a  reservation  and  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  by 
Congress  to  provide  funds  for  this  purpose.  Various  inspectors  soon  after  this 
petition  was  received  at  Washington  were  sent  out  from  Washington  to  investigate 
matters  here  at  Mole  Lake  amongst  this  band.  Later  this  band  was  enrolled  by 
order  of  the  Department  of  Interior  constituting  at  that  time  141  members. 
These  inspectors  did  assure  us  of  a  reservation  and  to  be  located  in  this  neighbor- 
hood but  failed  to  materialize.  Since  that  time  no  further  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  has  been  made  to  justify  the  claims  of  this  band.  These  peti- 
tions referred  to  above  gave  complete  history  of  this  band  and  reasons  why  this 
band  should  be  recognized  by  the  Government  and  that  their  claims  be  adjudi- 
cated. Further  the  petition  made  in  July,  1921,  shows  that  we  are  members  of 
the  former  tribe  of  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  Indians  and  that  this  particular  band 
has  never  been  compensated  by  being  furnished  a  reservation  and  allotments  as 
have  members  of  other  bands  of  the  same  tribe.  Besides  having  been  furnished 
allotments  of  lands  such  members  of  other  bands  have  also  received  large  payments 
in  money  from  the  Government.  While  we  are  members  of  the  same  tribe  and 
descendants  of  the  tribe  that  made  treaty  with  the  Government  in  1854  we  have 
at  no  time  been  justlj-  compensated  as  have  the  members  of  the  other  bands. 
The  enrollment  of  this  band  which  was  made  officially  by  the  Government  on 
August  2,  1920,  has  meant  nothing  to  us  so  far.  At  least  this  band  has  been 
benefited  in  no  way  to  this  date  by  such  enrollment.  Further  that  none  of  the 
good  promises  made  by  the  Government  inspectors  and  representatives  have 
been  carried  out.  The  purpose  of  this  petition  is  not  to  urge  the  Government  to 
provide  a  reservation  any  more.  There  is  no  territory  left  suitable  for  a  reserva- 
tion for  the  reason  that  all  virgin  timber  has  been  cut  and  game  for  hunting  dis- 
appeared in  like  proportion.  The  purpose  of  this  petition  is  a  request  that  the 
records  at  Washington  be  again  reinvestigated  in  accordance  with  our  petition 
under  date  of  December  14,  1928,  to  determine  whether  or  not  there  is  a  large 
amount  set  aside  for  this  band  and  whose  former  chief  was  Ma-ge-zee  the  chief 
that  signed  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  band  settlement  at  the  time  reservation  was 
granted  there. 

This  band  has  been  convinced  by  chiefs  from  other  bands  that  have  had  occa- 
sion to  make  trips  to  Washington  in  behalf  of  their  own  bands  and  who  have 
had  opportunity  to  review  and  investigate  the  records  there  for  the  benefit  of 
the  members  of  their  own  bands  incidententally  at  the  same  time  did  examine 
the  records  for  the  benefit  of  our  own  particular  band.  These  chiefs  and  head- 
men did  discover  from  the  records  at  Washington  that  a  large  amount  of  money 
has  been  retained  for  this  band  and  held  in  reserve  purposely  for  the  benefit  of 
this  band  ever  since  Ma-ge-zee  was  chief.  Now,  if  this  be  true,  which  we  do 
earnestly  believe,  then  we  do  also  believe  it  is  only  just  that  the  members  of  our 
band  be  paid  off  by  the  Government  out  of  this  money  in  manner  as  settlement 
has  been  made  b}'  the  Government  with  members  of  other  bands. 

We  choose  to  make  the  addressee  in  this  petition  our  special  representative  in 
this  matter  of  record  investigation  at  Washington  and  pray  that  our  representa- 
tive in  this  matter  be  accorded  all  the  assistance  needed  from  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  by  the  department  so  that  a  thorough  investigation  can  be  accom- 
plished and  pertinent  matters  to  our  cause  be  not  overlooked.     If  upon  a  careful 
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examination  of  the  records  having  been  made  according  to  this  petition  and  the 
records  should  reveal  that  there  is  such  an  amount  held  in  reserve  by  the  Govern- 
ment then  that  the  proper  department  take  the  proper  steps  to  inform  this 
band  in  what  manner  this  band  shall  proceed  to  apply  for  their  payments.  Or 
that  the  Government  take  the  necessary  steps  to  see  to  that  this  money  will 
be  justly  and  equitably  distributed  as  has  been  done  amongst  members  of  other 
bands. 

Should  the  records  reveal  that  there  is  no  such  fund  in  existence  as  has  been 
referred  to  then  we  do  petition  Congress  to  make  special  appropriation  to  provide 
funds  to  make  a  just  and  equitable  settlement  with  the  members  of  this  band 
in  money.  A  reservation  is  no  longer  desired  for  reason  already  cited.  Such  a 
settlement  was  made  with  the  St.  Croix  Indians  at  one  time  and  has  been  done 
with  other  bands  and  is  only  just  that  such  settlement  be  made  with  this  band. 
Our  forefathers  did  receive  small  payments  from  the  Government,  but  their 
children  and  children's  children  have  not  received  any  such  payments  nor  have 
they  any  reservation  to  fall  back  on.  Two  of  our  former  chiefs  were  given  medals 
by  the  Government,  a  sign  of  recognition  as  such  by  the  Government  and  there- 
fore that  there  must  be  a  record  of  this  band  at  Washington.  Ma-ge-zee  was 
one  of  the  chiefs  that  was  a  recipient  of  one  of  these  medals.  And  it  were  medals 
that  were  distributed  by  the  Government  to  Indian  chiefs  only  who  were  duly 
recognized  as  such.  We  do  insist  that  an  exhaustive  and  comprehensive  search 
of  the  records  be  made  by  our  chosen  representative,  together  with  the  assistance 
of  the  department. 

Previous  petitions  made  direct  to  the  commissioner  involve  fully  the  conditions 
of  this  band  and  set  forth  claims  to  which  they  are  entitled.  These  petitions 
evidently  are  on  file  in  the  proper  department  and  can  be  easily  located.  The 
purport  of  this  petition  being  substantially  intended  that  something  be  done  to 
obtain  satisfactory'-  results.  In  conclusion,  we  further  petition  that  we  be  fully 
informed  as  to  the  results  of  record  investigation  and  what  steps  are  being  taken 
by  the  Government  to  effect  a  just  and  equitable  settlement  as  already  mentioned. 
Respectfully, 

Gee-ka-ki-ya-she  (his  thumb  mark);  Ka  bay  is  kong,  or  Willard 
Ackle}^  head  man;  A-sak-we-be-na-see,  headman  (his  thumb 
mark) ;  Na  kwa-ya-ske,  headman  (his  thumb  mark) ;  Gladys 
Mildred  Ackley;  Mrs.  Lillian  McDonald;  A  sa  dee;  Ta-come- 
me-gesick,  headman  (his  thumb  mark);  Na-wa-qwa  (her  thumb 
mark);  Andrew  Smith,  or  Na-way-ya-she;  Jessie  Smith,  or  Me- 
sa-ke-ya-see-no-qwa;  Way-me-ti-go-she-qwa  (her  thumb  mark) ; 
Na  so  gesick;  Mo-say-gesick-go-qwa  (her  thumb  mark);  0-ki- 
mia-qwa  (her  thumb  mark);  Ba-go-na-gesick;  Gee  gay  woy  ga 
bow;  Nebenaoshee;  Gee  ga  key  be  na  bu;  Ga  gay  come  me  go 
gaua;  Pa  ki  gee  gesick;  Baw-ma-se-no-ka;  Pu  Sayvy  Way  Gesick, 
headman;  Na- wan-ash,  headman. 

Miss  N.  B.  Christianson,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follow^s : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Miss  N.  B.  Christianson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  are  employed  as  county  nurse  of  Vilas  County? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  such  position? — A.  I  have  been  covinty 
nurse  of  Vilas  County  for  about  seven  years. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  economic  conditions  among  the 
Indians? — A.  Their  economic  condition  is  very  bad.  We  have 
Indians  scattered  all  over  the  county  to  whom  we  are  rendering  aid 
and  a  good  many  women  in  the  county  are  drawing  mothers'  pensions. 
The  Indians  have  looked  to  the  Government  for  help  for  a  long  time 
and  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  suffering  among  them.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  these  Indians  have  help  particularly  during  the 
winter  months,  and  Vilas  County  has  helped  them  about  all  they  can 
help  with  the  limited  means  at  hand  and  the  situation  is  such  that 
they  can  not  continue  to  do  so  very  long. 
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Q.  How  do  you  find  the  T.  B.  situation  among  the  Indians? — A. 
The  tuberculosis  situation  among  the  Indians  is  very  bad.  We  have 
six  Indians  within  the  last  six  months  active  T.  B.,  three  of  them  were 
members  of  the  tribe  and  three  were  Chippewas.  Doctor  Crane  of  the 
reservation  brought  over  three  of  the  cases  and  we  were  successful 
in  getting  them  in  the  Wisconsin  General  Hospital  and  Mr.  PhilUps 
brought  over  the  others.  He  brought  over  one  boy  and  later  a  girl 
and  we  raised  around  $75  to  send  the  two  together  to  the  sanitarium 
at  Toledo,  Iowa.  After  the  boy  was  there  two  or  three  weeks  the 
superintendent  sent  him  home ;  the  boy  received  no  treatment  and  his 
folks  had  to  borrow  money  to  have  him  returned  home. 

Q.  ^Tiy  was  the  boy  sent  back? — A.  They  were  so  overcrowded 
there  they  could  not  take  him. 

Q.  Is  the  boy  still  at  home? — A.  No;  we  finally  got  him  admitted 
to  the  Wisconsin  General,  and  he  was  dismissed  last  fall. 

Q.  What  in  your  opinion  should  be  done  to  take  care  of  such 
cases? — A.  Well,  Vilas  County  is  unable  to  take  care  of  all  the  cases 
that  should  be  taken  care  of,  and  I  believe  the  Government  should 
establish  a  tubercular  hospital  to  take  care  of  them — not  only  that, 
they  should  have  a  general  hospital. 

Q.  How  large  a  hospital  would  be  needed? — A.  At  least  40  beds; 
if  we  had  that  size  hospital  now  we  could  fill  it  up  right  here.  We 
should  have  a  hospital  on  our  reservation  the  same  as  the  Wisconsin 
General  to  take  care  of  general  cases.  Another  thing  that  should 
be  done:  I  believe  some  provision  should  be  made  for  the  families 
of  these  men  as  when  these  men  are  sent  to  the  hospital  their  families 
are  compelled  to  seek  county  aid. 

John  Peter  Lynch,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  You  may  state  your  name?^ — A.  John  Peter  Lynch. 
Q.  You  live  on  the  reservation  do  you? — A.  Yes,  here  in  Lac  du 
Flambeau. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  conditions  here? — A.  I  heard  a  good 
deal  of  testimony  here  this  morning  about  the  liquor  conditions 
here;  there  was  a  lot  of  complaint  about  the  Indians  boozing,  and 
it  kind  of  hurt  me  at  times  as  I  do  not  feel  that  the  Indian  is  entirely 
to  blame.  All  the  Indians  are  not  drunkards  nor  do  they  all  drink; 
there  are  a  lot  of  good  Indians  right  here  in  Lac  du  Flambeau  and 
they  are  willing  and  want  to  work  and  make  a  living  for  their  families, 
but  there  is  no  opportunity  for  them  here;  they  can  not  get  work 
and  the  w^hite  men  will  not  hire  the  Indians  if  they  can  help  it. 

By  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Is  there  considerable  liquor  around  town  here? — A.  There  is 
liquor,  yes;  but  it  is  the  young  people  who  have  had  an  education 
who  are  making  the  town  noisy;  it  is  not  the  old  Indian;  you  hardly 
ever  see  an  old  Indian  intoxicated ;  if  he  is  he  is  going  home,  but  with 
the  young  people  it  is  different,  and  it  is  the  white  man  who  is  bring- 
ing in  the  booze. 

Q.  Liquor  is  transported  here  in  cars  you  say? — A.  Yes ;  it  is  brought 
in  in  closed  cars  and  you  can  get  a  bottle  for  a  dollar  and  get  drunk. 
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Q.  Do  any  of  the  Indians  make  liquor? — A.  I  don't  know  of  an 
Indian  on  the  reservation  who  is  making  Hquor;  there  may  be  places 
where  they  make  a  bottle  or  two  of  home  brew,  but  IMon't  know  of 
a  single  Indian  making  moonshine. 

Q.  You  find  it  rather  hard  here  to  get  work,  do  you? — A.  Yes, 
about  the  only  kind  of  work  the  Indian  can  get  is  common  labor 
such  as  the  white  man  does  no  care  to  do.  We  have  very  little 
opportunity,  and  it  is  hard  for  us  poor  Indians  to  make  a  living. 
We  have  a  lot  of  white  people  here  on  the  reservation  and  some  of 
them  have  summer  homes,  but  they  are  cheap  guys;  they  came  in 
here  and  got  this  stuff  cheap  and  now  they  are  condemning  us. 

Q.  Anything  further? — A.  Yes.  I  have  a  boy  who  came  back  from 
the  general  hospital;  he  had  four  operations  and  I  did  all  I  could  to 
help  him.  I  sold  land  and  everything  I  got  went  into  hospital  ex- 
penses and  operations.  I  tried  for  two  years  to  get  that  boy  to  a 
sanitarium,  but  it  seems  as  though  I  could  get  no  help  whatever  from 
the  Government. 

Q.  How  old  is  that  boy  now? — A.  He  is  not  quite  21  now. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  had  no  help  from  the  Government? — A.  No. 
I  tried  for  two  years  to  get  him  to  a  sanitarium,  but  it  seems  as 
though  I  can  get  no  help  from  the  Government.  My  boy  was  dis- 
figured for  life  two  years  ago  and  that  could  have  been  avoided  if  he 
could  have  gotten  help,  but  I  did  not  have  the  money  to  help  him. 
He  is  an  adopted  boy;  he  has  no  father  or  mother  and  I  raised  him. 

Q.  Has  the  boy  been  attending  school  quite  regularly? — A.  He  has 
no  education  because  he  was  not  well  enough  to  go  to  school  and  they 
would  not  take  him  in  the  public  school.  I  am  a  poor  man.  I  have 
to  work  for  my  living  and  I  could  not  afford  to  send  him  away  to 
school. 

Q.  What  is  the  trouble  with  the  boy? — A.  His  face  was  paralyzed 
and  they  had  to  take  the  glands  out.  I  had  to  spend  six  weeks  with 
him.  I  thought  he  would  not  live,  but  they  pulled  him  through — 
thanks  to  the  State  for  that.  As  I  said  before  I  have  no  money  to 
pay  for  hospital  bills  and  I  thought  I  would  report  that  to  the  com- 
mittee so  the  Government  could  stand  the  charges. 

Q.  What  about  the  liquor  traffic  here  on  the  reservation? — A.  There 
is  altogether  too  much  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  the  liquor  traffic  could  be  suppressed? — 
A.  Yes.  I  think  it  could  if  they  would  go  after  them;  there  is  no 
question  in  my  mind  about  that,  but  these  bootleggers  are  dangerous 
persons  and  the  policemen  do  not  want  to  get  into  any  trouble  with 
them  as  there  is  small  profit  in  it  for  them. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Are  conditions  worse  here  now  than  before  prohibition? — ^A. 
Yes;  I  think  they  are.  Conditions  were  much  better  here  when  Mr. 
Hartnett,  I  think  they  called  him,  was  here;  he  was  the  superin- 
tendent anyway.  He  was  here  before  Mr.  Everest  and  he  enforced 
the  prohibition  law  very  strong.  It  did  not  make  any  difference  if 
he  got  drunk  outside  the  reservation  he  prosecuted  him. 

O.  You  feel  that  the  officers  are  lax  in  enforcing  the  law? — A. 
Well,  I  think  there  should  be  some  sort  of  an  Indian  court  or  justice 
of  the  peace  here  to  handle  the  situation,  and  we  could  then  deal  with 
these  things  right  here,  also  when  people  come  here  to  trouble  us. 
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It  is  not  only  driving  the  better  element  away  from  town  but  young 
girls  are  being  debauched,  young  people  get  together  and  drink  and 
carouse  around.  When  Hartnett  was  here  they  generally  got  a  jail 
sentence  and  he  made  them  work. 

Q.  Anything  further? — A.  One  more  thing  I  wish  to  speak  about 
and  that  is  taxation  for  improvements  on  private  property,  buildings 
on  tribal  property — houses  I  mean.  We  are  not  subject  to  taxation 
for  them,  and  some  of  the  Indians  have  been  taxed  illegally  and  want 
a  refund  of  their  taxes. 

Q.  How  much  does  that  amount  to,  if  you  know? — A.  I  could  not 
say;  it  is  quite  a  large  amount.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Washington  and 
got  a  reply;  that  was  when  Hartnett  was  here.  I  showed  it  to  him 
but  he  never  showed  it  or  reported  it  to  the  Indians.  About  1920 
or  1921,  I  was  taken  suddenly  sick  with  stomach  trouble  when  I  was 
down  here.  I  was  working  about  12  years  in  the  sawmill,  and  I  came 
down  here  Sunday  and  w^as  taken  sick.  There  was  a  young  Govern- 
ment doctor  here,  and  he  could  not  do  anything  for  me,  and  told  my 
people  I  was  done  for.  I  had  no  money  and  I  had  to  go  to  a  hospital 
for  treatment,  and  finally  we  sold  our  house  here  for  $200,  one  of 
the  nicest  houses  here,  in  order  to  get  money  to  go  to  the  hospital. 

Q.  What  w^as  the  house  worth  at  that  time? — A.  At  least  $600; 
that  was  when  Mr.  Bonner  was  superintendent  here. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  What  kind  of  a  doctor  have  you  got  here  now? — A.  I  believe 
he  is  all  right;  at  least  I  never  had  any  trouble  getting  him  when  I 
needed  a  doctor. 

Mrs.  Rose  E.  Anderson,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  Mrs.  Rose  E.  Anderson. 

Q.  Do  you  live  here  on  the  reservation? — A.  I  live  right  in  Lac  du 
Flambeau. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee? — A.  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  committee  why  the  young  men  and  women 
are  not  employed  here  at  the  school  and  agency. 

Q.  I  don't  know  what  you  mean  by  that. — A.  Well,  I  have  a 
daughter,  a  graduate  of  Haskell,  who  worked  three  years  for  the 
Government  in  Oklahoma.  She  resigned  and  conditions  arose  making 
it  necessary  for  her  to  make  her  own  living  again  and  she  came  back 
here  to  Lac  du  Flambeau  and  Mr.  Piers  recommended  her  for  a 
position  here  and  said  she  would  be  given  the  first  chance.  She  is  a 
stenographer. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  Did  she  have  a  civil  service  status? — A.  Yes;  she  passed  the 
examination  and  was  one  of  the  three  recommended,  Mr.  Piers 
recommended  her,  but  they  have  had  several  stenographers  here  from 
Ashland  since  that  time  and  she  has  not  been  given  a  chance.  She 
has  had  her  application  in  for  a  year  and  a  half  now.  She  was 
second  high  in  the  three  names  in  standing.     It  seems  that  they  can 
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get  plenty  of  white  people  for  these  jobs  but  they  don't  want  an 
Indian. 

Q.  You  are  an  Indian  are  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  an  allotment  here? — A.  Yes;  I  have  an  allotment. 

Q.  Your  husband  is  also  Indian? — A.  He  is  two-thirds,  he  works 
in  Aschenbrenner's  store. 

Q.  You  also  made  complaint  about  your  boy  who  formerly  worked 
at  the  agency  here  being  let  out;  can  you  tell  us  the  circumstances 
of  that? — A.  Yes.  Last  fall  my  boy  worked  in  the  boiler  house  at 
the  Government  school  and  he  stopped  at  my  house  one  evening 
about  7  o'clock  and  stayed  until  about  8.15  and  he  went  home  and 
found  a  party — well,  a  pretty  wild  party  going  on — and  he  joined  in 
the  party  and  in  some  way  the  thing  was  reported  back  to  the  office 
and  the  matter  was  brought  to  Mr.  Everest's  attention.  Two  of 
his  employees  were  at  that  party  as  I  understand  it,  and  one  of  them 
was  giving  the  party ;  it  was  her  party  not  his,  and  my  boy  was  called 
to  the  office  and  given  the  chance  of  telling  where  the  liquor  came  from 
or  losing  his  job. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  where  the  liquor  came  from? — A.  He  did  not  know; 
he  was  not  there  when  it  was  brought  and  he  did  not  know  where  it 
came  from  so  he  could  not  tell  and  Mr.  Everest  let  him  go  but  he  still 
has  that  woman  in  his  employ. 

Q.  What  is  her  name? — A.  Nellie  Allen  is  her  name;  she  is  one  of 
the  leaders  at  the  school. 

Q.  Any  other  statement? — A.  I  have  also  tried  to  get  work  up 
there,  but  they  never  have  any  work  for  me. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 
Q.  How  many  children  have  you? — A.  I  have  three  children. 
Q.  How  old  is  the  boy  you  speak  of? — A.  Twenty- three. 
Q.  Married  or  single? — A.  He  is  married. 

Jake  Snow,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  State  your  name? — A.  Jake  Snow. 

Q.  Do  you  live  here  on  this  reservation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee? — A.  I 
had  an  allotment  on  this  reservation,  and  about  20  years  ago  it  was 
logged  off;  they  never  told  me  anything  about  it  until  afterwards, 
and  then  they  told  me  I  had  $600  coming. 

Q.  Did  you  get  the  money? — A.  Yes;  I  got  the  money  and  built  a 
house  or  bought  a  house  right  across  from  the  schoolhouse  for  $500, 
and  I  lost  it  and  lost  my  allotment. 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  How  did  you  lose  it? — A.  They  told  me  it  could  not  be  sold  or 
mortgaged  for  25  years,  and  I  had  it  about  6  years  and  lost  it. 

Q.  How  did  you  lose  it? — A.  For  taxes.  They  never  told  me  I  had 
to  pay  taxes  on  it  or  nothing;  that  is  why  I  did  not  pay  taxes  and  the 
fellow  I  made  the  bargain  with  is  dead. 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  that? — A.  About  20  years  ago. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  taken  the  matter  up  through  the  agency  here? — 
A.  Yes;  I  got  that  land  fellow's  name,  Fred  Devine,  and  the  agent 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES      1989 

took  it  up  with  Washington,  and  he  said  it  was  the  same  kind  of  a  suit 
as  in  Minnesota,  and  if  they  win  there  I  would  win,  too.  That  is  all 
the  satisfaction  I  got.  I  don't  know  how  that  Minnesota  case  came 
•out  and  I  never  got  a  cent  of  the  money. 

Q.  You  never  paid  any  taxes  on  the  property  while  you  had  it? — 
A.  No;  I  did  not  know  I  would  have  to. 

T.  L.  St.  Germaine,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Your  name  is  Tom  St.  Germaine? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  live  here  in  Lac  du  Flambeau? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee 
regarding  conditions  here? — A.  Yes;  I  want  to  present  to  the  com- 
mittee the  minutes  of  a  council  proceeding  we  had  last  winter  and 
also  a  copy  of  the  letter  that  we  sent  to  the  State  legislature,  or  a 
meniber  of  the  legislature,  Mr.  Nixon,  pursuant  to  his  request  that 
there  be  sent  to  him  a  statement  and  letter  setting  forth  the  claims 
against  the  United  States  Government  on  the  part  of  the  Indians. 
I  would  like  to  have  that  inserted  in  the  record  here,  and  if  I  may  have 
a  few  minutes  time  I  would  like  to  call  your  attention  to  one  or  two 
clauses  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Nixon.  I  think  Senator  La  Follette 
knows  about  these  matters,  so  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  detail. 
Mr.  Nixon,  I  believe,  lives  at  Washburn,  as  does  also  Congressman 
Peavy.  There  have  been  many  complaints  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians,  who  feel  that  they  have  just  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  complaints  have  been  so  numerous  that  we  thought  it 
best  to  have  an  assistant  attorney  general  appointed  who  would 
devote  most  of  his  time  pursuing  these  claims  and  also  in  getting 
legislation  passed  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  enabling  these 
Indians  to  present  their  case  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  which  they  have 
not  been  able  to  do  so  far. 

There  are  old  Indians  living  to-day  who  seem  to  think  that  the 
treaty  of  1854  w^as  a  big  steal  and  that  a  number  of  provisions  which 
they  understood  were  incorporated  in  the  treaty  and  which  they 
were  told  was  included  are  not  there.  That,  in  my  mind,  would  be  a 
very  hard  matter  to  establish  at  this  time;  nevertheless,  in  my  judg- 
ment, there  have  been  violations  of  the  treaty. 

There  is  one  more  matter  I  wish  to  mention  and  that  is  the  money 
which  was  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury  some  years  ago  for 
the  benefit  of  this  band  from  the  sale  of  the  so-called  swamp  and 
and  school  land,  litigated  lands  within  the  Flambeau  Reservation, 
amounting  to  some  two  hundred  and  odd  thousand  dollars.  I  was 
partly  instrumental  in  having  a  bill  passed  back  in  1924  whereby 
there  was  to  be  an  equal  division  or  allotment  of  the  money  to  those 
entitled  to  it  under  the  law;  that  is  about  five  years  ago,  now  and 
nothing  has  been  done  as  yet.  On  the  Oneida  Reservation  the}^  had 
to  w^ait  17  years  or  something  like  that  before  they  realized  any 
results  or  benefits  under  a  similar  law  which  was  passed.  Through 
the  efforts  of  Senator  Lenroot,  former  Senator  I  mean,  and  through 
the  efforts  of  the  late  Senator  La  Follette  and  also  Senator  La  Follette 
here  w^e  succeeded  in  getting  a  bill  passed;  we  copied  that  bill  of 
the  Oneidas  with  the  provision  that  these  allotments  were  to  be 
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made  in  90  days;  when  the  bill  finally  came  to  your  committee  in 
Washington,  however,  they  changed  that  and  said  that  this  allotment 
was  to  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable  by  the  Secretary  within  five 
years,  and  up  to  this  time  he  had  not  seen  fit  to  make  them.  We  have 
probably  $100,000  or  $200,000  coming  from  the  sale  of  the  timber, 
we  don't  know  and  there  are  probably  25,000  acres  of  land,  probably 
10  per  cent  of  which  is  good  land.  Now,  we  would  like  your  com- 
mittee to  help  us  out  on  this,  as  the  Indians  here  are  looking  forward 
to  this  last  dish  to  be  dished  out  by  the  Government,  and  a  lot  of 
us  supposedly  intelligent  Indians  are  waiting  for  that  to  happen 
and  if  you  can  hurry  it  along  it  would  be  appreciated.  We  have 
written  the  Indian  Bureau  and  have  done  all  we  can,  they  say  it 
is  up  to  the  Land  Department  and  when  we  write  to  the  Land  De- 
partment they  say  it  is  up  to  the  Indian  Commissioner;  in  other 
words,  they  pass  the  buck  back  and  forth  and  we  get  nothing.  Now, 
we  have  no  complaint  to  make  on  our  local  officials;  we  realize  that 
they  are  simply  obeying  orders  from  Washington  on  that  question. 

Now  there  is  one  other  clause  you  will  note  which  has  reference  to 
money  derived  from  the  leasing  of  tribal  land  and  also  money  derived 
from  the  sale  of  fishing  licenses,  this  money  being  paid  in  by  fellows 
who  hunt  and  fish  here.  Now  I  understand  that  this  money  is  taken 
by  the  office  here  and  they  are  ordered  to  send  it  to  Washington  under 
the  title  of  ''Proceeds  of  Indian  Labor."  We  feel  that  we  are  en- 
titled to  that  back  and  we  hope  you  will  try  and  get  it  for  us.  I 
asked  Senator  Lenroot  to  help  us  out  on  that  and  the  rush  and  urge 
of  business  made  him  forget  and  to-day  the  condition  remains  the 
same.  We  should  have  that  money  here  to  help  out  the  poor  and 
needy  and  sick  and  it  could  be  disbursed  through  the  office  here;  as 
it  is  now  it  goes  to  the  Treasurer  at  Washington  and  directly  we  get 
very  little  benefit. 

Now,  with  reference  to  the  jurisdictional  question,  I  happen  to  be 
a  justice  here  and  know  something  about  the  legal  question  and  the 
conditions  here;  Mr.  O'Connor  I  believe  covered  it  quite  fully.  We 
believe  that  the  Government  should  build  a  substantial  jail  here  so 
that  we  could  impose  sentences  or  fine;  now  we  can  not  impose  a 
sentence  of  any  kind.  The  county  jail  is  all  filled  up  and  if  an 
Indian  is  sentenced  to  30  or  90  days  in  the  county  jail  he  does  not 
consider  it  any  dishonor  as  he  gets  free  board  and  has  a  good  home 
during  the  time  he  is  there.  The  jail  we  have  here  at  present  is  not 
a  fit  place  to  put  a  man;  we  had  a  woman  here  some  time  ago  who 
was  put  in  jail  and  she  contracted  pneumonia  and  died.  This  is  no- 
complaint  against  the  Indian  agent  here;  he  is  a  man  of  common 
sense  and  exercises  good  judgment  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn. 
I  am  making  statement  because  I  have  been  asked  to  do  so. 

Now,  with  reference  to  the  liquor  situation  here.  I  have  taken 
the  matter  up  with  the  prohibition  agent  at  Superior  and  he  is  not 
to  blame  for  letting  the  Indians  go.  Now  the  Indian  who  is  being 
arrested  and  tried  is  not  the  one  responsible  for  conditions  as  they 
are,  now  days  as  you  know  they  are  a  large  number  of  mixed  bloods 
and  whites  here  and  some  of  them  are  making  a  good  living  selling 
whisky  to  the  Indians.  Evervone  here  knows  who  they  are  and  the 
local  officers  know;  they  are  all  outlaws.  Now,  as  I  said  before,  once 
in  a  while  they  make  an  arrest  and  I  know  of  several  cases  that  came 
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before  me  and  I  had  to  assess  a  nominal  fine,  a  very  nominal  one  or 
they  could  not  pay  it;  they  do  not  want  them  in  jail,  for  the  reason 
that  they  do  not  consider  that  a  punishment.  Now,  if  we  had  our 
own  jail  here  we  could  carry  out  our  own  sentences.  I  believe  it 
would  have  a  good  effect  and  knowing  conditions  as  we  do  I  believe 
the  situation  could  be  cleared  up. 

The  health  conditions  here  are  about  the  same  as  in  any  locality 
of  this  kind,  I  believe.  Perhaps  contagious  diseases  are  a  little  bit 
worse  because  of  lack  of  facilities.  There  is  some  tuberculosis 
among  the  Indians,  but  the  sexual  diseases  are  worse,  although  these 
reports  made  to  the  health  commissioner  at  Washington  do  not  seem 
to  pay  any  attention  to  them. 

We  have  no  United  States  commissioner  up  here  on  the  reserva- 
tion, although  we  have  a  circuit  court  commissioner.  State  court. 
The  nearest  United  States  commissioner  we  have  is  at  Ashland. 
Practically  no  liquor  cases  are  prosecuted  under  the  old  Indian 
statute,  which  prescribed  a  penalty  of  90  days  in  jail  or  $200  fine  or 
both  for  bringing  liquor  on  an  Indian  reservation.  In  fact,  there  has 
been  very  few  liquor  prosecutions  in  Federal  court  since  ''Pussy- 
Foot "  Johnson's  time.  This  I  believe  is  due  to  the  fact  that  since  the 
Volstead  Act  was  passed  Congress  has  limited  the  appropriation  for 
enforcement  of  the  liquor  laws  on  Indian  reservations  and  there  are 
not  as  many  special  agents  now  as  there  used  to  be.  The  United 
States  district  attorneys  we  have  had  here  have  practically  ceased  to 
prosecute  liquor  violations  occuring  on  Indian  reservations,  and 
nearly  all  such  cases  are  tried  in  the  State  courts. 

The  matter  of  taxing  the  Indians  here  was,  I  believe,  pretty  well 
covered  here  to-day  and  I  will  not  go  into  the  matter  again,  but  I 
believe  this  taxation  matter  should  all  be  threshed  out  with  the 
Indian  Office. 

Something  was  also  said  here  about  Mr.  John  White  Feather  hav- 
ing received  a  lot  of  money  from  the  Government  a  number  of  years 
ago  and  that  it  was  all  used  up  in  living  expenses  and  he  is  now  with- 
out any  funds.  There  is  just  one  correction  I  want  to  make  in  that 
which  was  not  brought  out  in  the  testimony.  Mr.  White  Feather 
was  induced  to  buy  a  threshing  machine  which  cost  around  $2,300, 
being  influenced  by  some  of  the  employees  of  the  agency  here;  he 
was  told  that  this  was  to  be  a  big  farming  country  and  that  he  would 
make  a  lot  of  money  with  it.  He  threshed  what  little  crop  he  had, 
only  a  few  acres,  and  the  machine  was  taken  to  the  agency  here  and 
their  crop  threshed  with  it,  and  in  the  meantime  the  barn  burned  and 
the  threshing  machine  with  it,  so  Mr.  White  Feather  got  nothing. 
Dan  Morrison,  an  Indian  employed  here  at  the  agency  at  the  time, 
was  quite  instrumental  in  the  deal;  he  was  from  the  Oneida  Reserva- 
tion.    James  Berner  was  superintendent  here  at  the  time. 

Lac  du  Flambeau,  Wis.,  March  12,  1929. 
Hon.  Robert  A.  Nixon, 

Member  Wisconsin  Legislature, 

Capitol.  Building,  Madison  Wis. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Nixon:  Please  find  inclosed  the  minutes  of  a  general  council 
of  the  Flambeau  Band  of  Lake  Superior  Chippewas,  held  under  date  of  March 
5,  1929. 

The  council  was  held  in  response  to  your  letter  of  March  2,  1929,  wherein  you 
request  that  a  statement  be  sent  you  of  our  alleged  claim  against  the  United 
States  Government  and  against  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 
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There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  these  alleged  claims  have  merit.  The 
unfortunate  phase  of  these  claims  is  the  fact  that  it  is  going  to  be  difficult  to  make 
a  prima  facie  case  of  some  of  them.  This  is  because  the  best  evidence,  the 
chiefs  and  headmen  who  were  parties  and  signers  to  the  treaties  in  question,  are 
now  dead.  True,  their  heirs  are  still  here;  that  the  legal  right  to  bring  suit  will 
never  die.  The  passage  of  time,  however,  lessens  the  chances  of  the  heirs  to 
prove  the  claims  of  their  forefathers.  The  Indian  Bureau,  realizing  alwaj-^s  the 
potency  in  its  behalf  and  behoof  of  tempus  fugit,  plays  and  have  always  played 
for  time.  Although  created  primarily  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian,  the  bureau 
has  inadvertently  or  with  malice  aforethought  been  the  main  cause  of  the  prodigal 
usage  of  the  usufruct  of  the  red  man. 

After  3^our  bill  becomes  a  law  and  your  special  assistant  to  the  attorney  general 
has  been  appointed,  we  assure  you  he  will  receive  enthusiastic  support  from  such 
of  us  as  are  capable  of  lending  an  intelligent  hand  pertaining  to  these  claims. 

We  wish  to  state  this  in  explanation  to  the  statement  of  claims  listed  in  the 
minutes  of  our  council  proceedings,  that  the  treaties  disregarded  or  infringed 
upon  are  the  treaties  of  1837,  1842,  1847,  and  the  treaty  of  1854,  made  by  the 
United  States  with  the  Lake  Superior  and  the  Mississippi  Chippewas.  I  take  it 
for  granted  these  treaties  can  be  easily  found  in  the  statutes  by  any  lawj^er,  so 
do  not  give  exact  references.  A  thorough  investigation  among  the  Indians  them- 
selves will  reveal  just  what  clauses  were  left  out  from  these  treaties  when  they 
were  made.  This  really  is  the  whole  cause  of  the  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians.  They  have  always  maintained  that  the  chiefs  and  headmen  insisted 
certain  clauses  be  inserted  in  these  treaties,  and  which  they  wanted  and  under- 
stood were  incorporated  for  their  benefit,  only  to  discover  later  such  clauses  were 
purposely  omitted. 

Let  not  your  special  attorney  make  the  mistake  that  the  would-be  adjuster  of 
Indian  claims  has  almost  in  every  instance  made  heretofore,  that  of  "addressing 
only  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs"  to  find  out  just  what  claims  do  exist 
against  the  Government.  Rather  should  he  heed  our  advice  that  the  invitation 
or  instruction  to  ''address  only  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs"  printed  on 
the  right  upper  corner  of  the  Indian  Bureau's  stationery  has  a  veiled  meaning. 
By  addressing  it,  it  sees  to  it  you  are  forestalled  in  your  efforts  to  get  information 
of  the  right  sort  pertaining  to  Indian  claims.  Its  office  is  to  discourage  your 
honest  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  lest  you  find  the  meat  of  the  real  trouble — 
the  breach  of  trust  committed  by  it  incessantly  from  the  time  of  its  creation. 

To  those  of  us  who  have  from  time  to  tin^e  made  trips  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
on  behalf  of  our  people's  legitimate  claims,  to  the  very  few  intelligent  Indians, 
the  oft-repeated  statement  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  that  "there  are  no  provisions 
in  any  of  the  treaties  with  these  Indians  containing  any  such  agreement"  means 
nothing.  Parole  evidence  to  prove  clauses  in  a  contract  may  be  introduced  in  a 
■court  of  equity.  A  treaty  is  a  contract.  The  fact  that  big  Uncle  Sam  happens 
to  be  a  party  to  these  contracts  or  treaties  and  Poor  Lo  the  other  party  does  not 
change  the  law  of  evidence.  The  Indian  has  parole  evidence  that  he  purports  to 
introduce  to  prove  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  his  claims  are  just;  that  he 
has  suffered  untold  wrongs  that  need  to  be  remedied.  Neither  does  the  explana- 
tion, "the  money  was  used  under  existing  law  for  the  benefit  of  the  tribe,"  give 
any  satisfaction  to  us.  We  can  always  ask,  "When  and  how  was  it  used,  and 
was  legal  consent  first  obtained  from  the  tribe  before  such  money  was  expended 
and  such  money  expended  wisely."  Again,  the  two  loopholes  of  the  Indian 
Bureau  indicated  by  the  phrases  "By  departmental  authority"  and  "By  Execu- 
tive order"  can  always  bear  close  scrutiny. 

We  wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Nixon,  and  Hon.  H.  H.  Peavey,  through  you,  for 
your  combined  efforts  in  our  behalf,  and  assure  you  that  when  the  time  comes 
we  will  join  our  forces  with  you  in  the  good  cause. 
Yours  sincerely, 

T.  L.  St.  Germaine. 

SPECIAL  COUNCIL  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  LAC  DU  FLAMBEAU  BAND  OF  LAKE  SUPE- 
RIOR CHIPPEWAS,  HELD  AT  THE  COUNCIL  HALL,  VILLAGE  OF  FLAMBEAU,  LAC 
DU   FLAMBEAU,    WIS.,    MARCH   5,    1929 

By  motion  of  John  White  Feather,  speaker  for  Chief  Negani  gi  jig,  seconded 
by  Charles  We  Sho,  speaker  for  Chief  George  Amose,  duly  carried,  tlie  council 
proceedings  were  opened  by  appropriate  remarks  from  the  two  chiefs. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  two  secretaries  be  elected  to  write  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings.     Carried.     Thomas  L.  St.  Germaine,  a  member  of  the  band, 
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and  Paul  Negani,  another  member  of  the  band  and  son  of  Chief  Negani  gi  jig, 
were  elected  by  acclamation. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  a  list  of  the  claims  alleged  to  exist  against  the 
United  States  and  against  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  other  States  be  written  in 
the  record  and  mailed  to  Hon.  Robert  A.  Nixon,  member  of  the  Wisconsin  Legis- 
lature, per  his  request  under  date  of  March  2,  1929.     Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  names  of  the  members  present  be  incorporated 
in  the  minutes  of  the  council  proceedings.     Carried. 

The  names  follow:  Chiefs  George  Amose,  and  Negani  gi  jig;  Speakers  Charles 
We  Sho  and  John  White  Feather;  members  of  the  band,  Big  George,  John  Potts, 
St.  James  Patterson,  Louis  La  Barge,  William  Potts,  Albany  Potts,  Sam  Doud, 
Mrs.  Sam  Doud,  Pete  Peterson,  Maggie  Christianson,  Pat  Williams,  John  Roy, 
Joseph  Shadamo,  sr.,  Joseph  Shadamq,  jr.,  Charles  Sun,  Dave  Cloud,  John 
Lynch,  Tom  Thompson,  Alvis  Ba  di  dosh,  Pat  Whitefish,  Joe  Korn,  Henry 
Guyette,  Lawrence  Sa  ga  sung,  Charles  Doud  No.  1,  Antoine  Guyette,  Charles 
Doud  No.  2,  Ani  wa  bi,  Mrs.  George  Amose,  Jim  Belle,  Ba  bi  dosh  e,  Bearskin, 
Mrs.  Annie  Little  Pat,  Mrs.  Jim  Doud,  Charles  Doud  No.  3,  Frank  Ackley, 
Thomas  L.  St.  Germaine,  and  Paul  Negani. 

Claim  No.  1 :  The  right  to  hunt  and  fish  within  the  ceded  territory  has  never 
been  relinquished  by  the  Chippewas  in  any  treaty.  This,  according  to  the  under- 
standing of  the  Chippewas,  formed  a  part  of  the  consideration  in  the  sale  of 
Chippewa  lands  to  the  United  States.  Both  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  the 
United  States  have  failed  to  live  by  their  covenant  pertaining  to  hunting  and 
fishing  within  the  ceded  territory  as  contemplated  in  the  treaties.  The  Chippe- 
w^as  have  suffered  an  irreparable  damage  by  this  infringement  of  their  treaty  or 
treaties.  Therefore  a  cause  of  action  arises  against  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and 
against  the  United  States. 

Claim  No.  2:  Only  a  portion  of  the  iron  range  as  well  as  the  copper  and  zinc 
regions  were  sold  by  the  Chippewas.  The  emissaries  of  the  United  States,  how- 
ever, doing  the  writing  of  the  treaties  and  wishing  to  serve  their  Government 
faithfully  and  not  the  Indian,  and,  having  centuries  of  business  experience  and 
sharp  bargaining  behind  them,  failed  to  specify  this  in  the  treaty  or  treaties. 
The  Indians,  not  being  able  to  read,  did  not  discover  the  fraud  perpetrated  upon 
them.  A  court  of  law  will  entertain  parole  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  to 
prove  the  claim  of  the  Chippewas.  The  old  men  and  chiefs  of  the  tribe  have 
often  spoken  of  this  outrage  in  their  councils.  The  younger  generation,  viewing 
this  contention  as  being  just  and  true,  have  determined  not  to  rest  until  they  have 
had  their  day  in  court  in  reference  to  this  claim. 

Claim  No.  3:  In  connection  with  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  the  iron,  copper,  and 
zinc  regions,  the  Chippewas  according  to  their  understanding  and  memory,, 
were  asked  by  the  United  States  emissaries  to  sell  two  kinds  of  timber,  namely, 
Norway  and  white  pine.  This  the  Government  wanted  to  use  in  connection  with 
its  mining  operations.  Instead  of  the  treaty  or  treaties  recording  this,  its  clauses 
show  a  complete  relinquishment  of  all  Chippewa  territory  embraced  by  the  iron, 
copper,  and  zinc  regions.  Can  there  be  any  doubt  that  a  fraud  and  a  great  one 
was  committed  against  the  Chippewas?  A  cause  of  action  arises  here  against 
the  United  States  Government. 

Claim  No.  4:  The  various  lumber  companies,  including  the  J.  H.  Cushway 
Lumber  Co.,  the  Flambeau  Lumber  Co.,  Cosgrove  Lumber,  and  other  companies, 
committed  many  infringements  in  their  contracts  with  the  Indian  with  the  aid 
and  connivance  of  the  various  agency  officials  that  were  supposed  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  Indians.  No  reparations  have  ever  been  made  of  these 
frauds  and  steals.  Many  men  whose  testimony  is  obtainable  are  still  living  in 
our  reservation. 

Claim  No.  5:  The  Flambeau  Lumber  Co.,  whose  head  was  Fred  Herrick,  and 
who  is  now  somewhere  in  Idaho,  paid  a  liquidated  damage  of  $100,000  to  the 
Indian  Bureau  in  order  to  be  released  from  its  outstanding  contracts  with  the 
Indians  and  the  tribe.  This  money  was  paid  for  the  benefit  of  the  allottees  and 
the  tribe.  We  have  never  been  asked  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  this  money 
by  the  Indian  Bureau.  But  as  rumor  goes,  most  of  this  fund  has  been  dissipated 
by  the  Indian  Office  through  "departmental  authority."  The  supposed  benefi- 
ciaries of  this  mone\'  would  like  an  accounting  of  this  money. 

Claim  No.  6:  Certain  moneys  amounting  to  some  two  hundred-odd  thousand 
dollars  were  paid  some  years  ago  into  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  benefit 
of  this  band  by  the  State  of  W^isconsin.  This  fund  arose  from  the  so-called  swamp 
and  school  land  litigated  lands  within  the  Flambeau  Reservation.  We  are  still 
waiting  to  get  the  benefit  of  this  money.     We  want  action  reference  this  money. 
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Claim  No.  7:  Annually  there  is  put  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  as 
''Indian  money,  proceeds  of  labor,"  hundreds  of  dollars  from  the  Flambeau 
Reservation.  This  money  comes  from  the  leasing  of  tribal  land,  sale  of  fishing 
and  hunting  licenses  within  the  reservation.  We  as  a  tribe  have  from  time  to 
time  asked  permission  that  this  fund  be  permitted  to  remain  in  our  reservation 
to  be  used  for  emergency  purposes,  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  our  poor  and  sick 
and  needy.  Up  to  date  the  Indian  Bureau  has  not  seen  fit  to  grant  our  request. 
We  want  an  adjustment  of  this  situation. 

Claim  No.  8:  During  the  period  of  1890-1900  oiir  reservation  waters  were  de- 
populated considerably  by  the  seining  of  our  game  fish.  This  no  doubt  was  done 
by  "departmental  authority"  or  "by  Executive  order."  Be  that  as  it  may,  we 
have  suffered  an  irreparable  damage  by  this  seizure  of  our  game  fish.  We  want 
pay  for  this  in  money. 

Claim  No.  9:  There  are  still  living  among  us  Indians  who  are  intelligent, who 
maintain  that  the  original  lines  of  our  reservation  have  some  time  in  the  past 
been  changed  so  as  to  rob  us  of  billions  of  feet  of  white  pine  as  well  as  other  mer- 
chantable timber.  This  claim  has  real  merit  and  is  capable  of  proof.  This 
should  be  investigated  by  proper  persons  before  our  "best  evidence"  has  been 
removed  by  Father  Time. 

Claim  No.  10:  Gross  mismanagement  of  our  individual  Indian  as  well  as  tribal 
moneys  have  always  existed  in  our  reservation.  Specific  cases  are  easily  obtain- 
able here.  We  do  not  cite  them  as  it  would  take  too  much  space  and  is  not 
requisite  in  our  opinion  at  this  time.  However,  when  the  time  comes  we  will 
cite  enough  of  them  to  warrant  thorough  investigation  and  adjustment. 

Claim  No.  1 1 :  There  exists  confusion  in  our  reservation  to  the  detriment  of 
our  people  as  to  what  law  governs  us  here.  Some  claim  the  State  has  jurisdic- 
tion over  us  when  it  comes  to  questions  of  "law  and  order,"  and  others  claim  the 
Government  of  Uncle  Sam  still  rules  over  us.     This  situation  needs  clarifying. 

In  conclusion  of  our  council  proceedings,  it  went  on  record  as  requesting  the 
State  legislature  and  its  proper  committee  to  provide  ways  and  means  by  which 
one  or  two  of  our  members  may  be  present  at  your  hearings  pertaining  to  the 
need  of  the  appointment  of  a  special  assistant  to  the  attorney  general  to  prose- 
cute Indian  claims  against  the  United  States  Government  as  well  as  claims 
against  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  We  deem  it  to  be  a  wise  move  on  our  part  to 
ask  that  this  be  made  possible  by  your  committee  as  such  Indians  would  clarify 
any  ambiguousness  existing  in  our  statement  of  claims. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Thos.  L.  St.  Germaine,  Secretary. 
Paul   Negani,  Assistant  Secretary. 

George  Amouse,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Can  you  talk  English?— A.  No. 

(Tom  St.  Germaine  was  then  sworn  as  interpreter.) 

Q.  Go  ahead;  make  your  statement. — A.  I  am  the  chief  of  the 
Ojibwas,  not  Chippewas  as  you  white  people  call  us.  I  am  glad  that 
this  committee  come  here,  I  have  some  papers  here  for  you.  We 
have  many  problems,  we  sent  three  people  to  Washington  and  we 
also  sent  men  to  St.  Paul,  there  was  a  council  of  white  men  there, 
perhaps  Reverend  Murray  took  those  papers  to  St.  Paul  to  the  white 
man's  council. 

Q.  What  does  he  mean? 

(Mr.  St.  Germaine.  He  has  things  all  mixed  up.) 

A.  In  one  of  the  treaties  with  my  people  they  promise  the  Indian 
that  there  were  two  classes  of  timber  and  that  when  the  timber  was 
cut  the  Indians  were  to  have  payments  for  25  years  but  they  only 
received  payment  for  10  years  and  they  do  not  get  any  more. 

O.  What  treaty  does  he  refer  to? 

(Mr.  St.  Germain.  I  don't  know;  maybe  he  mentions  it  in  those 
papers.) 
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A.  Then  again  they  promise  to  make  annual  payments  for  25 
years  and  they  only  pay  for  5  years,  they  have  not  fulfilled  these 
treaties  and  he  promise  to  my  children  to  make  those  payments  but 
he  do  not  make  them  and  I  want  the  Government  to  fulfill  these 
treaties.  It  is  the  chief  talking  for  his  tribe  now.  One  time  three 
years  ago  while  we  were  dancing,  a  white  man  came  to  us,  and  he 
made  talk  to  us,  and  he  said,  maybe  some  day  you  will  use  this  paper 
and  I  leave  it  with,  you  are  the  chief.  We  never  voted  on  that  and 
ever  since  that  time  we  have  trouble  and  we  don't  want  that. 

By  Senator  Wheeler:  ^ 

Q.  Has  he  any  statement  to  make  about  conditions  here? — A. 
Yes;  I  am  going  to  make  statement  concerning  the  married  people 
and  the  white  man,  our  people  are  marrying  them  and  they  don't 
want  that  any  more,  they  want  to  go  back  to  the  old  tribal  custom. 

Q.  You  don't  want  the  marriage  ceremony  of  the  white  man? — A. 
No;  we  like  Indian  way  best. 

Lac  du  Flambeau,  Wis. 
-President  Hoover. 

Dear  Mr.  Hoover:  The  first  time  a  white  man  has  landed  in  our  territory  the 
promises  he  made  he  never  live  up  to  it. 

He  asked  us  for  two  kinds  of  pine;  white  pine  and  Norway  pine;  this  was  all 
they  asked  for.  Also  they  agreed  to  make  payment  to  us  as  long  as  there  was  an 
Indian  alive,  they  said  as  long  as  that  stream  would  flow. 

Also  our  payment  would  continue  as  long  as  the  waters  flow. 

The  State  had  the  right  to  cut  two  kinds  of  timber  but  they  cut  all  other 
merchantable,  which  they  had  no  right. 

The  agreement  according  to  the  treaty  was  to  cut  timber  only  2  miles  back 
from  the  river. 

Dear  President,  we  think  it  very  near  time  we  were  getting  our  payment  for 
there  are  a  great  number  of  us  that  are  old  and  very  poor.  We  never  sold  our 
game  on  any  ceded  territory  or  high  ridge  land,  neither  did  we  sell  any  part  of 
our  land,  and  to-day  the  white  man  is  in  our  storehouse  destroving  our  game  and 
fish. 

Also  I  ask  your  help  to  aid  us  to  stop  them  so  we  can  provide  for  our  grand- 
children. 

Our  wish  is  the  town  hall  be  moved  outside  the  boundary  line,  also  we  ask  you 
to  recover  our  payment  which  we  never  received.     We  would  like  to  have  it  as 

soon  as  possible  and  ask  of  you  to  Mr.  and  also  Mr.  . 

Our  boundary  line  reaches  to  fish  hatchery  on  the  east  and  Willow  Lake  on  the 
west,  and  is  supposed  to  be  square. 

Every  year,  they  are  cutting  in  2  miles. 

The  State  never  asked  us  for  this  privilege  until  we  see  it  ourselves.  To-day 
our  boundary  lines  are  all  cut  up.  I  ask  you  to  bring  our  boundary  line  back 
where  it  was. 

I  want  the  timber  or  money  that  the  State  has  taken  awaj'  from  us.  I  am 
asking  you  to  make  some  effort  to  aid  us  with  means  to  buy  food  for  the  ration 
has  been  very  small  so  please  make  it  bigger  for  the  helpless  and  poor  as  soon  as 
you  find  available. 

Please  help  us. 

Very  truly  \'Ours, 

Chief  Geo.  Amouse. 

Also  we  are  asking  you  to  furnish  us  a  calaboose  20  by  20  feet. 
This  is  orders  from  chief  and  headmen. 

Joe  Shadamo,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  State  your  name. — A.  Joe  Shadamo. 

Q.  You  live  here  in  the  village,  do  you? — A.  Yes;  I  am  member 
of  this  band. 
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Q.  What  statement  have  you  to  make? — A.  I  don't  know  if  I  have 
any  statement  to  make  at  this  time.  Tom  St.  Germaine  is  the 
representative  of  the  whole  tribe  here  and  he  has  covered  everything 
pretty  well,  so  I  don't  think  I  have  anything  to  say.     Thank  you. 

Philip  S.  Everest,  superintendent  (recalled  for  further  examina- 
tion), testified  as  follows: 

Mr.  Everest.  There  are  a  few  matters  brought  out  in  the  testi- 
mony here  that  I  would  like  to  touch  upon. 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  What  is  the  salary  of  the  Indian  farmer  at  Odanah? — A.  $1,400 
per  annum,  gross;  out  of  that  he  has  to  pay  his  own  rent. 

Q.  Have  you  a  nurse  at  the  Odanah  Agency  also? — A.  No;  there 
was  never  any  Government  nurse  there.  The  State,  I  believe,  em- 
ployed two  nurses,  or  three,  with  Mrs.  Cornelius,  she  was  at  Odanah 
for  three  or  four  months.  There  is  no  nurse  there,  however,  at  the 
present  time. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  recommendation  that  a  full-time  field 
nurse  be  employed  at  Odanah? — A.  There  was  a  health  conference 
held  at  Madison  this  spring  of  all  the  superintendents  and  that  ques- 
tion came  up,  the  health  question  among  the  Indians,  and  I  recom- 
mended that  a  full-time  field  nurse  be  employed  for  the  Odanah 
Reservation.  Since  that  time  I  have  also  suggested  to  inspecting 
officers  who  have  visited  this  reservation  that  a  full-time  field  nurse 
at  that  point  would  be  of  great  benefit. 

Q.  How  much  money  are  you  allowed  on  this  reservation  for  relief 
work  among  old  and  indigent  Indians? — A.  Last  year  we  spent  on  the 
Lac  du  Flambeau  for  relief  of  the  indigent  approximately  $780.  This 
year  I  have  been  allotted  $1,500  which  amount  I  feel  is  also  insuffi- 
cient. I  believe  it  will  take  from  $2,500  to  $3,000,  and,  as  I  stated 
before,  I  believe  we  will  get  that  amount.  That,  of  course,  will  not 
be  used  entirely  on  the  Lac  du  Flambeau;  it  will  be  divided  with  the 
Laona  Agency. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  amount  will  fully  take  care  of  the  situa- 
tion?— A.  So  far  as  the  health  situation  and  old  and  indigent  is  con- 
cerned, I  don't  know  that  it  will  fully  take  care  of  the  situation,  but 
if  it  does  not  I  think  we  can  get  additional  money;  at  least  we  have 
encouragement  to  that  effect. 

Q.  How  about  the  Oneidas? — A.  Their  situation  is  not  so  bad;  they 
have  nearly  a  third  of  a  miUion  dollars  to  their  credit,  and  they  have 
been  able  to  take  care  of  their  health  situation  without  aid  from  the 
Government.  Nevertheless,  if  a  full-time  doctor  were  sent  to  the 
Oneida  Reservation  it  would  be  a  wonderful  help. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  recommended  to  the  Indian  Bureau  that  a  full- 
time  doctor  be  employed  at  Odanah? — A.  No;  I  have  never  made 
such  recommendation  to  the  bureau  direct. 

Q.  There  was  some  testimony  here  this  morning  to  the  effect  that 
doctors  at  Ashland  would  not  make  calls  on  the  reservation  unless 
assured  of  their  pay.  What  do  you  know  about  that? — A.  I  believe 
that  doctors  make  calls  on  the  reservation  there  in  the  majority  of 
cases  even  if  doubtful  of  their  pay.  There  may  of  course  be  instances 
where  they  have  not  done  so,  but  as  a  general  thing  they  make  these 
calls  even  though  they  have  no  assurance  that  they  will  be  paid. 
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Q.  There  is  no  doctor  at  Odanah  at  all  is  there? — A.  Not  at  present. 
Up  to  the  time  the  lumber  company  abandoned  their  mUl  there  about 
six  years  ago  there  was  a  doctor  living  at  Odanah.  He  was  a  very 
efficient  doctor  ahd  the  Indians,  I  believe,  up  to  that  time  had  no 
complaint. 

Q.  Was  he  a  full-time  Government  physician  or  a  contract  physi- 
cian?— A.  He  was  a  contract  doctor  the  same  as  we  have  at  Laona. 
Doctor  Sincock  brought  up  the  matter  of  getting  a  doctor  at  Odanah, 
but  there  is  no  building  there  except  the  Government  farmers  office 
and  there  was  no  place  for  him  to  live,  and  in  order  for  him  to  have 
a  separate  home  he  would  have  to  have  a  larger  salary  than  a  Gov- 
ernment doctor  usually  gets.  The  salary  as  you  know  is  fixed  by 
law  and  I  understand  we  could  not  increase  it  unless  the  law  were 
amended.  It  is  ver}^  hard  to  get  good  doctors  on  account  of  the  low 
salaries  paid  to  them. 

Q.  Odanah  is  taken  care  of  by  the  subagency  at  Ashland,  you  say? — 
A.  Yes.  We  have  a  senior  clerk  at  Ashland  in  charge  of  the  records. 
He  has  his  office  in  the  Federal  building.  We  have  no  buildings  at 
Ashland. 

Q.  Your  office  was  formerly  located  at  Ashland? — A.  Two  years 
ago  the  agency  was  moved  from  Ashland  to  Lac  du  Flambeau,  the 
agency  at  Ashland  being  abolished.  It  seems  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
department  to  consolidate  these  offices  whenever  possible.  At  the 
present  time  I  have  under  my  jurisdiction  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  and 
Red  Cliff e  Reservations.  The  Indians  on  the  Red  Cliff e  Reservation 
have  all  been  granted  title  or  patent  in  fee  to  their  lands  and  have  no 
property  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  Their  affairs  are  what  I 
would  call  practically  closed  up  and  they  are  full-fledged  citizens. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  Indians  still  retain  their  land? — A.  About  95 
per  cent  of  them  have  alienated  their  lands  since  they  received  title 
to  it. 

Q.  That  is  a  rather  large  percentage  is  it  not  and  would  indicate 
that  they  are  not  competent  to  manage  their  affairs? — A.  No;  that 
to  my  mind  does  not  indicate  that  they  are  incompetent  when  you 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  this  is  practically  all  cut  over 
land,  the  land  is  isolated  and  not  of  much  use  to  the  Indians  even  as 
a  habitation,  in  fact  it  was  not  worth  much  to  anybody  and  if  the 
Indian  could  get  anything  out  of  it  he  sold  it. 

Q.  As  a  result  of  alienatiug  their  lands  these  Indians  are  thrown 
upon  their  own  resources? — A.  Yes;  they  have  to  go  out  and  make 
their  living  the  same  as  the  white  man.  They  get  no  aid  from  the 
Government  and  are  practically  all  self-supporting,  and  I  don't 
believe  there  are  over  four  or  five  families  receiving  aid  from  the 
county. 

Q.  Do  many  of  these  Indians  farm,  or  what  do  they  do  to  make  a 
living? — A.  Yes;  there  are  some  pretty  good  farmers  among  them. 
They  raise  strawberries,  do  commercial  fishing  on  Lake  Superior, 
work  in  the  shops  and  factories  and  do  whatever  they  can  get  to  do 
the  same  as  any  other  citizen  in  the  community. 

Q.  How  about  their  health  conditions? — A.  They  are  better  than 
the  average.  Of  course,  I  do  not  come  in  very  close  contact  with  those 
Indians.     The  closest  I  have  been  is  Ashland,  25  mUes  away. 
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Q.  There  is  no  Government  farmer  located  on  that  reservation? — 
A.  They  had  a  superintendent  there  for  a  number  of  years,  but  the 
office  was  closed  about  six  years  ago  and  there  is  no  one  there  at  the 
present  time.  In  my  opinion  it  is  the  best  thing  tfhat  ever  happened 
to  them. 

Q.  Are  the  agency  buildings  still  there? — A.  No;  the  buildings 
owned  by  the  Government  on  that  reservation  where  they  main- 
tained their  offices  were  sold  when  the  reservation  was  abolished  or 
consolidated.  These  Indians  up  there  are  practically  turned  loose 
on  their  own  resources  and  I  believe  they  are  better  off  for  it.  We 
have  about  100  of  these  Indians  here  who  have  not  been  turned  loose,, 
these  are  the  Bad  River  Indians  on  the  Lac  de  Flambeau,  these  In- 
dians have  not  been  issued  certificates  of  competency. 

Q.  How  many  certificates  of  competency  have  you  issued  since  you 
have  been  in  charge  here? — A.  Not  any.  All  of  these  Indians  retain 
their  property.  Mr.  St.  Germaine  here  is  one  of  them  that  I  tried  to 
get  a  certificate  of  competency  for. 

Q.  How  about  the  Oneida  Reservation? — A.  They  are  practically 
all  alienated  from  Government  supervision.  *  There  is  a  strip  of  border 
country  in  which  there  are  no  roads,  no  farms  and  nothing  developed 
except  along  the  northern  portion  w^here  the  State  highway  runs 
through.  Quite  a  few  farmers  there  are  getting  along  and  prosper- 
ing; 450  of  those  1,050  have  been  granted  certificates  of  competency. 

Q.  As  I  understand  it  those  Indians  who  have  received  their  certif- 
icates of  competency  get  no  further  aid  from  the  Government? — A. 
You  are  aware  Senator  that  any  Federal  aid  appropriated  by  the 
Government  for  the  ward  Indian  can  not  be  used  for  the  Indian  who 
is  not  a  ward  of  the  Government,  so  that  will  account  to  some  extent 
to  the  inability  of  the  superintendent  to  extend  aid  to  a  lot  of  these 
Indians.  That  is  the  case  with  a  considerable  number  of  the  Potawar 
tamees,  who  in  my  opinion  are  the  most  progressive  and  finest  type  of 
Indian  I  have  come  in  contact  with. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  lot  of  land  alloted  on  the  Red  Cliffe  and 
Bad  River  Reservations  is  such  poor  land  that  neither  a  white  man 
nor  an  Indian  could  make  a  living  on  it? — A.  Yes;  a  lot  of  this  land 
is  not  suitable  for  habitation  or  for  making  a  living  on,  but  if  the- 
policy  of  the  Government  is  to  be  continued,  that  of  issuing  certifi- 
cates of  competency  and  patents  in  fee  and  turning  them  loose  they 
will  have  to  start  somewhere. 

Q.  Turning  them  loose  on  land  that  they  can't  make  a  living  on 
and  very  little  employment  to  be  had  means  that  they  will  in  a  short 
time  become  charges  on  the  community  in  which  they  live  does  it 
not? — A.  Unfortunately  many  of  them  after  being  turned  loose  dis- 
pose of  their  land  and  have  become  objects  of  charity.  Some  families 
however,  have  as  many  as  four  eighties,  and  while  the  head  of  the 
family  has  sold  some  of  the  land  he  still  has  his  own  land  left,  more 
land  perhaps  than  they  can  use. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 
Q.  There  has  been  considerable  testimony  here  about  lax  enforce- 
ment of  the  liquor  laws  and  that  the  Government  has  refused  to 
prosecute  liquor  violations,  can  you  tell  us  about  that? — A.  In  this 
connection  I  might  say  that  it  is  my  impression  that  they  take  the 
view  so  far  as  these  turned-loose  Indians  are  concerned  that  they  are 
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no  longer  wards  of  the  Government  and  being  full-fledged  citizens 
are  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  community  in  which  they  live.  The 
judge  here  this  afternoon  mentioned  the  fact  that  I  and  other  Federal 
officers  had  refused  to  prosecute  or  aid  the  prosecution  of  Indian 
criminal  offenses  committed  on  this  reservation.  In  answer  to  that 
I  might  say  that  we  have  a  local  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  has  had 
at  least  15  criminal  cases  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  He  is  not  a  Federal  officer? — A.  No;  he  is  not,  but  the  Indians 
do  not  respect  the  court  of  Indian  offenses. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Connor,  I  believe,  made  the  statement  that  all  of  these 
liquor  cases  are  being  pushed  over  onto  the  country  to  prosecute? — A. 
At  the  present  session  of  Federal  court  we  have  3  liquor  cases; 
we  usually  have  from  3  to  6  cases  every  term. 

Q.  Don't  you  prosecute  any  of  these  liquor  cases  under  the  old 
Indian  law  making  it  a  criminal  offense  to  bring  liquor  on  an  Indian 
reservation  and  punishable  by  a  fine  of  $200  and  60  days  in  jail? — A. 
No;  the  United  States  attorney  here  refuses  to  recognize  the  old  In- 
dian statute ;  all  prosecutions  are  made  under  the  Federal  prohibition 
law.  The  last  term  of  Federal  court  we  got  four  convictions,  and 
Odanah  always  has  liquor  cases  pending  before  the  grand  jury  and 
every  session  of  Federal  court,  without  exception. 

Q.  Do  you  have  a  chemical  analysis  made  of  liquor  seized  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  it  in  evidence  at  the  trial  of  liquor  cases? — A.  I 
have  sent  samples  of  liquor  picked  up  here  on  the  reservation  to 
Stanley  Roan  for  analysis.  The  kind  we  get  here  on  the  reservation 
you  don't  need  to  analyze.  We  take  the  liquor  and  our  witnesses 
before  the  grand  jury  and  try  to  get  an  indictment.  We  test  the 
liquor  by  burning  and  in  other  ways  when  we  present  the  case  before 
the   grand   jury. 

Q.  Do  you  experience  any  difficulty  in  getting  all  the  liquor  cases 
tried  in  Federal  court? — A.  I  am  informed  that  the  Federal  court 
is  crowded  with  cases,  and  we  do  not  get  all  of  our  liquor  cases  tried 
as  quickly  as  w^e  should. 

Q.  Have  you  taken  it  up  with  the  prohibition  department  or  with 
the  department  at  Washington  to  see  if  they  could  not  give  you  some 
assistance  in  suppressing  the  liquor  traffic  on  the  reservation? — A. 
Yes;  I  have  taken  it  up  with  both.  I  have  written  four  letters  to 
prohibition  headquarters  at  Madison  within  the  last  15  months  and 
have  had  no  response.  I  have  also  taken  up  with  Washington  within 
the  last  few  days  to  see  if  they  could  not  send  out  a  special  agent  to 
work  on  this  reservation. 

Q.  Where  is  the  special  agent  located  who  looks  after  this  terri- 
tory? — A.  There  is  one  special  agent  located  at  Superior,  I  believe, 
but  the  territory  is  too  large  for  him  to  cover  and  get  any  results. 
He  is  expected  to  look  after  Minnesota,  Michigan — a  part  of  Mich- 
igan— and  Wisconsin. 

Q.  Don't  you  feel  that  this  liquor  traffic  can  be  suppressed  on  these 
reservations  if  proper  st«ps  are  taken? — A.  There  is  only  one  way  I 
feel  that  the  liquor  traffic  can  be  stopped  on  this  reservation,  and  that 
is  by  having  about  60  policemen  to  do  it.  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
a  great  deal  can  be  done  with  the  type  of  policemen  I  have  had  here. 
I  have  had  six  or  seven  since  I  have  been  here  and  none  of  them  were 
of  much  account  except  the  present  one.     If  I  had  some  good  officers 
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I  could  check  it  if  we  could  get  some  cooperation  from  the  prohibition 
department  and  special  agents  from  the  Indian  Bureau.  The  salary 
paid  our  police  officers  is  not  such  as  will  attract  the  right  type  of  men. 

Q.  How  many  police  officers  have  you  got  and  what  salary  do  you 
pay  them? — A.  I  have  only  2  police  officers,  1  here  and  1  at 
Odanah.  The  one  here  is  paid  $60  a  month  and  the  one  at  Odanah 
$40.  You  can  appreciate  the  fact  that  it  is  a  very  hard  matter  to 
get  efficient  officers  at  such  a  small  salary.  I  feel  that  I  have  plenty 
to  do  without  acting  as  a  police  officer;  there  are  4,200  inhabitants, 
1,100  Indian  depositors,  a  boarding  school  with  125  pupils,  and  40 
employees  on  the  three  reservations.  There  is  a  lot  of  detail  work 
conndfeted  with  that  and  a  good  deal  to  look  after.  If  the  township 
erects  a  modern  school  building  here  it  is  planned  to  abandon  the 
agency  school.     We  teach  only  the  first  six  grades. 

Q.  Is  your  school  here  operated  on  a  part-time  basis  also? — A.  No; 
they  have  full-time  classroom  instruction  inasmuch  as  the  children 
are  all  small.  After  completing  the  sixth  grade  we  endeavor  to 
get  them  to  some  other  Government  or  public  school.  We  have 
some  at  Pipestone,  Flandereau,  and  Haskell  and  a  number  in  non- 
reservation  schools. 

Q.  What  was  your  allotment  for  school  purposes  last  year? — A. 
I  believe  around  $260  a  year.  We  had  the  consent  of  the  Secretary 
to  go  as  high  as  $300  but  we  did  not  use  it.  We  have  a  wonderful 
type  of  children,  they  all  made  their  grades  and  came  through  in 
fine  shape. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  written  several 
letters  to  the  prohibition  department  headquarters  and  have  never 
received  any  cooperation  or  assistance  from  them? — A.  I  wdll  modify 
my  former  statement  on  that,  Senator;  in  response  to  the  several 
requests  made  they  did  send  three  Federal  men  here  one  time. 
They  made  no  attempt  to  get  under  cover,  however;  checked  their 
baggage  at  the  depot  and  leisurely  came  over  to  the  office.  They 
made  no  attempt  to  conceal  their  mission  and  before  they  were  here 
10  minutes  the  local  bootleggers  and  those  on  the  outside  were  all 
aware  of  their  mission.  Information  of  that  kind  spreads  like 
wildfire,  and  as  a  result  we  got  no  help  at  all. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  here? — A.  Several  hours. 

Q.  What  did  they  do? — A.  They  sent  out  for  some  fellows  to 
come  in  and  tried  to  get  them  to  make  a  buy  to  get  evidence,  and 
of  course  not  knowing  who  they  were  dealing  with  they  got  in  wrong 
and  their  mission  was  known  aU  over  in  a  short  time.  As  a  result 
we  got  no  good  out  of  their  trip  here,  and  have  had  no  response  to 
other  requests  for  aid  from  the  Prohibition  Department.  They  have 
a  large  territory  to  cover,  however,  and  I  expect  they  are  crowded 
with  other  business. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Do  most  of  the  children  here  attend  the  public  school? — 
A.  Thirty-five  or  forty  children  within  walking  distance  of  the 
public  school  attend  there  in  place  of  going  to  the  boarding  school. 

Q.  Do  they  attend  the  pubUc  school  because  they  feel  that  it  is 
better  than  the  Government  school? — A.  No;  I  would  not  say  that. 
I  account  for  that  fact  that  when  the  children  attend  the  public 
school  their  folks  have  them  at  home  more,  whereas  at  the  boarding 
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school  we  take  them  in  the  fall  and  keep  them  until  spring.  In  the 
boarding  school  the}^  are,  of  course,  furnished  food  and  clothing, 
but  some  of  the  Indians  feel  that  this  is  more  than  offset  by  having 
them  in  the  home  environment  and  under  their  supervision. 

Q.  How  does  the  Government  school  here  compare  with  the 
jniblic  school  so  far  as  instruction  is  concerned? 

A.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  much  difference  between  the  boarding 
school  and  the  public  school  so  far  as  educational  advantages  are 
concerned.  We  are  different  from  most  boarding  schools  in  that 
we  have  a  full-day  program,  whereas  most  of  the  boarding  schools 
are  operating  under  the  industrial  program  and  the  children  only 
attend  school  half  a  day. 

Q.  Have  you  any  figures  to  show  the  average  attendance  of  Indian 
children  in  the  pubhc  school? 

A.  Not  for  this  year.  I  have  it  for  last  year,  however,  and  will  be 
glad  to  send  it  to  you  for  incorporation  in  the  record. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  approximately  what  the  average  attendance  of 
Indian  children  is  in  the  pubhc  schools? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  will 
average  over  65  per  cent  in  the  public  school. 

Q.  Have  you  taken  any  steps  or  cooperated  with  school  or  county 
officials  in  an  endeavor  to  get  them  to  attend  more  regularly? — 
A.  Yes;  we  interview  them  in  their  homes  and  try  to  get  them  to  at- 
tend, but  in  a  lot  of  cases  we  find  the  parents  are  lax.  I  have  written 
the  county  superintendent  of  schools  and  have  asked  him  if  he  could 
not  enforce  the  truancy  law  a  little  closer.  There  has  not  been  much 
done  along  that  line,  however,  as  he  says  it  would  involve  entangle- 
ments and  we  would  get  no  results. 

By  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Some  complaint  has  been  made  that  the  water-supply  system 
at  the  school  is  contaminated.  Where  do  you  obtain  your  water? — 
A.  We  get  our  water  supply  for  the  school  from  the  lake.  Public- 
health  officers  have  told  us  that  it  would  be  better  to  get  our  water 
supply  from  deep  wells. 

Q.  Have  you  recommended  to  the  department  that  deep  wells  be 
drilled  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  water  to  the  school? — A.  No;  I 
have  made  no  recommendation  to  that  effect,  although  I  feel  that  we 
would  get  better  and  purer  water  if  that  were  done. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  This  poHceman  you  have  here,  what  does  he  do  besides  act  as 
policeman,  if  anything? — A.  He  takes  the  mail  back  and  forth  to  the 
office  up  town  four  times  a  day.  The  reason  we  require  him  to  do  this 
is  because  we  have  no  one  else  we  can  put  on  this  work.  We  have  a 
mail  bag  and  he  gets  the  mail  for  the  office  and  the  40  employees. 

Q.  How  far  is  it  from  the  agency  to  the  post  office? — A.  About  one- 
eighth  of  a  mile. 

Q.  Where  are  the  individual  Indian  funds  deposited? — A.  That  is 
deposited  in  eight  different  banks  approved  by  the  department;  there 
is  approximately  one-third  of  a  milHon  dollars  to  the  credit  of  the 
Oneidas. 

Q.  What  interest  does  that  bear? — A.  From  4  to  4.6  per  cent. 

Q.  Do  you  credit  the  individual  accounts  with  the  interest? — ^A. 
Yes;  in  July  and  January  of  each  year  we  prorate  the  amount  due  each 
individual. 
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By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  There  was  some  testimony  here  to-day  with  reference  to  the 
lost  tribe  of  Indians — what  do  you  know  about  them? — A.  Their 
status  is  something  like  the  St.  Croix,  where,  on  the  St.  Croix  River, 
they  settled  in  the  early  days,  and  don^t  live  on  any  reservation  and 
have  not  been  relocated.  These  Indians  are  not  a  part  of  any  tribe 
or  band  and  get  no  gratuities  or  help  as  a  general  thing  from  the 
Government,  although  one  of  this  band  of  Indians  was  recently 
placed  in  a  hospital  for  eye  trouble  and  his  wife's  funeral  expenses 
were  paid  from  a  Government  appropriation  last  winter.  These 
funds  were  taken  out  of  what  we  call  "Conservation  of  health." 
This  year  I  have  an  appropriation  of  $900  for  the  ''Conservation  of 
health  fund." 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  investigate  that  matter  more  fully  in  regard 
to  this  lost  tribe  with  a  view  of  getting  them  enrolled  and  recognized 
by  the  bureau. — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  will  take  some  little  time  to  do  this, 
however.  Originally  there  were  150,  but  since  that  time  I  think  the 
band  has  diminished.  When  I  have  a  complete  report  on  them  I  will 
be  glad  to  forward  it  to  the  committee. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  Mrs.  Anderson  made  a  complaint  here  that  her  daughter  has 
not  been  given  employment  as  a  stenographer  and  that  discrimination 
has  been  shown  in  favor  of  white  people.  What  about  Mr.  Everest? — 
A.  It  seems  to  me  I  do  recall  her  daughter  coming  to  the  office  seeking 
a  position  about  a  year  or  so  ago.  Whether  or  not  she  had  a  civil- 
service  status  at  that  time  I  do  not  recall  now,  but  it  is  very  probable 
that  she  had.  These  positions,  you  understand,  are  all  under  the 
civil  service  and  are  filled  from  the  eligible  list  or  by  promotion,  rein- 
statement, or  transfer,  and  it  is  the  policy  at  Washington  to  appoint 
clerks  from  outside  th^  reservation ;  the  superintendent  has  no  appoin- 
tive power.  Three  or  four  stenographers  have  been  sent  here  within 
the  past  several  months,  but  they  were  all  selected  from  the  eligible 
list  under  civil-service  rules. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Considerable  testimony  has  been  brought  out  here  with  reference 
to  the  health  conditions  among  the  Indians,  particularly  the  situation 
as  to  tuberculosis  among  them  and  the  need  of  a  sanitarium  to  take 
care  of  them.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  along  that  line? — 
A.  Yes;  I  would  say  that  the  outstanding  need  of  the  Indians  of 
Wisconsin  to-day  is  a  centrally  located  general  hospital  for  T.  B. 
cases,  and  of  not  less  than  100-bed  capacity. 

Q.  You  feel  that  a  100-bed  hospital  would  be  sufficient?— A.  Well, 
I  think  if  the  Government  would  establish  such  a  hospital  it  would  go 
a  long  way  toward  improving  the  health  situation. 

Q.  The  buildings  at  the  school  here,  I  understand,  are  badly  in 
need  of  repair  and  that  nothing  has  been  done  on  them  for  a  number 
of  years? — A.  Some  repair  work  was  done  this  year. 

Q.  How  much  was  appropriated  for  that  purpose? — A.  We  got  an 
appropriation  of  about  $3,000  this  year  to  repair  the  school  buildinj:r^, 
which  put  them  in  fairly  good  condition,  but  we  should  have  at  least 
15,000  to  make  a  good  job  of  it.  The  interior  of  the  buildings  needs 
fixing  worse  than  the  outside.     We  fixed  up  the  worst  places  with 
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what  money  we  had.  The  smokestack  is  one  of  them;  it  was  almost 
ready  to  fall  down.  The  buildings  are  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair. 
I  don't  know  that  any  expert  has  made  an  inspection  of  the  buildings, 
but  the  Government  health  officer  comes  around  every  year.  His 
name  is  Doctor  Emil  Krulish;  his  headquarters  are  in  Minneapolis, 
and  he  makes  a  report  of  the  physical  condition  of  the  buildings  to 
Washington.  I  saw  a  copy  of  this  report;  he  recommended  an  exten- 
sive overhauling  and  repairs  to  the  amount  of  $7,500,  or  else  the  school 
should  be  abandoned;  and  from  that  report  and  other  correspondence 
I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  abolish  the  school 
as  soon  as  the  township  builds  a  modern  school  building.  And  due 
to  that  effect,  I  don't  believe  the  bureau  intends  to  expend  any 
extensive  amount  for  repairs  on  the  present  buildings. 

To  sum  up  my  recommendations,  I  would  say  that  the  most 
crjang  need  of  the  Wisconsin  Indians  is  a  state-wide  hospital  for  all 
except  the  Menominee  Indians,  who  have  their  own.  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  Indians  would  go  if  they  could  be  there  among  their  own 
people  and  that  it  would  always  be  full  as  is  the  Toledo  sanitarium. 
I  think  there  should  also  be  a  full-time  nurse  provided  for  the  Oneida 
Indians.  We^already  have  what  I  consider  a  fairly  efficient  field  nurse 
at  Laona.  I  don't  know  of  anyone  who  has  done  more  valuable 
work  for  the  Indians  than  Miss  Wilson  has;  she  does  not  drive  a  car, 
and  could  not  get  anyone  to  come  with  her,  otherwise  she  would  have 
been  here  to-day. 

So  far  as  the  local  situation  is  concerned,  I  befieve  the  Indians  are 
pretty  well  taken  care  of  by  a  fuU-time  doctor  and  nurse.  We  had 
a  good  nurse  but  she  resigned  and  went  wath  the  Minnesota  State 
Board  of  Health;  but  we  expect  an  appointment  as  soon  as  one  is 
selected  from  the  fist.  We  have  a  fit  tie  larger  appropriation  this 
year,  and  I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  them  better.  Our 
trouble  heretofore  has  been  that  our  appropriation  has  been  limited. 

We  have  a  good  office  force  here  and  disburse  about  $15,000  a 
month,  and  the  six  girls  we  have  can,  I  believe,  take  care  of  the  work 
even  w^hen  business  is  unusually  heavy. 

There  has  been  considerable  criticism  from  the  Odanah  district 
wdth  reference  to  Mr.  Dohn.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  because  of  the 
fact  that  I  consider  Mr.  Dohn  a  very  competent  man  in  his  position; 
I  have  known  him  for  the  past  12  years  and  I  have  always  found  him 
to  be  a  conscientious,  hard-working  man,  and  I  don't  believe  he 
would  intentionally  do  anything  to  try  to  scare  anybody.  He  has  a 
very  hard  position,  which  requires  a  good  deal  of  tact  and  not  a 
little  abihty  to  handle  the  situation  at  Odanah,  as  it  is  located  on  the 
highway  to  Hurley,  the  most  notorious  town  in  Wisconsin.  I  never 
drive  on  that  highw^ay  without  meeting  a  lot  of  drunken  drivers, 
and  I  can  see  six  drunks  in  Hurley  to  every  Indian  I  ever  saw  drunk 
on  a  reservation.  So  I  don't  want  you  to  get  the  impression  that  the 
Indian  is  the  only  one  drinking.  I  don't  know  that  the  Hquor 
situation  is  any  worse  there  than  in  other  towns  up  in  that  part  of 
the  country;  but  it  appears  so  from  the  fact  that  there  are  so  many 
Indians  there  among  the  whites,  and  some  of  them  of  course  will 
adopt  the  white  man's  ways.  I  don't  believe  that  any  white  man 
or  Indian  either  would  have  any  difficulty  getting  liquor  in  any  of 
these  towns.     I  am  informed  that  there  are  also  one  or  two  places 
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on  the  reservation  selling  moonshine,  but  so  far  we  have  been  unable 
to  get  any  evidence.  We  hope  that  the  recommendation  sent  to  have 
a  man  come  here  will  be  approved,  as  I  am  sure  we  could  clean  these 
places  up  with  some  outside  assistance.  A  good  many  intelligent 
Indians  have  come  to  me  and  expressed  their  disapproval  of  the  Indians 
engaging  in  the  liquor  traffic  and  debauching  their  brothers,  and  they 
feel  very  bad  about  it. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  salaries  paid  police  officers  and  other 
field  employees  in  the  Indian  Service  is  much  too  low.  We  ought  to 
have  a  bigger  salary  for  these  men  and  comfortable,  well-provided 
quarters,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  order  to  secure  and  retain  men 
of  experience  who  are  competent  they  should  pay  them  a  salary  at 
least  as  large  as  they  would  be  paid  in  the  same  line  of  work  by  others. 

There  was  some  testimony  here  with  reference  to  $12,000  trans- 
ferred here  from  the  Cloquet  Agency,  I  believe  it  was.  I  do  not 
recall  that  matter;  but  if  the  money  was  officially  transferred  I  do 
not  see  how  there  could  be  any  discrepancy,  as  there  would  be  an 
official  record  of  the  account  at  both  places.  I  rather  doubt  that 
there  was  a  shortage  of  $2,000  in  the  account  between  the  Cloquet 
and  Ashland  Agencies.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  old  lady  got 
the  wrong  impression;  she  probably  has  very  little  education  and  may 
not  be  good  at  figures.  However,  I  will  look  that  up  and  chase  it 
down,  but  I  feel  quite  sure  that  there  is  no  discrepancy. 

The  Indians  here  have  tribal  funds,  and  we  post  a  notice  on  the 
board  showing  where  the  money  comes  from  and  just  how  much  there 
is  in  the  fund.  Indians  with  individual  accounts  come  to  the  office 
and  we  are  always  glad  to  tell  them  how  their  account  stands.  The 
Indians  here  have  no  tribal  council ;  they  tried  that  out  on  the  Oneida 
Reservation,  but  a  lot  of  dissatisfaction  crept  in  and  they  got  into 
politics  and  got  wrangling  and  it  was  finally  abolished.  They  have  a 
business  committee  now  the  same  as  they  have  here. 

There  was  some  testimony  here  with  reference  to  the  local  school 
situation  and  that  the  Indians  outvote  the  whites  2  to  1 ;  that  is  in 
Lac  du  Flambeau  Township.  The  Indians  are  in  the  majority,  and 
naturally  they  elect  their  own  people  to  office.  The  chairman  of  the 
board  is,  I  believe,  the  only  white  man  in  office  and  the  treasurer  of 
the  newly  elected  board.  Complaint  is  made  that  the  Indians  are 
going  to  vote  the  township  into  bankruptcy.  I  believe  that  is  a  little 
far-fetched.  The  Indians  are  progressive  enough  to  want  good 
roads,  as  they  realize  that  good  roads  will  increase  the  value  of  their 
property,  and  I  can  hardly  believe  that  they  are  going  to  vote  to 
build  anything  in  the  way  of  an  expensive  school  or  anything  that 
-will  become  a  burden  on  the  community.  It  is  of  course  true  that 
the  white  people  living  here  bear  the  burden  of  taxation;  they  are  in 
the  minority  and  are  outvoted,  and  I  don't  know  how  it  can  be 
helped,  unless  George  Amouse's  policy  of  disfranchising  the  Indian 
should  be  adopted. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Then  his  companionate-marriage  idea  could  be  put  over? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  these  Government  boarding  schools; 
<io  you  believe  that  they  compare  favorably  with  the  average  public 
school? — A.  I  am  not  well  enough  informed  to  pass  an  opinion  on  that. 
This  is  the  first  place  I  have  been  where  I  have  had  charge  of  a 
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boarding  school.  As  a  general  thing,  however,  I  believe  that  the 
average  district  school  is  a  much  better  place  to  educate  the  Indian 
than  a  Government  boarding  school.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  public 
school  for  educating  the  Indian,  and  I  believe  I  have  given  most  of 
my  reasons  for  that  in  discussing  the  school  situation. 

Dr.  Lin  WOOD  McKeene,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  You  are  Dr.  Linwood  McKeene? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  the  Government  doctor  at  this  point  I  believe? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  so  engaged? — A.  Two  years.  This  i& 
my  first  position  in  the  Indian  Service. 

Q.  Have  you  made  a  health  survey  of  the  reservation  since  you 
have  been  here? — A.  Yes,  sir.     I  made  a  survey  within  the  last  year. 

Q.  How  did  you  find  conditions  here  with  reference  to  T.  B.  among 
the  Indians? — A.  I  found  six  cases  of  T.  B. — that  is,  six  cases  where 
a  positive  diagnosis  was  made  indicating  active  T.  B.  These  cases 
have  all  been  taken  care  of ;  three  are  now  in  the  Government  sani- 
tarium at  Toledo.  The  cases  that  Mr.  Lynch  speaks  of — his  boy — 
that  was  a  glandular  type  of  T.  B.,  and  he  was  taken  care  of  at  the 
State  hospital. 

Q.  What  is  the  situation  here  with  reference  to  trachoma? — A. 
This  year  we  had  18  cases;  our  trachoma  condition  here  is  not  at  all 
bad.  I  might  say  also  that  a  lot  of  our  trachoma  here  is  with  children 
coming  to  school,  many  of  them  do  not  live  on  this  reservation,  but 
we  take  care  of  them  while  we  are  here.  There  are,  of  course,  some 
old  chronic  cases  that  will  never  be  cured.  Some  are  self-treated 
and  some  are  being  treated  by  me;. probably  three  of  four  of  such  cases. 

Q.  Do  you  find  that  there  is  considerable  V.  D.  on  this  reserva- 
tion?— A.  Only  six  cases  have  been  reported  to  me  so  far  this  year. 
As  much  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of 
venereal  disease  here.  When  these  cases  come  to  me  I  report  them 
to  the  State.  Of  course  it  may  be  possible  that  all  of  these  cases  do 
not  come  to  me  for  treatment.  As  I  said  before,  however,  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  great  deal  of  venereal  disease  here.  I  have  a  letter 
here  from  Doctor  Harper  stating  that  any  cases  off  the  reservation 
should  be  reported  to  him.  On  the  reservation  we  are  supposed  to 
take  care  of  them. 

Q.  You  have  no  facilities  at  the  hospital,  I  understand,  to  take 
care  of  emergency  cases? — A.  No;  we  have  to  take  them  to  Ashland 
for  treatment.  We  are  certainly  in  need  of  a  general  hospital  here. 
This  is  the  only  reservation  I  know  anything  about,  but  if  other 
reservations  are  situated  the  same  as  we  are  they  certainly  need  one. 

Q.  Have  you  had  an  epidemic  of  contagious  diseases  here  since 
you  have  been  here? — A.  We  had  very  little  sickness  here  last  year,, 
and  aside  from  contagious  diseases  we  got  along  very  well;  but  we 
are  not  equipped  nor  do  we  have  the  facilities  for  taking  care  of  all 
cases  the  way  they  should  be  taken  care  of. 

Q.  Do  you  experience  any  trouble  in  getting  T.  B.  patients  admitted 
to  sanitariums  for  treatment? — A.  Yes;  it  is  a  rather  difiicult  matter 
to  get  them  hospitalized.  I  believe  in  the  last  two  years  we  have 
been  successful  in  getting  onh''  three  admitted  to  the  sanitarium  at 
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Toledo.  That,  I  understand,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  over- 
crowded. Some  have  come  back  from  there  and  we  have  arrested 
cases  now  attending  school. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Do  the  children  in  the  school  receive  a  periodical  physical 
examination? — A.  Yes;  they  are  given  a  thorough  physical  examina- 
tion at  the  beginning  of  every  semester.  The  heath  conditions 
among  the  children  on  this  reservation  will  compare  favorably  with 
children  from  other  reservations  attending  our  school. 

Q.  What  is  the  range  of  ages  of  the  children  attending  the  boarding 
school  here? — A.  They  will  run  from  6  to  16  years. 

Q.  Have  you  found  many  cases  of  T.B.  among  the  school  chil- 
dren?— A.  Onl}^  one;  that  was  a  glandular  type,  and  is  being  treated 
at  the  Toledo  sanitarium  to-day.  As  I  said  before,  we  have  three, 
our  arrested  cases  that  came  back  from  Toledo;  but  so  far  as  active 
cases  are  concerned,  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  positive  sputum. 
That  is  the  only  case  of  pulmonary  I  have  found  since  I  have  been 
here,  and  I  have  taken  as  high  as  four  specimens  from  one  person. 
I  was  rather  surprised  myself  at  the  number  of  cases  I  found.  All 
these  tests  are  made  in  the  laboratory  at  Madison.  We  weigh  e very- 
child  once  each  month  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  gaining  or  losing, 
and  if  losing,  we  increase  their  weight  by  perhaps  having  the  child 
do  a  Httle  less  work  or  by  a  change  of  diet;  usually  that  is  all  that  is 
necessary.  They  have  a  very  good  diet  here,  and  I  don't  believe  there 
has  been  any  complaints  on  that.  Where  the  children  do  not  gain,  we 
give  them  cod-liver  oil  and  things  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  epidemics  among  the  children  at  the 
school? — A.  No;  we  have  had  very  little  sickness  this  year.  Last 
year  we  had  an  epedemic  of  flu;  otherwise,  there  has  been  no  great 
amount  of  sickness. 

Q.  How  about  the  water  supply  at  the  school? — A.  Mr.  Everest 
spoke  of  the  need  for  a  well  at  the  boarding  school.  I  have  already 
put  in  a  recommendation  to  the  Indian  Office  with  reference  to  pro- 
viding some  means  for  purifying  the  water  or  digging  a  well. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  that  recommendation? — A.  About  a  month 
ago,  I  believe. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  deep  wells  should  be  dug  to  furnish  water 
for  the  school? — A.  Yes;  either  that  or  means  provided  to  purify 
the  water  before  it  is  used.  Something  should  be  done.  Another 
suggestion  I  would  like  to  make  is  that  the  plumbing  in  these  buildings 
be  placed  in  a  sanitary  condition.  Things  are  in  very  bad  shape 
and  the  buildings  themselves  are  badly  in  need  of  repair. 

Q.  Anything  further? — A.  I  believe  that  is  all. 

Senator  Frazier.  The  hearing  will  now  stand  adjourned  (8.30 
p.  m.).  I  wish  to  thank  all  you  witnesses  for  coming  here  to-day 
and  testifying  as  you  have  before  this  committee.  I  also  wish  to 
extend  our  thanks  to  the  State  and  county  officers  for  the  assistance 
they  have  given  us,  as  well  as  the  superintendent  here,  and  if  there 
are  any  of  you  people  who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
here  to-day,  if  you  will  write  a  letter  to  myself  or  Senator  La  Follette 
at  Washington  we  will  be  glad  to  take  care  of  any  matter  for  you,  and 
have  it  incorporated  in  the  record  if  you  wish.  I  again  wish  to  thank 
you  all  for  coming  here  and  wish  to  assure  you  that  this  committee 
will  do  all  we  can  to  improve  conditions  on  the  reservation. 
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United  States  Senate, 
Subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

Hay  ward,  Wis. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  at  the  courthouse  by 
the  chairman. 

Present:  Senator  Frazier  (chairman),  Senators  La  Follette,  and 
Wheeler. 

Present  also:  Nelson  A.  Mason,  clerk  of  the  committee. 

Senator  Frazier.  Before  commencing,  I  might  say  that  this  is  a 
subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  authorized  by  Senate  resolution  to  investigate  con- 
ditions on  the  various  Indian  reservations  throughout  the  country. 
This  committee  has  no  authority  to  make  any  changes  or  anything 
of  that  kind ;  all  we  do  is  to  investigate  conditions  and  report  back  to 
Congress  with  such  recommendations  as  we  feel  will  improve  the 
situation  among  the  Indians.  We  are  not  so  much  interested  in 
personal  grievances  or  complaints  that  you  may  have  against  the 
superintendent  or  other  officers  as  we  are  in  finding  out  what  the 
actual  conditions  are  on  this  reservation  as  to  health,  economic,  and 
otherwise.  If  the  superintendent  of  this  reservation  is  here,  I  might 
say  at  this  time  that  if  he  wishes  to  question  any  of  the  witnesses 
at  any  time  he  is  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Willis  T.  Ryder,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name. — A.  Willis  T  Ryder. 

Q.  You  are  superintendent  of  this  reservation  are  you? — A.  Yes, 
sir.     Superintendent  and  special  disbursing  officer. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  such  position? — A.  I  have  been  at 
Hay  ward  five  years. 

Q.  How  many  Indians  have  you  under  your  jurisdiction? — A.  Ap- 
proximately 900. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Indian  Service,  and  where  were 
you  located  prior  to  coming  here? — A.  Immediately  prior  to  coming 
here  I  was  located  at  Toalaquoa,  Okla.,  and  part  of  the  time  I  was  at 
the  Cour  O'Reille  Reservation.  I  have  been  in  the  Indian  Service 
for  20  years. 

Q.  The  Indians  have  all  been  allotted  on  this  reservation,  have 
they  not? — X.  Yes.     The  Indians  are  all  Hving  on  the  reservation; 
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some  are  patent  in  fee,  and  certificates  of  competency  have  been  issued 
to  some  of  them. 

Q.  How  many  have  been  issued  certificates  of  competency? — A. 
Approximately  200,  I  would  say,  on  this  reservation. 

Q.  And  of  that  number,  how  many  still  retain  their  land? — A. 
Probably  80  or  90  per  cent  have  disposed  of  their  allotments. 

Q.  You  have  a  boarding  school  here,  have  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  all  the  Indian  children  attend  that  school? — A.  No;  there 
are  five  public  schools  on  or  adjacent  to  the  reservation  where  Indian 
pupils  attend.  There  are  approximately  300  children  of  school  age 
on  the  reservation. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  trouble  getting  the  Indian  children  to  attend 
the  public  schools  regularly? — A.  Yes;  it  is  quite  a  problem  to  get 
them  to  attend  regularly.  The  attendance  is  not  what  we  would  like 
to  have  it. 

Q.  Does  the  Government  pay  any  tuition  to  the  public  schools 
here  for  Indian  children  attending? — A.  Yes;  we  pay  a  tuition  of  35 
cents  a  day,  based  on  weekly  attendance  reports.  This  payment  is 
made  to  the  school  board  of  the  various  districts. 

Q.  Why  do  not  the  Indian  children  attend  school  more  regularly? — 
A.  I  place  the  blame  on  the  parents  mostly,  as  they  do  not  cooper- 
ate with  the  officers  to  see  that  their  children  attend  every  day. 
Some  absences  are  of  course  due  to  illness,  but  most  of  it  is  due  to 
other  causes. 

Q.  What  action  have  you  taken  to  see  that  they  do  attend? — A.  We 
notify  the  county  superintendent  and  the  sherift''s  office,  but  they 
have  not  been  very  successful.  I  am  afraid  the  parents  do  not  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  an  education  for  their  children. 

Q.  Can  you  furnish  any  figures  to  this  committee  showing  the  aver- 
age attendance  of  Indian  children  in  the  public  schools? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  will  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Q.  What  provisions  are  made  by  the  Government  for  looking  after 
the  health  conditions  of  the  Indians  here? — A.  The  State  of  Wisconsin 
maintains  a  public-health  nurse  here,  and  in  cases  where  a  physician 
is  necessary  he  is  called  and  paid  through  our  office.  Last  year  we 
expended  about  $3,000,  approximately,  but  this  sum  is  not  sufficient 
to  take  care  of  the  medical  needs  of  the  Indians  on  this  reservation. 

Q.  What  amount  do  you  figure  is  necessary? — A.  I  don't  know  as 
I  could  give  you  that,  for  the  reason  that  the  conditions  vary  from 
year  to  year,  particularly  so  in  the  past  five  years.  Prior  to  last  year 
they  had  money  coming  to  them,  derived  from  the  sale  of  timber,  and 
they  took  care  of  themselves  pretty  well  without  calling  on  us  for 
assistance.  Payment  of  public  funds  was  restored,  but  under  the 
ruling  of  the  Comptroller  General  they  can  be  expended  only  for  mem- 
bers of  the  tribe.  This,  of  course,  does  not  include  the  patent-in-fee 
Indian,  of  which  there  are  about  300;  they  are  no  longer  considered 
wards  of  the  Government.  But  of  that  number  I  would  say  that 
approximately  75  per  cent  of  them  are  unable  to  provide  medical  care 
for  themselves  in  emergencies,  and  some  of  them  are  charges  upon 
the  towns  and  county.  Sawyer  County  has  been  very  indulgent  in 
taking  care  of  the  hospitalization  and  needs  of  these  Indians.  There 
is  some  sort  of  a  dual  arrangement  between  the  State  and  the  county 
on  that,  and  I  don't  know  just  what  portion  is  contributed  by  the 
town. 
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Q.  How  much  individual  Indian  money  have  these  Indians  to  their 
credit?— A.  Approximately  $46,000;  they  have  about  $22,000  in  the 
tribal  fund. 

Q.  How  many  certificates  of  competency  have  been  issued  since 
you  have  been  here? — A.  Not  any.  No  certificates  of  competency 
were  issued  the  past  three  years. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  held  any  T.  B.  clinics  on  this  reservation? — 
A.  The  Wisconsin  Tuberculosis  Association  held  a  clinic  on  this 
reservation  about  two  years  ago.  I  am  «orry  to  say  that  I  have  not 
the  figures  with  me,  but  as  I  recall  it  there  was  around  100  examined, 
and  of  that  number  they  found  15  cases  of  T.  B.  No  efforts  were 
made  to  select  suspects;  they  were  taken  as  they  came  in,  I  think. 
No  child  clinics  have  been  held  on  the  reservation,  and  the  only 
work  that  has  been  done  along  that  line  has  been  done  by  the  public- 
health  nurse. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  held  any  V.  D.  clinics  on  the  reservation? — 
A.  The  State  board  of  health  conducted  a  V.  D.  clinic  here  this  year. 
I  do  not  recall  now  how  many  Wassermann  tests  were  given,  but  as 
I  remember  it  eight  cases  were  under  treatment.  Miss  Garland,  I 
believe,  can  give  you  the  exact  figures;  she  is  more  familiar  with 
what  was  done  along  that  line  than  I  am. 

Q.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  complaint  about  the  construction  of 
the  dam  by  the  power  company;  that  the  old  post  and  a  church 
house  and  cemetery  were  submerged  by  the  flowage  and  that  no 
adequate  compensation  has  been  made  to  the  Indians,  what  do  3'ou 
know  about  that? — A.  I  was  not  in  charge  here  at  the  time  the  power 
company  constructed  the  dam.  I  understand,  however,  that  they 
were  to  construct  a  new  post  for  the  Indians  to  take  the  place  of 
the  old  one  and  that  they  were  also  supposed  to  build  a  new  church 
and  remove  the  bodies  to  a  new  cemetery.  It  was  the  intention  of 
the  power  company  originally  to  remove  the  remains  of  Indians 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery,  but  for  some  reason  they  were  unsuccessful 
in  that  and  the  work  was  subsequently  discontinued.  Later  I  under- 
stand they  attempted  to  settle  on  a  cash  payment  based  on  the  cost 
of  removal  for  all  who  made  application.  Approximatel}^  200,  I 
believe,  were  taken  care  of  in  that  manner.  In  the  Catholic  cemetery, 
however,  the  situation  was  somewhat  different,  as  the  agent  had  no 
authority  to  negotiate  with  the  power  company,  for  the  reason  that 
the  cemetery  was  a  corporation  and  the  Bishop  of  Superior  was 
apparently  the  trustee. 

Q.  How  many  bodies  were  removed  if  you  know? — A.  As  I  recall 
it,  about  190;  and  then  the  power  company  served  notice  that  after 
December  31,  1927,  they  would  consider  the  matter  closed  and  those 
who  failed  to  exercise  their  rights  would  forfeit  them.  Just  recently, 
however,  the  matter  was  reopened  with  reference  to  the  Catholic 
cemetery  and  all  applications  filed  up  to  June  15  would  be  con- 
sidered, and  a  number  of  these  applications  have  been  filed  and  are 
under  consideration  and  negotiation  pending.  You  understand,  how- 
ever, that  these  arrangements  between  the  power  company  and  these 
people  were  all  made  prior  to  my  incumbency  in  office,  so  I  am 
just  giving  you  what  inform tion  I  have  on  the  matter. 

Q.  Outside  of  the  Catholic  cemetery,  how  many  were  buried? — 
A.  About  350;  and  of  that  number  approximately  200,  I  believe, 
settled  with  the  power  company.     I  don't  believe  that  any  of  these 
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150  have  applied,  and  the  reason  I  expect  for  their  nonap plication  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  in  a  great  many  cases  at  least  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  determine  who  the  rightful  parties  are  to  make  the  claim. 
Q.  How  many  are  buried  in  the  CathoHc  cemetery? — A.  Approxi- 
mately 375,  as  I  remember.  There  were  about  190  bodies  re- 
moved as  I  recall  it  now,  and  since  that  time  60  to  75  applications  have 
been  made  for  payment.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  does  not 
cover  nearly  all  the  near  relatives  of  the  deceased  who  are  entitled 
to  file  claims  for  payment ;  some  of  them  I  think  are  disposed  to  let 
the  remains  stay  where  they  are  and  not  look  for  payment.  The 
situation  as  regards  to  the  Catholic  church  and  cemetery  is  not  one 
of  submersion;  they  are  located  on  an  island  caused  by  the  flowage. 

Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  How  many  pupils  have  you  in  the  boarding  school  here? — A.  Last 
year  we  had  165,  which  is  10  short  of  capacity.  We  draw  stud- 
ents from  northern  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  as  well  as  from  our 
territory  here. 

Q.  Do  you  operate  on  a  half-day  basis  also? — A.  We  run  a  full- 
time  school  up  to  the  third  grade;  beyond  that  half  days. 

Q.  What  do  they  do  the  other  half? — A.  The  girls  do  housework, 
some  of  them  work  in  the  dining  room,  sewing  room,  and  so  forth, 
and  the  boys  help  around  the  barn  and  do  farm  work. 

Q.  You  have  a  school  herd  here? — A.  Yes;  22  head  of  milch  cows. 

Q.  How  many  teachers  have  you? — A.  We  have  five  academic 
teachers  teaching  six  grades. 

Q.  What  is  your  schedule  of  hours  at  the  school? — A.  The  children 
get  up  at  6  o'clock;  breakfast  at  7;  details  report  at  7.30  until  11.30; 
school  is  dismissed  at  11.30.  Those  on  a  full-day  basis  go  to  school 
from  9  to  11.30.  Those  on  the  work  detail  alternate;  one  day  they 
work  in  the  morning  and  go  to  school  in  the  afternoon,  the  next  day 
they  go  to  work  in  the  afternoon  and  school  in  the  morning;  that  is 
to  give  them  a  continuous  school  day — the  previous  afternoon  and  the 
morning.  In  the  afternoon  they  report  for  school  at  1.15  and  are 
dismissed  at  4  o'clock  and  have  free  time  until  supper.  After  supper 
no  work  is  done.  Some  of  the  older  children  have  a  study  period  from 
7  to  7.30,  the  rest  of  the  children  have  a  study  period  from  7  to  7.45 
in  the  evening,  three  nights  a  week. 

Q.  Do  you  have  a  dietitian  or  any  supervision  of  the  diet  at  the 
school? — A.  No;  we  have  no  supervision  of  diet  except  our  own. 

Q.  How  much  milk  do  these  children  get  a  day? — A.  We  get  about 
60  gallons  of  milk  a  day,  which  is  all  consumed  in  the  school.  Our 
object  is  to  supply  each  child  a  quart  of  milk  per  day;  I  believe  it 
amounts  to  a  little  over  a  quart  of  milk  per  day. 

Q.  You  use  oleomargarine  instead  of  butter,  do  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  have  a  periodical  physical  examination  of  the  children 
attending  school? — A.  Yes;  we  have  a  contact  physician  here  who 
gives  each  child  a  thorough  physical  examination  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  semester,  and  as  a  result  of  these  examinations  I  think 
we  have  discovered  two  T.  B.  suspects,  but  no  positives. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  epidemics  in  the  school  here? — A.  We  had 
an  epidemic  of  mumps  that  started  in  September  and  continued 
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throughout  the  year,  and  while  that  was  still  under  way  we  had  an 
epidemic  of  flu  and  measles;  there  were,  however,  no  fatalities. 

Q.  How  much  have  you  expended  for  the  relief  of  old  and  indigent 
Indians  the  past  year? — A.  I  stated  before,  we  expended  last  year 
approximately  $3,000  for  indigent  relief. 

Q.  You  purchase  supplies  by  contract  do  you? — A.  We  purchase 
necessities  through  various  contracts,  very  staple  stuff  which  is  dis- 
tributed on  the  reservation.  In  addition  to  that  in  cases  of  emergency 
an  order  will  be  taken  to  a  local  merchant. 

Q.  How  many  requests  for  relief  have  you  had  the  past  year? — 
A.  I  don't  recall  how  many.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  construc- 
tion of  our  $50,000  hospital  this  year  will  greatly  relieve  the  situation. 
It  will  be  a  47-bed  hospital  and  we  hope  to  have  it  completed  before 
winter.  I  assume  that  we  will  then  have  a  full-time  physician  and 
nurse.  In  my  opinion  this  hospital  will  be  more  than  sufficient  to 
take  care  of  all  the  Indians  on  this  reservation. 

By  Senator  Frazier  : 
Q.  Do  any  of  the  Indian  children  stay  at  the  school  the  year 
around? — A.  Yes,  we  had  34  during  vacation;  that  is,  they  were 
with  us  the  entire  year,  they  are  from  Minnesota.  Most  of  those  on 
this  reservation  go  home  except  in  a  few  cases  where  they  have  no 
parents  living  or  where  there  are  no  near  relatives  to  take  care  of  them. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  How  much  Indian  land  w^as  flooded  by  the  power  company's 
dam? — A.  I  could  not  say.  There  are  26  square  miles  in  the  reservoir 
and  I  would  estimate  that  there  are  around  5,000  acres  of  Indian  land. 

Q.  What  kind  of  land  was  that? — A.  Just  cut-over  land,  rather 
light  soil.  The  Indians  were  not  farming  any  of  it  and  none  was  used 
for  raising  cattle,  the  land  was  worth  from  $8  to  $15  an  acre.  I 
understand  they  pay  flowage  rights  on  the  title  fee  land.  There  are 
also  three  hundred  and  some  odd  acres  of  tribal  land  on  which  they 
pay  $1,200  a  year  for  the  land  that  was  flooded.  In  addition  to  that 
there  are  some  Indians  mentioned  in  the  license.  One  Indian  I  recall 
got  $500,  there  was  $300  for  the  construction  of  a  church  and  store 
and  some  other  small  buildings,  the  whole  thing  I  believe  amounted 
to  approximately  $4,000;  that  money  was  put  into  the  tribal  fund. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  $1,200  a  year  adequate  compensation  per  year 
for  the  flowage  rights  on  the  tribal  land? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

Q.  Some  complaint  has  been  made  in  regard  to  the  road  which  they 
are  unable  to  use  across  the  reservation,  that  the  power  company 
were  to  construct  a  new  road  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  one  destroyed 
but  have  not  done  so? — A.  When  the  reservoir  was  filled  that  old 
road  was  rendered  impassable  and  a  new  road  was  constructed  from 
the  new  post  village  across  to  Reserve.  Subsequently  the  power 
company  built  a  road  from  Kotera  up  to  connect  with  the  road  to 
which  I  have  referred,  that  is  somewhere  around  6  or  7  miles.  Quite 
recently  the  town  board  of  Hunter  has  made  an  application  to  cross 
the  reservation  w^hich  will  follow  the  line  of  the  original  road  as  I 
understand  it. 

Q.  The  Indians  have  complained  that  the  power  company  agreed 
to  build  roads  to  take  the  place  of  those  destroyed  but  have  not  done 
so? — A.  Yes;  I  know  there  has  been  some  complaint  and  dissatis- 
faction over  the  fact  that  roads  have  not  been  constructed  to  take 
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the  place  of  those  rendered  unfit  for  travel.  There  has  also  been  some 
complaint  over  the  $1,200  annual  payment  which  the  Indians  claim 
is  not  sufficient  to  compensate  them  for  the  tribal  land  which  was 
iiooded.     The  dam  you  know  is  not  on  the  reservation. 

Q.  Complaint  has  also  been  made  that  the  Indians  were  not  counseled 
with  at  all  in  the  matter  of  flooding  their  land.  What  do  you  know 
about  that? — A.  That  was  of  course  before  my  time  here.  The  Indians 
liere  have  no  duly  elected  tribal  council,  although  they  council  from 
time  to  time.  Meetings  have  been  held  on  the  reservation  from 
time  to  time  with  regard  to  that  project  and  the  issuance  of  the 
Federal  Power  Commission's  license.  Correspondence  and  records 
•evidence  the  fact  that  the  Indians  have  been  counseled  with  and 
meetings  held  on  the  reservation  and  I  would  assume  that  the  matter 
"was  satisfactorily  arranged  at  the  council  meetings.  The  license 
was  issued  to  the  Wisconsin  Light  &  Power  Co.,  a  subsidiary  of  the 
Northern  States  Power  Co. 

Q.  Did  the  license  provided  for  the  removal  of  bodies  from  the 
cemetery? — A.  Yes;  there  was  no  other  alternative  provided  and  it 
is  my  understanding  that  when  the  work  of  removing  the  bodies  was 
attempted  that  there  was  some  objection  to  it.  I  believe  I  have 
explained  heretofore  just  what  that  situation  was. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  Wliat  about  moral  conditions  on  the  reservation;  it  is  reported 
that  there  is  a  lot  of  liquor  on  this  reservation? — A.  Yes;  that  is  a 
very  hard  situation  to  control;  there  is  a  lot  of  drinking,  and  we  are 
imable  to  cope  with  the  situation. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Who  is  the  United  States  district  attorney  for  this  district? — 
A.  Stanley  Renn. 

Q.  Have  you  prosecuted  any  cases  in  Federal  court? — A.  In  the 
past  year  I  have  only  had  three  or  four  cases  in  the  Federal  court. 

Q.  Do  you  get  any  cooperation  from  the  Federal  prohibition 
officers? — A.  I  have  solicited  aid  from  the  Federal  prohibition  admin- 
istrator's office  at  St.  Paul  and  two  agents  came  here  on  different 
occasions  recently.  There  is  a  special  agent  in  the  Indian  Department 
who  has  headquarters  at  Duluth,  but  he  covers  such  a  large  territory 
that  it  is  hard  to  get  him  to  come  up  here  very  often.  In  the  past 
five  years  he  has  not  been  here,  I  would  say,  over  20  times  alto- 
gether and  he  generally  stays  from  2  to  5  days  at  a  time.  As  I 
said  before,  we  have  only  had  three  cases  in  Federal  court  in  the  past 
year,  and  they  were  dealt  with  rather  leniently. 

Q.  Are  these  liquor  cases  prosecuted  under  the  old  Indian  law 
making  possession  of  liquor  on  an  Indian  reservation  punishable  by 
a  fine  of  $200  and  60  days  in  jail,  or  are  they  prosecuted  under  the 
Federal  prohibition  law? — A.  They  are  all  prosecuted  under  the  new 
law. 

Q.  These  cases  you  spoke  about  a  while  ago,  what  penalty  was 
improsed  bv  the  court? — A.  Two  of  those  cases  were  for  introducing 
liquor  on  the  reservation  and  they  were  given  a  fine  of  $200  and  60 
days  in  jail,  but  at  the  end  of  30  days  they  took  a  paupers  oath  and 
were  released. 

S.  Does  the  district  attorney  refuse  to  prosecute  these  liquor  cases 
er  the  old  law? — A.  No;  he  has  not  refused  but  I  understand  there 
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are  some  technical  questions  raised  between  the  old  law  and  the  pro- 
hibition law  and  all  prosecutions  are  made  under  the  new  law. 

Q.  Are  there  bootleg  joints  on  the  reservation? — A.  I  have  no- 
definite  knowledge  as  to  that,  but  the  situation  is  such  that  it  is  beyond 
my  control  and  I  can  not  cope  with  it. 

Q.  If  you  had  more  officers  here  would  that  help  any? — A.  In  my 
opinion  it  would  not  be  of  any  great  help.  If  w^e  had  undercover  men 
to  get  evidence  we  w^ould  be  able  to  bring  about  a  change  for  the 
better.  My  experience  has  been  however  that  using  Indians  as 
under  cover  men  is  not  practical.  We  have  tried  them  in  connection 
with  white  men  but  find  that  they  are  reluctant  to  start  a  case  against 
an  Indian  and  an  Indian  does  not  make  a  good  witness  when  a  case  is 
contested.  Just  last  year  we  had  an  undercover  man  here,  but  the 
cases  he  got  were  not  definite  enough  and  they  did  not  make  good 
cases.  The  man  we  employed,  how^ever,  w^as  not  as  dependable  as  he 
should  have  been  and  we  did  not  get  the  results  we  should  have. 
Generally  speaking,  it  has  been  my  experience  that  it  is  hard  to  get 
good  undercover  men. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  What  do  jou  know  about  timber  trespassing  on  Indian  land  on 
this  reservation? — A.  That  is  an  old  matter  and  something  of  w^hich 
I  have  no  knowledge. 

Dr.  H.  G.  Mertens,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  Dr.  H.  G.  Mertens. 

Q.  Where  are  you  located,  Doctor? — A.  At  Bayfield,  Wis. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee? — 
A.  Yes.  I  am  a  practicing  physician  at  Bayfield  and  I  wdsh  to  make 
a  brief  statement  to  the  committee  with  regard  to  health  conditions 
among  the  Indians.  Our  reservation  up  here  is  only  a  small  one  and 
is  now  a  part  of  the  township  of  Russell,  Bayfield  County.  A  few- 
years  ago  the  reservation  was  thrown  open  and  is  now  within  the 
incorporated  township  of  RusseU.  There  are  about  35  or  40  farmers 
there,  w^hite  farmers  I  mean,  and  the  balance  are  Indians.  The 
Indians  of  course  do  not  pay  taxes;  the  Indians  living  within  Red 
Cliffe  village  don't  pay  taxes.  Every  tax  certificate  is  turned  de- 
linquent to  the  county,  nobody  will  buy  these  certificates,  and  con- 
sequently the  white  farmers  have  to  bear  the  tax  burden.  Taxes  are 
so  high  that  they  are  now  confronted  with  the  proposition  of  closing 
one  of  the  schools. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  How  are  health  conditions  on  this  reservation;  do  you  find  that 
the  Indians  are  properly  taken  care  of? — A.  These  Indians  here  are 
in  a  bad  condition  physically  due  to  disease  because  of  the  fact  that 
they  have  had  no  medical  supervision  for  years.  The  last  10  years- 
they  were  on  the  reservation  the  Government  had  a  contact  physician, 
to  whom  they  paid  $600  a  year  to  go  on  the  reservation  one  day  a 
week.  The  Indians  of  course  did  not  come  in  on  the  day  set  aside- 
for  them  and  did  not  propose  to  pay  for  treatment  at  other  times  and 
as  a  result  he  was  doing  all  their  work  and  dishing  out  his  medicine- 
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all  year  for  the  small  salary  he  was  allowed.  The  Government, 
however,  had  a  stock  of  medicines  which  they  could  have  furnished 
if  they  wished  to  do  so.  Before  that  time  the  physician  from  the 
La  Pointe  Agency  would  come  down  to  Bayfield  by  train  and  take  a 
rig  from  there  and  drive  out  to  the  reservation,  necessarily  he  would 
cut  his  visits  as  short  as  possible  in  order  to  catch  the  train  back. 
These  Indians  here  now  have  no  Government  physician  of  any  kind, 
they  are  getting  old  and  destitute  and  many  of  them  are  afflicted 
with  different  diseases  and  naturally  these  diseases  are  spread  among 
the  white  people  of  the  community. 

Q.  Do  you  find  any  great  amount  of  T.  B.  among  the  Indians 
here? — A.  At  the  present  time  I  am  in  charge  of  the  Tri-County 
Tubercular  Sanitarium,  maintained  by  Bayfield,  Iron,  and  Ashland 
Counties.  The  Indian  population  of  those  three  counties  will  not 
average  1}^  to  2  per  cent  of  the  total  population  in  the  three  counties, 
notwithstanding  this  fact,  however,  12  per  cent  of  the  patients  in 
this  sanitarium  are  Indians  afflicted  with  T.  B.  We  have  about  250 
to  300  Indians  at  Red  Cliffe  and  Bayfield,  and  I  believe  there  are 
fewer  physicians  in  Ashland  County  or  on  the  old  Odanah  Reservation 
than  we  have  up  here.  Most  of  the  Indians  we  get  in  the  sanitarium 
are  discovered  real  sick  and  are  a  menace  to  their  neighbors,  the 
most  of  whom  are  white  people.  Nowadays,  of  course,  there  is  more 
effort  made  to  get  them  to  a  sanitarium,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
a  cure,  but  for  the  safety  of  their  family. 

Q.  This  sanitarium  you  are  in  charge  of,  is  that  a  pay  institution 
or  is  it  supported  by  the  various  counties? — A.  Many  of  the  white 
people  when  taken  to  the  sanitarium  pay  their  own  way.  If  they  can 
not  afford  to  pay  $15  a  week  they  pay  a  third,  but  they  Indian  pays 
nothing.     They  are  all  county  charges. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  serious  epidemics  of  contagious  diseases 
here? — A.  Two  years  ago  last  winter  a  meningitis  epidemic  broke 
out;  the  weather  was  cold  and  we  had  a  lot  of  snow.  I  was  called  to 
a  place  3  or  4  miles  from  town  and  the  roads  were  so  bad  that  I  almost 
had  to  hire  a  team  to  get  there.  I  happen  to  be  health  officer  of 
Russell  Township,  by  the  way,  and  they  pay  me  something  like  $25 
a  year  for  my  services.  Anyway,  I  had  six,  seven,  or  eight  families 
in  which  there  was  meningitis.  That,  as  you  know,  is  a  very  danger- 
ous disease.     I  had  to  get  out  there  and  these  cases  had  to  be  isolated. 

Now,  these  people  were  in  very  destitute  circumstances  and  in  two 
instances  I  recall  I  had  to  dig  down  in  my  pocket  and  supply  oranges 
foci  ttie  children  to  keep  them  from  getting  scurvey.  The  town  offi- 
cpre^iiad  made  no  provisions  for  these  people  and  I  had  to  take  care 
of  them  for  about  four  months.  I  made  numerous  trips  out  there 
in  all  kinds  of  weather  and  my  bill  considering  the  time  I  spent, 
changing  my  clothes  each  time  before  going  and  coming  back,  the 
riM^rp^SB'fflid  hard  times  I  had  getting  out  there  to  them,  and  so 
fjSHitf,JWqu!ff  ik,ve  amounted  to  at  least  $1,200,  basing  it  on  a  reason- 
ifift^dfi|i-gH'bf^  a  visit.  I  sent  a  bill  to  Mr.  Everest  with  the 
rM3.(ki  ini^ %^  send  it  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.     I 


Jnli//OT  bifV.Wfe "around  $300,  and  the  commissioner  advised  me 
isi^^ni^lV^d^HHSV  it  was  found  that  these  people 

-^io^im.y/Am^^m  inh  Government  and  that  I  would  have  to  look  to 
lBfti?l.ia(flHoijl{jt^!^  fy/8(^cnsation.  This  is  just  one  illustration  of 
lM'%HM6m,fW^^^TM^&\  Government.     Now,  I  submit  to  you 
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gentlemen,  that  the  poor  white  farmers  Uving  in  this  locality  are  in 
no  sense  to  blame  for  the  poverty  and  destitution  among  these  poor 
Indians.  If  the  Indians  had  any  money  they  did  not  spend  it  with 
us  and  we  should  not  be  asked  to  take  care  of  their  old,  indigent,  and 
sick.  We  have  about  all  we  can  do  without  taking  care  of  the  In- 
dians, but  unfortunately  we  are  located  in  an  old  Indian  reservation 
and  for  the  sake  of  humanity  we  are  obHged  to  saddle  a  burden  which 
rightfully  belongs  to  the  Government.  It  is  certainly  most  unfair  to 
ask  to  do  so,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  least  they  could  do  would 
be  to  establish  a  hospital  in  this  territory  for  taking  care  of  tubercular 
Indians  and  some  established  hospital  to  take  care  of  these  Indians 
charging  them  only  the  actual  cost  of  their  care.  I  am  sure  if  they 
would  do  that  that  everyone  in  this  community  would  feel  very 
grateful.  I  had  one  boy  in  the  hospital  for  four  months,  every  time 
he  tried  to  work  he  was  sent  home  and  he  was  found  to  be  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  T.  B.,  they  of  course  could  not  take  care  of  him 
at  home  neither  could  they  afford  to  send  him  away  and  I  finally 
induced  the  county  to  send  him  as  a  county  charge  to  a  sanitarium 
which  cost  about  $60  a  month,  or  $14.48  a  week;  that  boy  was  the 
only  support  of  his  parents  and  when  he  left  they  had  nothing  to 
eat,  and  I  finally  prevailed  upon  the  county  to  pay  them  $20  a  month. 
So  far  as  getting  any  of  that  money  back  is  concerned,  that  is  out 
of  the  question.  It  is  just  such  cases  as  this  that  we  have  to  deal  with 
continually,  and  it  is  certainly  a  most  unfair  and  unreasonable  propo- 
sition to  expect  any  local  community  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  desti- 
tute Indian  problem.  We  feel,  without  question,  that  they  should 
be  taken  care  of  by  the  Government  and  that  they  are  responsible 
for  their  welfare.  We  are  always  confronted  by  the  Government 
with  the  plea  ''lack  of  funds,"  which  we  consider  is  just  an  excuse  to 
saddle  the  tax  burden  and  care  of  these  Indians  on  the  white  people 
of  the  various  communities  unfortunate  enough  to  be  located  on  or 
adjacent  to  an  Indian  reservation. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  What  you  say  about  lack  of  funds  is  true;  down  there  in  Wash- 
ington they  keep  down  the  expenses  and  let  a  lot  of  people  out  here 
in  Wisconsin  starve. — A.  They  kept  down  the  expenses  all  right,  but 
the  people  out  here  in  Wisconsin  paid. 

Q.  Practically  every  reservation  has  the  same  problem  only 
worse. — ^A.  There  is  just  one  more  thing  I  might  mention  in  connec- 
tion with  the  health  problem;  there  are  a  great  many  Indian  children 
attending  our  public  schools,  and  they  are  our  chief  problem  in  health 
work;  not  only  that  but  the  burden  of  expense  in  educating  these 
children  is  borne  by  the  whites.  These  Indians  live  in  town;  their 
children  have  the  same  advantages  as  the  whites,  yet  they  pay  no 
taxes.  I  am  sure  that  not  over  2  per  cent  of  the  Indians  pay  taxes. 
We  feel  that  the  Federal  Government  should  assume  the  burden  of 
taking  care  of  these  Indians  whether  they  are  wards  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  not.  I  have  been  dealing  with  the  Indians  for  22  years  up 
here,  and  I  believe  that  the  Government  has  gone  about  the  Indian 
problem  in  the  wrong  manner.  Up  until  a  few  years  ago  we  had 
seven  Government  employees  in  the  town  where  I  live  and  it  seemed 
to  me  that  they  were  spending  a  lot  of  money  for  everything  except 
what  it  should  have  been  spent  for,  and  no  good  came  of  it. 
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By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  figures,  Doctor,  as  to  the  sick  and  indigent 
Indians  on  this  reservation? — A.  Yes;  I  have  and  I  will  be  glad  to 
send  them  to   you  if  you  wish  to  incorporate  them  in  the  record. 

Q.  We  would  be  very  glad  to  do  so. 

A.  H.  Herman,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 
Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  A.  H.  Herman. 
Q.  Where  do  you  live? — A.  Bayfield,  Wis. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation? — A.  I  am  a  fox  farmer  and  also 
chairman  of  the  town  board  at  Bayfield. 

By  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  to  make  in  regard  to  the  situation  here 
as  it  affects  the  whites  have  you? — A.  Yes;  I  just  want  to  make  a 
brief  statement  and  give  my  full  sentiment  of  the  Indian  situation 
as  it  looks  to  me.  Now,  if  the  Indians  are  the  Government's  poor 
people  I  don't  see  why  they  should  expect  us  to  feed  them  and  take 
care  of  them,  especially  when  they  are  sick.  The  Indians  have  stayed 
here  long  enough  to  become  citizens  and  they  are  asking  aid  from  us. 
Now,  it  is  manifestly  unfair  to  expect  us  to  take  care  of  and  support 
these  people  who  pay  no  taxes.  We  feel  that  they  are  wards  of  the 
Government  and  that  they  should  look  after  them;  they  can  cer- 
tainly afford  to  do  so  better  than  we  can  with  our  limited  resources. 
I  am  just  expressing  my  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  I  am 
sure  that  most  of  the  people  up  here  feel  the  same  way  about  it. 

Miss  Theresa  Gardner,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  You  are  Miss  Gardner? — A.  Theresa  Gardner. 

Q.  You  are  State  public  health  nurse? — A.  Yes;  I  have  been  here 
about  two  years  in  the  Indian  Service. 

Q.  Have  you  held  any  clinics  on  this  reservation  since  you  have 
been  here? — A.  There  was  a  general  clinic  held  on  the  reservation, 
that  was  before  my  time  here,  however.  There  were  about  130 
examined,  as  I  recall,  and  quite  a  few  active  cases  were  found,  I  am 
told.  A  clinic  has  not  been  held  since  I  have  been  here  and  I  have 
not  urged  one  because  there  are  no  new  cases. 

Q.  Do  you  experience  any  difficulty  in  getting  T.  B.  cases  admitted 
to  sanitariums? — A.  We  have  been  fairly  successful  in  getting  them 
admitted  to  the  Government  sanitariums  but  it  is  hard  to  get  them 
to  go,  and  quite  often  they  come  back  after  they  have  been  there  a 
short  time. 

Q.  Do  the  sanitariums  send  them  back? — A.  No;  but  it  seems  they 
do  not  want  to  stay  there. 

Q.  How  many  cases  of  T.  B.  on  the  reservation  now  that  you  know 
of? — A.  I  have  a  report  here  of  17  active  cases,  and  14  of  those  have 
refused  hospital  care.  A  number  of  those,  however,  have  been  in 
sanitariums  and  know  how  to  care  for  themselves.  When  we  have 
a  new  active  case  we  always  instruct  them  how  to  take  care  of 
themselves. 

Q.  How  many  new  cases  are  there? — A.  I  figure  we  have  about  10. 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES     2017 

Q.  Do  you  feel  that  tuberculosis  is  on  the  increase  among  the 
Indians? — A.  Tuberculosis,  I  believe,  is  the  chief  menace  to  the 
Indians  on  the  reservation,  and  in  order  to  properly  take  care  of  the 
situation  we  should  have  a  tubercular  hospital  here  to  take  care  of 
them.  We  have  several  children  now  getting  preventive  treatment 
who  have  become  affected  from  the  adults  in  the  home. 

Q.  Have  you  held  any  V.  D.  clinics  on  this  reservation? — A.  Not 
since  I  have  been  here.  Whether  or  not  any  were  held  prior  to  that 
time  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  you  taken  any  Wassermann  tests  since  you  have  been 
here? — A.  During  the  past  few  months  I  have  taken  several  at  the 
request  of  Doctor  Herbert,  and  at  the  school  I  believe  161  Wasser- 
mann tests  were  taken.  Out  of  61  adults  on  the  reservation,  how- 
ever, I  found  only  3  active  cases.  People  who  thought  they  knew 
and  who  claim  to  be  familiar  \\dth  the  situation  tell  me  there  is 
around  60  per  cent  venereal  on  the  reservation.  I  am  not  familiar 
enough  with  conditions  to  say  as  to  whether  this  is  a  correct  figure 
or  not.  I  would  be  inclined  to  question  the  figure,  however,  as  I  have 
not  found  very  many  suspects. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  so  much  tuberculosis  among  the 
Indians? — A.  I  feel  that  the  chief  cause  is  undernourishment  and 
overstimulation;  the  housing  conditions  are  bad  also,  houses  are 
poorly  ventilated  and  lighted,  conditions  are  crowded;  many  people 
living  in  a  small  home;  houses  are  built  on  the  ground  and  no  air 
space  underneath,  and  in  the  \vdnter  time  several  families  crowd 
into  one  house  to  save  fuel. 

Q.  You  try  to  educate  these  Indians  as  to  proper  health  matters,^ 
do  you  not? — A.  Yes;  but  health  education  is  a  slow  process  as 
these  people  have  not  very  much  to  do  with,  we  feel  however,  that 
we  are  making  some  headway. 

The  children  are  not  in  school  the  year  round  and  when  they  go 
back  home  after  learning  and  forming  health  habits  the  influences 
in  the  home  are  not  such  as  to  encourage  them  to  continue,  the  sisters 
and  teachers  in  the  school  however  have  tried  to  teach  them  proper 
health  habits  and  encourage  them  to  continue  them  after  they  leave 
school.  Another  bad  feature  of  the  tuberculosis  situation  is  that  in 
many  cases  a  child  will  get  T.  B.  germs  in  their  body  and  the  case 
does  not  become  active  until  later  in  life. 

Q.  The  hospital  to  be  constructed  here  will  that  take  care  of  the 
situation  so  that  all  the  Indians  may  receive  proper  medical  treat- 
ment when  they  are  sick? — A.  In  my  opinion  the  hospital  will  not  be 
sufficient  to  take  care  of  all  the  Indians  on  the  reservation.  I  am 
considering  all  of  the  Indians  because  I  do  not  know  how  many  have 
certificates  of  competency  and  how  many  have  not,  but  considering 
all  the  Indians  and  the  school  children  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
proposed  hospital  will  be  large  enough,  not  if  all  the  Indians  who 
need  hospital  care  will  accept  it.  Many  of  the  Indians  refuse  to  go  to 
a  hospital  because  they  are  not  as  yet  properly  educated  along  health 
lines,  when  they  are  educated  along  this  fine  and  are  able  to  appreciate 
what  we  are  trying  to  do  for  them  I  believe  will  have  no  more  trouble 
along  that  line. 

Q.  Is  there  considerable  fiquor  on  this  reservation? — A.  Yes;  there 
is  a  lot  of  drinking  going  on  on  the  reservation,  but  I  don't  know  what 
efforts  have  been  made  or  are  being  made  to  suppress  it  or  what 
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authority  there  is.  My  efforts  are  confined  usually  to  health  work 
and  I  don't  know  much  of  what  is  being  done  in  regard  to  the  liquor 
situation.  As  long  as  the  Government  has  so  far  failed  to  suppress 
the  liquor  traffic  among  the  whites  I  don't  know  how  successful  they 
will  be  in  keeping  it  away  from  the  Indians. 

Q.  Oleomargarine  is  used  in  place  of  butter  in  the  boarding  schools 
I  understand? — A.  Yes,  it  is  used  exclusively  in  the  Government 
boarding  schools  but  the  State  of  Wisconsin  forbids  its  use  in  any  of 
the  State  institutions.  Oleomargarine  is  composed  of  animal  fats  and 
the  children  do  not  get  the  necessary  vitamins  and  it  has  not  the 
nourishment  of  butterfat. 

Q.  How  do  you  find  health  conditions  among  the  children  in  the 
boarding  schools,  and  do  you  feel  that  they  are  being  properly  taken 
care  of? — A.  Their  health  is  good  and  I  believe  they  are  pretty  well 
taken  care  of  so  far  as  health  conditions  are  concerned.  I  feel,  however, 
that  any  institution  is  a  mighty  poor  substitute  for  a  home,  a  good 
home,  as  I  believe  parents  can  take  better  care  of  their  children  than 
any  institution  can.  In  my  opinion,  parents  should  control  their 
children  and  the  State  law  enforced  as  to  their  education,  but  if 
conditions  are  such  that  the  parents  have  not  the  proper  home  en- 
vironment or  refuse  to  send  their  children  to  the  public  schools,  then 
I  believe  they  should  be  sent  to  the  boarding  schools  and  remain  there 
until  such  time  as  the  parents  are  able  to  properly  look  after  them. 

I  entered  upon  my  work  as  State  nurse  for  the  Indian  on  the  Lac  Courte 
O'Reille  Reservation  in  October,  1927. 

There  are  four  public  schools  and  one  mission  school  on  the  reservation.  I 
also  visited  the  Courte  O'Reille  school,  as  several  Indians  attended  there. 

I  weighed  and  measured  and  examined  the  children  and  sent  home  notices  of 
defects  found;  also  the  State  board  of  health  leaflet  on  health  habits  and  diet. 

I  visited  many  homes  and  advised  parents  and  in  most  instances  was  wel- 
comed. 

I  gave  health  talks  in  the  school  and  have  had  the  cooperation  of  the  teachers 
and  sisters,  all  of  whom  have  tried  to  improve  health  habits. 

1  also  examined  the  children  in  the  Hayward  Government  School. 

The  preschool  children  and  school  children  are  undernourished  and  improperly 
fed. 

They  have  few  vegetables  and  little  milk  in  their  diet,  and  the  use  of  snufif  and 
tobacco  is  begun  at  an  early  age. 

Toxin — antitoxin. — May,  1928,  schools  were  used  as  health  centers  and  Dr. 
L.  L.  Gulp  immunized  the  preschool  and  school  children  against  diphtheria. 
A  signed  consent  was  necessary  if  parent  was  not  present  before  a  child  was  treated. 
Some  communities  were  100  per  cent.  The  total  taking  the  immunization  was 
375,  showing  that  some  of  the  educational  work  had  fallen  upon  fertile  soil. 

White  children  in  the  schools  were  given  the  same  privilege  as  the  Indian 
child. 

Tonsils. — At  this  time  Doctor  Gulp  examined  the  throats  of  all  of  the  school 
children  and  made  recommendations  for  tonsilectomies,  after  parents  consent 
was  obtained. 

The  children  were  transported  to  the  Government  School  Hospital,  where 
Doctor  Gulp  operated. 

Thirty  tonsilectomies  were  performed,  the  State  nurse  remaining  24  hours  with 
the  children  iu  the  hospital. 

Vaccination. — Doctor  Gulp  returned  in  September,  1928,  for  a  few  more  ton- 
silectomies and  vaccinations. 

No  preschool  children  came  for  vaccination,  although  notified.  (I  did  not 
make  home  calls  before  the  doctor's  visit  this  time.) 

Dental  clinic. — November,  1928,  Doctor  Kagey,  a  Government  dentist,  held 
dental  clinics  in  three  places  on  the  reservation,  lasting  three  weeks,  for  school 
children  and  adults.  One  hundred  and  twenty-one  children  and  101  adults 
attended. 
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His  report  shows  a  saving,  not  counting  transportation,  of  $1,020  to  the  In- 
dians. 

Many  adults  needing  dental  care  did  not  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity. 

Poor  nutrition  produces  poor  teeth.  Cod-liver  oil  was  furnished  all  under- 
weights who  desired  it. 

Milk  lunch. — A  donation  of  $125  from  the  Wisconsin  State  Council  of  Catholic 
Women's  Organization  and  a  few  smaller  donations  made  it  possible  to  give  a 
pint  of  fresh  milk  daily  to  each  school  child  in  three  of  the  schools  and  malted- 
milk  tablets  in  the  other  schools  where  fresh  milk  was  not  available,  Januarv 
to  May,  1929. 

A  course  of  infant-hygiene  lessons  has  been  taught  to  the  older  girls  in  two  of 
the  schools. 

Wassermann  tests. — I  assisted  Doctor  Larson,  the  contract  doctor  for  the  Haw- 
ward  Government  School,  when  he  made  161  Wassermann  tests  on  161  school 
children. 

All  but  five  were  negative  and  these  five  were  given  treatment. 

Cripples. — One  neglected,  crippled  child  was  taken  into  the  Government 
school  at  Hayward  for  examination  and  observation  and  later  sent  to  a  Govern- 
ment institution. 

Summary. — The  school  examinations  and  the  clinic  service  resulting  from  these 
examinations,  I  think,  has  been  the  most  valuable  part  of  my  work  the  past  two 
years.  A 

CONTROL    OF    CONTAGION 

Chicken  pox. — In  1928  many  children  at  Reserve  had  chicken  pox  and  all 
exposed  before  I  knew  it.  No  bad  results.  In  1929  same  was  true  at  West 
Fork.     One  case  of  bad  eye  infection  followed  but  end  results  were  good. 

Measles.' — Measles  were  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reservation  from  fall  of  1928  but 
not  on  the  reservation  until  the  opening  of  the  roads  in  the  spring  of  1929.  Many 
cases  of  measles  resulted  with  bronchial  complications  and  a  few  had  pneumonia 
following.  No  deaths.  Placarded  houses  at  the  beginning  but  disease  spread 
too  rapidly  to  placard. 

Diphtheria. — Only  two  families;  1  case  I  cultured.  Telegraphed  report  from 
laboratory  positive.  Town  clerk  notified  and  doctor  immediately  sent  to  give 
antitoxin  to  all  children  in  family.  Disease  was  confined  to  that  one  family. 
Also  one  adult  case;  the  doctor  gave  antitoxin  to  entire  family.  The  disease 
was  confined  to  that  one  family. 

Flu. — Affected  the  children  in  greater  number,  and  more  severeh^  than  the 
adults.  November  and  December,  1928,  we  had  a  few  severe  flu-pneumonia 
cases  in  adults  with  one  death. 

January,  1929,  there  were  many  severe  flu  cases  among  the  adults,  the  children 
with  few  exceptions  taking  it  much  fighter  this  year. 

Those  patients  who  went  to  bed  at  the  beginning  of  the  disease  and  stayed 
there  as  directed  came  through  but  those  who  tried  to  fight  it  out  on  their  feet 
succumbed  to  pneumonia  (as  they  did  elsewhere). 

Tuberculosis. — From  my  observation  tuberculosis  is  the  chief  menace  on  the 
reservation. 

Childhood  contact,  undernourishment,  overstimulation,  and  exposure  when 
overstimulated  makes  many  an  Indian  a  victim  to  the  disease  which  they  have 
little  power  to  resist. 

Little  can  be  done  at  home  for  the  cure  of  T.  B.  There  are  several  cases  where 
a  little  child  has  T.  B.  in  homes  where  adults  have  refused  sanatorium  care. 

Venereal  diseases. — I  have  not  come  in  contact  with  many  cases  I  would  sus- 
pect were  venereal  and  feel  that  cases  should  not  be  classed  as  such  without 
laboratory  tests.  Laboratory  tests  have  been  made  on  the  blood  of  67  adults 
recently  with  finding  of  three  positive  cases. 

Trachoma. — Doctor  Culp  in  September,  1928,  checked  up  on  trachoma  and 
found  only  three  cases  which  were  operated  upon  and  given  follow-up  treatment. 

Morals. — The  Indian  has  little  respect  for  law  and  order,  and  the  Government 
employees  are  not  backed  by  the  county  authorities  in  preserving  order  and 
checking  crime. 

Many  weak-minded  Indian  women  have  several  illegitimate  children  whom 
they  can  not  support  and  can  not  be  certain  who  the  fathers  are  so  they  can  be 
compelled  to  support  the  children.  Frequently  the  fathers  are  white  men. 
These  unfortunate  children  must  be  cared  for  and  are  a  heavy  expense  to  the 
Government  and  county  and  the  fault  does  not  rest  wholly  with  the  woman. 
The  father  and  the  communitv  should  share  the  blame  and  burden. 
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Needs. — Hospital  beds  enough  to  accommodate  acute  cases  of  illness  that  can  not 
be  cared  for  at  home;  more  medical  service  so  all  can  have  a  thorougli  free  exami- 
nation with  laboratory  tests;  preventorium  in  Wisconsin  for  underweight 
children  who  are  T.  B.  contacts  and  have  failed  to  gain  at  home;  compulsory 
commitment  of  T.  B.  cases  who  are  a  menace  to  the  community  in  Wisconsin 
sanitoriums;  nutrition  classes  in  boarding  schools;  milk  lunches  in  reservation 
schools  or  institutions;  a  home  for  the  aged  Indians  who  have  no  one  to  care  for 
them  or  no  one  who  does  care  for  them  properly;  in  the  summer  let  them  live  in 
teepees  on  the  grounds;  punish  the  criminals;  work  for  the  able-bodied. 

Education. — Education  should  begin  in  the  home.  Parents  should  share  with 
the  school  the  daily  responsibilities  of  training  the  children.  Institutional 
education  for  those  who  fail  to  conform  to  the  law.  Truancy  is  unheeded  on  the 
reservation  and  children  absent  themselves  from  tlie  day  schools  and  run  away 
from  the  Government  school  and  remain  at  home  without  going  to  any  school 
If  parents  can  not  control  their  children  they  should  be  committed  by  court  to 
some  school  for  the  entire  year  or  period  of  years  and  not  sent  back  to  the  reser- 
vation to  roam  at  will  for  three  months  during  the  summer. 

The  children  should  be  in  school,  while  in  boarding  schools,  full  time. 

The  industrial  work  planned  to  fit  the  needs  of  the  child  rather  than]^labor  to 
get  the  job  done. 

Miss  Teresa  Gardner, 
/'  Public  Health  Nurse,  Reserve,  Wis. 

Dr.  G.  A.  Larson,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Dr.  G.  A.  Larson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  the  physician  here  for  the  Indian  school? — A.  Con- 
tract physician,  yes. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position? — A.  About  11  years. 

Q.  How  does  the  health  of  these  children  at  the  boarding  school 
compare  with  that  of  the  white  children? — A.  I  do  not  consider  that 
the  health  of  the  Indian  children  is  equal  to  that  of  the  white,  but 
every  year  I  can  notice  some  improvement. 

Q.  Are  these  children  attending  the  boarding  school  given  a 
periodical  physical  examination? — A.  I  examine  all  the  children  at 
the  beginning  of  every  year  and  always  at  the  end  of  the  first  semester, 
so  that  they  have  a  good  physical  examination  twice  a  year.  We 
always  find  a  large  percentage  of  skin  diseases  which  we  succeed  in 
cleaning  up  during  the  year  and  we  always  get  a  batch  the  following 
year. 

Q.  Do  you  supervise  the  diet  at  the  school? — A.  No,  I  do  not, 
although  occasionally  they  ask  me  to  look  over  and  inspect  condi- 
tions in  the  dining  room.  The  children  are  well  taken  care  of  and 
most  of  them  gain  weight  while  hi  school. 

Q.  The  school  here  is  operated  on  the  industrial  plan,  that  is,  they 
work  half  a  day  and  attend  school  the  other  half? — A.  Yes,  and  I 
consider  that  an  advantage  because  if  there  is  one  thing  that  the 
Indian  needs  to  learn  it  is  industry.  We  had  several  epidemics  at 
the  school  this  year,  mumps,  measles  and  flu,  some  of  the  measles  and 
flu  cases  developed  pneumonia  but  there  were  no  deaths. 

Q.  How  about  the  sanitary  conditions  at  the  school? — A.  They 
are  fairly  good. 

Q.  How  do  they  compare  with  State  institutions? — A.  I  could  not 
say  as  to  that,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  of  the  State  institu- 
tions. Of  course,  you  understand,  there  is  room  for  improvement. 
I  have  never  seen  one  yet  that  could  not  be  improved. 
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Q,  In  what  way? — A.  Well,  for  one  thing,  the  toilet  in  the  boiler 
room  should  be  removed,  they  improved  that  within  the  last  year 
and  it  is  in  fairly  good  shape  now,  but  T  believe  it  should  be  removed. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 
Q.  How  about  the  water  supply  at  the  school? — A.  They  have  an 
excellent  water  supply  and  the  water  is  as  good  as  any  you  will  find 
in  northern  Wisconsin. 

By  Senator  Frazier  : 
Q.  How  about  the  food  at  the  boarding  school? — A.  The  children 
are  pretty  well  fed,  better  than  most  of  them  get  in  their  homes,  and 
the  ventilation  in  the  school  buildings  is  good. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Hazelton,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Dr.  W.  A.  Hazelton? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  practicing  physician  here  in  Hayward? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  not  connected  with  the  Indian  Service? — A.  No,  but  I 
go  on  the  reservation  on  call,  in  fact  I  do  a  great  deal  of  medical  work 
on  the  reservation. 

Q.  How  do  you  find  the  situation  with  reference  to  T.  B.  among 
the  Indians  here.  Doctor ?^ — A.  I  find  that  tuberculosis  is  very  preva- 
lent among  the  Indians  and  I  beUeve  a  place  should  be  provided  and 
measures  taken  whereby  they  could  be  taken  to  a  properly  equipped 
sanitarium  and  isolated.  Many  of  the  Indians  object  to  leaving  home 
for  treatment  and  secrete  themselves  until  they  are  in  such  an  advanced 
state  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  do  anything  for  them.  In  my 
opinion  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  have  a  State  sanitarium  in 
Wisconsin  for  the  treatment  of  tubercular  Indians.  I  believe  that  a 
great  many  lives  could  be  saved  if  people  having  active  T.  B.  were 
removed  from  their  homes  before  they  had  exposed  other  members  of 
their  family  and  relatives.  In  other  words,  lack  of  isolation  is  a  very 
important  factor  in  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Another  factor  con- 
tributing is  the  housing  situation — often  you  will  find  a  tubercular 
patient,  perhaps  two,  living  in  a  1-room  house  with  other  members 
of  the  family.  In  fact,  I  have  seen  as  high  as  four  families  Hving  in 
one  house  where  they  had  one  room  upstairs  and  one  down — I  don't 
know  what  they  did  with,  the  children. 

Q.  Do  you  experience  any  difficulty  in  getting  Indians  admitted  to 
Government  or  State  institutions  for  treatment  of  T.  B.? — A.  We 
have  not  been  very  successful  in  getting  Indians  admitted  to  State 
institutions.  Our  county  ofiicials  are  willing  but  it  is  hard  to  find  a 
place  for  them. 

Q.  Have  you  tried  to  get  them  admitted  at  Toledo,  Iowa,  also? — 
A.  Yes;  we  find  that  many  Indians  in  an  advanced  stage  want  to  get 
there,  but  their  capacity  is  limited  and  I  understand  they  are  filled 
up  nearly  all  the  time.  We  run  up  against  this  situation  also,  many 
of  the  Indians  do  not  want  to  go  so  far  from  home  and  be  separated 
from  their  famifies  for  such  a  great  length  of  time.  If  we  had  an  insti- 
tution here  where  we  could  send  them,  I  believe  we  could  get  more 
of  them  to  go  and  take  treatment. 
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There  are  a  great  many  cases  of  pneumonia  among  the  Indians  and 
in  the  majority  of  cases  before  we  get  through  we  take  a  tubercular 
test  and  one  for  venereal  diseases,  which  keeps  cropping  out  persistently 
particularly  among  children  and  it  is  very  hard  to  determine  unless 
you  just  happen  to  run  onto  it  and  get  the  data  to  go  on  as  most  of 
them  will  avoid  having  venereal  disease  discovered  until  we  suddently 
run  onto  it.  It  is  hard  to  do  anything  with  these  kinds  of  cases  as 
they  are  inclined  to  be  suspicious  and  unless  a  person  is  well  acquainted 
with  them  and  their  confidence  is  established  they  will  not  report  or 
admit  anything;  they  seem  to  be  afraid  to  tell  and  there  seems  to 
be  an  atmosphere  of  fear.  To  ahenate  the  V.  D.  condition  I  would 
recommend  that  the  Government  have  a  responsible  official  on  the 
ground — we  had  a  Mr.  Miller  here  for  a  time ;  he  was  a  very  able  man 
and  very  often  reported  suspected  cases;  he  was  the  constable  at 
Reserve,  and  through  his  efforts  we  found  lots  of  cases  that  otherwise 
we  probably  would  have  known  nothing  about  as  we  did  not  come 
in  contact  with  them.  Since  we  have  had  the  nurse  there  she  has 
cooperated  as  much  as  she  could  but  it  is  only  incidentally  that  she 
runs  on  to  cases  of  this  kind. 

To  my  mind  the  first  problem  to  solve  with  regard  to  the  T.  B. 
situation  is  the  housing  condition.  One  or  more  families  are  living 
together  in  a  small  house  under  impoverished  conditions.  There  is  a 
lack  of  work  for  the  Indians,  many  of  them  I  feel  are  willing  to  work 
if  they  could  find  something  to  do.  In  order  to  find  work  they  have 
to  leave  home  which  leaves  the  family  in  straightened  circumstances. 
There  should  be  some  provision  made  whereby  these  young  Indians 
particularly  could  be  given  an  opportunity  to  work  and  put  in  touch 
with  such  work  as  they  could  do.  There  is  nothing  for  them  here — 
they  try  to  hunt  and  fish  some  but  that  is  a  thing  of  the  past  and  the 
bulk  of  them  are  helpless  except  a  few  who  have  incentive  enough  to 
solve  their  own  problem,  get  away  and  settle  down,  but  the  most  of 
them  are  resigned  to  their  fate  apparently  and  have  lost  their  incentive 
and  do  not  know  what  to  do.  For  time  there  was  work  for  them  in 
the  mills,  but  they  are  practically  a  thing  of  the  past  and  they  have 
to  go  further  and  further  away  to  seek  for  work. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Don't  you  think  there  should  be  some  kind  of  an  employment 
agency  to  place  these  young  fellows  in  touch  with  jobs  that  they  can 
handle? — A.  Yes,  I  believe  that  to  be  a  very  good  plan  and  when 
their  application  was  filed  each  case  could  be  solved  individually. 

Q.  If  these  people  were  given  a  chance  to  work  and. develop  their 
native  ability,  do  you  think  that  they  would  work? — A.  Yes,  I  am 
sure  that  a  lot  of  them  would  be  only  too  glad  to  have  the  chance. 

Q.  How  does  tlje  average  Indian  boy  compare  with  the  average 
white  boy  in  so  far  as  ability  is  concerned? — A.  The  Indian  boy 
placed  alongside  of  the  white  boy  of  course  realizes  that  he  is  unable 
to  compete  on  an  equal  basis;  that  is  due  to  some  extent,  I  believe, 
to  their  lack  of  education  and  their  environment.  The  Indian  of 
course,  with  a  sixth-grade  education  can  not  be  expected  to  compete 
with  a  white  child  whose  educational  advantages  in  most  cases  are 
a  great  deal  better. 

Q.  You  believe  the  Indians  should  be  given  a  better  education? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  believe  that  vocational-training  education  would  be  a 
good  thing  for  these  Indians? — A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  Educating  them  for  carpenters,  mechanics,  and  things  of  that 
sort  would  be  a  good  thing  for  them? — A.  Yes,  because  I  believe 
many  of  the  Indians  are  mechanically  inclined,  and  vocational  train- 
ing along  the  hues  for  which  they  show  an  aptitude  would,  in  my 
opinion,  go  a  long  ways  toward  solving  the  Indian  problem. 

Father  Phillip  Gordon,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  You  may  state  your  name. — A.  Father  Philip  Gordon,  of 
Reserve,  Wis. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  health  conditions  and  economic 
condition  of  the  Indians  here? — A.  I  have  been  a  missionary  priest 
on  this  reservation  for  the  past  four  years  with  headquarters  at 
Reserve.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  contact  with  the  Indians  and 
have  visited  them  in  their  homes  and  am  more  or  less  familiar  with 
the  conditions  under  which  they  live.  I  have  listened  to  the  testi- 
mony here  to-day  with  reference  to  the  health  and  economic  conditions 
of  the  Indians,  and  I  believe  that  the  health  of  the  Indians  has  been 
very  much  neglected.  I  w^ould  like  to  see  a  Government  hospital  on 
the  Court  O'Reille  Reservation  with  a  competent  medical  and  nursing 
staff. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  license  granted  to  the  Northern 
States  Power  Co.  and  their  dealings  with  the  Indians? — A.  That 
was  a  matter  I  wished  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  committee. 
It  appears  that  when  negotiations  were  in  progress  prior  to  the 
granting  of  this  license  to  the  Northern  States  Power  Co.  by  the 
Federal  Power  Commission  that  certain  promises  were  made  to  the 
Indians  which  have  never  been  fulfilled.  The  Indians  were  assembled 
in  council  on  several  different  occasions  and  at  which  time  they  asked 
that  certain  provisions  be  incorporated  in  the  license.  Mr.  R.  C. 
Crary,  who  was  superintendent  here  at  the  time,  said  that  it  would 
be  sufficient  if  they  were  included  in  the  minutes  of  the  council; 
that  the  minutes  of  the  council  would  be  filed  and  the  provisions 
fulfilled.  Some  time  after  the  license  w^as  granted  and  it  was  found 
that  there  were  a  good  many  things  asked  for  by  the  Indians  which 
were  not  included  in  the  license,  the  Indians  were  given  to  understand 
that  they  w^ould  be  included,  but  they  were  omitted  either  inten- 
tionally or  otherwise,  and  some  of  the  provisions  that  have  been 
included  have  not  been  fulfilled  yet.  One  of  the  things  provided 
in  the  license  was  that  the  reservoir  would  be  properly  stocked  with 
fish  by  the  company.  They  have  been  in  operation  for  five  years 
now  and  nothing  was  done  until  recently  when  the  matter  was  again 
taken  up  with  them  and  they  again  promised  to  stock  the  reservoir. 
So  far  as  I  know,  however,  nothing  has  as  yet  been  done. 

Q.  According  to  the  license  as  I  understand  the  company  were  also 
to  build  a  beach  for  the  Indians? — A.  Yes;  they  were  to  expend  $500 
for  clearing  a  beach  at  the  new  post  village.  That  money  I  under- 
stand was  turned  over  to  the  tribal  fund  and  nothing  has  as  yet  been 
done  toward  clearing  a  beach  for  them. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  roads  that  were  destroyed  by  the 
construction  of  the  reservoir  and  whether  or  not  new  roads  have  been 


2024      SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 

constructed  by  the  power  company  to  take  the  place  of  those 
destroyed? — A.  The  company  were  to  provide  new  roads  to  take  the 
place  of  those  which  were  destroyed.  Winter,  Wis.,  has  been  the 
regular  trading  post  of  these  Indians  for  years  and  a  new  road  was  to 
to  be  built  from  the  new  post  to  Winter,  but  that  has  never  been  done. 
In  place  of  constructing  three  new  roads  as  they  had  agreed  to  do, 
the  power  company  constructed  a  road  but  the  nearest  point  was  6 
miles  from  the  new  village  and  repaired  the  old  Post-Reserve  Road 
which  has  always  been  in  bad  condition.  The  bridge  which  they 
constructed,  however,  was  shortly  afterwards  condemned  by  the  town 
officials,  the  road  is  unfit  for  automobile  traffic  the  greater  part  of 
the  year  and  at  times  it  is  almost  impassable  with  a  team  and  wagon. 
This  is  the  road  which  was  given  the  Indians  to  take  the  place  of  the 
good  road  they  formerly  had  from  the  post  to  Winter,  their  trading 
point.  They  also  had  a  good  road  from  the  post  to  Hay  ward.  The 
power  company  have  never  built  the  road  from  the  new  post  to  Winter 
but  the  town  of  Hunter  has  since  provided  a  road  from  the  post  to  the 
main  road  to  Hayward  and  that  is  the  only  good  road  we  have  now  to 
the  Indian  \nllage.  The  distance  from  the  new  post  to  Hayward  is 
2  or  3  miles  longer  than  from  the  old  post  to  Winter.  Recently,  I 
understand,  the  power  company  have  offered  the  town  of  Hunter  the 
sum  of  $9,000  if  they  would  declare  a  portion  of  the  Post-Reserve 
Road  a  town  road  and  assume  all  obligations  of  repair  and  upkeep 
and  construct  a  bridge  in  place  of  the  unsafe  one  built  by  the  com- 
pany and  if  this  is  done  it  wdll  be  a  great  help  to  the  Indians.  I  have 
a  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Glavis  w^hich  I  w^ould  like  to  have 
inserted  in  the  record,  that  was  the  first  complaint  in  regard  to  the 
roads  and  also  in  regard  to  some  other  matters  wher.ein  the  power 
company  have  not  fulfilled  their  agreements  with  the  Indians. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  removal  of  the  bodies  from  the 
old  graveyard? — A.  That  is  a  very  complicated  situation.  Very  few^ 
of  the  bodies  have  been  removed.  You  understand  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  sentiment  attached  to  this.  The  Indians  have  lived  here  for 
perhaps  150  years  and  there  must  be  several  hundred  graves  and  no 
doubt  a  large  number  of  them  could  not  be  identified  because  their 
relations  have  long  since  scattered  and  died.  I  can  say  this  from 
personal  observation — standing  in  a  spot  with  Chequa,  the  old  chief, 
we  counted  19  graves  of  relatives  of  his  wife.  While  negotiations 
were  pending  for  the  removal  of  some  of  these  bodies  water  was  let 
into  the  reservoir.  Such  a  heartless  proceeding  can  not  be  measured 
in  a  monetary  value.  The  bishop  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  matter 
of  the  Catholic  graves  and  their  removal  was  one  to  be  settled  between 
the  power  company  and  the  Indians  next  of  kin.  The  cemetery 
property  originally  was  patented  to  the  diocese  of  Superior  about  the 
time  the  power  company  secured  flowage  rights  to  the  property  in 
question.  The  power  company  took  the  stand,  however,  that  all  the 
graves  on  this  Catholic  property  should  be  attended  to  by  the  bishop ; 
the  Government,  it  seems,  did  not  wish  to  take  part  in  the  contro- 
versy. During  the  pendency  of  the  negotiations  referred  to  the  water 
rose  and  a  good  many  of  the  agraves  were  flooded.  The  Indians 
tried  through  various  channels  to  get  these  matters  adjusted,  but 
could  get  no  relief  through  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  or  the 
Indian  Office  and  it  was  finally  decided  to  employ  an  attorney  to 
look  after  their  interests.     An  attorney  by  the  name  of  Oliver  M. 
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Olson,  at  that  time  located  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  was  employed  and 
paid  a  retainer  fee  of  $150  to  institute  suit  against  the  Northern 
States  Power  Co.  This  attorney  secured  all  of  the  correspondence 
that  passed  between  us  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
letters  to  the  bishop;  his  answers,  letters  to  the  Northern  States 
Power  Co.,  and  in  fact,  our  entire  file  with  reference  to  this  matter. 
After  fruitless  efforts,  including  kind  solicitations  and  threats  for  the 
return  of  this  correspondence,  he  finally  returned  some  of  the  docu- 
ments that  were  with  our  letters  at  the  request  of  the  Indian  agent  at 
Hayward,  but  the  bulk  of  our  correspondence  is  still  in  his  possession. 
Mr.  Olson  has  taken  a  very  mean  attitude  in  the  matter  and  has 
answered  us  in  terms  of  insult  and  slander.  I  went  to  visit  him 
personally  with  the  request  that  he  return  my  records,  but  so  far  I 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  them. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Where  is  Attorney  Olson  now? — A.  He  is  present  here,  or  was 
five  minutes  ago,  in  this  room,  and  I  would  like  to  have  him  return 
my  correspondence.  His  office  was  formerly  in  the  Garrick  Build- 
ing, Chicago,  but  he  is  now  located,  I  believe,  at  Wheaton,  lU.  The 
Indians  would  like  some  help  as  all  means,  even  legal  means,  seem  to 
fail.  Many  of  the  Indians  also  have  a  specific  complaint  about  the 
method  pursued  at  the  time  the  water  rose,  many  were  flooded  out 
and  they  only  had  one  or  two  days  to  move  in.  In  some  cases  rafts 
were  used  to  remove  their  household  goods  to  the  new  post,  the 
weather  was  bad  and  a  great  deal  of  suffering  was  caused  by  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  homes  constructed  on  the  new  site  were  not  ready 
for  occupancy  and  many  were  without  shelter  for  several  days.  The 
Indians  were  notified  that  the  dam  was  to  be  closed  but  they  were 
not  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  water  would  rise  so  rapidly  and  they 
were  wholly  unprepared  to  move  on  such  short  notice. 

Q.  How  do  the  type  of  houses  constructed  on  the  site  of  the  new 
post  compare  with  those  on  the  site  of  the  old  post? — A.  As  a  general 
thing  they  are  better  than  at  the  old  post.  One  more  thing  I  would 
like  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  this  committee  and  that  is  the  plight 
of  a  band  of  Indians  in  Price  County.  They  are  the  remnants  of  the 
St.  Croix  band  who  belong  to  this  agency  and  they  are  in  a  bad 
situation.  Something  should  be  done  for  them  in  the  way  of  providing^ 
aid  for  the  old  and  indigent  Indian^  and  some  means  provided  so 
that  they  could  obtain  hospital  treatment.  There  is  a  gentleman 
here  to-day  who  is  more  familiar  with  that  situation  than  I  am  and 
he  \\ill  be  glad  to  lay  it  before  you. 

St.  Patrick's  Church, 
Ceniuria,  Wis.,  September  6,  1928. 
Mr.  Louis  R.  Glavis, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Glavis:  Pardon  me  for  my  tardiness  in  writing  you  relative  to 
the  prospective  visit  of  the  Senate  committee  to  Sawyer  County,  Wis.,  in  its 
investigation  of  Indian  Affairs.  I  have  been  somewhat  delayed  in  writing  by  the 
fact  that  I  wanted  to  visit  the  Indians  at  Post  once  more  before  writing  and  this- 
I  was  unable  to  do  until  last  week. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  outstanding  complaints  of  the  Indians: 

1.  The  Northern  States  Power  Co.  operating  under  a  hcense  granted  by  the 
Federal  Power  Commission  has  failed  to  date  to  live  up  to  the  conditions  of  the 
license  as  understood  by  the  Indians. 

The  Indians  claim  that  in  arranging  the  conditions  under  which  the  Power  Co. 
should  operate,  many  specific  items  were  mentioned  and  agreed   upon.     Indian 
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Agent  R.  H.  Craige,  then  in  charge  of  the  Hayward  Agency  promised  the  Indians 
tlmt  all  specific  items  would  be  incorporated  in  the  license  provisions.  When 
the  Indians  in  council  at  Post  asked  that  he  put  the  items  in  writing,  Mr.  Craige 
said  that  the  minutes  of  the  various  councils  would  show  what  was  agreed  upon. 
Subsequently,  the  Indians  asked  for  the  minutes  of  the  council  and  the  present 
Indian  agent,  J.  P.  Ryder  has  declared  that  the  minutes  can  not  be  found  in  his 
office. 

Aside  from  these  items  which  were  omitted  from  the  license,  the  Indians  declare 
that  they  can  show  where  the  provisions  of  the  license  have  been  violated  and 
some  left  entirely  unfilled,  the  Indian  Office  having  accepted  the  present  situation 
&s  satisfactory  and  given  the  Power  Co.  a  release. 

These  last  items  are: 

(g)  Roads  were  to  have  been  provided  to  take  the  place  of  those  destroyed 
by  the  reservoir.  These  roads  were  three  in  number.  Post  to  Hayward,  a  very 
good  road;  Post  to  Winter,  Wis.,  the  road  most  used  by  the  Indians;  Post  to 
Reserve,  road  always  in  bad  condition.  In  place  of  these  roads,  the  Power  Co. 
contracted  for  the  construction  of  a  new  road,  the  nearest  point  being  6  miles 
from  the  new  and  old  village  of  the  Indians,  and  repaired  the  Post-Reserve  Road. 
(The  bridge  then  constructed  was  shortly  afterwards  condemned  by  the  town 
officials.)  The  road  thus  repaired  has  ever  remained  the  worst  road  in  the  county 
and  was  the  only  road  provided  for  by  the  Power  Co.  The  town  of  Hunter  in 
the  course  of  time  provided  for  a  new  road  Post  to  the  main  road  to  Hayward  at~ 
pubhc  expense.  This  is  now  new  road  Post-Couderay,  since  opened,  the  only 
good  road  to  the  Indian  village.  The  road  Post  to  Winter,  Wis.,  has  never  been 
built.  Winter  was  the  regular  trading  point  for  these  Indians  until  the  construc- 
tion of  the  reservoir. 

Last  week,  the  Power  Co.  offered  the  town  of  Hunter  (wherein  the  Indian  village 
of  Post  is  located)  $9,000  if  the  town  would  take  a  portion  of  the  Post-Reserve 
and  declare  it  a  town  road  and  assume  all  obligations  in  the  repair  of  the  road, 
its  upkeep  and  the  construction  of  a  new  bridge  in  place  of  the  unsafe  one  built 
by  the  company.  This  arrangement,  if  consummated,  naturally  will  be  more 
satisfactory  to  the  Post  Indians. 

Relative  to  testimony  on  the  road  situation,  I  suggest  that  William  J.  DeBrot, 
supervisor  of  the  town  of  Hunter  and  an  Indian,  be  called.  From  him,  other 
witnesses'  names  could  be  secured.  Clarence  Wise,  banker,  of  Hayward,  Wis., 
is  familiar  with  the  construction  of  the  Hayward- Winter  Road  that  was  meant  to 
take  the  place  of  the  Hayward- Winter  Road  via  Post  before  the  flooding  by  the 
reservoir.  Mr.  Wise  incidentally  bought  up  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  adjacent 
to  the  new  road  known  as  the  Wise  Highway.  The  rural  route  postman  who 
operates  out  of  Couderay,  Wis.,  to  the  Indian  village  of  Post  is  familiar  with  the 
constant  wretched  condition  of  the  Reserve-Couderay-Post  Road. 

(5)  The  removal  of  graves. — This  complaint  is  very  acute.  The  license  pro- 
vided for  the  removal  of  all  graves  properly  identified.  The  facts  are  that  very 
few  graves  were  actually  removed  before  the  reservoir  rose  to  the  point  where 
the  graves  were  under  water.  After  the  water  rose  a  few  more  graves  were 
removed.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  hundreds  of  graves  that  could  have  been  removed 
were  not  removed.  Many  of  these  graves  were  clearly  identified  and  many 
were  marked.  Now  that  many  of  tji^m  have  been  under  water  three  or  four 
years,  it  will  be  impossible  either  to  identify  them  or  to  find  them. 

The  Power  Co.  made  a  feeble  attempt  to  remove  some  of  the  graves  just  about 
the  time  the  water  started  to  rise.  This  was  along  in  the  month  of  March  when 
there  was  snow  on  the  ground  in  depth  perhaps  2  or  3  feet.  Mr.  Henry  Thayer, 
Indian  policeman  at  Post,  was  one  of  a  party  that  attempted  to  locate  some  of 
these  many  graves  but  after  digging  fruitlessly  in  the  snow  for  a  day  or  so  gave 
up  the  job.  These  particular  graves  were  thereafter  flooded  with  no  other 
attempt  at  removal. 

Subsequently  the  Power  Co.  initiated  proceedings  to  pay  the  next  of  kin  of 
those  interred  in  the  flooded  waters  cash  in  lieu  of  removal.  Some  of  the  Indians 
signed  papers  releasing  the  Power  Co.  for  all  further  obligation  in  the  matter 
80  far  as  graves  in  Catholic  Church  are  concerned.  All  of  these  negotiations 
have  been  conducted  through  the  Indian  Agency  at  Hayward,  Wis.,  under  one 
or  other  of  the  three  or  four  different  superintendents  that  have  been  there  within 
the  past  five  years  or  so.  The  Power  Co.  has  invariably  paid  over  the  settle- 
ment money  to  the  Indian  agency. 

With  reference  to  the  Indian  graves  to  the  amount  of  about  250  to  300  that 
were  located  in  the  Catholic  cemetery,  various  and  distressing  comphcations 
arose  and  are  still  unsettled.     The  cemetery   property   was  patented  to  the 
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diocese  of  Superior  (the  Catholic  Church  organization)  just  about  the  time  the 
Power  Co.  had  secured  flowage  rights  to  the  identical  property,  a  restricted 
Indian  having  signed  both  deed  and  flowage  concession.  However,  the  Power 
Co.  apparently  took  the  stand  that  all  graves  on  this  Catholic  property  should  be 
attended  to  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  in  this  case  one  Right  Rev.  Joseph 
Pinten,  then  of  Superior,  Wis.,  but  now  bishop  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  whose 
address  is  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Bishop  Pinten  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  matter  of  the  Catholic  graves  was 
one  the  settlement  of  which  was  to  be  determined  solely  by  agreements  between 
the  Indians  next  of  kin  and  the  Power  Co.  The  Indian  Office  felt  that  it  had 
little  or  no  jurisdiction,  it  seemed,  from  its  policy  to  keep  aloof  in  this  particular 
matter. 

The  net  result  of  these  various  attitudes  was  that  the  Indians  got  nowhere 
in  efforts  to  obtain  relief.  Meantime,  the  water  rose  and  flooded  many  of  these 
Cathohc  graves.  (At  this  point,  I  exchanged  a  series  of  telegrams  with  the 
Indian  Office  in  trying  to  withhold  the  flooding  until  arrangements  to  move 
could  be  worked  out.  The  Indian  Office,  through  Commissioner  Burke,  replied 
that  there  was  no  question  of  injunction  thinkable  and  that  the  Indian  super- 
intendent locally  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  alleviate  difficulties,  or  to  help 
the  Indians. 

When  Bishop  Pinten  refused  .to  take  action  and  when  the  Indian  Office  did 
not  initiate  any  action  in  the  matter,  the  Indians  on  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  E.  P.  Wheeler,  of  Aurora,  111.,  invited  a  Mr.  Oliver  M.  Olson,  then  of  Chicago, 
to  arrange  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  undertaking  a  suit  in  the  matter.  Mr. 
Olson  came  to  Reserve,  Wis.,  at  which  point  I  was  then  located  as  Indian  mis- 
sionary and  after  a  conference  with  me  returned  to  Chicago.  Subsequently 
when  the  weather  and  roads  were  better  for  travel,  he  came  again  and  proceeded 
out  to  Post  where  he  met  the  Indians  of  that  portion  of  the  reservation  and 
signed  a  contract  with  them  to  commence  action  against  the  Northern  States 
Power  Co.  for  upwards  of  $250,000.  The  Indians  placed  the  value  of  $1,000 
on  each  flooded  grave.  Mr.  Olson  w^as  given  a  retaining  fee  of  something  like 
$150,  if  I  remember  correctly.  Mr.  William  DeBrot  has  the  receipt  and  a  copy 
of  the  contract  given  Mr.  Olson  is  somewhere  at  Post,  I  think.  I  have  the 
receipt  now. 

In  all  our  own  personal  dealings  in  behalf  of  the  Indians  in  all  these  matters, 
I  had  accumulated  a  large  mass  of  various  correspondence  which  included  all 
our  letters  to  the  Indian  Office,  to  the  bishop,  to  the  power  company,  and  to 
various  others.  The  correspondence  also  contained  responses  to  our  letters  and 
all  in  all  was  a  history  of  the  efforts  of  the  Indians  to  secure  relief.  All  this 
mass  of  letters  were  given  to  Mr.  Olson  along  with  other  documents  such  as  a 
copy  of  the  license,  maps,  etc. 

Mr.  Olson  after  his  return  to  Chicago  did  not  communicate  with  the  Indians 
either  directly  or  through  myself  except  in  one  or  two  short  letters  and  later 
on  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  left  his  old  office  in  the  Garrick  Building, 
Chicago,  and  had  left  no  forwarding  address.  After  considerable  search,  he 
was  located  in  Wheaton,  111.  Since  many  months  had  passed  by  without  any 
action  visible  on  Mr.  Olson's  part,  the  Indians  lost  confidence  in  the  man.  We 
asked  for  our  correspondence  (letters)  but  have  never  received  it  back  to  this 
date  and  our  requests  have  been  many,  varying  from  threats  to  most  cordial 
and  kindly  solicitations  for  its  return'  Mr.*^  Olson  in  two  or  three  instances 
answered  us  in  terms  of  greatest  insult  and  even  slander.  We  have  retained 
copies  of  his  answers.  On  the  request  of  the  Indian  agent  at  Hayward,  Wis., 
Mr.  Olson  did  return  some  of  the  documents  that  were  with  our  letters  but  the 
bulk  of  our  correspondence  is  still  in  his  possession. 

After  the  debacle  of  Mr.  Olson's  oratory  had  faded  from  the  minds  of  the 
Indians,  rank  loss  of  confidence  arose  and  the  Indians  feel  Mr.  Olson  should 
be  called  by  the  committee  for  his  version  of  the  question  of  the  removal  of 
Indian  graves. 

Meantime,  the  past  two  or  three  years,  Ihe  power  company  has  been  negotiat- 
ing the  removal  of  the  Catholic  graves  and  perhaps  80  to  100  graves  have  been 
removed.  The  Indian  is  asked  to  sign  a  sort  of  release  for  the  company  and 
this  release  is  then  countersigned  by  a  representative  of  the  bishop.  A  contract 
was  given  Mr.  Frank  Thayer  and  a  Mr.  Wormen  to  remove  all  bodies  thereby 
signed  for.  These  bodies  were  disinterred  and  thrown  into  rough  board  boxes, 
transported  to  a  new  cemetery  and  there  reinterred.  The  graves  were  left 
entirelv  unmarked  and  in  viewing  the  new  cemetery,  I  doubt  if  one  can  identify 
all  the'  graves  even  after  this  short  space.     The  condition  of  the  new  cemetery 
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is  thoroughly  disgraceful  not  to  sa\'  most  pathetic.  The  old  Catholic  cemetery 
is  torn  up  in  bad  shape  since  no  effort  was  made  to  level  off  or  otherwise  fill  up 
the  holes  where  the  former  graves  were. 

In  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  graves,  Mr.  George  James,  owner  of 
adjacent  property  to  the  old  Catholic  cemetery,  wishes  to  be  called  to  relate 
how  he  was  ruthlessly  cast  into  jail  because  he  objected  to  the  use  of  his  property 
without  his  permission  for  the  use  of  a  road  in  transporting  the  bodies  to  the 
new  cemetery.  Mr.  James  was  arrested  without  a  warrant  by  the  Indian  agent 
and  taken  before  the  district  attorney,  and  after  being  held  for  a  time  was  released 
to  find  a  livery  at  a  cost  of  some  money  to  take  him  back  home  23  miles. 

Many  of  the  Indians  whose  relatives  are  buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery 
have  refused  to  sign  the  releases  and  as  a  consequence  there  are  perhaps  20Q 
graves  more  or  less  still  in  the  old  Catholic  cemetery.  Some  of  these  are  actually 
under  water  and  the  water  line  is  certainly  over  the  bottom  of  all  the  graves. 

In  connection  with  the  removal  of  these  Catholic  graves  came  the  question 
and  problem  of  the  replacing  of  the  little  Catholic  church  building  located  on 
the  cemetery  property.  The  Indians  happen  to  be  Catholic  at  Post.  They 
have  long  possessed  and  frequently  used  their  little  church  building.  After 
these  five  or  more  years,  the  Indians  are  still  without  a  church  building.  Between 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  the  Power  Co.,  and  the  Indian  Office,  the  old  church 
building  worth  conservatively  $10,000  has  never,  l^een  replaced  or  compensation 
made  to  the  extent  of  one  peimy.  In  the  meantime,  the  Indians  have  been 
without  a  proper  place  of  worship.  I  wonder  if  the  Indian  Office  is  concerned 
with  the  morality  of  the  Indians.  Many  of  the  Indians  at  Post  are  of  the 
restricted  class. 

However,  the  Catholic  church  should  not  be  spared  in  the  matter  and  it 
might  be  well  in  order  to  get  at  all  the  facts  to  have  the  diocesan  authorities 
called  and  if  any  have  been  in  the  way  of  having  justice  given  the  Indians  in 
the  matter,  the  Indians  should  know  it  so  that  a  remedy  might  be  requested. 
The  present  incumbent  of  the  bishop's  chair  in  Superior,  Wis.,  and  the  person 
directl}"  in  authority  in  the  matter  is  Right  Rev.  Theodore  H.  Reverman, 
Superior,  Wis.    The  local  Catholic  pastor  is  Rev.  Ignatius  Kinne}',  Reserve,  Wis. 

(c)  For  two  or  three  years,  the  Indians  at  the  village  of  Post  were  without 
proper  school  facilities.  After  a  visit  of  a  State  committee  together  with  Senator 
Robert  M.  LaFollette  to  the  Post  a  year  or  so  ago,  a  public-school  building 
was  built.  Where  was  the  concern  of  the  Indian  agent  during  the  previous 
two  or  three  years?  Inducements  were  offered  the  Indians,  it  is  true,  to  enroll 
in  the  Government  schools  but  many  Indians  felt  that  these  institutions  are 
not  altogether  safe  places  for  their  children.  One  of  the  strongest  objections 
against  the  schools  is  the  lack  of  character  qualifications  for  admission.  Some 
reservations  and  their  agents  see  no  objections  in  making  the  Indian  schools 
a  place  for  undesirables,  such  as  loose  boys  and  girls.  Where  is  the  protection 
to  the  innocent  if  these  undesirables  are  sent  there  rather  than  to  a  reformatory? 
There  can  be  recalled  the  instance,  five  or  six  years  ago,  of  four  girls  running 
away  from  the  Hay  ward.  Wis.,  school  and  after  living  with  a  number  of  boys, 
in  a  summer  resorter's  cabin  near  Reserve,  Wis.,  for  a  number  of  days,  the 
whole  party  was  arrested,  the  boys  sent  to  the  State  reformatory  at  Green  Bay, 
Wis.,  and  the  girls  returned  to  the  Hay  ward  Indian  school.  Subsequently  the 
girls  were  transferred  to  the  House  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
after  vehement  requests  on  our  part  for  this  transfer.  Other  typical  examples 
can  be  recalled  of  transporting  "bad"  girls  and  boys  to  some  Government 
institution. 

(d)  The  license  provided  for  certain  sums  of  money  to  be  spent  for  certain 
specific  purposes,  such  as  $500  for  cleaning  the  reservoir  beach  where  the  new 
Indian  village  is  located.  This  was  never  done;  that  is,  the  money  was  duly 
turned  over  to  the  agency  oflfice  but  the  money  was  not  spent  for  the  specific 
purpose.  Likewise  for  sums  of  money  to  compensate  the  Indians  for  loss  of  the 
rice  crop.  This  money  was  turned  over  into  the  tribal  fund  and  there  di.sap- 
peared.  It  would  seem  highly  proper  that  the  Indians  who  suffered  most  by  the 
rice-crop  damage  or  destruction  would  gain  in  some  way  by  the  expenditure  of 
the  rice-damage  money,  say  the  construction  of  new  roads,  doctor's  bills,  school 
purposes,  etc. 

(e)  The  actual  removal  of  the  Indians  from  their  old  village  site  to  the  present 
one  (while  all  of  the  past),  is  interesting  in  view  of  the  fact  that  one  sometimes 
hears  of  the  Northern  States  Power  Co.  as  being  a  monstrous  corporation,  abso- 
lutely without  a  semblance  of  conscience,  remorseless,  and  where  justice  is  on  a 
vacation.     These  are  strong  words,  but  I  am  using  the  language  of  a  Catholic 
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»ricst  of  m}-  acquaintance  who  has  had  business  with  tlie  Northern  States  Power 
^o.     The  description  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians  can  be  secured  from  any  one 

the  present  inhabitants  of  the  village  at  New  Post.     Rafts  had  to  be  used  in 

mie  instances.     The  new  houses  were  incomplete.     The  removal  was  in  cold 

reather.     Many  of  the  Indians  had  no  shelter  for  a  time  until  houses  could  be 

luUt.     Some  of  the  homes  provided  were  flimsj^  and  poorly  constructed  and 

ipainted.  Subsequently  some  of  the  defects  were  remedied.  Once  the  Indians 
Svere  removed,  the  only  road  to  civilization  was  the  Reserve-Post  Road,  impassable 
for  cars  and  only  passable  with  difficulty  for  teams.  This  was  to  be  the  only 
road  for  many  months  for  doctors,  the  priest,  and  others  assisting  in  helping 
these  Indians. 

(J)  The  Indians  complain  that  the  annual  rental  of  the  parts  of  the  reservation 
flooded  is  turned  over  into  the  tribal  fund  and  from  thence  used  by  the  Hay  ward 
Indian  School.  It  would  seem  far  better  policy  to  use  this  money  for  doctors' 
pay  or  repair  of  roads  or  some  other  immediate  good  work, 

(fif)  Some  of  the  Indians  were  exchanged  pieces  of  land  in  lieu  of  lands  they 
owned  within  the  reservation  and  within  the  reservoir  area.  It  was  a  specific 
understanding  that  all  such  exchanged  lands  would  be  considered  reservation 
lands  and  thus  free  from  taxation,  and  Indians  could  hunt  and  trap  without 
molestation  upon  such  lands  as  is  allowed  on  present  reservation  lands.  In  the 
case  of  Moses  Cloud,  the  Sfate  game  wardens  invaded  his  lands  and  house  and 
confiscated  several  hides  and  furs,  and  on  appeal  to  the  Indian  agent,  Mr.  Cloud 
has  never  secured  relief  but  instead  has  served  a  time  in  jail. 

Lately  the  Government  warehouse  at  Hayward,  Wis.,  on  the  Indian  school 
grounds  was  invaded,  furs  seized,  and  now  the  Indian  agent  claims  that  the 
Indians  must  take  the  initiative  in  order  to  start  proceedings.  Still  these  Indians 
are  restricted  Indians. 

In  the  above  enumeration  of  the  points,  it  may  be  that  we  have  omitted  one 
or  other  pertinent  points.  We  have  refrained  from  naming  witnesses  in  all  of 
the  general  complaints  because  it  appears  to  us  that  anyone  in  Post  could  be  called. 
However,  since  there  are  degrees  of  intelligence,  we  suggest  that  all  of  the  following 
might  be  good  witnesses: 

Mr.  Frank  Thayer,  the  interpreter  who  assisted  at  all  negotiations  and  under- 
stood the  meanings  of  the  propositions. 

Mr.  Henry  Thayer,  Indian  policeman,  in  the  employ  of  the  Indian  Office. 

Mr.  William  J.  DeBrot,  resort  owner,  who,  together  with  George  James,  were 
obliged  to  retain  outside  attorneys  to  fight  for  adequate  compensation  for  the 
flooding  of  their  summer-resort  buildings.  The  company  offered  them  $400. 
On  appeal  to  the  Indian  agent,  it  was  discovered  that  the  lease  drawn  up  for 
DeBrot  and  James  by  the  Indian  agent  for  a  restricted  Indian  was  nuU  and  void 
because  of  lack  of  witnesses,  not  of  record,  etc.  On  DeBrot's  retaining  of  a  firm 
of  attorneys  from  Milwaukee,  the  company  paid  $1,800  or  more  for  compensation 
in  place  of  the  original  offer  of  $400.     James  is  a  restricted  Indian. 

Mr.  George  James,  a  restricted  Indian  and  owner  of  a  summer  resort  at  Post. 
James  was  a  party  in  the  above-described  suit  at  law  relative  to  compensation. 
James  was  also  the  man  arrested  for  objecting  to  removal  of  Catholic  graves. 

Mr.  Ed  DeMar,  a  witness  of  most  of  the  above. 

Mr.  John  Bennett,  a  restricted  Indian.  Removed  but  no  house  provided  for 
himself  and  familv.     Has  many  graves  in  flooded  area. 

"Chicken"  Martell,  arrested  with  furs  on  "reservation"  lands.  An  ex-service 
man. 

Moses  Cloud,  arrested  on  exchanged  lands  with  furs. 

As  to  general  reservations  conditions,  I  suggest  that  you  call  the  following  who 
are  looked  upon  as  the  more  progressive  and  intelligent  of  the  reservation  Indians: 

Tom  Bracklin,  Reserve,  Wis. 

John  Kingfisher,  ex-service  man.  Reserve,  Wis. 

Aleck  LaRock,  Couderay,  Wis. 

Joe  LaRonge,  merchant.  Reserve,  Wis. 

Charley  Coon,  Reserve,  Wis.,  threatened  with  re  vocal  of  Ucense  if  he  did  not 
discontinue  Indian  dances  which  he  sponsored  to  increase  his  business  of  selling 
groceries,  etc. 
,      The  following  is  suggested  topics  for  possible  inquiry: 

1.  Tribal  trespasses  in  remote  past. 

2.  Use  of  tribal  funds  to  pay  expenses  of  unauthorized  trips  of  unauthorized 
"delegations"  to  Washington,  specifically  "Chief"  Wolf. 

3.  Health  conditions.  Situation  distressing.  Call  reservation  nurse  and 
inspect  "hospital"  at  Government  school  of  four  beds  capacity.     Population  of 
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reservation  over  1,000.     Poverty  prevalent.     Many  old  people  without  adequate 
or  necessary  provisions  for  food  and  clothing. 

4.  Immorality  rampant.  Bigamy  in  several  cases  open  and  unchecked. 
Great  deal  of  drinking  and  moonshine. 

5.  Lack  of  proper  impetus  to  have  Indians  farm  or  provide  gardens.  No 
stock.  Cows  on  reservation  less  than  10.  Scarcely  any  chickens.  Acreage 
under  cultivation  less  than  100  acres  out  of  many  thousands.  Why  the  Govern- 
ment "Farmer"  job? 

6.  Operations  of  so-called  "full-blood"  faction  on  reservation.  Led  by  former 
inmate  of  Wawpun  State  Prison  imprisoned  for  rape  of  sister-in-law.  This  man 
recently  shook  hands  with  President  Coolidge.  His  visit  to  the  Chief  Executive 
of  the  Nation  was  sponsored  and  arranged  by  the  present  Indian  agent. 

7.  High  death  rate  recently.  Doctor  Noyes  of  Centuria,  Wis.,  was  physician 
at  Stone  Lake,  Wis.,  for  many  years.  He  knows  the  general  pathetic  conditions 
that  obtained  at  all  times. 

I  am  herewith  inclosing  portions  of  material  used  in  an  investigation  instituted 
by  the  late  Gov.  E.  L.  Phillips  of  Wisconsin.  This  inquiry  was  conducted  by  a 
Doctor  Gudex,  a  physician  attached  to  the  Wisconsin  State  Board  of  Health. 
The  doctor's  complete  report  was  made  to  Dr.  C.  H.  Harper,  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  Board  of  Health,  Madison,  Wis.  The  report  is  very  thorough  and  full  of 
accurate  information  as  the  doctor's  letter  inclosed  indicates. 

It  might  be  well  for  you  to  have  the  various  reports  of  our  State  board  of  health 
at  hand.  The  board  conducted  several  investigations  on  various  reservations 
and  among  the  Winnebago  Indians  likewise. 

In  the  meantime,  I  ask  you  to  communicate  with  me  if  you  want  further 
information  that  I  might  be  in  a  position  to  give. 

I  am  intensely  interested  in  your  investigation  which  has  been  something  I 
have  been  urging  for  many  months.  If  you  feel  that  I  can  help,  please  do  not 
hesitate  to  write.  At  this  point,  I  earnestly  suggest  that  you  make  arrangements 
to  retain  Mr.  William  Obern,  of  Odanah,  Wis.,  as  your  official  Chippewa  inter- 
preter for  the  power  company  proposition.  Mr.  Obern  was  connected  up  with 
many  of  the  negotiations  that  ensued  following  the  first  requests  of  the  company 
for  permission  to  flood.  Hence  he  has  personal  knowledge  of  some  of  the  things 
the  Indians  thought  about  in  connection  with  the  license. 

In  the  meantime,  please  believe  me, 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

Philip  Gordon^ 
Pastor,  St.  Patrick's  Church,  Centuria,  Wis., 

Formerly  Indian  Missionary,  Reserve,  Wis. 

V.  L.  Hewitt,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  V.  L.  Hewitt. 

Q.  Your  residence? — A.  27  East  Superior  Street,  Duluth,  Minn. 

Q.  What  matter  do  you  wish  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee?— A.  I  have  been  asked  to  present  a  petition  to  the  committee 
on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Jennie  Beaulieu.  She  is  a  member  of  the  tribe  and 
on  the  committee  which  two  years  ago  tried  to  select  attorneys  for 
the  Chippewas  of  Minnesota.  I  would  like  to  have  this  placed  in 
the  record  if  you  will  do  so. 

Q.  Very  well,  it  will  be  incorporated  in  the  record.     Thank  you. 

United  States  Senate, 

December  22,  1927. 
Mrs.  Jennie  B.  Beaulieu,  / 

Duluth,  Minn. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Beaulieu:  Your  resolution  contaftiing  resolution  in  behalf 
of  the  Chippewa  Indians  at  hand. 

I  assure  you  when  any  bill  having  to  do  with  the  welfare  of  the  Chippewas 
comes  before  the  Indian  Affairs  Committee  it  will  have  careful  consideration. 
Wishing  you  the  greetings  of  the  season;  I  am 
Yours  truly, 

Lynn  J.  Frazier. 
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To  the  honorable  Hubert  Work, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  United  States: 
The  undersigned,  your  petitioners,  respectfully  represent  to  your  honor  and 
allege : 

1.  That  the  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota  have  and  claim  various  grievances- 
against  the  United  States  growing  out  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  January  14,  1889, 
and  the  administration  of  said  act  by  the  United  States,  and  in  addition  thereto 
numerous  other  claims  and  aggrievances  arising  under  and  growing  out  of  sub- 
sequent acts  of  Congress  and  divers  details  of  administration  of  the  Department 
of  Indian  Affairs  relating  to  the  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota. 

2.  That  after  long  and  sincere  effort  by  the  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota 
the  Sixty-ninth  Congress  of  the  United  States  enacted  H.  R.  178,  which  said 
enactment  was  approved  on  May  14,  1926,  and  which  bill  authorized  and  per- 
mitted the  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota  to  sue  the  United  States  in  the  Court 
of  Claims  upon  said  claims  and  grievances  heretofore  mentioned. 

3.  That  all  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota  are  divided,  with  reference 
to  said  claims,  into  two  general  factions,  to  wit:  Those  belonging  to  the  White 
Earth  Indian  Reservation  and  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  White  Earth  Bands, 
and  all  the  other  Chippewa  Indians  in  Minnesota;  that  those  belonging  elsewhere 
than  on  the  White  Earth  Reservation,  and  for  convenience  hereinafter  referred 
to  as  your  petitioners,  are  composed  of  seven  so-called  bands,  to  wit:  Leech 
Lake  Pillager  Band,  White  Oak  Point  Mississippi  Band,  Cass  and  Winnibi- 
goshish  Chippewas,  Grand  Portage  Band,  Red  Lake  Chippewas,  Net  Lake 
Band,  and  Fond  du  Lac  Band. 

That  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  day  of  August,  1927,  at  Inger,  Minn.,  there  was. 
held  a  council,  of  which  all  of  said  bands,  other  than  said  White  Earth  Bands, 
had  been  given  due  notice,  and  to  which  said  bands  had  been  invited  to  send 
representatives,  said  notices  having  been  in  writing  by  the  corresponding  secre- 
tary of  said  Cass  and  Winnibigoshish  Chippewas;  that  said  council  was  duly 
held  in  accordance  with  said  notice,  said  Cass  and  Winnibigoshish  Chippewas 
being  fully  represented  thereat,  and  all  of  said  other  bands,  other  than  said 
White  Earth,  Red  Lake,  Grand  Portage,  Net  Lake,  and  Fond  du  Lac  Bands, 
having  some  representation  present  thereat;  that  the  total  attendance  at  said 
council  was  approximately  75  adult  persons;  that  at  said  council  the  undersigned^ 
your  petitioners,  were  duly  elected  to  prepare  and  present  this  petition  to  your 
honor. 

4.  That  the  historj"  of  said  claims  and  grievances  which  resulted  in  the  passage 
of  said  H.  R.  178  aforesaid  indicates  clearly  that  the  interests  of  said  Indians 
belonging  on  the  White  Earth  Reservation  are  in  many  respects  distinct  and 
different  from  the  claims  and  grievances  of  j-our  petitioners,  and  that  the  claims 
of  the  latter  are  in  many  instances  antagonistic  and  in  opposition  to  the  claims 
of  said  White  Earth  Bands ;,that  on  this  account  there  has  for  many  years  existed 
a  feeling  of  suspicion  and  antagonism  on  the  part  of  your  petitioners  toward  and 
against  the  White  Earth  Indians,  and  vice  versa;  that  this  fact  was  recognized 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  enacting  said  H.  R.  178  in  sections  6  and 
7  of  said  act,  wherein  is  authorized  the  employment  of  two  separate  and  distinct 
attorneys  to  prosecute  the  claims  authorized  by  said  bill  to  be  prosecuted  against 
the  United  States,  one  separate  and  distinct  attorney  to  represent  said  White 
Earth  Bands  and  one  separate  and  distinct  attorney  to  represent  your  petitioners; 
that  something  of  the  nature  of  the  distinctions  between  the  claims  of  said  White 
Earth  Bands  and  your  petitioners  and  the  conflicts  and  antagonisms  between 
the  claims  of  said  factions  is  fully  set  out  in  various  published  committee  hearings 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  of  both  Houses  of  the  Congress  of  United 
States  with  relation  to  Chippewa  affairs. 

5.  That  following  the  passage  and  approval  of  said  H.  R.  178,  and  on  or  about 
July  20,  1926,  separate  committees  of  five  each;  one  representing  said  White 
Earth  Bands  and  the  other  representing  your  petitioners  met  at  White  Earth, 
Minn.,  and  at  Cass  Lake,  Minn.,  respectively,  such  committees  having  theretofore 
been  duly  chosen  and  elected  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  said  H.  R.  178,  and 
the  regulations  of  the  Indian  Department;  that  said  White  Earth  committee, 
at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  chose  and  selected  one  Webster  Ballinger,  an 
attorney  residing  in  Washington,  D.  C,  to  represent  said  White  Earth  Bands  in 
prosecuting  said  claims  provided  for  in  said  H.  R.  178;  that  said  committee 
representing  your  petitioners  meeting  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  chose  one 
O.  J.  Larson  and  one  E.  L.  Rogers,  attorneys  residing  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  and 
Walker,  Minn.,  respectively,  to  represent  your  petitioners  in  prosecuting  said 
claims;  that  Mrs.  Jennie  Beaulieu,  one  of  your  petitioners  herein,  who  is  a  member 
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of  said  Cass  and  Winnibigoshish  Band,  and  who  was  a  member  of  said  committee 
selected  by  your  petitioners  to  select  attorneys  to  represent  your  said  petitioners, 
at  said  time  and  place  did  on  said  day  file  at  the  Indian  Agency  at  Cass  Lake  a 
protest  in  writing  against  the  selection  of  said  O.  J.  Larson  and  said  E.  L.  Rogers, 
which  said  protest  was  directed  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and 
alleged  that  a  vote  favorable  to  said  Larson  and  said  Rogers  by  the  members  of 
said  committee  had  been  procured  by  the  said  Larson  and  Rogers  fraudulently 
and  unlawfully  and  by  the  means  of  bribery  of  three  certain  members  of  said 
committee.  That  soon  thereafter  several  other  protests  in  writing  by  other 
members  of  said  bands  there  represented  were  filed  with  the  Indian  Department; 
that  following  the  filing  of  said  protests,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
caused  an  investigation  to  be  made  by  a  representative  of  the  Indian  Department, 
who  came  to  Minnesota  for  that  purpose  and  conducted  a  thorough  investigation 
on  the  ground,  which  said  investigation  occupied  approximately  one  month  of 
time.  That  said  investigation  proved  the  truth  of  said  charges  and  established 
the  fact  that  three  certain  members  of  said  committee  had  been  bribed  by  said 
Rogers;  that  the  files  and  records  of  the  Indian  Department  contain  the  informa- 
tion establishing  the  said  fraud,  misconduct  and  bribery  by  said  Rogers;  that 
said  Rogers  is  a  Chippewa  Indian  and  a  member  of  one  of  said  White  Earth  Bands. 

6.  That  said  committee  consisted  of  five  members,  and  was  selected  by  30 
delegates,  who  in  turn  had  been  selected  by  local  councils  of  each  band;  that 
said  three  members  of  said  committee  who  had  been  so  bribed  by  said  Rogers 
constituted  three  of  the  30  members  of  said  delegates. 

7.  That  approximately  one  month  following  the  filing  of  said  protests  by  the 
said  Mrs.  Beaulieu  and  others,  as  aforesaid,  said  30  delegates  were  notified  by 
the  Indian  Department  that  said  selection  of  said  Larson  and  said  Rogers  by  said 
committee  of  five  on  July  20,  1926,  had  been  investigated;  that  the  department 
had  determined  said  selection  to  have  been  procured  by  fraud  and  the  bribery 
of  three  members  of  said  committee  of  five  by  said  Rogers,  and  therefore  held  the 
same  to  be  null  and  void,  and  the  Indian  Department  notified  said  delegates  to 
meet  and  choose  a  new  committee  to  select  new  counsel,  as  provided  in  said 
H.  R.  178;  that  thereafter  and  on  November  17,  1926,  said  30  delegates,  including 
said  three  persons  who  had  theretofore  been  offered  and  accepted  bribes  as  afore- 
said, met  at  Cass  Lake  and  selected  from  their  number  a  committee  of  five  to 
choose  and  select  counsel  to  represent  said  Indians  in  accordance  with  said 
H.  R.  178.  That  said  delegates  did  meet  on  said  November  17,  1926,  at  Cass 
Lake,  Minn.,  for  said  purpose,  and  at  said  meeting  the  question  arose  as  to  whether 
said  three  members  of  said  delegation,  having  previously  received  bribes  as  afore- 
said, were  disqualified  to  act  in  the  selection  of  said  new  committee  of  five.  That 
said  question  was  asked  of  a  representative  of  the  Indian  Department  there 
present  at  the  meeting  of  said  delegates  by  one  of  said  persons;  that  said  repre- 
sentative of  the  Indian  Department  replied  that  each  of  said  persons  must  be 
guided  by  his  own  conscience;  that  thereupon  one  of  said  three  persons  withdrew 
from  said  meeting  and  took  no  further  part  therein;  that  the  remaining  two  of 
said  persons  having  previously  been  bribed  as  aforesaid  took  part  in  said  meeting 
and  voted  upon  the  selection  of  a  new  committee  of  five  to  select  counsel.  That 
as  a  result  thereof  said  committee  was  selected  by  a  delegation  consisting  in  part 
of  two  members  who  had  previously  been  bribed  as  aforesaid  and  the  Indians 
supposedly  represented  by  the  one  member  who  withdrew,  were  not  in  fact 
represented  in  the  selection  of  said  new  committee  in  any  manner;  that  said 
delegation  then  and  there  meeting  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  selected  a  new  com- 
mittee of  five  to  choose  and  select  counsel  in  accordance  with  said  H.  R.  178. 

8.  That  thereafter  and  on  the  same  day,  said  committee  of  five  so  chosen 
met  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  counsel;  that  a  discussion  then  ensued  which 
developed  that  a  majority  of  said  committee  desired  to  employ  the  firm  of 
Lathers,  Hoag  &  Lacy,  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  that  the  employment  of  said  firm 
would  be  the  most  satisfactory  action  to  those  whom  they  represented;  that  a 
representative  of  the  Indian  Department,  who  was  there  present,  notified  said 
committee  that  the  employment  of  said  firm  would  not  be  ratified  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs;  that  during  the  course  of  said  meeting  of  said  com- 
mittee, the  law  firm  of  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall,  of  Duluth,  Minn., 
telegraphed  to  a  member  of  said  committee,  and  that  the  purport  of  said  telegram 
was  that  if  said  firm  of  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  were  selected  they 
would  associate  themselves  and  cooperate  with  said  Lathers,  Hoag  &  Lacy,  who 
were  the  choice  of  said  committee  for  prosecuting  said  claims;  that  there  was 
invited  into  said  committee  meeting  a  member  of  said  firm  of  Lathers,  Hoag 
&  Lacy,  which  was  the  choice  of  the  majority  of  said  conmiittee;  that  he  was  told 
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by  members  of  said  committee  that  a  representative  of  the  Indian  Department 
had  stated  that  a  selection  of  his  said  firm  would  not  be  ratified  by  the  commis- 
sioner as  aforesaid,  and  was  then  asked  by  the  members  of  said  committee  to 
recommend  an  attorney  for  them  to  employ;  that  he  thereupon  recommended 
said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  and  stated  to  said  committee  that  if 
said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  were  employed,  it  had  been  arranged 
that  his  firm  was  to  act  with  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  in  said 
work,  and  that  the  employment  of  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall 
would  in  effect  be  the  same  as  the  employment  of  his  said  firm;  that  upon  said 
representation  and  under  the  circumstances  as  aforesaid,  said  committee  chose 
said  firm  of  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  for  the  purposes  provided  in 
said  H.  R.  178. 

9.  That  said  firm  of  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  was  then  and  for 
a  long  time  theretofore  had  been  employed  by  the  United  States  Government 
and  by  the  United  States  Railroad  Administration  in  conducting  large  and 
important  litigation;  that  following  their  said  selection  as  aforesaid,  they  failed 
and  refused  to  cooperate  or  collaborate  with  said  Lathers,  Hoag  &  Lacy,  who 
were  in  fact  the  choice  of  said  committee,  and  have  never  in  any  manner  coop- 
erated or  collaborated  with  said  firm;  that  but  for  the  said  representations  that 
the  said  employment  of  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  would  in 
effect  be  the  employment  of  said  Lathers,  Hoag  &  Lacy,  said  firm  of  Baldwin, 
Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  never  would  have  been  employed  by  said  committee, 
and  was  not  then  and  is  not  now  the  choice  of  said  committee. 

10.  That  shortly  following  the  employment  of  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes 
&  Mayall,  the  latter  employed  said  E.  L.  Rogers  to  assist  and  collaborate  with 
them  in  the  prosecution  of  said  claims,  and  have  been  ever  since  and  are  now 
employing  said  Rogers  on  a  basis  of  regular  monthly  compensation;  that  any 
connection  of  said  Rogers  with  the  claims  of  your  petitioners  is  unsatisfactory 
and  repugnant  to  said  Indians  on  the  grounds,  first,  that  said  Rogers  was  guilty 
of  fraud  and  bribery  as  aforesaid,  and  in  addition  thereto,  for  the  reason  that 
said  Rogers  is  a  member  of  one  of  said  White  Earth  Bands,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  closely  identified  and  allied  with  the  interest  of  said  White  Earth  Bands 
and  has  acted  on  many  occasions  in  a  manner  hostile  and  antagonistic  to  the 
interests  of  your  petitioners;  that  said  Indians  feel  aggrieved  against  the  United 
States  and  the  Indian  Department  in  connection  with  said  claims,  and  by  reason 
of  long  experience  and  a  continued  course  of  treatment  are  suspicious  of  persons 
closely  allied  to  and  connected  with  the  Government;  that  the  close  connections 
heretofore  and  now  existing  between  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall 
and  certain  departments  of  the  United  States  Government  have  caused  general 
suspicion  and  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  said  Indians,  their  supposed  clients, 
with  reference  to  the  good  faith  of  their  representation  of  the  interests  of  their 
said  supposed  clients;  that  the  principal  litigation  in  which  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin, 
Holmes  &  Mayall  have  represented  the  TJnited  States  was  in  the  defense  of  a 
very  large  number  of  important  claims  arising  out  of  extensive  forest  fires  in 
northern  Minnesota  in  the  general  regions  occupied  by  said  Indians;  that  many 
of  the  claimants  in  such  litigation  were  Indians  and  members  of  said  bands  of 
Chippewa  Indians  now  purported  to  be  clients  of  and  represented  by  said  Baldwin, 
Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall;  that  these  circumstances  have  caused  and  do  cause 
great  dissatisfaction  and  suspicion  on  the  part  of  all  of  said  Indians  who  said 
Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  now  purport  to  represent. 

11.  That  on  many  occasions  following  the  said  purported  selection  of  said 
Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall,  representatives  of  the  Indians,  their  sup- 
posed clients,  have  attempted  to  consult  with  said  firm  with  reference  to  said 
claims  which  said  firm  are  purporting  to  prosecute  for  them;  that  said  attempted 
consultations  have  on  certain  occasions  taken  place  in  the  office  of  said  firm  in 
the  city  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  on  certain  other  occasions  in  council  on  the 
reservations  of  said  Indians;  that  on  all  of  said  occasions,  the  member  of  said 
firm  so  sought  to  be  consulted  have  bruskly  and  in  a  rude  and  unwarranted 
manner  refused  and  declined  to  consult  with  or  talk  to  said  representatives,  or 
any  of  said  Indians,  their  said  supposed  clients,  and  have  on  all  of  said  occasions, 
in  expressing  their  said  unwillingness  to  so  consult  with  and  discuss  said  claims 
with  said  Indians  and  their  said  representatives,  used  violent,  profane,  and  im- 
proper language  with  reference  thereto;  that  during  the  month  of  July,  1927, 
said  Ballinger,  the  said  attorney  for  said  White  Earth  Bands,  came  to  the  State 
of  Minnesota  and  notified  the  various  White  Earth  Bands  that  he  desired  to 
meet  with  them  at  numerous  places  on  said  White  Earth  Reservation  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  and  advising  with  reference  to  the  claims  of  said  bands; 
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that  on  said  occasions  a  member  of  said  firm  of  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  & 
Mayall  accompanied  said  Ballinger,  and  with  said  Ballinger  met  said  several 
White  Earth  Bands  at  various  and  divers  places  on  said  White  Earth  Reserva- 
tion; that  upon  said  trip  and  at  all  of  said  meetings  with  said  White  Earth  Bands, 
said  E.  L.  Rogers  was  present  and  acting  with  said  Ballinger  and  D.  S.  Holmes, 
a  member  of  said  firm  of  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Maj'all,  which  said  D.  S. 
Holmes  has  had  entire  charge  for  said  firm  of  all  of  said  matters  herein  referred 
to;  that  said  Rogers  is  now  and  for  a  long  time  past  has  been  regularly  employed 
by  said  Ballinger  to  assist  and  collaborate  with  him  in  preparing  and  presenting 
the  claims  of  said  White  Earth  Bands;  that  no  member  of  said  firm  of  Baldwin, 
Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  has  ever  at  any  time  met  or  offered  to  meet  with 
your  petitioners  or  any  of  their  representatives  for  the  purpose  of  consultation 
and  collaboration  with  reference  to  said  claims,  but  has  frequently  met  with  and 
consulted  with  said  White  Earth  Bands  and  their  representatives. 

12.  That  as  a  result  of  all  the  foregoing,  your  petitioners  are  in  fact  without 
any  legal  representation  with  reference  to  said  claims  so  provided  for  by  said 
H.  R.  178  separate  and  distinguished  from  the  representation  of  said  White 
Earth  Bands,  and  the  purpose  of  said  H.  R.  178  wherein  said  bill  provides  that 
said  White  Earth  Bands  shall  have  legal  representation  wholly  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate from  all  other  Chippewas  in  Minnesota  is  and  has  been,  by  the  selection  of 
said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  and  their  subsequent  conduct,  wholly 
defeated  and  nullified,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  damage  of  your  petitioners. 

13.  That  your  petitioners  are  informed  that  since  the  said  purported  selection 
of  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall,  said  firm,  in  conjunction  with  said 
Ballinger,  have  commenced  suits  pursuant  to  said  H.  R.  178  involving  in  the 
aggregate  claims  of  approximately  $70,000,000;  that  in  all  of  said  suits,  as  your 
petitioners  are  informed  and  verily  believe,  said  White  Earth  Bands  and  all 
other  Chippewas  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  are  joined  as  parties  plaintiff  and  are 
represented  jointly  by  said  Ballinger,  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall, 
and  in  fact  by  said  Rogers,  and  that  no  distinction  has  been  made  or  set  up  in 
the  bringing  of  said  suits  between  the  claims  of  said  White  Earth  Bands  and  the 
claims  of  said  other  Chippewa  Indians  in  Minnesota,  notwithstanding  the  fact  to 
be  that  the  claims  of  said  other  Chippewa  Indians  in  Minnesota  involved  in  said 
suits  are  wholly  distinct  and  different  from  the  rights  of  said  White  Earth  Bands 
in  and  to  said  claims,  and  in  many  respects  hostile  and  antagonistic  thereto. 

14.  That  by  reason  of  the  circumstances  aforesaid  and  a  long  course  of  dealing 
and  treatment  to  w^hich  your  petitioners  and  those  whom  they  represent  have 
been  subjected,  it  is  their  belief  that  a  true  and  impartial  investigation  and  hearing 
as  to  all  of  said  facts  with  a  fair  and  proper  result  and  judgment  thereon  can  not 
be  obtained  by  any  agency  existing  within  the  Indian  Department.  That  at 
said  council  so  held  at  Inger,  Minn.,  on  the  16th  day  of  August,  1927,  as  afore- 
said, it  was  unanimously  decided  by  said  council  to  employ  attorneys  and  im- 
mediately to  take  appropriate  action  for  the  purpose  of  nullifying  and  setting 
aside  the  said  employment  of  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Maj^all  to  the 
end  that  other  counsel  competent  and  truly  representative  of  the  interests  of 
said  Chippewas  in  Minnesota,  other  than  said  White  Earth  Bands,  be  employed 
to  properly  prepare  and  prosecute  said  claims,  as  provided  in  said  H.  R.  178. 

Wherefore,  your  petitioners  respectfully  pray: 

(1)  That  your  honor  may  speedily  see  fit  to  designate  an  Assistant  Secretary 
or  an  Undersecretary  of  the  Interior  not  in  any  manner  connected  with  the 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs  to  investigate  and  to  act  as  a  referee  in  a  hearing 
to  be  appointed  and  held  with  reference  to  the  charges  above  set  out. 

(2)  That  by  reason  of  the  large  number  of  witnesses  and  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  your  petitioners  and  those  whom  they  represent,  said  hearing  be  held  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota  and  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

(3)  That  your  petitioners  be  authorized  to  employ  attorneys  for  the  purposes 
of  said  hearing;  that  the  selection  of  attorneys  made  at  said  council  at  Inger 
aforesaid  be  by  the  department  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  that  suitable  com- 
pensation for  their  employment  be  by  the  department  allowed;  that  said  attor- 
neys representing  your  petitioners  at  said  hearing  have  full  access,  in  so  far  as 
the  same  may  be  compatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  the  files  and  records 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  in 
order  to  properly  prepare  for  said  hearing. 

(4)  That  as  a  result  of  said  hearing  when  held,  the  referee  so  selected  by  your 
honor  find: 

(a)  That  the  said  purported  employment  of  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes 
&  Mayall  was  procured  by  means  of  fraud  and  misrepresentation  and  upon  a 
misunderstanding  of  its  true  eflfect. 
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(b)  That  by  reason  of  the  previous  affiliations  and  connections  of  said  Baldwin, 
Baldwin,  Holmes  &  May  all  with  various  departments*  of  the  United  States 
Government,  which  said  connections  have  been  and  are  in  some  respects  antago- 
nistic to  certain  individual  Indians  whom  they  now  purport  to  represent,  and 
said  purported  employment  is  improper  and  is  not  and  can  not  be  satisfactory  to 
said  Indians. 

(c)  That  the  conduct  of  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes,  &  May  all  in  the  em- 
ployment of  said  Rogers  as  aforesaid  is  highly  improper  by  reason  of  the  said 
conduct  of  said  Rogers  heretofore  set  out  and  is  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  your 
petitioners  by  reason  of  said  Rogers'  affiliations  with  all  and  membership  in  one 
of  said  White  Earth  Bands  and  his  said  employment  by  said  Ballinger. 

(d)  That  the  conduct  of  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall  in  bringing 
suits  in  conjunction  with  said  BalUnger  and  said  White  Earth  Bands  without 
distinguishing  the  separate,  distinct,  and  different  rights  of  your  petitioners  as 
the  subject  matter  of  such  suits  properly  requires  is  improper  and  prejudicial  to 
the  rights  of  their  purported  clients. 

(e)  That  the  conduct  of  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes,  &  Mayall  toward  their 
said  purported  clients  and  representatives  of  said  purported  clients  in  refusing  to 
consult  and  collaborate  with  said  purported  clients  and  their  representatives  is 
improper  and  unethical  and  does  not  represent  the  correct  relation  between 
attorney  and  client. 

(f)  That  for  the  reasons  aforesaid  said  Baldwin,  Baldwin,  Holmes  &  Mayall 
are  not  and  never  were  the  choice  of  their  said  purported  clients,  are  not  truly 
and  properly  representing  and  never  have  so  represented  their  said  purported 
clients,  and  under  the  circumstances  can  not  represent  said  purported  clients  to 
the  latters'  satisfaction,  and  that  therefore  their  said  purported  contracted  em- 
ployment be  canceled  and  in  all  things  nullified. 

Dated  at tliis day  of  August,  1927. 

Jexnie  B.  Beaulieu, 
Chief  Bob   ]\Iosomo, 

Wm.    ^^'ASHI^•GTON, 

Capt.  John  Smith, 
James  Sears,  Sr., 

Committee. 
Petition  verified  by  affidavits,  as  follows: 

(1)  That  of  Jennie  B.  Beaulieu  as  a  member  of  the  Winnibigoshish  Band  of 
Minnesota  Chippewas,  and — 

(2)  The  undersigned  chief  and  head  men  of  the  Leech  Lake  Pillage  Band  of 
Chippewa  Indians; 

(3)  The  undersigned  chief  and  head  men  of  the  Leech  W^hite  Oak  Point  Band 
of  Chippewa  Indians; 

(4)  The  undersigned  chief  and  head  men  of  the  Cass  Lake  Band  of  Chippewa 
Indians; 

(5)  The  undersigned  chief  and  head  men  of  the  Grand  Portage  Band  of  Chip- 
pewa Indians; 

(6;  The  undersigned  chief  and  head  men  of  the  Net  Lake  Band  of  Chippewa 
Indians; 

(7)  The  undersigned  chief  and  head  men  of  the  Red  Lake  Band  of  Chippewa 
Indians; 

(8)  The  undersigned  chief  and  head  men  of  the  Fond  Du  Lac  Band  of  Chip- 
pewa Indians. 

Thomas  Bracklin,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  Thomas  Bracklin. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  wish  to  make? — A.  I  want  to  speak 
for  the  tribe,  and  I  want  the  Indians  to  speak  for  them,  because  I 
am  their  chief.  I  want  the  Indians  to  see  that  this  is  the  medal 
presented  to  me  by  my  great  grandfather,  the  chief  of  the  Chippewa 
tribe,  that  has  been  in  existence  for  150  years.  I  want  them  to  know 
that  I  am  their  chief  and  that  this  was  given  to  me  by  my  great 
grandfather  as  chief  of  this  tribe,  you  may  look  at  it  and  see  it,  it 
has  the  date  on  it.     There  are  three  of  this  kind  were  given  in  our 
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family,  my  mother,  has  one  as  was  a  warrior  also.  This  is  made  in 
two  forms,  and  if  the  gentlemen  will  look  at  one  and  the  committee 
can  examine  the  other  form,  that  will  save  a  lot  of  talking,  I  don't 
care  much  about  talking.  I  want  you  to  see  the  date  and  the  time 
it  was  issued.  If  you  want  to  ask  me  any  questions  that  is  all  right. 
My  grandfather  lived  at  Grand  Rapids,  Wis.  at  that  time,  there  was 
14,000  Indians,  and  my  grandfather  was  the  Chippewa  chief  from 
this  district. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Have  j'-ou  any  statement  to  make  to  the  committee  about  con- 
ditions on  the  reservation? — A.  I  don't  think  there  are  any  recom- 
mends I  can  make;  everything  seems  to  be  said  here;  it  is  all  covered 
here. 

Q.  Thank  you. 

Father  Ignatius  Kenney,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

'Q.  You  may  state  your  name. — A.  Father  Ignatius  Kenney. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? — A.  For  the  past  two  years  I  have  been  at 
Reserve,  my  headquarters  are  there,  before  that  I  was  in  charge  of 
Reserve  but  I  made  my  headquarters  at  Stone  Lake  10  or  12  miles 
from  there. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  wish  to  make  about  conditions  among 
the  Indians? — A.  One  of  the  most  unfortunate  things  we  have  up 
here  is  lack  of  steady  employment  for  the  Indians.  A  great  many 
of  these  people  are  ready  and  wiUing  to  work  but  they  can  not  find 
employment  and  if  they  wish  to  work  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  go 
all  over  the  Northwest  seeking  it,  in  fact  some  of  them  spend  nearly 
all  their  time  looking  for  work  and  going  from  one  job  to  another 
and  getting  back  home. 

Q.  Is  the  liquor  situation  bad  on  the  reservation? — A.  Yes ;  on  both 
reservations  it  is  very  bad. 

Q.  Are  any  efforts  being  made  to  suppress  it? — A.  Yes;  but  much 
headway  is  not  made. 

Q.  Can't  this  liquor  traffic  on  these  reservations  be  suppressed?- 
A.  In  order  to  put  the  liquor  traffic  out  of  business  on  these  reserva- 
tions I  am  afraid  that  you  will  have  to  clean  up  northern  Wisconsin 
first,  and  that  I  imagine  is  a  pretty  hard  job. 

A.  Are  the  Indians  worse  than  the  whites? — A.  No;  not  any  worse, 
but  the  effects  of  liquor  on  the  Indian  is  perhaps  worse. 

Q.  Where  do  they  get  the  liquor,  do  they  make  it  or  is  it  trans- 
ported onto  the  reservation? — A.  I  don't  know  where  it  comes  from 
but  it  seems  that  liquor  can  be  obtained  most  anywhere.  There  are 
plenty  of  places  right  here  in  town  where  one  can  get  it  if  one  is  willing 
to  pay  the  price  and  take  chances  on  what  you  are  getting.  The 
Indians  themselves  make  a  lot  of  home  brew  and  drink  it  themselves; 
you  can  get  the  materials  at  any  grocery  store  around  here,  not  only 
on  the  reservation  but  everywhere  around  and  moonshine  is  peddled 
all  over  so  I  don't  know  how  you  could  get  all  the  parties;  I  am  not  an 
expert  but  a  person  sees  quite  a  bit.     Under  those  conditions  I  don't 
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see  how  it  would  help  much  if  the  reservation  was  cleaned  up  as  they 
could  still  get  the  stuff  to  make  it  with  if  they  wanted  to  drink. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  How  about  moral  conditions  on  the  reservation? — A.  I  have  not 
given  much  thought  to  moral  conditions  as  I  believe  that  drinking 
probably  has  more  to  do  with  immorality  than  any  other  single  factor. 
Whisky  seems  to  have  a  worse  effect  on  the  Indian  than  the  white 
man,  they  go  to  extremes  more,  the  greater  majority  of  them  anyway. 
I  believe  that  steady  work  and  decent  pay  would  help  cure  a  lot  of 
other  defects  among  the  Indians. 

Dr.  Emil  Krulish,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Dr.  Emil  Krulish? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  are  director  I  believe  of  public  health  work  in  several 
States  are  you  not? — A.  Yes;  I  am  district  medical  director  of  dis- 
trict No.  1,  detailed  from  the  Public  Health  Service.  I  have  super- 
vision over  medical  work  in  the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  North  Dakota,  and  South  Dakota. 

Q.  The  committee  has  heard  considerable  testimony  with  reference 
to  tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  among  the  Indians  and  the  lack 
of  proper  hospital  facilities  and  medical  attention,  and  the  com- 
mittee desired  to  have  you  come  here.  Doctor,  because  we  felt  that 
this  was  closer  to  your  home  office  than  anywhere  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  where  we  are  holding  hearings.  We  have  taken  testimony 
as  to  health  conditions  in  a  general  way  at  as  many  points  as  we  could 
cover.  We  did  not  however  hold  any  hearing  on  the  Menominee 
Reservation  for  the  reason  that  prior  to  the  committee  coming  here 
two  representatives  of  the  Interior  Department  and  a  representa- 
tive of  this  committee,  Mr.  Glavis  held  extensive  hearings  on  the 
Menominee  Reservation,  and  I  thought  perhaps  you  could  give  the 
committee  some  information  concerning  the  health  situation  on  the 
Menominee  Reservation,  I  assume  of  course  that  you  have  been 
there? — A.  Yes;  I  have  been  there  several  times  and  would  be  glad 
to  give  you  what  information  I  can.  The  Government  has  just 
completed  a  new  hospital  there  which  will  take  care  of  the  situation 
as  far  as  the  sick  are  concerned.  The  chief  trouble  there  however  is 
the  venereal  disease  situation  at  the  present  time.  There  seems  to 
be  some  resorts  on  the  outskirts  of  the  reservation  which  cater  to 
the  young  fellows  and  which  are  patronized  by  them  in  spite  of  all 
that  can  be  done  by  the  superintendent. 

Q.  Has  any  effort  been  made  to  close  these  places  that  you  know 
of? — A.  Apparently  no  action  has  been  taken  until  recently.  I  under- 
stand that  some  of  these  places  have  been  closed  up. 

Q.  Are  the  Indians  there  pretty  well  taken  care  of  so  far  as  medical 
care  is  concerned? — A.  The  tribe  is  well  advanced,  and,  as  I  said 
before,  they  have  a  good  hospital,  two  doctors  and  two  nurses,  but 
they  need  public  health  nurses  in  the  field  to  work  among  the  Indians 
in  their  homes.  It  is  in  reality  the  home  where  the  trouble  originates 
and  where  tubercular  and  other  diseases  are  spread.  I  really  believe 
that  the  medical  situation  there,  however,  is  pretty  well  in  hand  com- 
pared to  other  sections  of  my  district. 
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Q.  What  facilities  are  provided  for  the  care  of  T.  B.  cases? — 
A.  There  should  be  a  tubercular  hospital  in  this  State  and  I  have 
recommended  one  at  Tomah,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Tomah,  a  100-bed 
hospital  for  T.  B.  cases. 

Q.  You  feel  that  a  100-bed  modern  hospital  will  take  care  of  ail 
the  T.  B.  Indians  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  do  you? — A.  Yes;  I  feel 
that  a  100-bed  modern  hospital  will  take  care  of  all  the  T.  B.  cases 
in  this  State  and  will  meet  the  situation  for  some  time  to  come.  We 
of  course  will  have  to  carry  on  a  campaign  of  education  and  teach  these 
Indians  that  tuberculosis  can  be  cured,  but  that  it  requires  months  of 
effort  and  proper  care  and  that  they  can  not  expect  to  get  well  by 
going  to  a  hospital  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  until  such  time  as  we 
can  get  them  educated  to  the  fact  that  it  takes  six  months  or  more  of 
treatment  we  can  not  do  very  much  toward  improving  the  T.  B. 
situation  among  these  Indians. 

Q.  How  did  you  find  conditions  at  Lac  du  Flambeau  and  Hay- 
ward? — A.  I  made  an  inspection  of  the  school  at  Lac  du  Flambeau; 
I  have  a  copy  of  it  here  and  will  be  glad  to  furnish  it  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  school  there  is  in  very  bad  condition.  I  understand 
there  has  been  some  talk  the  past  few  years  of  abandoning  it,  and  for 
that  reason  no  extensive  improvements  have  been  made.  I  have  made 
the  recommendation  that  if  the  school  is  to  be  continued  that  the 
sanitary  conditions  be  improved.  I  have  been  to  that  school  several 
times  and  have  been  greatly  impressed  with  the  dilapidated  condi- 
tion of  things  there — it  is  not  only  badly  in  need  of  repair  but  the 
sanitary  conditions  are  very  bad.  The  suggestion  was  made  that  it 
be  turned  into  a  tubercular  sanitarium,  but  I  am  very  much  opposed 
to  that.  The  buildings  are  in  such  condition  that  I  feel  it  would  just 
be  throwing  good  money  after  bad.  I  beleve  we  should  have  a 
smaller  local  hospital  than  the  old  hospital,  say  about  a  20-bed  hos- 
pital to  take  care  of  local  needs.  We  should  also  have  a  full-time 
physician  here  at  Hayward  after  the  hospital  is  completed.  When  the 
suggestion  was  made  with  reference  to  turning  these  buildings  into  a 
sanitarium — it  was  made  in  July — the  weather  was  nice  then,  but  in 
October  and  November  there  are  3  or  4  feet  of  snow,  cold  weather, 
and  conditions  are  entirely  different  than  in  the  summer  months. 

Q.  How  about  salaries  paid  to  doctors  in  the  Indian  Service;  do 
you  feel  that  competent  physicians  can  be  obtained  for  the  small 
salaries  paid? — A.  No ;  I  feel  that  the  salaries  paid  to  physicians  in  the 
Indian  Service  are  much  too  low  and  are  not  such  as  to  attract  men  of 
sufficient  training  and  experience.  I  believe  the  salaries  should  be 
increased.  Physicians  entering  the  Indian  Service  are  paid  $2,600  a 
year,  whereas  the  entrance  salary  in  the  Veterans'  Bureau  is  $3,800; 
naturally  a  young  fellow  is  not  going  into  the  Indian  Service  where 
such  small  salaries  are  paid.  I  believe  that  if  the  salaries  were  on  a 
par  with  those  paid  in  public-health  work  and  the  Veterans'  Bureau 
that  we  would  get  good  men  to  enter  the  Indian  Service. 

Now;  to  sum  up  my  recommendations  again:  A  20-bed  modern 
hospital  at  Lac  du  Flambeau.  The  Menominees  are  taken  care  of  so 
far  as  hospitals  are  concerned.  At  Tomah  a  general  hospital  for  the 
school  and  agency  of  at  least  50-bed  capacitj^  and  a  full-time  physi- 
cian. Also  at  Tomah  a  100-bed  modern  hospital  or  sanitarium  for  the 
treatment  of  tubercular  Indians,  such  treatment  to  be  without  charge. 
We  also  need  three  additional  public  health  nurses;  one  at  Kashena, 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES     2039 

one  at  Odanah  and  one  at  Tomah  to  work  the  territory  out  of  each  of 
these  places.  In  making  this  recommendation,  however,  I  am  assum- 
ing that  the  State  of  Wisconsin  will  continue  its  public  health  work, 
which  they  are  now  doing  in  those  districts.  If  the  States  should 
quit  we  would  of  course  need  more  nurses.  At  the  present  time  in 
my  district,  comprising  about  65,000  Indians  there  are  two  dentists 
trying  to  cover  the  field,  which  means  that  they  get  around  to  visit 
each  school  once  every  two  years.  I  have  recommended  that  four 
full  time  dentists  be  employed  so  that  they  can  get  around  to  visit 
each  school  at  least  once  a  year.  I  feel  that  many  teeth  among  the 
children  could  be  saved  if  they  were  looked  after  a  little  oftener  as 
they  would  then  be  able  to  do  some  preventative  work. 

Q.  How  do  you  find  the  situation  with  reference  to  trachoma? 

A.  In  North  and  South  Dakota  there  is  a  great  deal  of  trachoma, 
ranging  from  15  to  20  per  cent  and  there  should  be  a  school  designated 
as  a  school  for  trachomic  children  so  that  they  could  be  separated 
from  the  rest  and  placed  in  a  school  where  they  could  receive  constant 
attention.  In  my  district  we  have  only  two  sanitariums,  one  at  Toledo 
and  one  at  Arguum  with  a  capacity  of  65,000  Indians;  I  am  speaking 
of  tuberculosis.  We  need  a  general  sanitarium  for  the  South  Dakota 
population,  and  I  have  recommended  that  it  be  located  at  Pierre 
which  is  the  center  of  the  State;  it  is  on  the  railroad  and  boat  lines 
and  the  Indians  have  been  going  there  for  years  for  medical  attention 
and  to  visit  their  children  who  attend  the  boarding  school  there.  We 
have  land  available  there  and  it  is  an  ideal  location  and  the  transpor- 
tation costs  would  be  very  low.  I  have  recommended  a  250-bed 
hospital ;  this  would  be  a  modern  sanitarium  in  every  way. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  In  your  inspections  of  the  various  schools.  Doctor,  have  you 
found  that  proper  diet  is  furnished  the  children  and  do  you  feel  that 
the  appropriation  for  this  purpose  is  sufficient? — A.  No;  under  the 
present  system  our  boarding  schools  do  not  receive  enough  money  to 
feed  the  children  the  way  they  should  be  fed,  the  per  capita  allowance 
is  too  low  and  should  be  increased.  The  matter  of  allocating  funds 
on  a  per  capita  basis  per  child  per  year  is  the  wrong  system  entirely, 
as  under  our  present  system  a  school  located  down  in  California  gets 
the  same  allowance  as  they  do  up  here  in  the  North.  Down  there  of 
course,  they  do  not  have  to  buy  am^  coal  the  year  around,  cows  are 
out  in  the  field  the  entire  year  and  they  raise  gardens,  they  can  buy 
oranges  there  for  $10  a  load  and  they  don't  have  to  buy  any  overshoes 
or  winter  clothing,  and  if  they  get  $300  a  year  down  there  the  very 
least  they  should  have  up  here  would  be  $350.  The  reason  I  say  it 
should  be  based  on  each  school  is  because  conditions  vary.  Take  for 
instance  at  Pipestone,  they  have  a  fine  garden  and  farm  there  and 
raise  a  lot  of  fine  vegetables,  right  across  the  line  at  Pierre  they  did 
not  even  raise  enough  produce  for  themselves  and  the  only  way  the 
superintendent  could  save  was  by  cutting  down  on  the  food  and  cloth- 
ing and  as  a  result  the  children  suffer.  They  are  only  allowed  $265  a 
year  at  the  boarding  schools,  which  is  much  too  low.  This  district 
needs  another  doctor,  more  field  nurses,  and  more  pay  for  doctors. 

Q.  Many  of  these  boarding  schools  I  understand  are  in  very  bad 
condition  and  badly  in  need  of  repair,  and  proper  sanitation  is  not 
provided? — A.  Yes;  it  will  take  a  great  deal  of  money  to  put  these 
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buildings  in  condition.  You  have  no  doubt  noticed  that  most  of 
the  boarding  schools  are  not  modern  and  funds  should  be  provided  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  bring  these  buildings  up  to  standard.  Some  of 
these  buildings  have  been  condemned  and  recommendations  made  but 
they  do  not  seem  to  be  taken  care  of  very  rapidly.  One  girls'  building 
that  I  know  of  has  been  condemned  for  three  years  but  nothing  has 
been  done  on  it  yet. 

Q.  We  hope  that  this  committee  will  be  able  to  speed  things  up  a 
little.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  any  recommendations  on  conditions 
that  should  be  remedied  in  other  States  under  your  jurisdiction.  I 
am  sure  that  I  am  voicing  the  sentiment  of  this  committee  when  I  say 
that  we  are  anxious  to  bring  the  Indian  Service  up  to  the  standard  at 
which  it  should  be  maintained,  and  if  you  have  any  other  data  that 
you  wish  to  send  to  the  committee  we  will  be  very  glad  to  have  it. — A. 
I  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  this  work  because  before  I  was  in  the 
Public  Health  Service  I  was  two  years  in  the  Indian  Service  in  the 
South  and  three  years  with  the  Bureau  of  Education  in  Alaska  and  for 
the  past  three  years  down  here  in  this  section. 

Oliver  M.  Olson,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  Your  name  is  Oliver  M.  Olson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  you  wish  to  make  to  the  company? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  an  attorney  at  law  and  was  employed  as  Father 
Gordon  relates,  and  I  wish  to  give  you  the  facts  of  the  situation;  the 
truth  will  never  hurt  anyone.  I  will  not  go  into  details  as  to  the 
controversy  between  the  power  company  and  the  Indians,  but  Father 
Gordon  came  to  Chicago  once  or  twice  claiming  to  be  the  spokesman 
for  these  Indians  and  begged  me  to  come  up  there  and  see  what  could 
be  done  for  the  Indians  in  the  Court  O'Reille  community,  and  I  finally 
consented  to  do  so.  He  agreed  that  I  was  to  get  $50  for  the  trip. 
I  came  to  Stone  Lake  where  they  were  holding  a  council.  I  came  there 
again  on  Easter  Sunday  before  the  water  rose  on  the  new  post;  I  stayed 
at  James,  I  believe,  and  on  Sunday  we  held  the  council  meeting  accord- 
ing to  schedule.  So  I  made  two  trips  up  there  and  paid  my  way. 
I  had  no  chance  to  go  into  details.  I  simply  gathered  the  papers 
together  and  got  as  many  signatures  as  possible  and  made  a  contract 
and  fixed  things  up.  Mr.  Gordon  had  a  notorious  drunk  for  an 
interpreter,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Oberon  I  believe.  I  mention  this 
because  of  things  which  will  come  out  later.  We  finally  got  things 
fixed  up  and  Mr.  Gordon  turned  over  some  papers  to  me. 

We  drove  over  this  road  that  was  testified  to  here  and  it  was  a  poor 
excuse  of  a  road.  I  was  then  dumped  off  at  Stone  Lake  to  take  a  team 
home.  It  was  then  my  duty  to  interview  the  board  and  make  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  situation  which  I  did.  Shortly  after 
this  owing  to  Father  Gordon's  misdirected  and  inefficient  work  he 
was  removed  from  that  parish.  He  of  course  was  not  at  all  pleased  with 
this,  and  when  I  found  out  that  I  was  to  be  used  as  a  bludgeon  in  the 
matter  for  the  removal  of  the  bishop,  I  refused  as  I  did  not  wish  to 
take  part  in  or  get  mixed  up  in  any  church  matters.  I  had  several 
conferences  with  attorneys  for  the  power  company  in  Chicago  that 
year. 
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1924  was  a  very  hard  year  for  me;  I  was  very  busy.  I  was  working 
for  the  La  Follette- Wheeler  ticket  and  I  had  an  uphill  road.  I  also 
was  working  for  the  Bad  River  Indians  and  the  Oneidas.  During 
the  winter  I  was  hired  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  make  an  investiga- 
tion of  timber  cuttings  on  the  Oneida  Reservation.  Mr.  Ryder,  the 
Government  superintendent  came  up  to  see  me  when  I  was  working 
for  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  after  a  conference  he  told  me  that  he 
could  settle  the  differences  between  the  power  company  and  the 
Catholic  church  or  parish  at  Court  Oreille  and  I  gave  him  those  papers 
which  I  had  received  and  took  his  receipt  for  them,  and  in  that  re- 
ceipt I  agreed  to  waive  any  claim  for  my  fees  because  the  settlement 
was  to  be  made  betw^een  the  power  company  and  the  individual  for 
those  graves.  The  understanding  was  that  if  Mr.  Ryder  was  unable 
to  make  settlements  that  he  would  turn  the  papers  back  to  me  and  I 
would  inform  them  about  it  and  go  ahead  as  soon  as  I  could,  but  there 
was  a  lack  of  cooperation  all  around  and  Father  Gordon  is  more 
responsible  for  it  than  anyone  else.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  timber 
cuttings,  Mr.  Grady  does  not  understand  the  situation  and  he  has 
no  information  except  what  I  gave  him.  Mr.  Grady  speaks  about 
the  timber  cuttings  and  the  difference  between  the  timber  scales  and 
the  mill  run.  The  Woods  scale  was  cut  out  of  the  investigation  en- 
tirely and  I  called  his  attention  to  this  at  the  time  he  filed  his  supple- 
mental report  with  the  attorney  general,  Herman  L.  Ekern,  which 
report  I  understand  was  subsequently  forwarded  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  at  Washington.  It  therefore  stands  to  reason 
that  if  Mr.  Grady's  state  of  facts  are  wTong  his  conclusions  are  also 
WTong.  I  have  copies  of  10  reports  which  I  filed  with  Mr.  Grady, 
only  one  of  which  apparently  was  considered.  I  will  be  glad  to  for- 
ward these  to  the  committee  if  you  desire. 

Senator  La  Follette.  We  would  be  very  glad  to  have  them. 

Willis  T.  Ryder,  superintendent  (recalled). 

I  just  want  to  make  this  statement — something  was  mentioned 
here  with  reference  to  the  tribal  council.  For  your  information  I 
have  picked  up  this  record  here  of  the  proceedings  of  the  tribal 
council  since  1916;  the  record  is  brought  down  to  date.  Some 
inquiry  was  also  made  as  to  the  amount  of  tribal  land  involved  in 
the  reservoir  site,  and  I  was  unable  to  give  you  the  exact  figures  on 
that  at  the  time,  but  this  map  I  have  here  will  show  that  there  were 
approximately  5,000  acres  of  Indian  land.  At  Senator  La  FoUette's 
request  I  have  also  brought  dow^n  this  map  which  shows  the  status  of 
various  lands  on  the  reservation.  Blue  represents  certificates  of 
competency  issued;  red,  land  sold  under  department  regulations;  and 
green,  restricted  land.  This  here  represents  the  tribal  land  on  the 
reservation. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  when  you  say  the  land  was  sold  under 
department  regulations? — A.  Department  regulations  provide  that 
the  land  to  be  sold  must  be  advertised  after  a  petition  has  been 
executed  by  the  title  holders.  This  advertisement  contains  the  ap- 
praised valuation,  and  all  tenders  must  be  equivalent  to  the  appraised 
valuation  or  more.     I  am  referring  to  the  land  outlined  in  red  now. 

Q.  Under  the  terms  of  the  license  granted  to  the  power  company 
it  was  provided  that  the  annual  charges  for  the  use  of  Indian  lands 
within  the  reservation  shall  be  $1,200  per  annum,  provided  that 
such  charges  may  be  adjusted  at  the  end  of  20  years  after  the 
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beginning  of  operations  as  provided  in  Section  V  of  said  said  regula- 
tions 14. — A.  The  license  to  the  power  company  was  granted  before 
my  incumbency  so  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  how  the  trans- 
action was  consummated.  The  license  as  I  recall,  however,  provided 
for  the  payment  of  various  sums  of  money,  $500  I  believe  for  the 
construction  of  a  church,  $500  for  a  beach,  and  there  was  an  item  I 
believe  of  $350  for  rice.  All  of  those  sums  were  converted  into  tribal 
funds  and  to  the  credit  of  the  tribe.  So  far  as  the  timber  contracts 
mentioned  are  concerned  the  contracts  were  all  executed  under 
existing  regulations  with  department  approval. 

Senator  La  Follete.  The  Indians  claim  that  a  sale  of  timber  was 
made  in  1907  and  1908  to  W.  E.  Lathrop,  that  the  money  was  kept 
and  no  account  ever  made  of  the  same;  they  also  claim  that  in  the 
year  1916  the  superintendent  of  the  training  school  contracted  timber 
on  the  Couderay  in  sections  20,  26,  and  a  portion  of  35,  and  39.  Will 
you  kindly  look  that  up  and  make  a  report  on  it  to  the  committee? 

Mr.  Ryder.  Yes,  sir. 

David  M.  Thomas,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senators  Frazier  and  Wheeler  : 

Q.  State  your  name? — A.  David  M.  Thomas. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  Here  at  Hayward. 

Q.  You  were  formerly  a  teacher  or  principal  at  the  Fort  Totten 
School  in  North  Dakota  and  have  a  statement  to  make  to  the  com- 
mittee?— A.  I  am  a  teacher  in  the  Indian  Service  and  have  been 
here  since  1928.  Immediately  prior  to  coming  here  I  was  principal  of 
the  Fort  Totten  Indian  School  in  North  Dakota  under  Superintend- 
ent J.  S.  Hammett.  I  have  been  in  the  Indian  Service  for  22  years 
at  various  points  and  also  worked  several  years  for  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota. I  was  nine  years  on  the  Island  of  Luzon  at  Bontrack  and  out 
of  35  teachers  who  left  together  I  believe  I  was  considered  the  best 
as  I  became  acting  superintendent  the  first  year.  My  salary  at  Fort 
Totten  was  $2,300  and  here  it  is  $1,740  per  annum.  The  reason  for 
my  transfer  was  given  that  I  was  unable  to  get  along  with  my  co- 
workers, but  prior  to  coming  to  Fort  Totten  I  always  had  a  very  good 
record.  I  wrote  two  letters  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
copies  of  which  I  have  with  me  and  which  I  would  like  to  have  in- 
serted in  the  record.  The  controversy  at  Fort  Totten  I  believe  arose 
from  the  fact  that  the  superintendent  there  coordinates  the  work  of 
the  school  with  that  of  the  agency  jail.  This  situation  affords  an 
unwarranted  intermingling  of  school  children  and  agency  prisoners. 
Some  of  the  worst  characters  on  the  reservation  were  brought  into 
the  jail  and  allowed  to  mingle  with  the  boys  and  girls  attending  school 
as  well  as  vnih  the  employees.  I,  of  course,  objected  to  that  and 
apparently  created  the  ill  will  of  Mr.  Hammett;  he  assumed  the  atti- 
tude that  he  was  always  right  and  that  I  had  no  right  to  question 
anything  he  might  do  whether  or  not  it  affected  the  morals  of  the 
children  or  employees.  He  went  on  the  theory  that  the  king  could 
do  no  wrong.  I  remember  on  one  occasion,  it  happened  to  be  my 
wife  that  time,  he  instructed  her  to  go  to  the  garden  and  take  some 
little  girls  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  have  them  clean  the  garden. 
I  objected  to  that  and  the  superintendent  called  the  agency  police- 
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man  and  told  him  to  put  that  man  out  of  the  office.  I  am  just  giving 
you  a  few  instances  of  the  administration  of  this  so-called  superin- 
tendent.    I  would  like  to  have  these  matters  looked  into. 

Fort  Totten,  N.  Dak., 

March  8,  1928. 
The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  superintendent  of  Fort  Totten  Indian  School.) 

Dear  Sir:  Many  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  my  work  here  are  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  superintendent  of  this  school  coordinates  the  work  of  the  school 
with  that  of  the  agency  jail.  This  situation  naturally  affords  an  unwarranted 
intermingling  of  school  children  and  agency  prisoners. 

I  shall  relate  the  following  specific  instances  which  are  cited  to  support  the 
above-stated  contention : 

Louise  Graywater  was  discharged  about  October  10,  1927,  but  she  was  returned 
on  December  7  and  confined  in  the  agency  jail  which  is  located  on  the  school 
campus  about  midway  between  the  boys'  and  girls'  buildings.  On  December  10 
she  was  joined  by  Mary  Celina  Johnson,  another  celebrated  prostitute  and  drunk- 
ard, according  to  the  Minnewauken  and  Devils  Lake  police  records.  These  two 
women  are  reputed  to  be  the  lowest  and  toughest  characters  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  They  were  assigned  by  the  superintendent  of  this  school  to  work  in 
the  school  laundry  where  they  come  in  close  contact  with  our  school  girls.  The 
two  women  named  above  were,  according  to  my  understanding,  carried  as  pris- 
oners until  January  4,  1928,  when  the  superintendent,  tentatively,  placed  their 
names  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  United  States  Government.  Louise  Graywater  was 
assigned  to  the  laundry  while  Mary  Celina  Johnson  was  detailed  to  the  sewing 
room. 

These  two  women  were  under  the  impression  that  they  were  employees  of  the 
school  because  the  superintendent  had  told  them  so.  On  January  4  the  school 
cook  was  instructed  by  the  superintendent  to  permit  these  two  women,  Louise 
and  Mary  Celina,  to  eat  in  the  school  kitchen  because  they  were  now  employed. 
While  they  were  prisoners  their  food  was  carried  to  them  in  the  agency  jail  by 
school  boys.  On  the  same  date  the  disciplinarian  who  is  also  a  sort  of  a  custodian 
of  the  agency  jail  keys  learned  from  various  sources  that  the  two  "ladies  of  the 
jail"  were  no  longer  prisoners  but  Government  employees.  He  undoubtedly 
believed  that  he  would  be  establishing  a  dangerous  precedent  if  he  were  to 
permit  his  school-boy  orderlies  to  lock  his  fellow  employees  in  jail  every  night. 
Therefore,  locking  the  jail  door  on  the  ladies'  side  was  discontinued.  However, 
it  might  have  been  safer  for  our  school  boys  if  this  door  had  been  securely  locked. 

It  is  understood  that  these  two  moral  degenerates  went  on  leave  without  per- 
mission on  Friday,  January  13,  and  did  not  return  to  duty  until  Wednesday, 
January  18.  An  Indian  told  me  that  he  met  them  on  the  streets  of  Devils  Lake 
in  an  intoxicated  condition  on  Tuesday,  Januar}'  17. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  memorandum  which  appears  as  follows: 

memorandum 

January  17,  1928. 
Mr.  Griffiths:  I  understand  that  the  two  women  have  been  employed  here 
since  about  the  first  of  the  year.  I  haven't  been  supplied  with  any  information 
relative  to  their  appointment.  If  I  am  to  keep  their  time,  I  should  be  pleased  to 
have  a  copy  of  Form  1-325.  These  employees  did  not  report  to  me  when  report- 
ing for  duty  according  to  our  understanding  relative  to  procedure  in  handling 
employment. 

D.   M.  Thomas. 

On  the  same  sheet  below  appears  the  following  in  chief  clerk's  handwriting: 
"This  was  tentative  and  the  arrangement  will  probably  not  be  made  permanent. 
They  are  not  here  now  and  probably  will  not  be  paid  for  the  services." 

Griffiths. 

On  January  10  and  14  Louise  Gra}' water  delivered  to  Bertha  Ironhawk,  one 
of  our  most  promising  school  girls,  two  letters  from  Pat  Lohnes,  a  man  prisoner. 
The  following  is  quoted  from  one  of  the  letters:  "You  have  a  good  time  if  you 
go  with  me  this  summer." 

It  can  not  be  denied  that  an  education  without  the  proper  development  of 
character  is  worse  than  useless.     The  development  of  moral  character  is  a  prob- 
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lem  in  all  schools.  It  is  a  difficult  problem  where  conditions  and  environment 
are  favorable.  The  teachers  and  others  who  are  trying  to  make  happier  and 
more  useful  beings  out  of  these  Indian  children  are  offered  no  encouragement 
but  instead  an  insurmountable  obstacle  is  placed  in  the  way  by  permitting  the 
pupils  to  intermingle  freely  with  felons,  drunkards,  and  harlots.  These  same 
people  are  placed  on  a  plane  with  the  employees  of  this  school  by  tentatively  con- 
sidering them  as  Government  employees.  Under  these  conditions,  it  is  difficult 
to  maintain  a  high  moral  standard  among  either  the  employees  or  pupils. 

On  Monday  morning,  February  13,  1928,  the  superintendent  of  this  school, 
accompanied  by  the  agency  farmer,  went  to  the  matron's  office  in  the  girls' 
building;  the  superintendent  ordered  the  matron  to  have  the  following-named 
young  ladies  brought  into  his  presence:  Rose  Turcotte,  age  17  years;  Celina  Tur- 
cotte,  Mary  Peltier,  aged  16  years;  Rachel  St.  Claire,  age  17  years;  Mary 
Maquaam,  age  16  years;  Cecelia  AUery,  age  16  years;  and  Rose  Wakaksan,  age 
15  years.  That  there  were  present  on  this  occasion  in  the  matron's  office  the 
superintendent,  the  two  matrons,  and  the  agency  farmer;  that  the  superintendent, 
after  removing  his  coat,  called  for  the  "implement  of  torture";  that  he  then 
took  a  chair  and  properly  arranged  it  so  the  bodies  of  his  victims  would  be  adjusted 
for  receiving  the  blows  in  the  right  place;  that  he  called  upon  each  young  lady, 
in  regular  order,  to  place  her  heart  and  soul  upon  this  shifty  but  nifty  execution 
block;  that  the  superintendent  slightly  bending  over  his  victim  with  the  "weapon 
of  torture"  in  one  hand,  he  deftly  raised  the  young  lady's  skirts  with  the  other 
hand  and  proceeded  with  a  cruel  attack  upon  her  body;  that  he  dealt  blow  after 
blow  until  the  young  ladies  shrieked  and  cried  with  pain. 

It  is  felt  that  this  attack  was  entirely  unnecessary.  If  the  matron  and  others 
had  been  supported  in  maintaining  discipline,  this  particular  occasion  would  not 
have  arisen.  Any  bodily  punishment  administered  to  young  ladies  should  be 
applied  to  them  by  a  woman.  The  matron  has  every  right  to  expect  support  in 
her  work  of  disciplining  the  girls.  She  also  has  every  right  to  resent  others  coming 
into  her  building  and  performing  this  work  for  her.  She  can  not  expect  to  retain 
the  respect  of  the  girls  by  such  procedure.  It  is  not  understood  why  the  presence 
of  the  agency  farmer  was  required  on  this  occasion  unless  it  were  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  the  matron  from  interfering  with  the  brutal  method  of  attack. 

Human  life  is  generally  considered  as  something  sacred  and  its  best  attributes 
can  not  be  properly  developed  by  the  caveman  methods.  Kindness  and  firmness 
are  two  essentials  of  good  discipline.  Brutal  force  administered  by  a  big,  powerful 
man  to  sensitive  young  ladies  can  not  result  in  their  physical,  mental,  nor  moral 
betterment.  I  have  three  daughters  of  my  own  who  are  away  from  home  in 
school.  I  know  what  my  reaction  would  be  if  some  one  should  attempt  to  destroy 
their  pride  and  their  self-respect  by  subjecting  them  to  physical  torture  and 
mental  anguish. 

Corporal  punishment  is  of  the  past,  the  days  when  fear  reigned.  There  are 
many  other  ways — ways  of  interest,  sympathy,  and  understanding — of  reaching 
the  most  difficult  pupil. 

PAT    LOIINES 

Pat  Lohnes  is  a  young  Indian  who  began  a  30-day  sentence  at  the  agency  jail 
on  January  9,  1928.  On  January  10  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Bertha  Iron  Hawk  in 
which  he  stated  "You  have  a  good  time  if  you  go  with  me  this  summer."  The 
letter  was  delivered  by  Louise  Walking  Bull,  a  tentative  employee,  who  resided 
in  the  agency  jail  in  the  cell  adjoining  Pat's. 

Fort  Totten  Indian  School, 
Fort  Totten,  N.  Dak.,  November  11,  1927. 
Hon.  Chas.  H.  Burke, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Through  the  superintendent  of  Fort  Totten  Indian  School.) 
My  Dear  Mr.  Burke:  I  have  received  by  mail  on  different  occasions  corre- 
spondence signed  by  the  superintendent  of  this  agency  which  bears  the  following 
address:  "To    the    foreman,    Mr.    Thomas."     It    also    included    the    following 
instruction:  "Please  perform  the  following  work  and  report." 

I  wish  to  know  if  the  superintendent  has  been  authorized  to  change  my  official 
title.  I  am  not  much  concerned  about  my  official  designation  but  I  am,  however, 
greatly  concerned  about  my  official  duties  because  I  am  eager  to  perform  them 
promptly  and  efficiently  at  all  times. 

I  am  completely  bewildered  with  regard  to  my  official  duties.  I  am  acquainted 
with  the  organization  of  the  Indian  Service.     I  am  familiar  with  the  duties  of  a 
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school  principal  in  the  Indian  Service.  I  have  read  and  studied  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations for  Indian  Service  employees.  I  have  read  circulars  and  bulletins  from 
the  Indian  Office  relative  to  Indian  school  work.  I  had  anticipated  that  my 
work  in  this  school  would  be  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  organization  pre- 
scribed by  the  Indian  Office.  I  proceeded  to  carry  on  my  work  here  in  accordance 
with  what  I  understood  my  duties  to  be  but  I  soon  discovered  that  the  superin- 
tendent was  issuing  orders  direct  to  the  school  employees.  I  had  expected,  at 
least,  to  have  direct  charge  of  the  academic  department  but  I  have  observed  that 
the  superintendent  visits  a  certain  classroom  frequently  and  the  teacher  of  this 
classroom  has  informed  me  that  he  assigns  work  directly  to  the  pupils,  thus 
interfering  with  discipline  and  with  her  school  program.  Work  that  the  super- 
intendent assigns  to  these  sixth-grade  pupils  would  be  suitable  for  senior  high 
school  or  for  college  students. 

The  superintendent  instructed  the  present  disciplinarian  to  consult  with  me 
relative  to  his  duties  upon  his  arrival  here.  I  proceeded  to  direct  his  activities  but 
I  soon  found  that  he  was  receiving  orders  direct  from  the  superintendent.  Among 
them  were  instructions  to  take  charge  of  the  agency  jail  and  the  agency  prisoners. 
I  have  always  felt  that  no  man  can  serve  two  masters.  Therefore,  I  resolved  to 
enter  a  state  of  forbearance  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a  supervisor. 

The  next  day  after  I  arrived  here,  I  visited  the  boys'  building  where  I  observed 
a  vampish  acting  Indian  woman,  who  was  apparently  about  30  years  of  age, 
standing  on  the  front  porch  of  that  building.  She  grinned  at  me  and  acted  rather 
friendly,  I  thought,  for  a  person  whom  I  had  never  met  before.  Later,  I  saw  this 
same  woman  eating  her  meals  in  the  school  kitchen  where  some  of  our  school 
employees  were  eating  at  the  same  time.  Upon  inquiry,  I  learned  that  this  woman 
is  a  notorious  prostitute  by  the  name  of  Louise  Gray  Water,  alias,  Walking  Bull; 
that  she  was  detained  as  a  prisoner  in  the  boys  building  of  this  school  for  several 
weeks  because  she  was  seriously  infected  with  a  vile  infectious  disease.  I  under- 
stand that  she  was  kept  here  in  the  boys'  building  as  a  prisoner  in  order  that  she 
might  not  spread  this  terrible  social  disease.  She  was  given  treatments  in  our 
school  hospital.  For  a  time  this  woman  ate  her  meals  in  the  pupils'  dining  room 
with  our  school  girls.  Louise  Gray  Water  worked  with  our  school  girls  in  the 
various  industrial  departments  including  our  school  kitchen.  It  seemed  that  she 
was  permitted  the  freedom  of  our  school  grounds  and  buildings  with  very  little 
restrictions.  I  observed  that  she  attended  the  public  dances  held  during  the  Indian 
fair. 

It  was,  at  the  time  of  my  arrival,  and  it  has  continued  since  then,  the  common 
practice  in  this  institution  for  the  agency  prisoners  to  eat  their  meals  in  the  school 
kitchen.  For  some  time  I  have  observed  a  prisoner  named  Joseph  AndreM'S 
Wakaksan  eating  in  the  kitchen  of  this  school,  seated  at  a  table  with  several  of 
our  employees.  This  prisoner  informed  me  that  he  was  directed  to  eat  at  this 
particular  place  by  the  superintendent  of  this  place.  The  prisoner  spends  his 
leisure  time  about  the  boys'  building  interfering  with  the  discipline  there.  He 
sleeps  in  a  recently  constructed  jail  situated  on  the  school  campus. 

The  superintendent  has  given  me  no  authority  since  my  arrival.  However,  I 
have  been  permitted  to  observe  and  think.  I  have  been  given  some  instructions 
as  foreman. 

I  believe  that  this  school  should  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  high  moral 
standards  which  are  taught  to  our  pupils  in  the  buildings,  in  the  classrooms,  and 
in  chapel  by  our  good  Father  Ambrose. 

Would  you  and  I,  Mr.  Burke,  permit  our  own  children  to  attend  a  school  where 
they  would  be  expected  to  intermingle  freely  with  felons  and  prostitutes? 

I  have  been  greatly  shocked  with  prevailing  conditions  and  I  feel  exceedingly 
disgraced  with  the  manner  in  which  I  am  compelled  to  meet  on  common  ground, 
jail  birds  and  prostitutes. 

I  do  not  wish  to  appear  negligent  in  performing  my  duties  nor  do  I  wish  to  be 
held  responsible  in  any  way  for  the  conditions  existing  in  this  school. 
Very  truly  yours, 

D.  M.  Thomas,  Principal. 

Dr.  I.  D.  WiLTROUT,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 
Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  Dr.  I.  D.  Wiltrout. 
Q.  You  have  a  statement  to  make  to  the  committee  in  regard  to 
health  conditions  here  have  yoil? — A.  I  have  just  a  few  remarks  I 
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would  like  to  make  to  the  committee.  I  am  State  health  officer  for 
this  district  and  have  made  13  professional  visits  here  and  two  inde- 
pendent surveys.  The  population  is  given  me  as  900  Indians,  of 
that  number  a  few  were  holding  road  jobs  over  the  reservation  and 
in  a  few  cases  evidence  of  thrift  was  shown.  Some  had  gardens 
planted,  chickens,  and  their  homes  were  larger  and  in  a  more  sanitary 
condition  and  better  kept. 

Q.  About  how  many  would  you  say  w^ere  thrifty? — A.  Not  over 
5  per  cent,  the  other  95  per  cent  are  living  in  a  state  of  poverty  mostly, 
their  houses  are  generally  shacks  and  consist  of  only  one  room.  In 
many  cases  more  than  one  family  occupy  the  same  house.  Such 
conditions  particularly  in  cold  weather  are  very  undesirable  where 
they  have  a  lot  of  children  in  the  room  and  no  ventilation,  and  often 
times  a  tubercular  patient  lying  on  the  bed.  Under  such  conditions 
it  is  easy  to  understand  why  tuberculosis  is  so  prevalent  among  them. 
Many  of  them  are  undernourished  and  they  have  no  milk  for  infants 
and  the  children  raised  in  such  surroundings  are  hardly  able  to  attend 
school.  In  examining  groups  of  children  on  the  reservation  and 
examining  their  records  in  a  great  many  cases  I  have  found  evidence 
of  improper  feeding  and  undernourishment  which  makes  them  more 
susceptible  to  disease  and  when  they  get  sick  they  have  no  hospital 
to  go  to. 

When  a  physician  is  called  he  will  make  one  visit  and  if  they  ask 
for  any  more  medical  service  they  can  not  get  it,  the  plea  b^ing  that 
the  Government  has  no  funds  with  which  to  pay  for  medical  attention 
to  these  people.  Maybe  that  is  true  but  it  is  a  serious  handicap  for 
our  public  health  nurses  to  work  under.  The  Indians  themselves,  of 
course,  have  no  money  with  which  to  pay  for  medical  attention. 
Naturally  under  such  circumstances  many  diseases  which  are  in  the 
primary  state  can  not  be  taken  care  of  at  the  proper  time.  The 
sanitary  conditions  and  housing  situation  are  not  such  as  to  promote 
good  health,  and  I  believe  that  10  per  cent  of  syphilis  and  20  per  cent 
of  tuberculosis  have  come  from  people  afflicted  with  those  diseases 
which  they  supposed  to  be  all  right.  In  other  words,  the  disease 
was  in  an  inactive  state.  Many  children  I  have  examined  show 
evidence  of  inherited  syphilis  and  I  believe  the  remedy  for  that  is 
better  hospital  facilities  and  ample  funds  to  meet  and  cope  with  the 
situation  m  the  home.  In  holding  clinics  on  the  reservation  we  have 
found  that  it  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  get  the  Indians  to  cooperate 
with  us;  they  are  a  skeptical  people  and  are  very  reluctant  to  taking 
a  Wassermann  test.  I  believe  we  should  have  an  up-to-date  doctor 
and  a  trained  social  worker  on  these  reservations,  one  who  could  follow 
these  cases  up  and  instruct  the  people  in  their  homes. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  You  feel  that  housing  conditions  should  be  improved? — A.  Yes; 
and  also  that  the  Indians  should  be  taught  proper  sanitation. 

Frank  T.  Lehr,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette  : 
Q.  You  may  state  your  name? — A.  Frank  T.  Lehr. 
Q.  You  wished  to  make  a  statement,  I  believe,*  in  regard  to  the 
agreement  made  with  the  Indians  with  reference  to  the  leasing  of  the 
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reservoir  site? — A.  Yes;  but  after  listening  to  Father  Gordon's 
testimony  I  don't  know  that  there  is  very  much  I  can  add  to  what 
has  already  been  said;  he  covered  the  situation  pretty  well,  I  believe. 

Q,  The  indians  feel  that  the  power  company  did  not  carry  out 
their  agreement  made  with  the  Indians? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  what  respects? — A.  The  Indians  feel  that  the  license  granted 
by  the  Federal  Power  Commission  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
understanding  had  with  the  Indians  and  that  the  power  comj^any 
did  not  carry  out  their  agreement,  or  certain  parts  of  their  agreement 
with  the  Indians.  There  were  certain  provisions  under  the  license 
which  the  power  company  agreed  to  and  which  the  Indians  under- 
stood were  to  be  carried  out,  but  they  have  not  been  performed. 

Q.  There  was  some  dissatisfaction  over  the  manner  in  which  bodies 
were  to  be  removed  from  the  graveyard  which  was  flooded  and  also 
with  reference  to  construction  of  new  roads  to  take  the  place  of  those 
destroyed  by  reason  of  construction  of  the  dam,  was  there  not? — 
A.  Yes ;  there  was  a  lot  of  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  removal  of 
the  graves.  The  Indians  feel  that  the  power  company  did  not  carry 
out  their  agreement  in  that  respect.  There  was  and  still  is  a  lot  of 
dissatisfaction  over  the  roads  the  power  company  were  to  build.  It 
was  our  understanding  that  they  were  to  construct  good  roads  in 
place  of  the  ones  that  were  destroyed  when  they  flooded  the  area  and 
that  we  were  to  have  as  many  roads  as  we  had  before,  but  we  only  got 
one  road  leading  out  of  the  village  to  go  anywhere.  Before  the  area 
was  flooded  we  had  a  good  road  from  the  post  to  Winter  and  also  a 
road  leading  to  Radisson,  a  town  in  that  county,  and  back  this  other 
way  we  had  a  road  leading  to  Hayward  and  points  this  way,  and  also 
a  road  leading  to  Reserve.  The  only  road  we  have  now  to  get  any- 
where from  the  new  post  is  the  road  leading  to  Hayward,  and  if  we 
go  a  distance  of  7  or  8  miles  we  strike  the  Wise  B  highway  and  from 
there  we  can  go  to  Winter  or  Hayward,  and  it  is  about  12  miles 
further  than  it  used  to  be  from  the  new  post  to  Winter  than  it  is  from 
the  old  post  to  Winter,  but  it  is  just  about  the  same  distance  to  Hay- 
ward as  it  was  before,  and  we  have  no  road  to  the  new  post  except 
to  go  down  to  Couteray.  The  power  company  built  the  road  to 
Couteray  right  there  below  our  old  road  and  built  a  bridge  across 
Blue  Berry  Creek.  The  town  of  Hunter  built  a  road  to  county  trunk 
''B."  I  never  heard  of  them  getting  any  assistance  from  the  power 
company  only  through  taxation.  Outside  of  that  road  to  county 
trunk  ''B"  we  have  no  road  from  the  new  post  except  the  road  from 
the  new  post  to  Reserve,  and  that  road  is  always  in  bad  condition, 
and  there  is  a  bridge  there  which  we  can  not  cross  with  a  big  car; 
that  road  was  never  taken  over  by  the  town  board  and  it  has  never 
been  kept  up;  the  town  board  never  took  it  over  after  the  company 
built  it.  The  Indians  understood  that  the  power  company  would 
build  as  good  a  road  as  they  had  before  the  flood  and  as  many  but 
they  have  not  done  so.  The  houses  that  the  power  company  built  for 
the  new  post  were  not  completed  at  the  time  the  area  was  flooded 
but  since  that  time  they  have  completed  them  in  pretty  good  shape; 
they  paid  some  money  into  the  agency  and  the  superintendent  had 
the  houses  fixed  up.  We  had  a  church  at  the  old  post,  but  we  have 
none  at  the  new  post  although  we  have  a  cemetery  there.  There  is 
difficulty  somewhere  on  account  of  the  graves,  and  the  bishop  and 
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the  power  company  don't  seem  to  get  together  for  some  reason,  and 
it  makes  it  very  unsatisfactory  to  the  Indians  at  the  new  post  as  they 
are  CathoHc  people. 

By  Senator  Fraziee: 

Q.  Anything  further? — A.  When  the  area  was  flooded  there  was 
about  a  thousand  pounds  of  rice  destroyed,  and  the  power  company 
agreed  to  either  deliver  us  the  rice  destroyed  or  pay  for  it  at  the 
rate  of  35  cents  a  pound,  which  would  be  $350. 

Q.  Has  that  money  ever  been  paid  to  the  Indians? — A.  No;  it  was 
paid  into  the  office  I  understand,  but  the  Indians  never  received  the 
money. 

By  Senator  La  Follette  : 

Q.  You  were  also  to  receive  some  money  for  the  construction  of 
a  new  beach,  were  you  not? — A.  Yes;  the  license  provides  that  a 
site  be  set  aside  for  a  new  beach  for  the  Indians,  a  distance  of  about 
half  a  mile  in  length,  I  don't  know  the  width;  it  was  to  be  of  satis- 
factory width  so  w^e  could  use  all  the  land.  We  have  heard  that  $500 
was  paid  into  the  office  here;  it  was  spoken  about  at  some  of  our 
councils  and  we  were  told  that  it  was  put  into  the  tribal  fund,  both 
the  beach  money  and  the  rice  money,  which  would  make  $850. 

Q.  Have  you  had  a  beach  cleared  yet? — A.  No;  and  w^e  want  that 
monej^  used  where  it  belongs  as  we  could  have  gotten  some  work 
out  of  it  and  that  is  part  of  the  Indians'  living,  and  we  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  way  it  is  handled. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  This  man  Olson  was  enployed  as  attorney  for  the  Indians  was 
he? — A.  Yes;  but  he  did  nothing  for  us  except  to  take  our  mone3^ 

Q.  How^  much  money  did  you  pay  him? — A.  I  think  around  $250 
he  got  and  he  did  not  get  any  results. 

George  James,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  La  Follette: 

Q.  State  your  name? — A.  George  James. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live. — A.  I  am  living  at  the  new  post  now.  I 
formerly  lived  at  the  old  post. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  wish  to  make  to  the  committee? — 
A.  I  don't  believe  I  have  any  statement  to  make,  after  listening  to 
Father  Gordon's  statement.     I  believe  he  has  covered  everything. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  that  the  power  company  have  not  carried  out  their 
agreement  with  the  Indians? — A.  Yes;  I  do,  and  I  believe  most  of 
the  Indians  here  feel  the  same  way  about  it.  That  is  about  all  I  have 
to  say.     Thank  you. 

William  Wolf,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  State  your  name? — A.  William  Wolf.     You  will  have  to  excuse 
me.  gentle^nen,  I  have  no  voice. 

6.  Do  you  wish  to  have  some  one  speak  for  you? — A.  Yes. 
(W.  J.  Stoss  was  then  given  the  usual  interpreter's  oath.) 
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Q.  Where  do  3'oii  live? 

A.  Elm  Grove,  Iowa. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  wish  to  make? 

A.  I  would  like  to  make  a  statement  to  the  committee  on  timber 
cuttings. 

Q.  Go  ahead;  make  it  brief. 

A.  In  the  year  1916  the  superintendent  of  the  Hay  ward  Indian 
School  contracted  the  timber  of  the  Lac  Courte  O'Reilles  band  and 
accepted  money  for  it.  The  sections  contracted  were  the  SE.  % 
NE.  %,  lots  2  and  3,  SW.  Yi  NW.  %  sec.  20-40-6,  lot  5,  sec.  26,  and  NE. 
%  SW.  %  sec.  35-40-7,  and  NE.  }i  SE.  M  of  3-39-7.  A  contract  wash 
also  made  by  superintendent  R.  C.  Craige,  of  the  Hay  ward  Indian 
School,  with  the  Bekkedahl  Lumber  Co.  of  Couderay,  and  timber  was 
cut  on  the  NE.  %  NE.  ji  of  section  31  and  lot  2  of  section  32-40-6. 
The  estimate  at  that  tipie  being  90,000  feet  of  white  pine  and  60,000 
feet  of  Norway  pine;  this  was  all  on  tribal  land.  In  1917  Mr. 
Quigg,  superintendent  of  the  Indian  School  at  Hayward,  was  author- 
ized by  the  Indian  Office  to  have  timber  cut  and  sold  on  six  tracts  of 
unalloted  lands  along  the  Chippewa  River  on  the  reservation — this 
was  estimated  at  160,000  feet.  In  the  winter  of  1925  Mr.  Ryder, 
superintendent  of  the  Hayward  Indian  School,  sold  timber  to  Mr. 
C.  M.  Olson,  of  Couderay,  Wis.,  in  Sawyer  County.  This  timber 
was  also  on  tribal  land  and  no  accounting  has  been  rendered  nor  any 
payment  made  to  the  Indians  for  this  timber.  The  timber  I  am  speak- 
ing of,  that  was  cut  by  the  Rekkedahl  Lumber  Co.,  was  at  the  site  of  the 
old  post.  The  Indians  were  not  consulted  at  all  with  regard  to  this 
timber;  in  fact,  they  knew  nothing  about  it  until  some  time  afterwards. 
These  contracts  were  all  made  without  their  knowledge  and  they  were 
never  counseled  about  the  cutting  of  timber  on  the  tribal  lands. 
They  would  like  to  know  what  became  of  this  money  that  was  paid 
for  the  timber. 

ODANAH  INDIAN  RESERVATION  CLINIC,  OCTOBER  1-6,  1923 

(629  examinations,  53  tuberculosis  cases,  adults,  at  St.  Mary's  School) 

Presumptive  tuberculosis  (our  classification  for  ''active")*  14. 
Suspicious  tuberculosis,  3. 
Quiescent  (not  entirely  healed),  3. 
Healed  lesions  (healed  tuberculosis) ,  11. 

Tracheo-bronchial  glands,  suspected  tuberculosis  (glands  inside  chest  wall),  6. 
Cervical  glands,  tuberculosis  (glands  in  neck),  14. 
Tuberculosis  of  hip,  1. 
Tuberculosis  of  spine,  1. 

Sanatorium  treatment  advised  for  9,  plus  4  for  whom  such  care  was  advised, 
if  patients  had  temperature  above  99  and  a  positive  sputum. 
Decayed  teeth,  218  plus  31  pyorrhea. 
Diseased  tonsils,  183. 
Enlarged  adenoids,  106. 
Nose  and  throat  trouble,  64. 
Enlarged  glands,  148. 
Simple  goiter,  102. 
Heart  disease,  14. 
Chronic  bronchitis,  18. 
Acute  bronchitis,  13. 
Asthma,  1. 

Tracheo-bronchial  glands,  nontuberculosis,  52. 

Thickened  pleura,  2.  • 

Pleurisy,  10. 
Malnutrition,  2. 
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Underweight  (more  than  10  per  cent),  45. 

Rickets,  1. 

Anemia,  5. 

Deformity,  1. 

Pink  eye,  2. 

Pneumonia,  1. 

Paralysis,  1. 

O.  K.,  168. 

Vaccinations  recomnaended,  275. 

Contact  cases,  130. 

Insurance  carried  by  234. 

Sputum  examinations  advised,  13. 

Other  examinations  advised,  9. 

Reexaminations  advised,  11. 

Army  men  examined,  2. 

Referred  to  physicians,  290. 

Special:  426  under  18-19,  tuberculosis — 4:}i  per  cent;  203  adults,  34,  tubercu- 
losis— IQYi  per  cent. 

Children  tubercular:  tuberculosis  of  hip,  1,  healed;  presumptive,  3;  cervical 
glands,  6,  2  active,  4  healed;  suspicious  tuberculosis,  2;  tracheo-bronchial  glands, 
6;  healed  lesions,  1. 

ODANAH  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  ST.  MARY's  SCHOOL,  OCTOBER  1-2,  1923 

(124  examinations;  6  tuberculosis  cases,) 

Presumptive  tuberculosis  cases,  2. 

Tracheo-bronchial  glands,  2. 

Cervical  glands,  2. 

Sanatorium  treatment  advised,  2. 

Decayed  teeth,  39. 

Diseased  tonsils,  47. 

Adenoids,  28. 

Nose  and  throat  trouble,  27. 

Enlarged  glands,  30. 

Simple  goiter,  15. 

Heart  disease,  1. 

Tracheo-bronchial  glands,  nontubercular,  19. 

Acute  bronchitis,  1. 

Chronic  bronchitis,  5. 

Underweight  (10  per  cent  or  more),  15. 

Vaccinations  recommended  for,  74. 

Contact  cases,  27. 

Insurance  carried  by,  3. 

Sputum  examinations  advised,  1. 

O.  K.,  33. 

Referred  to  physicians,  70. 

Undelivered  annuity  checks  at  the  Keshena  Agency,  Keshena,  Wis.,  January  12, 

1927 


Pres- 
ent 
No. 

Name 

Born 

Amount 

Remarks 

5 

Adams,  Alice 

1905 
1903 
1885 
1896 

$0.57 

.57 

.57 

3.42 

29 

Adams,  Susan 

37 

Amber,  Olive  W 

64 

Antone,  Gertrude,  mother.. 

55 

Antone,  Rose. . 

50 

Antone,  Drexel 

57 

Antone,  Abner 

58 

Antone,  Erna  L 

50 

Antone,  Allen 

62 

Antone,  Rufus 

1904 
1892 
1870 

.57 
.57 
1.14 

Son  of  Peter. 

67 

Antone,  Dennison 

Son  of  Simeon. 

69 

Anfbne,  James,  husband 

70 

Antone,  Mary  Jane,  wife 

78 

Antone,  Christjohn,  father 

1894 


1.71 

79 

Antone,  Thelma 
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Pres. 

ent 
No. 

Name 

Born 

Amoimt 

Remarks 

80 

Antone,  John  Louis 

81 

Archiquette,  Louisa    .. 

1906 
1902 

$0.67 
1.14 

82 

Archiquette,  Phyllis  W.,  mother 

83 

Archiquette,  May  A.,  daughter 

84 

Archiquette,  Davis.. 



1906 
1901 

1877 
1889 
1885 
1907 
1899 
1896 
1887 
1886 

.57 
.67 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.71 

Son  of  John. 

107 

Archiquette,  Oscar  H 

Do. 

108 

Archiquette,  Chauncey.. 

Do. 

116 

Archiquette,  Wilbert 

118 
124 
126 
127 

Baine,  Anna  H 

Baird,  Amelia  B 

Daughter  of  Cornelius. 

Baird,  Sarah 

Do 

Baird,  Charles 

Do. 

134 

Baird,  Sherman 

135 

Baird,  Lillian  P 

Separated  wife  of  Sherman. 

136 

Baird,  Alma  L.,  daughter 

137 

■aird,  Bertran  E.,  son... 

138 

Baird,  Reuben,  father..      .  

1886 

2.28 

139 

Baird,  Ruben  C 

140 

Baird,  Emory  B 

141 

Baird,  Cleo  M 

142 

Baird,  David,  husband 

1855 
1858 
1871 
1877 

1.14 

143 

Baird,  Hannah,  wife 

172 

Baird,  Neddie 

.57 
1.14 

180 

Baird,  Elijah,  father 

181 

Baird,  Irene,  daughter 

183 

1876 
1879 
1907 
1869 
1887 
1884 
1877 
1889 
1888 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.67 
.57 
2.28 

202 
203 

Baird,  Genus  E 

Baird,  Genus  A 

Son  of  Genus  E. 

218 

227 

Bins,  Ella  H 

230 

Blackhawk,  Ida  E 

231 

Blair,  Jerusha  C  ... 

232 

Bonea,  Theresa  S 

233 
234 

Boone,  Melinda  H.,  mother  (died  in  1925) 

Boone,  Margaret  R. 

235 

Boone,  Dorothv. 

236 

Boone,  Walker  L 



244 

Bread,  Edeas 

1889 
1888 
1871 
1893 
1889 
1903 
1870 

......... 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
L14 

Son  of  Peter. 

245 
246 

247 

Bread,  Jerome 

Do. 

Do. 

Brown,  Margaret  C  (deceased) 

248 
249 

Brunt,  Leah  S 

Bullis,  Maude  B 

250 

Button,  Eddie,  father 

Button,  Ruth,  daughter       

257 

1903 
1899 
1895 

1867 
1873 
1897 
1879 
1909 
1907 
1881 
1884 
1875 
1906 
1905 
1900 
1906 
1897 
1878 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.67 
.67 
.57 
1.14 

Daughter  of  Sylvester. 

258 

Button,  IVIargaret  C 

259 

Do. 

260 
262 

Button,  Frank 

Caswell,  Leila  C 

263 

Charepta,  Essie  D.   ....     .      .  -..  . 

265 

Charles,  Wilson,  father    . 

266 

Charles,  Wilson  D.,  son 

267 

Charles,  Edna  R 

.57 
.57 
.67 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.67 
.67 
.67 
2.86 

Daughter  of  Wilson. 

270 

Charles,  Elias                               .    .  . 

271 

272 

Choteau,  Sophia  C 

273 

Choteau,  Margaret 

Daughter  of  Sophia  C. 

274 

Choteau,  Isabelle  J 

Do 

278 

Christ  John,  Theodore.           .     ....  

Son  of  WiUiam. 

298 

Christjohn,  Annie 

300 

Clatt,  Inez  P 

301 

Clinch,  Robert  H.,  father..      .  ...  .  .. 

302 

Clinch,  Petrice 

303 

Clinch,  Robert  H.,  jr 

304 

Clinch,  Adeline  I       

305 

Clinch,  Donald  V 

307 

Coleman   Ruth  E  ,  mother 

1892 

3.42 

308 

Coleman,  Frances  A 

309 

Coleman,  Cecelia  V             

310 

Coleman,  Esther  M .  

311 

Coleman,  Ruth  M     ..  ..     

312 

Coleman,  May  Cora                .. 

313 

Cooper,  Filmore 

1854 
1896 
1894 
1888 
1868 
1902 

.67 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.67 
.57 

314 

315 

Cooper,  Electa                 .  . 

Daughter  of  Filmore. 

328 

Cornelius,  Henrv 

337 

Cornelius   Chester  P 

338 

Cornelius,  Mildred 

Daughter  of  Chester. 
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Pres 
ent 
No. 

Name 

Born 

Amount                     Remarks 

342 

Cornelius,  Melinda 

1878 

$0.57 

.57 

.57 

.57 

1.14 

Divorced. 

343 

Cornelius,  Alice 

1871 

362 

Cornelius,  Henry.. 

-  1884 
.      1859 

-  1900 

383 

Cornelius,  Eli  B.. 

Do. 
Do. 

402 

Cornelius,  Vera  Q.,  mother.. 

403 

Cornelius,  Maxine,  daughter 

435 

Cornelius,  Lucy 

.      1864 
.      1883 
-      1892 

.57 

.57 

5.13 

■ 

446 

Cornelius,  Melissa 

Daughter  of  Esther. 

463 

Cornelius,  Uarvev,  husband _ 

464 

Cornelius,  Delia  H.,  wife. 

465 

Cornelius,  Leo  F 

466 

Cornelius,  Ruth.. 

467 

Cornelius,  Rebecca  L 

468 

Cornelius,  Delia  M.. 

469 

Cornelius,  Ertle  D 

470 

Cornelius,  William  M 

471 

Cornelius,  Nancy 

472 

Cornelius,  Lavinia 

1871 
1861 

.57 
L14 

Daughter  of  Sampson  J. 

511 

Cornelius,  James,  husband    .. 

512 

Cornelius,  Melinda,  wife 

513 

Cornelius,  William 

1885 
1874 

.57 
2.28 

524 

Cornelius,  Jesse  H.,  husband 

525 

Cornelius,  Jemima  S.,  wife.. 

526 

Cornelius,  Lemuel  E.,  son.. 

527 

Cornelius,  Clayton  L.,  son 

558 

Cornelius,  Martha  . 

1896 
1893 
1883 
1874 

.57 

.57 

.57 

2.S5 

Daughter  of  Thomas  G 

559 

Cornelius,  Mary 

Do. 

560 

Cornelius,  Casper... 

Son  of  Thomas  G. 

561 

Cornelius,  Elizabeth  S.,  mother.. . 

562 

Cornelius,  Arthur.. 

563 

Cornelius,  Bertha  L     

564 

Cornelius,  William  E 

565 

Cornelius,  Howard  B 

566 

Cornelius,  John  L 

1906 
1903 
1902 
1900 
1895 
1890 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.71 

Son  of  Elizabeth. 

567 

Cornelius,  Florence  E 

Daughter  of  Elizabeth. 

568 

Cornelius,  Ilasson    

Sonof  JoelU. 

569 

Cornelius,  Eliza 

Daughter  of  Joel  H. 

575 

Cornelius,  Levi 

Son  of  Joel. 

590 

Coulon,  Ezekiel,  father 

591 

Coulon,  Edgar  H 

592 

Coulon,  Lawrence 

603 
604 

Coulon,  Frederick 

Coulon,  Albert  R 

1871 
1904 
1901 
1895 
1900 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.71 

Son  of  Frederick. 

605 

Coulon,  Oscar 

Do. 

628 

Danforth,  Herman      ..... 

637 

Danforth,  John  A.,  husband 

638 

Danforth,  Vera  H.,  wife .. 

639 

Danforth,  John  L.,  son 

640 

Danforth,  Thomas 

1890 

1901 

1905 

1897 

1904 

1904 

1846 

1867 

1850 

1868 

1878 

1862 

1905 

1903 

1901 

1880 

1880     - 

1901 

1899 

1885 

1895 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 

641 

Danforth,  Elizabeth 

Daughter  of  Jones. 

642 

Do. 

643 

Danforth,  Isaac 

Son  of  Jones. 

655 

Davids,  Jerusha  S 

662 

Denny,  Lemuel.    

693 

Denny,  Thomas,  husband  (deceased) 

694 

Denny,  Sarah,  wife 

1.14 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 

1.14 

695 

Denny,  p:iizabeth 

Widow  of  John  C. 

696 

Denny,  Jacob 

699 

Denny,  Lizzie  B             

700 

Denny,  Eleazor 

704 

Denny,  Cynthia 

Daughter  of  Abigail. 

705 

Denny,  Ellen  M 

706 

Denny,  Benjamin 

Do. 

745 

Denny,  Elias,  husband 

746 

Denny,  Elizabeth  J.,  wife 

752 

Distache,  Pansy  D    

.57 

.57 

.57 

1.14 

753 

Doxtater,  FranK 

Son  of  WUlIam. 

2979 

Doxtater,  Leonard 

Son  of  Baptist. 
Son  of  William. 

772 

Doxtater,  Oliver,  father 

773 

Doxtater,  Warren  W.,  son 

805 

Doxtater,  Napoleon,  husband 

1862 

1.14 

806 

Doxtater,  Matilda,  wife 

829 

Doxtater,  Arthur  (deceased) 

1896 
1897 
1904 
1894 

.67 
.57 
.57 
.57 

Son  of  Thomas. 

837 

Doxtater,  McKinley 

843 

Doxtater,  Abner  F 

Son  of  Frank. 

900 

DriBcoll,  Amelia  D 

Daughter  of  Napoleon  Doxta- 

1 

ter. 
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ent 
No. 

Name 

Born 
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Remarks 

905 

Elm,  Abram 

1860 
1861 
1878 

$0.57 
.57 
L71 

Widower. 

906 

Elm,  Charles 

Do. 

907 

Elm,  Levi,  husband 

908 

Elm,  Louisa  A.,  wife 

909 

Elm  Margaret  A.,  daughter 

914 

Elm,  Mitchell,  father 

1857 

1.71 

915 

Elm,  Parker,  Mitchel  adopted  son 

916 

Elm,  Parker,  Mabel,  adopted  daughter 

931 

Elm,  Minnie,  mother 

1897 

1.14 

932 

Elm,  Mary  M.,  daughter 

944 

Elm,  Cora 

1890 
1877 
1902 
1891 
1884 
1875 
1894 
1897 
1885 
1883 
19(H 
1903 
1903 
1838 
1873 
1905 
1889 
1896 
1881 
1905 
1895 
1881 
1885 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.14 

Daughter  of  Nicholas, 

952 

Elm,  Andrew 

Son  of  Nicholas. 

961 

Fredenberg,  Mabel  L 

968 

Graham,  Cecelia  Wheelock 

985 

Greely,  Kate  H... 

986 

Haas,  Alary  H                     

987 

Haas,  George  E. 

988 

Haas,  Reuben  C 

989 

Hare,  Electa  M.         

992 

Helgeson,  Delia  D 

996 

Hill,  James 

997 

Hill,  Taylor 

998 
1012 

Hill,  Malcolm 

Hill,  Kate 

Widow. 

1020 

Hill,  Kelsey               

Widower. 

1023 

Hill.  Elijah 

Son  of  Edward  0. 

1026 

Hill,  Hyson 

Do. 

1027 

Hill,  Julia                 

Daughter  of  Daniel. 

1028 

Hill,  Charles 

1044 

Hill,  Ethel  E          

Daughter  of  Simeon. 

1051 

Hill,  Chester 

Son  of  Simeon. 

1070 

Hill,  Wilson       

Widower. 

1091 

Hill,  Angeline  S.,  mother          

Widow  of  Cleveland. 

1092 

Hill,  Shelton  C,  son 

1093 

Hill,  Riley 

1907 
1873 

.57 
1.14 

Son  of  Angeline. 

1099 

Hill,  Lewis,  husband 

1100 

Hill,  Phoebe  W.,  wife 

1102 

Hill,  Daniel  C         

1864 
1901 
1892 
1871 
1890 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.71 

Widower. 

1129 

Hill,  Sylvia  J 

Daughter  of  Aaron. 

1130 

Hill,  James          

Son  of  Aaron. 

1131 

Hill,  George  W 

1134 

Hill,  Eli,  husband 

1135 

Hill,  Mercy  P.,  wife          

1136 

Hill,  Hildied,  daughter 

1145 

1865 
1892 
1883 
1900 

.57 

.57 

.57 

2.28 

Widower. 

1161 

Hill,  Darius                    .  .  . 

1180 

House,  Jonas..- 

1192 

1193 

House,  Pearl  G  ,  wife 

1194 

House,  Martha  J.,  daughter    

1195 

House,  Ruth  M 

1217 

House,  Aaron,  husband 

1851 
1858 
1894 

1.14 

1218 

1219 

House,  Josephine,  mother       ---.... 

1.14 

Daughter  of  Aaron. 

1220 

House,  Blanche  M.,  daughter 

1224 

House,  Chester           ..    .      ..... 

1883 
1888 

.57 
1.71 

Son  of  .\aron. 

1231 

Huflf,  Comey,  husband 

1232 

Huff,  Adelle  P.,  wife    

1233 

HufT,  Roy  A                                  ... 

1247 

Huff,  Henrv  B 

1902 
1870 
1901 
1892 
1900 
1868 
1898 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
4.56 

Son  of  Henry. 

1248 

Hunter,  Mary  P      

1249 

Isham,  Susan  W 

1258 

Jaloma,  Inez  D 

1270 

1275 

Johns,  Anderson,  husband 

1276 

1277 

Johns,  Oric  Alvin        .  .  

1278 

Johns,  Pearl  E 

1279 

1280 

Johns,  Albert                  

1281 

Johns,  Orville 

1282 

1293 

Johns,  Mary                

1902 
1906 
1897 
1885 
1893 
1910 

1913 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 

1   '•" 

Daughter  of  Celicia. 

1304 

Johns,  Gov 

Son  of  Cornelius. 

1333 

1334 

Johns,  Hira 

1338 

Johns,  Eli 

Son  of  Elizabeth  J. 

1339 
1340 

Johnson,  Leonard   (guardian.   Charity  Dox- 

tater). 
Johnson,  Mary  (guardian,  Charity  Doxtater) . 

Children  of  Danuel. 
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1371 

Jones,  Julia  C 

1884 
1884 
1926 
1883 
1873 
1896 
1879 
1906 
1879 
1893 

$0.67 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.14 

1372 

Jourdan,  Simon... 

Widower. 

29S0 

Jourdan,  Eleanor  Jane . . 

Father  Banjamin  Jourdan. 

1390 

Jourdan,  Elias 

1391 

Jourdan,  Peter    .  . 

1400 

Jueno,  Daisy  M 

1462  1 

King,  Denon  .    . 

1494  1 

King,  Flora  May 

Daughter  of  Baptist. 
Son  of  David,  deceased. 

1505 

King,  John  R 

1515 

King,  Sophia,  mother    .-. 

1516  i 

King,  Daniel  J.,  son 

1545  1 

Laitraille,  Inga  K.,  mother... 

1895 

L71 

1546 

Laitraille  Jean  L  ,  daughter 

1547 

Lai traUle,  Lois  J.,  daughter 

1565 

Luttrell,  Conelia  C 

1904 
1895 
1877 
1902 
1885 
1897 
1875 
1880 
1902 
1889 
1857 
1899 
1891 
1905 
1884 

.57 
.67 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.14 

1567 

1569 

Mason,  Waleya  A       .-.. 

1577 

McDaniel,  Hannah  K 

1580 

Menz,  Rebecca  C 

1586 
1630 
1631 
1650 
1651 
1680 

Metoxen,  Wilson,  husband . 

Aletoxen  Eliza  H.,  wife 

Metoxen,  Eliza      .     ... 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.67 
.57 
.57 
3.99 

Daughter  of  Noah. 

Metoxen,  Peter 

Separated  husband  of  Lucy  B . 

1721 

Milhiser  Cecelia  H            .  ... 

1722 

Miller,  Ivy  M       .- 

1735 

Moore,  Madeline  S      .        .  .      

1736 

1737 

Moore,  Cynthia  W.,  wife 

1738 

Moore  Charles  E 

1739 

Moore,  Mildred  A      .  .  .  _. 

1740 

Moore  Job  R                                                 

1741 

1742 

Moore  Mabel  R                      .      -         

1743 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.14 

1744 

1856 
1892 
1880 

1877 

1752 

Nelson   Martha  W 

1753 

1754 

Nelson  Margaret  W 

1755 

Nelson',  Mildred  Woodman,  adopted  daughter . 

1761 

1907 
1902 
1910 

1874 

.57 
1.14 

Daughter  of  Aaron. 

1762 

1763 

1764 

2.28 

1765 

1766 

1767 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 

1892 
1879 

.57 
L71 

Palladeau,  Nancy  S.,  mother ..    

Palladpan    Fprdinand.  son 

1795 

Parker,  Baptist.. 

1907 
1868 
1905 
1903 
1853 

.57 
.57 
.67 
.67 
1.71 

1800 

Parker,  Jacob                      . 

Widower. 

1815 

Parkhurst,  Carl  L 

Son  of  Charles. 

1816 

Parlrhnr'st    Tn^hiia  T^ 

Do.  ^ 

1817 

Parkhurst  Gilbert,  husband 

1818 

Parlrhiirsst    Marv    w^iffi 

1819 

1820 

1863 

i.n 

1821 

1822 

1823 

Parkhurst,  Dolly 

1908 
1904 
1892 
1897 
1901 

.67 
.67 
.67 
.57 
1.14 

Daughter  of  Edward. 

1824 

Parkhurst  Amos 

Son  of  Edward. 

1825 

Parkhurst,  Freeman 

Do. 

1826 

Parkhurst  Lillian                      .      .  .  

Daughter  of  Edwfrd. 

1827 

Parr,  Ida  S 

1828 

Purr    \ToriTnrAt  DoTtatfir   adnntnd  daiiorhtfir 

1836 

Peters,  Jerusha  T 

1838 
1893 
1876 
1897 
1900 
1878 
1905 
1891 
1860 
1880 

.67 
.67 
.67 
.67 
.67 
.67 
.67 
.67 
.67 
1.14 

Widow. 

1837 

Peters,  George            .  ..  

Son  of  Nicholas. 

1843 

Peterson  Eunice  W                            .  . 

1844 

Petrich,  Pearl  M 

1846 

Pettibone,  Annie  T              

1848 

Pope,  Sophia  H 

1849 

Powless,  Electa                 

Daughter  of  Lucinda  P.  Smith 

1863 

Powless,  Jesse                            ...      

1872 

Widower. 

1873 

Powless,  Dennison,  father       ................. 

1877 

Powless,  Lawrence  Richard,  son 
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No. 
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1879 

Powless,  Eli        .      . 

1893 
1865 
1908 
1907 
1888 
1873 
1897 
1854 

$0.57 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.14 

Son  of  Rachel. 

1907 

Powless,  Peter  J__ 

1908 

Son  of  Peter  J. 

1909 

Powless,  Peter  W 

Do. 

1910 

Powless,  Martin         .  . 

1922 

Powless,  Electa  S 

Widow. 

1923 

Powless,  Grace  C .  . 

Daughter  of  Josiah  A. 

1924 

Powless,  Abram                .         _         . 

1925 

Powless,  Lerov,  adopted  son... 

1927 

Powless,  Chester . .  . 

1893 
1891 

.57 
1.71 

Son  of  Abram. 

1928 

Powless,  Nelson,  husband 

1929 

Powless,  Lucinda  S.,  wife 

1930 

Powless,  Bertha,  daughter _. ... 

1932 

Powless,  Minnie 

1900 
1865 
1907 
1906 
1905 
1890 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.71 

Daughter  of  Lucinda. 

1949 

Powless,  Margaret 

Widow  of  Simon. 

1964 

Powless,  Whitney  E 

Son  of  Whitney.  • 

1965 

Powless,  Edmond  R 

Do 

1966 

Powless,  Lillian  M 

Do. 

1968 

Quinney,  Jane  S.,  mother .__._. 

1869 

Quinney,  Isaac 

1870 

1979 

Reed,  Amos,  husband _  .  _  . 

1872 
1876 

2.28 

1980 

Reed,  Kate  M  ,  wife         

1981 

1982 

Reed,  Mabel,  daughter        

1983 

Reed,  Evaline  V 

1908 
1903 
1902 
1900 
1901 
1880 
1876 
1902 
1890 
1883 
1839 
1879 

.57 

.57 

.57 

1.14 

Daughter  of  Amos. 

1984 

%l- 

1985 

Reed,  Amy  De  Cora      .  . .  .  _  .  . 

1986 

Reed,  Arthur,  husband 

Do. 

1987 

Reed,  Ruth  H.,  wife  

1989 

Robinson,  Ida  W             

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
L71 

1991 

Rotheau,  Rachel  B 

1997 

2004 

Schuyler,  Ephraim         

Son  of  James. 

2012 

Schuvler,  Joel 

2024 

Schuyler,  Dinah     .    

Widow. 

2025 

Schuyler,  Joseph  A.,  father 

2026 

Schuyler,  Joseph  A.,  jr.,  son .' 

2027 

Schuyler,  Adelaide  B.,  daughter 

2057 

Silas,  Charles  M 

1869 
1853 
1896 
1878 
1873 
1865 
1906 
1903 
1894 
1900 

.57 
.57 
.57 
1.14 

Widower. 

2058 

Silas,  Eliza 

Widow. 

2065 

Silas,  Mike 

2067 

2068 

Silas,  Lena,  wife                           -       . 

2069 

.57 
.57 
.57 
2.28 

Widower. 

2070 

Silas,  Rose                

Daughter  of  Joshua. 
Son  of  Joshua. 

2071 

Silas,  Patrick  G 

2072 

Do. 

2073 

Silas,  Nettie  J  ,  wife                        

2074 

2075 

Silas,  EarlJ.,  son            

2076 

Silas,  Abram 

1844 
1897 
1887 
1883 
1889 

.57 
.67 
.57 
.57 
L14 

Widower. 

2082 

1083 

2093 

Separated  husband  of  Flossie  H. 
Separated  wife  of  Absalom. 

2094 

Skenandoah,  Flossie  H.,  mother 

2095 

Skenandoah,  Charles  E.,  son 

2103 

1854 
1889 

.57 
1.71 

Widow. 

2155 

Skenandoah,  Mary  J.,  mother       

2156 

2157 

Skenandoah,  Marena  .    

2191 

Skenandoah,  Elsie                         .    - 

1885 
1875 
1903 
1904 
1868 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
1.14 

Daughter  of  Jacob,  2d. 

2194 

2202 

Daughter  of  Alexander. 
Son  of  Alexander. 

2203 

Skenandoah,  Robert                       . 

2204 

2205 

Skenandoah,  Prudence  E.,  daughter 

2206 

Skenandoah,  Bertha 

1903 
1901 
1900 

.57 
.57 
L14 

Daughter  of  Alexander. 

2207 

2208 

Skenandoah,  Chester,  father        

Son  of  Alexander. 

2209 

Skenandoah,  Chester  W.,  son... 

2226 

1899 
1907 
1905 
1902 
1899 
1901 

.57 
.67 
.57 
.57 
L71 

2239 

Skenandoah,  Linus  M          

Son  of  EUjah,  jr. 
Do. 

2240 

2241 

Skenandoah,  Abbie  A      

Daughter  of  Elijah,  jr. 

2242 

Skenandoah,  David  0  ,  husband    

Son  of  Elijah,  jr. 

2243 

2244 

Skenandoah,  Arnold  V.,  son 

2245 

Skenandoah,  AmL 

1892 

.57 

Do. 
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2273 

Skenandoah,  Marian 

1876 
1843 

1887 
1918 
1880 

$0.57 
.57 
L14 

Daughter  of  Joshua. 

2274 

Skenandoah,  Solomon 

2275 

Skenandoah,  Elsie  P.,  mother 

Widow  of  Shepard. 

2276 

'nil 

Skenandoah,  Willard,  husband 

3.42 

2278 

Skenandoah,  Melissa  G.,  wife.. 

2279 

Skenandoah,  Eleanor  V.,  daughter. 

2280 

Skenandoah,  Willard  R.,  son 

2281 

Skenandoah,  James  M.,  son .  . 

2282 

Skenandoah,  Perrv  J.,  son.. 

2283 

Skenandoah,  Emanuel,  husband 

1896 
1900 
1891 
1884 
1894 
1888 
1886 
1905 
1859 
1869 
1890 
1852 
1904 
1886 
1908 
1907 
1870 
1910 
1913 
1907 
1902 
1908 
1906 
1901 

1.14 

2284 

Skenandoah,  Lydia  M  ,  wife 

2329 

Skenandoah,  Eli 

.57 
.67 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
■     .57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 

1.14 
.57 

.57 

.57 

.57 

1.71 

2334 

Smith,  Elizabeth  D 

Widow. 

2357 

Smith,  Luther  S 

Son  of  Joseph  M. 

2358 

Smith,  Robert 

Do 

2359 

Do. 

2386 

Smith,  Mary  A 

Daughter  of  William. 

2413 

Widower. 

2439 

Smith,  Henry  V 

2449 

Smith,  Levi 

2450 

Smith,  Abram                         

Widower. 

2453 

Smith,  Eliza  A    

Daughter  of  Leonard. 

2464 

Smith,  Cornelia  S.,  mother     

2465 

Smith,  Spencer 

Son  of  Cornells. 

2466 

Smith,  Dorothy       

Daughter  of  Milton. 

2473 

Smith,  Nelson  

2474 

Smith,  Sarah  M          

2475 

Smith,  Thamer.. -.. 

Lucius  Hill,  guardian. 

2476 

Smith,  Louis    

Son  of  Sarah  A. 

2477 

Smith,  Alvin. 

Son  of  Nelson. 

2480 

Smith,  Isabel      

Daughter  of  Cyrenus. 

2485 

Smith,  Ernest  A                         .      

Son  of  Cjrrenus. 

2489 

2490 

Smith,  Elwood  R.,  son                     _  _  _ 

2491 

Smith,  Geraldine  C 

2492 

Smith,  Simpson                     .  . - 

1883 
1893 
1890 
1906 

.57 
.57 
.57 
1.14 

2493 

Smith,  Franklin 

2494 

Smith,  Mary  Ann  W        

2512 

Steinfeldt,  May  H.,  mother 

2513 

Steinfeldt,  James  v.,  son 

2520 

Stevens,  Jennie  W 

1887 
1899 

.57 
1.71 

2545 

Stevens,  Brigman,  father    

2544 

Stevens,  Elderence,  son 

2546 

2555 

Stout,  Nora  P 

1896 
1901 
1894 

.57 

.57 

2.28 

2556 

2557 

Summers,  Jacob,  father              .  .            - 

2558 

2559 

Summers,  William  J.,  son    .  .  

2560 

2582 

Summers,  Elmer,  husband. 

1898 
1904 

1.71 

Son  of  Taylor. 

2583 

Summers  Cynthia  C  ,  wife 

2584 

2591 

Summers,  Lillian                     .         .... 

1911 
1915 
1857 
1859 
1887 
1877 
1883 

L14 

Guardian,  Mary  Johnson. 

2592 

Summers  Henrv  Charles 

2635 

Swamp,  Cornelius,  husband     

1.14 

2636 

Swamp,  Rachel  S  ,  wife 

2643 

.57 
1.71 

2650 

Swamp,  James  E.,  husband       ...  

2657 

Swamp,  Nellie  B  ,  wife 

2658 

2660 

Swamp,  Simon                                  ..    

1867 
1906 
1903 
1901 
1893 
1904 
1883 
1890 
1880 
1878 

.57 
.57 
.67 
.67 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.67 
L71 

Widower. 

2663 

Son  of  Antone. 

2664 

Swamp,  Albert     .                  

Do. 

2665 

Swamp,  Grace 

Do. 

2666 

Do. 

2670 

Swamp,  Elva  L          . 

Daughter  of  Jacobi 

2606 

Swanson,  Josephine  C 

2724 

Tibbetts,  Lily  C  

2725 

Trotochaud,  Delilah  C               .      

2726 

Turner,  Abble  8.,  mother 

2727 

2728 

Turner,  Bertha  Stevens,  daughter.... ... 

Van  Bloomer,  Vinnle  8 

1809 
1806 
1800 

.67 
.67 
1.14 

2731 

2733 

Wallace,  Claudia  M.,  mother 
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No. 
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2734 

Wallace,  Harold  A.,  son 

2735 

Webster,  Louis 

1906 
1902 
1906 
1899 
1897 
1883 
1872 
1870 
1878 
1906 
1869 
1885 
1888 
1879 
1886 

$0.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
L14 

Son  of  Kate  W.  Peters. 

2750 

Webster,  Robert 

Son  of  Phoebe  W,  Hill. 

2758 

Webster,  James    . 

Son  of  Simon. 

2760 

Webster,  Peterson 

Do, 

2761 

Webster,  Simon,  jr .. 

Do. 

2762 

Webster,  Levi 

Widower 

2785 

Webster,  John __ 

2794 

Webster,  Ulysses,  husband 

2795 

Webster,  Sallie  H.,  wife      . 

2806 

Webster,  Arthur  0 

.57 
.67 
.57 
.57 
L71 

Son  of  Albert. 

2824 

Webster,  John  

2829 

Webster,  Louisa.  _ 

2838 

Webster,  Elizabeth 

Daughter  of  Simeon. 

2844 

Webster,  Louis,  husband .      . 

2845 

Webster,  Mary  C,  wife 

2846 

Webster,  Dorothy,  daughter 

2847 

Webster,  Louis,  jr.. 

1907 
1883 

.57 
L14 

Son  of  Louis. 

2853 

Webster,  William,  husband 

2854 

Webster,  Jane  W.,  wife 

2855 

Webster,  August 

1878 
1873 
1879 
1905 
1898 
1881 
1872 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
2.85 

Widower,  son  of  Johnson. 

2856 

Welch,  Florence  C 

2857 

Welch,  Austin 

2860 

Wheelock,  Rebecca  _.  . 

Daughter  of  Lehigh. 

2861 

Wheelock,  Sherwood 

2862 

Wheelock,  Archie 

2863 

Wheelock,  Elsie  S 

2864 

Wheelock,  Sarah  M.  Mike 

2865 

Wheelock,  Annie  Mike i 

2866 

Wheelock,  Raymond  Mike 

2867 

Wheelock,  Job  Mike 

2871 

Wheelock,  Harold  B 

1907 
1904 
1874 
1907 
1907 
1904 
1889 
1890 
1885 

.57 
.57 
.57 
.67 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 
.57 

Son  of  Benjamin. 

2872 

Wheelock,  Percival.. 

Do. 

2874 

Wheelock,  Martin  F 

Divorced, 

2878 

Wheelock,  Elmer 

Son  of  Martin  F. 

2879 

Wheelock,  Eleanor 

Daughter  of  Martin  F. 

2880 

Wheelock,  Inez.  _ 

2901 

Wheelock,  Joel 

Son  of  James  A. 

2902 

Wheelock,  Hugh 

Do. 

2922 

Wheelock,  Phineas                

Report  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  toivn  of  Hohart,  for  the  year  ending  March 

19,  1924 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  Apr.  1,  1923 $7,  153.  15 

Delinquent  personal  property  tax  collected 83.  67 

Poor  aid  from  county  treasurer 102.  10 

Unused  portion  dog  tax  from  county 75.  44 

Temporary  loans 9,  000.  00 

Tax  coUections 36,  825.  05 

Total 53,  239.  41 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Town  board * 402.  00 

Town  clerk 275.  00 

Town  treasurer 259.  66 

Town  assessor 250.  00 

Board  of  review 140.  00 

Elections 77.  50 

School  districts 9,  528.  59 

Poor  relief 790.  10 

Roads 13,  754.  04 

Sundry 727.22 
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Temporary  loans $9,  000.  00 

Interest  on  loans 178.  50 

County  tax 14,  454.  20 

State  tax 2,  558.  42 

Total 52,  385.  23 

Balance  on  hand  Mar.  19,  1924 854.  18 


I.  N.  Webster,  stationery 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 

Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 

Richard  Kiepsky,  wages  as  supervisor. 

Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 

Richard  Kiepsky,  wages  as  supervisor. 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 

Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 

Richard  Kiepsky,  wages  as  supervisor. 

Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 

Richard  Kiepsky,  wages  as  supervisor. 
I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 


CLERK 


July  2,  Joseph  Kazik,  stationery  and  stamps. 

July  2,  Joseph  Kazik,  part  clerk's  salary 

Mar.  3,  Joseph  Kazik,  part  clerk's  salary 


TREASURER 


Apr.  10,  Chauncey  Baird,  stationery  for  past  year. 

May  7,  Robt.  Clark,  stationery 

Aug.  7,  Treasurer's  account  book 

Sept.  4,  Robt.  Clark,  part  treasurer's  salary 

Feb.  11,  Robt.  Clark,  part  treasurer's  salary 


ASSESSOR 


Aug.  6,  Henry  Schmitz,  part  assessor's  salary 

Jan.  7,  Henry  Schmitz,  balance  assessor's  salary. 


BOARD    OF    REVIEW 


Aug.  6,  I.  N.  Webster.. 

Aug.  6,  R.  Kiepsky 

Aug.  6,  Ben  Doxtator.. 
Aug.  6,  Henry  Schmitz. 
Aug.  6,  Joseph  Kazik  __ 


ELECTIONS 


I.  N.  Webster,  chairman  of  election 5. 

Fred  House,  ballot  clerk 5. 

Noah  Goffard,  ballot  clerk 5. 

Sherman  Coulon,  inspector  of  election 5. 

Willard  Skenandore,  inspector  of  election 5. 

Herman  Vandenberg,  clerk  of  election 5. 

Jos.  Kazik,  clerk  of  election 5. 

Jos.  Kazik,  election  returns  to  county 5. 

Kuypers  Publishing  Co.,  statements  and  ballots 37. 
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POOR    RELIEF 
1923 

Mar.  31,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King $15.  00 

Apr.  2,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 15.  00 

Apr.  6,  Lydia  Coulon,  care  of  Mina  John 10.  00 

Apr.  6,  Mary  Jane  Antone,  care  of  Melinda  Denny 15.  00 

Apr.  6,  G.  L.  Morgan,  groceries  to  Elias  Skenandore  and  John  Hill.  _  33.  00 

Apr.  10,  Dr.  N.  M.  Kersten,  medical  service 40.  00 

Apr.  12,  Charley  Doxtator,  V/i  cords  wood,  E.  Skenandore 5.  00 

Apr.  30,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Apr.  30,  Nick  Elm,  care  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

May  31,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

June  4,  Mrs.  Sophie  Silas,  care  of  Melinda  Denny 18.  00 

June  4,  G.  L.  Morgan,  groceries  to  E.  Skenandore  and  Mina  John —  40.  00 

June  6,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

June  30,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Julv  2,  G.  L,  Morgan,  groceries  to  Mina  John 10.  00 

July  2,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

July  2,  Celinda  Webster,  care  of  Melinda  Denny 15.  00 

July  2,  Jane  Webster,  care  of  Melinda  Denny 9.  00 

July  31,  Levi  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

Aug.  2,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Aug.  2,  G.  L.  Morgan,  groceries  to  Moses  Webster  and  Mina  John.  _  25.  00 

Aug.  6,  Jane  Webster,  care  of  Melinda  Denny 15.  00 

Aug.  31,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Aug.  31,  Levi  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

Sept.  5,  Jane  Webster,  care  of  Melinda  Denny 15.  00 

Oct.  1,  Jane  Webster,  care  of  Melinda  Denny 15.  00 

Oct.  1,  G.  L.  Morgan,  groceries  Moses  Webster,  Mina  John,  and  J. 

W.  Hill 35.  00 

Oct.  1,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Oct.  5,  Levi  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

Oct.  31,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Nov.  30,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 20.  00 

Dec.  3,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Dec.  28,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

1924 

Jan.  2,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Jan.  7,  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  care  of  Sarah  Hill 22.  10 

Jan.  7,  F.  W.  Kuehl,  casket  and  funeral  expenses  for  Sarah  Hill 76.  50 

Jan.  7,  Rev.  Wm.  Watson,  digging  grave 5.  00 

Jan.  7,  G.  L.  Morgan,  merchandise  for  Mina  John 31.  50 

Jan.  7,  Mina  John,  poor  aid 10.  00 

Feb.  1,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Feb.  1,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 15.  00 

Feb.  11,  G.  T.  Morgan,  groceries  for  Isaac  Stivens 10.  00 

Feb.  24,  Mina  John,  poor  aid,  two  months 20.  00 

Mar.  1,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Mar.  3,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 15.  00 


SUNDRIES 


790.  10 


Mar.  29,  Treasurer  Brown  Co.,  income  surtax 2.  00 

Apr.  2,  Treasurer  of  Hobart,  personal  property  tax  from  Jos.  Walinski.  18.  24 

Apr.  10,  H.  Niedecken  Co.,  receipt  book 3.  11 

May  7,  Oneida  State  Bank: 

Clerk's  bpnds 7.  50 

Treasurer's  bonds 15.  00 

May  7,  Fred  Bennett,  refund  illegal  tax 10.  91 

June  4,  Frank  Schmechel,  damages  to  car 28.  72 

July  2,  A.  J.  Kleber,  insurance 211.  40 

Oct.  1,  Frank  Calaway,  damages  to  engine 80.  74 

Dec.  4,  Borroughs  Adding  Machine  Co.,  calculator 313.  60 

Dec.  4,  J,  Kazik,  car  service * 3.  00 

Jan.  7,  Robert  Clark,  car  service 3.  00 

Feb.  11,  Jacob  Hoch,  tax  refund 30.  00 

727.  22 
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SCHOOL    DISTRICTS 
1923 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  2,  county  school  money  for  1923 $197.  54 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  3,  county  school  money  for  1923 163.  95 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  4,  county  school  money  for  1923 199.  64 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  6,  county  school  money  for  1923 266.  78 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  1,  county  school  money  for  1923 63.  22 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  7,  county  school  money  for  1923 51.  37 

Treasurer  of  city  of  Green  Bay,  tuition 200.  00 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  2,  State  school  money  for  1923 344.  35 

Treasurer  of  district  No,  3,  State  school  money  for  1923 301.  75 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  4,  State  school  money  for  1923 365.  65 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  6,  State  school  money  for  1923 518.  30 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  1,  State  school  money  for  1923 95.  85 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  7,  State  school  money  for  1923 110.  05 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  2,  county  school  money  for  1924 346.  30 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  4,  county  school  money  for  1924 367.  73 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  3,  county  school  money  for  1924 306.  75 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  6,  county  school  money  for  1924 521.  25 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  1,  county  school  money  for  1924 96.  40 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  7,  county  school  money  for  1924 170.  68 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  2,  county  school  money  for  1920 290.  29 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  1,  local  school  levy 311.  61 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  2,  local  school  levy 400.  00 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  3,  local  school  levy 1,  107.  47 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  4,  local  school  levy 1,  018.  93 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  6,  local  school  levy 1,  267.  39 

Treasurer  of  district  No.  7,  local  school  levy 510.  25 

9,  528  59 

TEMPORARY   LOANS 

State  Bank  of  De  Pare: 

Loan 9,  000.  00 

Interest  on  loan '. 178.  50 

9,  178  50 

County  tax 14,  454.  20 

State  tax 2,  558  42 


17,  012.  62 

ROAD    WORK    UNDER   DIRECTION    OF   TOWN    BOARD 

5.  John  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow 8.40 

6.  Jonas  Schuyler,  shoveling  snow 2.  10 

7.  Joel  Reed,  shoveling  snow 3.  30 

8.  Wilson  Elm,  shoveling  snow 2.  10 

9.  Stadler  King,  shoveling  snow 2.40 

29.  Joseph  Walinski,  shoveling  snow 3.  26 

30.  Henry  Thyssen,  shoveling  snow 3.  60 

31.  Fred  Hendricks,  shoveling  snow 3.  30 

32.  Christ  Hendricks,  shoveling  snow 22.  50 

26.  John  J.  Krousa,  shoveling  snow 22.  30 

27.  Sherman  Coulon,  shoveling  snow 1.  05 

33.  Absolom  Cooper,  shoveling  snow 4.  80 

34.  Jacob  Roffers,  shoveling  snow 5.  70 

35.  Jacob  Schmidtz,  shoveling  snow 8.  10 

36.  Charles  Doxtator,  shoveling  snow 2.  40 

37.  William  Larsen  Co.,  shoveling  snow 66.70 

38.  Albert  Van  Lanen,  jr.,  shoveling  snow 7.  20 

39.  Albert  Van  Lanen,  sr.,  shoveling  snow 5.  10 

40.  Hubert  Kropp,  shoveling  snow _-_  1.  35 

41.  Harvey  Cornelius,  shoveling  snow 2.  40 

42.  Tervis  Elm,  shoveling  snow 2.  10 

43.  Matthew  Johnson,  shoveling  snow 3.  16 

44.  Harry  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow... _ 1.50 
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45.  Levi  Garsow,  shoveling  snow $3.  90 

46.  Eli  Degrand,  work  on  Boland  Road 15.00 

47.  Fred  Manders,  salary  road  superintendent 65.  00 

51.  August  Maternoski,  release  of  land  for  road 240.  00 

58.  Sam  Adams,  shoveling  snow 2.  40 

59.  John  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow 5.  70 

60.  Stadler  King,  shoveling  snow 1.  20 

61.  Wilson  Elm,  shoveling  snow .90 

62.  Joel  Reed,  shoveling  snow 1.  20 

63.  Joseph  Garsow,  shoveling  snow 3.  15 

64.  Fred  Cornelius,  shoveling  snow 1.  50 

65.  William  Larsen  Co.,  shoveling  snow 13.  80 

66.  Antone  Walinski,  shoveling  snow 4.  80 

67.  John  Johnson,  shoveling  snow 1.  20 

68.  Christ  Hendricks,  shoveling  snow 17.  70 

69.  Absolom  Cooper,  cleaning  culvert 3.  00 

70.  Anderson  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow 1.  50 

71.  Jacob  Roffers,  cleaning  culvert 6.  30 

72.  J.  J.  Krousa,  shoveling  snow 13.  20 

73.  N.  Joseph,  shoveling  snow 3.  90 

74.  Fred  Coulon,  shoveling  snow 1.  20 

75.  Sherman  Coulon,  shoveling  snow 1.  65 

76.  Joseph  Walinski,  shoveling  snow 5.  70 

77.  Fred  Manders,  salary,  road  superintendent 60.  00 

114.  Harrison  B.  Smith,  release  of  land  for  road 75.  00 

119.  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  12  slushers 162.  00 

120.  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite 15.  00 

166.  August  Maternoski,  ditching  on  road 143.  00 

174.  Landsman  Printing  Co.,  time  books 9.  00 

225.  R.  J.  McGeehan,  road  grader 129.  50 

226.  Russel  Grader  Co.,  4  grader  blades 22.  60 

229.  Miller  &  Piehl  Co.,  two  3  by  8—16 3.  20 

257.  Fred  Manders,  grading  100  rods 125.  00 

261.  Fred  Manders,  grading  Olsen  road 400.  00 

262.  Fred  Manders,  grading  Doctor  Hill  road 187.  50 

295.  Bark  River  Bridge  Co.,  culverts 267.  20 

298.  Roy  Bushie,  grading  Rueden  road 211.  80 

341.  Fred  Manders,  grading  Rentmeester  road 540.  00 

342.  Fred  Manders,  grading  Elm  road 341.  00 

343.  John  Skenandore,  grading  county  line 200.  00 

359.  Miller  &  Piehl  Co.,  bridge  plank 116.  60 

383.  John  Skenandore,  grading  county  line 600.  00 

384.  Riverside  Steel  Co.,  steel  bars 41.  12 

385.  Henry  Thompson,  road  right  of  way 136.  25 

386.  Wm.  Van  Susteren,  road  right  of  way 272.  50 

389.  Geo.  Mooren,  road  right  of  way 86.  25 

391.  Fred  Manders,  grading  206  rods 510.  00 

392.  Wenzel  Pankratz,  grading  148  rods 518.  00 

393.  Geo.  Mooren,  release  of  land  for  road 68.  16 

403.  Carl  Anderson,  release  of  land  for  road 30.  00 

404.  Riverside  Steel  Co.,  steel  bars 24.  89 

405.  Fred  Manders,  road  work 24.  45 

406.  Sweet  Bros.,  graveling  road 201.  15 

410.  Jake  Smith,  24  yards  gravel,  2  timbers 24.  40 

411.  Anderson  Skenandore,  work  on  Clark  bridge 72.  00 

413.  John  Skenandore,  work  on  Clark  bridge 9.  60 

414.  T.  Clark,  work  on  Clark  bridge 34.  80 

415.  Martin  Bushmaker,  work  on  Clark  bridge 4.  20 

416.  Christ  Hendricks,  use  of  mixer 5.  00 

417.  Richard  Sommers,  work  on  Clark  bridge 24.  60 

418.  Stadler  King,  work  on  Clark  bridge 30.  80 

419.  Sam  Adams,  work  on  Clark  bridge 35.  20 

477.   Miller  &  Piehl,  lumber  and  cement 136.  78 

248.  Jacob  Roffers,  digging  39  rods  ditch 39.  00 

388.  J.  Kazik,  car  service 11.  48 

530.  W.  L.  Golden,  survey  of  Stitch  road 10.  00 

531 .  Philip  Kropp,  repairing  scraper 3.  00 
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537.  Wm.  Hoberg,  release  of  land  for  road $15.  00 

Wm.  Larsen,  road  work  in  1920 73.  45 

Jacob  Schmitz,  five  20  foot  timbers 16.  10 


6,  655.  08 

Monthly  Report  of  the  Town  Superintendent  of  Highways 

To  the  Town  Board: 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  following  is  a  true  report  of  all  orders  on  the  town  treas- 
urer drawn  by  me  during  the  year  of  1923-24. 

Fred  Manders, 
Town  Superintendent  of  Highways. 

District  No.  1 

May: 

7         1     Ed.  Cavil,  cleaning  ditch $2.50 

7         2     Levi  Garsow,  grading 6.25 

7         3     John  Verkuilen,  cleaning  ditch 1.75 

7         4     John  Manders,  grading  county  line . 3.  00 

7         5     Fred  Manders,  getting  slushers 8.  00 

7         6     E.  X.  Collette,  3  slushers 39.00 

June: 

4         7     Fred  Manders,  use  of  plovr  8  days,  and  labor 10.  70 

4         8     Ed.  Manders,  grading I 1,25 

4    '      9     Albert  Manders,  grading 10.50 

4       10     Levi  Garsow,  grading 38.  00 

4       11     John  Verkuilen,  grading 17.  50 

4       12     Jos.  Garsow,  grading 35.50 

4       13     John  Scanlan,  grading 17.50 

4       14     Levi  Garsow,  grading 56.50 

4       15     John  Verkuilen,  grading 18.  25 

4       16     Jos.  Garsow,  grading 40.  00 

4       17     Tom  Scanlan,  grading 20.00 

4       18     John  Gossen,  grading 2.00 

4       19     Jack  Calaway,  grading 40.50 

4       20     FeUx  Calaway,  grading 1.  25 

4       21     Fred  Manders,  grading 3.75 

4       22     Peter  Manders,  grading 48.  25 

4       23     Ed.  Manders,  grading 3.75 

4       24     Jule  Conard,  grading 3.  00 

4       25     John  Blanick,  grading 17.50 

August: 

6       26     Robert  L.  Jackson,  bolts  for  grader 2.  30 

6       27     Fred  Manders,  grading 3.30 

6       28     Ed.  Manders,  grading 1.50 

6       29     Jule  Conard,  grading 1.  50 

September: 

3       30     Levi  Garsow,  repairing  culvert 10.50 

3       31     John  Verkuilen,  filling 2.00 

3       32     Robert  L.  Jackson,  welding  casting 2.00 

3       33     Fred  Manders,  timber  for  bridge 5.  40 

3       34     Jules  Conard,  grading 3.75 

3       35     Fred  Manders,  repairing  culvert 1.  50 

October: 

36  Jules  Conard,  grading 2.  00 

37  John  Verkuilen,  grading 2.  00 

38  E.  X.  Collette,  spikes_ .  30 

39  Robert  L.  Jackson,  rods  and  bolts  for  bridge 27.  00 

40  Fred  Manders,  labor  on  bridge 9.90 

41  John  Manders,  grading 10.  00 

42  Hamilton  Bain,  repairing  bridge 11.  00 

43  Jules  Conard,  surfacing 1.50 

44  John  Blanick,  cutting  weeds 5.50 

45  Geo.  Vande  Hei,  grading - 6.00 

46  Fuller  Goodman  Co.,  bridge  lumber 70.  83 


7 

47 

7 

48 

7 

49 

7 

50 

7 

51 

7 

52 

7 

53 

7 

54 

7 

55 

7 

56 

7 

57 

7 

58 

7 

59 

7 

60 

7 

61 

7 

62 

7 

63 

7 

64 

7 

65 

7 

66 

7 

67 

7 

68 

7 

69 

SURVEY  OF  COXDITIOXS  OF  IXDIAXS  IN  UNITED  STATES  2063 

December: 

Robert  L.  Jackson,  sharpening  2  picks : $0.  60 

E.  X.  Collette,  2  pick  handles 1.  40 

John  Manders,  grading 43.  80 

Hamilton  Bain,  grading 26.  10 

Jules  Conard,  grading 36.  00 

Fred  Manders,  grading 21.  00 

John  Blanick,  grading 3.  00 

Aug.  Maternoski,  grading  and  repair  bridge 13.  00 

Fred  Manders,  loading  gravel 18.00 

Hamilton  Bain,  hauling  gravel 37.  50 

Geo.  Vande  Hei,  hauling  gravel 30.  00 

Jules  Conard,  hauling  gravel 24.  00 

Bill  Jansen,  hauling  gravel 6.  00 

Fred  Manders,  loading  gravel 27.  33 

Peter  Manders,  loading  gravel 19.  50 

Jules  Conard,  hauling  gravel 44.  00 

John  Vande  Heuvel,  hauling  gravel 36.  00 

Bill  Jansen,  hauling  gravel 42.  00 

George  Vande  Hei,  hauling  gravel 38.  00 

Levi  Baird,  loading  gravel 21.  00 

Jos.  Van  Coulenberg,  237^  yards  gravel 83.  10 

Jos.  Garsaw,  shoveling  snow 2.  25 

Levi  Garsaw,  surfacing 9.  50 

H.  N.  VANDENBERG  DISTRICT  NO. 

May: 

7         1     H.  N.  Vandenberg,  supervision 43.30 

7         2     R.  Vandenberg,  grading 16.50 

7         3     Albert  Giese,  filling  culvert 2.50 

7         4     Ed.  Sobiek,  fiUing 5.00 

7         5     Wm.  House,  filling 7.50 

7         6     Walter  House,  filling 5.00 

7         7     Hvson  Doxtator,  fiUing 10.00 

7         8     Egbert  Van  Grunsven,  filling 10.00 

7         9     Mrs.  A.  Van  Lanen,  filling 2.  50 

7       10     George  Lemere;  filling 3.75 

7       11     Hy.  Rentmeester,  filling 1.00 

7       12     Tom  Chambers,  shovehng  snow 5.  00 

31       13     H.  X.  Vandenberg,  road  work 67.25 

31       14     Andrew  Doxtator,  blacksmith  work 1.70 

31       15     Jefferson  Baird,  plowing  and  filling 13.  75 

31       16     Van  Veghel  Bros.,  culvert  pipe 82.65 

June: 

31       17     H.  X.  Vandenberg,  district  road  work 82.30 

31       18     Jefferson  Baird,  grading  and  filling 49.  75 

31       19     Andrew  Doxtator,  blacksmith  work 4.40 

31       20     Xelson  Santv,  road  work  and  filling 6.  00 

31       21     Tom  Baird,  driving  team 9.00 

31       22     E.  P.  Boland,  grading  G.  B.  road 31.  63 

31       23     Tom  Chambers,  road  work 4.75 

31       24     Albert  Giese,  fiUing 5.00 

July: 

30  25     H.  X.  Vandenberg,  district  service 4.50 

August : 

31  26     H .  X.  Vandenberg,  district  service 70.  55 

31       27     Edward  Stevens,  cutting  brush .75 

31       28     Hobart  Cornelius,  blacksmith  work 1.25 

31       29     Albert  Giese,  filling 14.25 

31       30     Roland  Vandenberg,  filling 13.50 

31       31     Sylvester  Vandenbe  g,  surf^ing 3.  75 

31       32     John  Skenandore,  fiUing 15.00 

31       33     MiUer  &  Piehl  Co.,  guard  raU 3.45 

31       34     Van  Veghel  Bros.,  culvert  pipe 175.00 
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September: 

12  35  Tom  Baird,  fiUing 

12  36  Pierce  Baird,  filling 

12  37  H.  N.  Vandenberg,  supervision 

12  38  Roland  Vandenberg,  filling 

12  39  Albert  Giese,  filling 

12  40  Ed.  Sobiek,  filling 

12  41  Nelson  Santy,  filling 

12  42  George  Lemere,  filling 

12  43  John  Skenandore,  filling 

12  44  Sam  Adams,  filling 

12  45  Henry  Ransh,  use  of  plow  5  days 

12  46  Herbert  Cornelius,  blacksmith  work 

October: 

27  47  Wm.  Larsen  Co.,  grading  Monfil  Road 

27  48  H.  N.  Vandenberg,  supervision 

27  49  Miller  &  Piehl,  bridge  plank 

November: 

30  51  H.  N.  Vandenberg,  surfacing  and  filling 

30  52  Ed.  Van  Grunsven,  hauling  plank 

30  53  Jos.  Henn,  digging  ditch 

30  54  Jake  Smith,  filling  and  gravel 

30  55  Tom  Chambers,  filling  culverts 

30  56  Louis  Clark,  filling  Clark  Bridge 

30  57  W.  Larsen  Canning  Co.,  filling  Clark  Bridge 

30  58  Albert  Giese,  road  work 

30  59  Charley  Van  Lanen,  road  work 

30  60  George  Lemere,  road  work 

30  61  Albert  Van  Lanen,  road  work 

30  62  Frank  Wallenfang,  grading 

December: 

30  63  H.  N.  Vandenberg,  district  service,  filling 

30  64  Jake  Smith,  gravel  and  filling 

30  65  Louis  Clark,  filling 

30  66  Wm.  Larsen  Canning  Co. ,  filling 

30  67  Sylvester  Vandenberg,  road  work 

30  68  George  Lemere,  hauling  gravel 

30  69  Albert  Giese,  filling  and  graveling 

30  70  Charley  Van  Lanen,  filling 

30  71  Albert  Van  Lanen,  filling 

30  72  Serephine  Lewis,  grading 

30  73  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  axle  grease . 

30  74  William  Gustman,  work  on  county  line  road 

February : 

14  75  George  Lemere,  shoveling  snow 

14  76  Tom  Elm,  shoveling  snow 

14  77  Albert  Giese,  shoveling  snow 

14  William  Wallenfang,  hauling  gravel 

14  Chas.  MiUer,  hauling  gravel- 

14  Serephine  Lewis,  hauling  gravel . 

14  Freci  Kropp,  hauling  gravel 

14  Aaron  House,  hauling  gravel 

14  John  Vandenho ven,  hauling  gravel 

14  Peter  Lindsley,  loading  gravel 

14  Ernest  Lewis 

14  Chas.  Kropp,  road  work 6. 

14  R.  Kiepskey,  spreading  gravel 15. 

14  78  Roland  Vandenberg,  shoveling  snow 14. 

14  79  Hyson  Doxtator,  shoveling  snow 7. 

14  80  Andrew  Rentmeester,  shoveling  snow 4. 

14  81  Jefferson  Baird,  shoveling  snov\^ 7. 

14  82  Charley  Doxtator,  shoveling  snow 1. 

14  83  Tom  Chambers,  shoveling  snow 1. 

14  84  Albert  Van  Lanen,  shoveling  snow 6. 
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February — Continued. 

85  Mrs.  Albert  Van  Lanen,  shoveling  snow $5.  00 

86  Albert  Van  Lanen,  shoveling  snow 5.  00 

87  Sylvester  Vandenberg,  shoveling  snow 2.  25 

88  Henry  Ransch,  shoveling  snow 5.00 

89  John  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow 5.  00 

90  Jones  Hill,  shoveling  snow .50 

91  H.  N.  Vandenberg,  supervision 22.  15 

W.  PANKRATZ,  DISTRICT  NO.  3 

April: 

1  Jos.  Walinski,  grading 2.  50 

2  John  Rabbideau,  grading 3.70 

3  W.  Pankratz,  supervision 1.  80 

4  John  Rabbideau,  grading 3.  00 

5  A.  Sam,  brushing  and  ditching 12.  25 

6  Sweet  Bros.,  grading 17.25 

7  C.  F.  Luedtke,  labor  on  road 11.62 

8  Jos.  Walinski,  pulling  stumps 3.  50 

9  Martin  Walinski,  pulling  stumps 1.25 

10  W.  Pankratz,  grading  and  supervision 26.  40 

June: 

12  Sweet  Bros.,  grading 26.25 

13  C.  F.  Luedtke,  labor  on  road 15.50 

14  B.  Marto,  grading 20.50 

15  F.  Borman,  grading 10.00 

16  E.  De  Grand,  grading 20.50 

17  Jos.  Walinski,  grading 10.00 

July: 

18  C.  F.  Luedtke,  shoveling L  25 

19  W.  Pankratz,  supervision 6.  70 

20  Richard  Sommers,  grading 15.  00 

21  Peter  Sommers,  shoveling 6.25 

22  I.  Stevens,  labor  on  road 2.50 

23  W.  Pankratz,  supervision 23.90 

24  John  Heidgen,  sharpening  grader 3.  00 

25  Johnie  House,  labor  on  road 2.50 

26  B.  Marto,  grading 6.50 

27  Matt.  Rush,  grading 20.  00 

28  Noah  Swamp,  cutting  brush 7.  50 

29  Wm.  Larsen  Co.,  grading 49.00 

30  Felix  Williams,  filling 12.00 

21  John  Lubinski,  grading 12.  00 

32  W.  Pankratz,   supervision 19.  50 

33  Sweet  Bros.,  filling 7.50 

34  M.  Knutsen,  surfacing 9.00 

35  Wm.  Larsen  Co.,  labor  on  road 2.50 

36  John  Nickolav,  grading 13.  50 

37  C.  F.  Luedtke,  cutting  brush 18.  25 

38  H.  Hansen,  cutting  brush 2.25 

39  W.  Pankratz,  grading 15.20 

40  Peter  Borman,  grading 11.50 

41  F.  Borman,  grading 8.  50 

42  John  Nickolay,  grading 18.00 

43  F.  Borman,  grading 8.00 

44  Martin  Dedrick,  grading 9.  00 

45  Peter  Borman,  grading 5.  50 

46  W.  Pankratz,  road  work 11.40 

47  Wm.  Marto,  grading 4.60 

48  B.  Marto,  filling 10.00 

49  F.  Borman,  filling 5.00 

51  W.  Pankratz,  filling I.  50 

52  Matt.  Rush,  shoveling  snow 4.  00 

53  C.  F.  Luedtke,  shoveling  snow 4.  75 

54  W.  Pankratz,  supervision 7.  50 

26465— 30--PT  5 13 
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July — Continued. 

A.  Sorenson,  opening  roads 

Rahman  Sorenson,  shoveling  snow 

William  Larsen  Co.,  shoveling  snow 

Eli  De  Grand,  shoveling  snow 

Richard  Summers,  shoveling  snow 

CHRIST    HENDRICKS,  DISTRICT    NO.  4 

Ma}^ 

Fred  Hendricks,  grading  and  surfacing 

Charley  Smith,  grading  Cooper  Road 

Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 

Edmund  Baumgard,  grading  and  surfacing 

Albers  &  Rupiper,  lumber  (plank) 

Rabbideau  Hardware  Co.,  shovels  and  spikes 

Fred  Fisher,  surfacing  and  repairing 

C.  Baird,  surfacing  and  repairing 

Wm.  Eisenman,  surfacing  and  repairing 

June: 

Fred  Fisher,  surfacing  and  repairing 

Chauncey  Baird,  surfacing  and  repairing 

Jacob  Roffers,  repair  culvert  and  dragging 

Martin  Bushmaker,  dragging 

Antone  Malewitski,  dragging 

William  Van  Lanen,  surfacing 

Fred  Hendricks,  surfacing 

Charley  Van  Bogart,  surfacing 

John  Janssen,  surfacing 

Henry  Henrigillis,  surfacing 

Edmund  Baumgard,  grading 

Sheldon  Smits,  surfacing 

Herman  Hill,  grading 

John  Roffers,  posts  and  stringers 

Charley  Smits,  grading 

Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 

Henry  Theissen,  grading 

Miller  &  Piehl  Co.,  lumber 

Louis  Sommers,  brushing  and  culvert  repair 

July: 

C.  Baird,  surfacing  and  repairing 

Fred  Fisher,  surfacing 

Martin  Bushmaker,  surfacing 

David  Skenandore,  surfacing 

Henry  Theissen,  surfacing 

Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 

Fred  Hendricks,  surfacing 

Louis  Sommers,  cutting  brush 

Charley  Smits,  surfacing 

Len  Janssen,  surfacing 

Antone  Malewitski,  repairing  culverts 

John  Janssen,  surfacing 

August: 

C.  Baird,  surfacing 

Martin  Bushmaker,  surfacing 

Ed.  Baumgard,  surfacing 

Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 

Frederick  Hendricks,  surfacing 

Charley  Smith,  surfacing 

Louis  Sommers,  cutting  brush.  _ 

September: 

Fred  Fisher,  surfacing 

C.  Baird,  surfacing 

Louis  Sommers,  surfacing — 

Fred  Hendricks,  surfacing 

Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 
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July — Continued. 

Harrison  Smith,  surfacing *17.  50 

Sheldon  Smith,  surfacing 7.  50 

Frank  Dre'wiski,  surfacing ••  ^^ 

Martin  Bushmaker,  surfacing i  nn 

Anton  Malewitski,  surfacing 5.  00 

October: 

Louis  Sommers,  cutting  brush  and  grubbing 5.  75 

Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 21.  00 

Ed.  Baumgard,  surfacing 2.  50 

Anderson  Skenandore,  shoveling  gravel 9.  75 

Lloyd  Skenandore,  hauling  gravel ^^"^k 

Jacob  Roffers,  hauling  gravel ^' qq 

Jos.  Van  Canburgh,  gravel 1-  93 

Martin  Bushmaker,  hauUng  and  shoveling  gravel 17.  20 

Antone  Malewitski,  shoveling  gravel 22.  00 

Fred  Hendricks,  hauhng  gravel 23.  00 

Wm.  Van  Lanen,  hauling  and  gravel 75.  50 

November: 

Jacob  Roffers,  spreading  gravel 87.  20 

Louis  Sommers,  loading  gravel 48.  00 

Abraham  Ninham,  loading  gravel 41.  40 

Wm.  Van  Lanen,  hauling  gravel  and  loading 67.  20 

Fred  Hendricks,  hauhng  gravel 18.  00 

Pat  Fitzgerald,  hauhng  gravel 18.  00 

Lloyd  Skenandore,  hauling  gravel 12.  00 

Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 51.  00 

Ed.  Baumgard,  surfacing 3.00 

Martin  Hendricks,  surfacing 3.  00 

G.  L.  Morgan,  1  roll  wire 3.  00 

Miller  &  Piehl  Co.,  cement  and  lumber 182.  31 

A.  B.  McEachron  Co.,  molding 8.  40 

E.  X.  Collete,  lantern,  dynamite  fuze 12.  25 

Anderson  Skenandore,  building  culvert 81.  70 

Antone  Malewitski,  surfacing 5.  50 

Martin  Bushmaker,  surfacing 2.  00 

C.  Baird,  surfacing 15.  00 

December: 

Louis  Calaway,  surfacing 21.  60 

L.  Sommers,  loading  gravel  and  surfacing 28.  20 

Absolom  Cooper,  loading  gravel,  surfacing 31.  05 

Henry  Thompson,  surf acmg  and  plowing 29.  30 

Charley  Smits,  surfacing 11.  50 

Anton  Thyssen,  surfacing 13.  50 

Wm.  Cooken,  surfacing 28.  80 

Frank  Drewiski,  surfacing 22.  60 

Fred  Hendricks,  hauling  gravel 44.  50 

Martin  Bushmaker,  loading  gravel 10.  70 

John  Janssen,  surfacing.  \ 1.  00 

Pat  Fitzgerald,  hauling  gravel 45.  00 

Jacob  Roffers,  spreading  gravel 22.  05 

Abraham  Ninham,  loading  gravel 18.  90 

Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 45.  00 

Ben  Doxtator,  hauling  gravel 70.  00 

Wm.  Van  Lanen,  gravel  and  hauling 262.  10 

Sheldon  Smith,  shoveling  snow 2.  25 

Fred  Hendricks,  shoveling  snow 4.  75 

Antone  Malewitski,  shoveling  snow 4.  25 

Henry  Thyssen,  shoveling  snow 1.  00 

Thos.  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow 1.  00 

C.  Baird,  shovehng  snow 12.  00 

Alex  Webster,  shovehng  snow 3.  00 

Fred  Fisher,  shoveling  snow 4.  65 

David  Skenandore,  shovehng  snow 2.  50 

Martin  Thyssen,  shoveling  snow 4.  50 
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December — Continued. 

3  115  Martin  Bushmaker,  shoveling  snow 

3  116  Andrew  Doxtator,  shoveling  snow 

3  117  Emerson  Baird,  shoveling  snow ' 

April: 

1  1  J.  J.  Krousa,  grading  Doctor  Hill  Road 

May: 

1  2  Neil  Joseph,  grading  Doctor  Hill  Road 

31  3  Otto  Peterson,  road  repairs 

31  4  Harvey  Cornelius,  road  repairs 

31  5  J.  J.  Krousa,  road  repairs 

June: 

4  6  Andrew  Doxtator,  sharpening  grader 

4  7  Van  Veghel  Bros.,  28-foot  culvert 

4  8  Roy  Bushie,  filling  culvert 

4  9  J.  J.  Krousa,  supervision 

4  10  Harvey  Cornelius,  surfacing 

4  11  I.  N.  Webster,  unloading  culverts 

August: 

1  12  Harvey  Cornelius,  surfacing 

1  13  J.  J.  Krousa,  supervision 

1  14  Melvin  Erickson,  filling  culverts 

September : 

1  15  J.  Krousa,  surfacing 

1  16  Harvey  Cornelius,  surfacing 

1  17  Howard  Coulan,  cutting  brush 

October 

1  18  J.  Van  Kauwenberg,  hauling  gravel,  county  line 

1  19  M.  Johnson,  cutting  brush 

1  20  Peterson,  surfacing 

1  21  J.  J.  Krousa,  surfacing 

1  22  Jake  Coulon,  cutting  brush 

1  23  Harvey  Cornelius,  surfacing 

1  24  Roy  Bushie,  repairing  culverts 

November: 

3  25  Harvey  Cornelius,  grading  and  filling 

2  26  John  Krousa,  building  culverts 

3  27  Miller  &  Piehl  Co.,  culvert  material 

3  28  Fred  Manders,  labor,  cutting  down  hill 

3  29  John  Manders,  labor,  cutting  down  hill 

3  30  John  Blanick,  labor,  cutting  down  hill 

3  31  Hamilton  Bain,  labor,  cutting  down  hill 

3  32  Neil  Joseph,  labor,  cutting  down  hill 

3  33  John  Krousa,  labor,  cutting  down  hill 

3  34  Harvey  Cornelius,  surfacing 

3  35  Corniel  Smits,  digging  ditch / 

3  36 

3  37 

3  38  John  A.  Danforth,  shoveling  snow 

3  39  Johnson  Hill,  shoveling  snow 

3  40  Lucius  Hill,  shoveling  snow 

3  41  Fred  House,  shoveling  snow 

3  42  Harvey  Cornelius,  shoveling  snow 

3  43  Westley  Thomas,  shoveling  snow- 

3  44  Nick  Elm,  shoveling  snow 

3  45  Matt  Johnson,  shoveling  snow 

3  46  Jacob  Hock,  shoveling  snow - 

3  47  Haider  Erickson,  shoveling  snow 

3  48  John  Krousa,  surfacing 

3  49  John  Krousa,  breaking  road 

3  60  Emil  Vercauteren,  shoveling  snow 
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Harry  Doxtator,  shoveling  snow $1.  25 

Andrew  Doxtator,  shoveling  snow 1.  00 

Willie  Danforth,  shoveling  snow 1.  25 

Thos.  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow 4.  00 

Emerson  Baird,  shoveling  snow 3.  87 

Fred  Cornelius,  shoveling  snow 4.  13 

Emerson  King,  shoveling  snow 3.  50 

Elijah  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow 1.  00 

Harry  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow 4.  00 

Roman  Kazik,  shoveling  snow 4.  00 

Willard  Skenandore,  shoveling  snow 1.  25 

Will  Danforth,  shoveling  snow 9.  50 

Isaac  Hill,  shoveling  snow 9.  50 

Frank  Schmechel,  disking  road 8.  85 

John  Beals,  disking  road 6.  90 

Harry  Doxtator,  shoveling  snow 2.  25 

Jonas  Schuyler,  shoveling  snow 2.  25 

Atlas  Schuyler,  shoveling  snow 2.  25 

Sherman  Coulon,  shoveling  snow 2.  25 

John  Krousa,  disking  road 8.  40 

Roy  Bushie,  shoveling  snow 4.  00 

Jos.  Van  Kauwenberg,  breaking  road 1.  80 

I.  N.  Webster,  shoveling  snow 1.  25 

E.  L.  Lushia,  shoveling  snow 3.  60 

FRED    KROPP,    DISTRICT    NO.    7 

June: 

Leonard  Kemps,  grading  Kropp  Road 17.  75 

Henry  Kropp,  surfacing 10.  00 

Jessie  Dickinson,  surfacing 28.  50 

A.  R.  Pamperin,  grading 9.  00 

W.  C.  Pamperin,  grading 18.00 

Aaron  House,  filling 4.  00 

Peter  Lindsley,  grading 11.  25 

August: 

2                 Henry  Kropp,  surfacing 10.00 

2                 Fred  Kropp,  supervision 20.75 

2                 Wm.  C.  Pamperin,  hauling  gravel 18.  00 

2                 Earl  Pamperin,  hauling  gravel 10.  00 

2                 Peter  Lindsley,  hauling  gravel 12.  00 

2                 Chas.  Abischer,  hauling  gravel 18.  00 

2                 Henry  Kropp,  hauling  gravel 2.  00 

2                 Fred  Kropp,  hauling  gravel  and  dynamite 34.50 

2                 Leo  Konop,  shoveling  snow 2.  50 

2                 Phil  Kropp,  sharpening  grader 3.  00 

2                 Roy  Abischer,  loading  gravel 12.00 

Total 7,  098.  96 
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Report  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Hohart  for  the  year  ending  March 

23,  1925 

RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand  Mar.  19,  1924 ^___  $2,  478.  74 

Delinquent  personal  property  tax  collected 18.  32 

Joseph  Van  Kauwenberg  for  dynamite _ 2.  93 

Dog  tax  refund  from  county 64.  57 

Temporary  loans 9,  000.  00 

State  school  appropriation 1,  706.  20 

Tax  coUections 34,  759.  80 

County  treasurer,  credit  Miller  Road 1,  000.  00 

Penalty  on  tax  collection __  54.  27 

Total 49,085.  13 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

Town  board $465.  00 

Town  clerk 307.  50 

Town  assessor 200.  00 

Town  treasurer 340.  00 

Board  of  review 110.  00 

Elections 185.  00 

School  districts 7,  621.  79 

Poor  relief 967.  80 

Roads  and  bridges 9,  180.  12 

Sundry 595.  75 

Temporary  loans 9,  000.  00 

Interest  on  loans 211.  33 

County  tax 12,  503.  48 

State  tax 1,905.  75 

Library  fund 89.  50 

Road  work  by  5  mill-road  tax 4,  319.  28 

Total 1 48,  002.  30 

Total  receipts '  49,  085.  13 

Total  disbursements 48,  002.  30 

Balance  on  hand  Mar.  23,  1925 1,  082.  83 

BOARD 

R.  Kiepsky,  wages  as  supervisor 4.  00 

Apr.  7,  I.  N.  Webster,  stationery 25.  00 

Apr.  7,  Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 8.  00 

May  1,  I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 12.  00 

June  2,  Ben  Doxator,  wages  as  supervisor 12.  00 

June  27,  I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 18.  00 

July  7,  Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 16.  00 

July  7,  Richard  Kriepsky,  wages  as  supervisor 28.  00 

July  13,  I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 25.  00 

Sept.  1,  Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 28.  00 

Sept.  1,  Richard  Kriepsky,  wages  as  supervisor 36.  00 

Sept.  26,  I.N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 40.  00 

Nov.  3,  Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 36.  00 

Nov.  3,  I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 10.  00 

Nov.  3,  Richard  Kiepsky,  wages  as  supervisor 24.  00 

Dec.  8,  I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 25.  00 

Jan.  5,  Richard  Kiepsky,  wages  as  supervisor 24.  00 

Feb.  2,  Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 28.  00 

Mar.  2,  I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 42.  00 

Mar.  2,  Richard  Kiepsky,  wages  as  supervisor 20.  00 

Mar.  2,  Ben  Doxtator,  wages  as  supervisor 4.  00 

465.  00 

CLERK 

Apr.  7,  Joseph  Kazek,  stationery  allowance 25.  00 

May  1,  Wisconsin  Bankers  Association,  clerk's  bond 7.  50 

Aug.  4,  Jos.  Kazek,  part  clerk's  salary 150.  00 

182.  50 

TREASURER 

Apr.  3,  Robt.  Clark,  balance  treasurer's  salary  for  1922 50.  00 

Apr.  7,  Robt.  Clark,  stationery  allowance 25.  00 

May  5,  Wisconsin  Bankers  Association,  treasurer's  bond 15.  00 

Sept.  1,  Robt.  Clark,  part  treasurer's  salary i 100.  00 

Feb.  2,  Robt.  Clark,  part  treasurer's  salary 100.  00 

Mar.  2,  Robt.  Clark ,  part  treasurer's  salary 50.  00 

340.  00 
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ASSESSOR 


June  2,  Anderson  Skenandore,  part  assessor's  salary $100.  00 

Sept.  16,  Anderson  Skenandore,  balance  assessor's  salary 100.  00 


BOARD    OF    REVIEW 


Aug.  9,  Anderson  Skenandore,  board  of  review. 

Aug.  7,  Richard  Keipsky,  board  of  review 

Aug.  9,  I.  N.  Webster,  board  of  review 

Aug.  9,  Ben.  Doxtator,  board  of  review 

Aug.  9,  Joseph  Kazik,  board  of  review 


ELECTIONS — PRIMARY 

Sept.  3,  I.  N.  Webster,  inspector  of  election 

Sept.  3,  Ben  Doxtator,  inspector  of  election 

Sept.  3,  Richard  Kiepsky,  inspector  of  election 

Sept.  3,  Robert  Clark,  clerk  of  election 

Sept.  3,  Jos.  Kazik,  clerk  of  election 

Sept.  3,  John  Krousa,  ballot  clerk 

Sept.  3,  Anderson  Skenadore,  ballot  clerk 

Sept.  3,  Jos.  Kazik  (returns  to  county) 

April  election 

Apr.  3,  Roy  Bushie,  ballot  clerk 

Apr.  3,  Fred  House,  ballot  clerk 

Apr.  3,  John  B.  Janssen,  inspector  of  election 

Apr.  3,  Henry  Schmitz,  inspector  of  election 

Apr.  3,  Robt.  Clark,  clerk  of  election 

Apr.  3,  Jos.  Kazik,  clerk  of  election 

Apr.  3,  Jos.  Kazik,  return  to  county 

Apr.  3,  Roman  Kazik,  posting  notices,  2  days 

Arp.  3,  Jos.  Kazik,  getting  reports  and  ballots 

November  election 

Nov.  5,  John  Krousa,  ballot  clerk 

Nov.  5,  C.  Baird,  ballot  clerk 

Nov.  5,  I.  N.  Webster,  inspector  of  election 

Nov.  5,  Ben  Doxtator,  inspector  of  election 

R.  Kiepsky,  inspector  of  election 

Nov.  5,  Robert  Clark,  clerk  of  election 

Nov.  5,  Joseph  Kazik,  clerk  of  election 

Nov.  5,  Joseph  Kazik,  return  to  county 

Apr.  7,  William  Skenadore,  inspector  of  election 

185.  00 

SCHOOL    DISTRICTS 

June  2,  Treasurer,  city  of  Green  Bay,  tuition 12.  00 

June  2,  Treasurer,  city  of  Green  Bay,  tuition 186.  00 

Nov,  2,  Seymour  district  No.  1,  tuition 40.  00 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  2,  State  appropriation 316.  80 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  3,  State  appropriation 266.  40 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  4,  State  appropriation 331.  20 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  6,  State  appropriation 486.  00 

Feb.  2,  Shhool  district  No.  1,  State  appropriation 100.  80 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  7,  State  appropriation 115.  20 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  2,  county  appropriation 359.  40 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  3,  county  appropriation 302.  22 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  4,  county  appropriation 375.  72 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  6,  county  appropriation 551.  35 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  1,  county  appropriation 114.  36 

Feb.  2,  School  district  No.  7,  county  appropriation 130.  69 

Feb.  14,  School  district  No.  1,  local  levy 301.  98 
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Feb.  14,  School  district  No.  2,  local  lew $304.  56 

Feb.  14,  School  district  No.  3,  local  levy 1,  204.  97 

Feb.  14,  School  district  No.  4,  local  lew 904.  00 

Feb.  14,  School  district  No.  6,  local  levy 812.  36 

Feb.  14,  School  district  No.  7,  local  lew 405.  78 


7,  621.  79 

STATE  AND  COUNTY 

Feb.  14,  Treasurer  Brown  County,  State  taxes 1,  591.  47 

Feb.  14,  Treasurer  Brown  County,  State  special  charges 314.  28 

Feb.  14,  Treasurer  Brown  County,  county  taxes 12,  503.  48 

14,  409.  23 

TEMPORARY    LOANS 

State  Bank  of  De  Pere,  loan 9,  000.  00 

State  Bank  of  De  Pere,  interest  on  loan 211.  33 


9,211.33 

POOR    RELIEF 

1924 

Mar.  31,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 15.  00 

Mar.  31,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Apr.  7,  G.  G.  Morgan,  groceries  to  Joel  Reed 5.  00 

Apr.  7,  Charles  Smith,  burial  of  Frank  Smith 15.  00 

May  1,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

May  1,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

May  1,  F.  W.  Kuehl,  coffin  for  Mrs.  Abram  Smith 50.  00 

May  1,  Mina  John,  poor  aid,  2  months 20.  00 

May  31,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

June  2,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

June  2,  Mina  John,  poor  aid 10.  00 

June  2,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

June  2,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

July  7,  G.  G.  Morgan,  groceries  to  Electa  King  and  Elias  Skenadore.  8.  10 

July  7,  Mina  John,  poor  aid 10.  00 

Aug.  5,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Aug.  5,  Mina  John,  poor  aid 10.  00 

Aug.  5,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

Aug.  22,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

Sept.  1,  Noah  Swamp,  burial  of  Isaac  Stevens 10.  00 

Sept.  1,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Sept.  1,  Mina  John,  poor  aid 10.  00 

Oct.  1,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Oct.  1,  Mina  John,  poor  aid 10.  00 

Oct.  1,  Dr.  N.  M.  Kersten,  medical  service 128.  00 

Oct.  1,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

Oct.  1,  F.  W.  Kuehl,  casket  box  for  Isaac  Stevens 57.  00 

Nov.  1,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Nov.  1,  Mina  John,  poor  aid 10.  00 

Nov.  1,  Dr.  N.  M.  Kersten,  medical  service 50.  00 

Nov.  3,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

Dec.  1,  G.  G.  Morgan,  groceries  for  Mrs.  I.  Stevens 5.  00 

Dec.  1,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

Dec.  1,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Dec.  1,  Mina  John,  poor  aid 10.  00 

1926 

Jan.  3,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King __  15.  00 

Jan.  3,  Mina  John,  poor  aid 10.  00 

Jan.  6,  G.  G.  Morgan,  groceries  to  Nancy  Baird 5.  00 

Jan.  5,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm --  15.  00 

Jan.  6,  F.  W.  Kuehl,  casket  and  box  for  Antone __ —  60.  00 

Feb.  2,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm __ 15.  00 

Feb.  2,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King.  _ 15.  00 

Feb.  2,  Mina  John,  poor  aid - _ 10.  00 
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Feb.  2,  Mrs.  Enoch  Baird,  care  of  Mrs.  Bastian $2.  90 

Feb.  2,  Mrs.  Vande  Walle,  care  of  Mrs.  Bastian 2.  00 

Feb.  2,  Phillip  Bastian,  poor  aid 5.  00 

Feb.  2,  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  groceries  to  Elizabeth  Stevens  and  Nancj^ 

Baird 15.00 

Feb.  2,  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  care  of  Anna  Powles 23.  60 

Feb.  2,  P.  J.  Powless,  medicine  for  Mrs.  Bastian 9.  50 

Mar.  2,  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  groceries  to  N.  Baird 6.  00 

Mar.  2,  Peter  Vanderzanden,  care  of  Mrs.  Bastian 9.  00 

Mar.  2,  William  Wallenfang,  taking  Mrs.  Bastian  to  hospital 2.  00 

Mar.  2,  Dr.  R.  E.  Minahan,  medical  service 50.  00 

Mar.  2,  Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 15.  00 

Mar.  2,  Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 15.  00 

Mar.  2,  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  care  of  Pierce  Baird 24.  75 

Mar.  2,  G.  G.  Morgan,  groceries  to  Mrs.  Stevens 5.  00 


SUNDRY 


ROAD    WORK    UNDER    DIRECTION    OF    ROAD    SUPERINTENDENTS 


967.  80 


Mar.  31,  Toban  Baird,  treasurer,  use  of  parish  hall 10.  00 

Mar.  31,  Baptist  King,  janitor  work 2.  00 

Apr.  7,  treasurer  of  Hobart,  P.  P.  tax  A.  Sorenson 13.  59 

Apr.  7,  treasurer  of  Hobart,  P.  P.  tax  H.  Doxtator 3.  83 

June  27,  Whitney  Powless,  burying  dead  horse 5.  00 

June  27,  W.  C.  Pamperin,  refund  of  taxes 21.  67 

June  27,  J.  B.  Olsen,  refund  of  school  tax 83.  76 

June  27,  Bernard  Bain,  refund  of  tax 9.  00 

July  7,  Mike  Nolan,  refund  of  tax 18.  00 

July  7,  Hahn's  Drug  Store,  antitoxin 3.  00 

July  7,  Jos.  Van  Enke voort,  damages  to  auto 60.  00 

Aug.  22,  Fidelity  Casualty  Co.,  insurance 280.  20 

Sept.  1,  H.  Vandenberg,  burying  dead  pig 1.  00 

Nov.  29,  Jos.  Kazik,  delivering  library  books  and  expenses 5.  72 

Dec.  1,  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  merchandise  and  supplies 30.  25 

Feb.  2,  treasurer  of  Hobart  Church,  use  of  hall 10.  00 

Mar.  2,  E.  P.  Boland,  refund  of  tax 26.  98 

Mar.  2,  Murphy  Land  Co.,  refund  of  tax 11.  75 


595.  75 


1.  Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 6.  50 

2.  Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 12.00 

3.  Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 18.  00 

4.  Chas.  Miller,  hauhng  gravel 72.50 

5.  Wm.  Wallenfang,  hauling  gravel 53.  10 

6.  SerephiuiB  Lewis,  hauling  gravel 57.  50 

7.  Frank  Miller,  hauling  gravel 27.  50 

8.  Philip  Bastian,  hauling  gravel 10.  00 

R.  Krepsky,  shoveling  snow 1.  00 

15.  Wm.  Larsen  Co.,  snow  work 12.  00 

16.  Martin  Knutsen,  snow  work 3.  50 

17.  John  Labinski,  snow  work 3.  50 

18.  C.  Huntington,  snow  work 1,  50 

19.  W.  M.  Marto,  snow  work___. 2.  75 

20.  F.  Bourman,  snow  work 1.  50 

22.  Roman  Sorensen,  snow  work 4.75 

23.  Martin  Dedrick,  snow  work 5.  50 

24.  W.  Pankratz,  snow  work 9.  00 

25.  Jos.  Walinski,  snow  work 1.  25 

26.  H.  J.  Vandenberg,  snow  work 10.  70 

27.  Sylvester  Vandenberg,  snow  work 8.00 

28.  R.  N.  Vandenberg,  snow  work 3.  00 

29.  Chas.  Miller,  setting  culvert.  __ 7.  50 

30.  Peter  Lindsley,  snow  work 8.  50 

31.  Leonard  Kemps,  snow  work 6.  00 

32.  Fred  Kropp,  snow  work 11.  00 
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42.  Tom  Detri,  repairing  disk $1.  00 

,.,  43*  W.  J.  Pamperin,  use  of  disk 2.  00 

j  44.  Peter  Lindsley,  disking  road 3.00 

45.  Fred  Kropp,  disking  road 5.00 

:  46.   Martin  Thyssen,  disking  road 3.  00 

i  4?.  Anderson  Skenadore,  snow  work 2.  75 

i  -48.  Jacob  RofiPers,  snow  work 7.  50 

49.  Christ  Hendricks,  supervision 12.00 

50.  Antone  Malewitski,  snow  work 1.  00 

61.  Henry  Gillis,  snow  work 1.00 

62.  Henry  Tyssen,  snow  work 4,  75 

63.  Fred  Hendricks,  snow  work 3.  50 

;  64.  Sheldon  Smith,  snow  work 1.25 

,  ^S.  Absolom  Cooper,  snow  work 12.  00 

.67.  Sherman  Coulon,  snow  work 12.25 

68.  Holder  Ericksen,  snow  work 3.  00 

59.  Corniel  Smits,  snow  work 1.00 

60.  Eli  Cornelius,  snow  work 5.  00 

61.  Jeff  Cornelius,  snow  work 2.  88 

-62.  John  Krousa,  snow  work 28.  50 

i  63.  Harvey  Cornelius,  snow  work 15.  00 

64.  Nick  Ehn,  snow  work 4.  50 

<  65.  Ben  Doxtator,  snow  work 4.00 

■  66.  Roy  Buchie,  snow  work 2.  00 

■  67.  Isadore  John,  snow  work _^ 6.  00 

68.  Hyson,  John  snow  work 7.  25 

69.  Arthur  Schuyler,  snow  work 6.00 

70.  Jonas  Schuyler,  snow  work 6.  00 

71.  Jos.  Green 8.00 

72.  John  House,  snow  work 5.75 

73.  Frank  Schmechel,  snow  work 1 22.  00 

74.  T.  J.  Lushia,  snow  work 4.  55 

75.  Emerson  King,  snow  work 12.55 

76.  Harold  Skenadore,  snow  work 2.25 

77.  Fred  Cornelius,  snow  work 2,  25 

78.  W.  Pankratz,  snow  work 2.70 

79.  Eli  De  Grand,  snow  work 1.25 

80.  Wm.  Marto,  snow  work 1.50 

81.  Albert  Manders,  snow  work 1.50 

82.  John  Manders,  snow  work .75 

80.  Jos.  Garsaw,  snow  work .50 

89.  Jos.  Walinski,  snow  work 4.  50 

90.  A.  Sorensen,  snow  work .91 

92.  Harry  Doxtator,  snow  work 8.42 

96.  Alex  House,  snow  work 1.  75 

100.  Jos.  Green,  snow  work 1.  75 

106.  Murphy  Land  Co.,  gravel 111.  60 

107.  Martin  Dedrick,  road  work 9.  00 

108.  Fred  Cornelius,  cleaning  ditch 1.  20 

109.  Emerson  King,  building  culvert 3.  00 

110.  John  Beats,  road  work 2.  25 

111.  John  Krousa,  filling  culverts 18.  60 

112.  Henry  Thyssen,  road  work 3.  00 

113.  Jacob  Schmitz,  disking  road 2.  50 

114.  Philip  Bastian,  snow  work 3.  00 

119.  Louis  Sommers,  snow  work 4.50 

121.  George  Lemere,  snow  work 8,00 

123.  Jos.  Eisch,  repairing  drag 2.  00 

124.  Rabbideau  Hardware  Co.,  nails .  50 

125.  Robt.  Jackson,  repairing 5.  50 

126.  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  merchandise 16.  82 

129.  John  Krousa,  road  work _ 35.  20 

130.  Harvey  Cornelius,  road  work 37.  50 

137.  David  Viea,  release  of  land  for  road 30.  00 

138.  Eli  De  Grand,  release  of  land  for  road 30.  75 

139.  Wm.  Marto,  release  of  land  for  road 10.50 

,141.  Flatten  Bros.,  146  yards  gravel _ ._  51.  10 
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144.  Fuller  Goodman  Co.,  lumber $55.  00 

145.  Rabbideau  Hardware  Co.,  No.  15  spikes .  75 

146.  R.J.  McGeehan,  culverts 46.80 

150.  Jos.  Van  Kauwenberg,  gravel  and  hauling 10.  65 

152.  Bark  River  Bridge  Co.,  road  grader 300.  00 

153.  Albert  Giese,  part  road  superintendent  salary 25.  00 

158.  Martin  Dedrick,  hauling  gravel 30.  00 

159.  Jos.  Walinski,  hauling  gravel 25.  50 

160.  Wm.  Marto,  hauling  gravel 22.50 

161.  P.  Borman,  hauhng  gravel 51.  00 

162.  F.  Borman,  hauling  gravel 30.00 

163.  EH  De  Grand,  hauling  gravel 12.  00 

164.  W.  Pankratz,  spreading  gravel 10.  50 

165.  E.  P.  Boland,  hauling  gravel 104.  00 

166.  Leibman  Bros.,  259  yards  gravel 64.  75 

167.  R.  J.  McGeehan  Co.,  culverts 119.  50 

168.  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite  and  fuze 7.  70 

180.  R.  J.  McGeehan,  culverts,  2  shovels 46.  80 

181.  Fuller  Goodman  Co.,  bridge  lumber 47.  96 

189.  Chas.  Huntington,  release  of  land  for  road 25.  00 

204.  Miller  Piehl  Co.,  lumber 14.  08 

205.  Jos.  Walinski,  hauling  gravel 13.  50 

206.  E.  P.  Boland,  hauling  gravel 30.  00 

207.  W.  Pankratz,  hauling  gravel -36.  70 

208.  Wm.  Marto,  hauling  gravel 18.00 

209.  Peter  Borman,  repairing  grader 7.  00 

210.  Sam  Stevens,  hauling  grader 3.  00 

211.  Elmer  Parrot,  road  work 9.  00 

212.  Wm.  Skenandore,  road  work 29.  00 

213.  Fred  Manders,  grading  No.  3  road 216.  00 

214.  Herman  Vandenberg,  road  work 30.  00 

216.  Wisconsin  Highway  Commission  survey  of  county  line 6.  25 

217.  Bark  River  Bridge  Co.,  grader  blade 8.  90 

218.  Bark  River  Bridge  Co.,  No.  3  grader 156.  60 

219.  Baptist  Metoxen,  cutting  brush 27.  30 

221.  Albert  Giese,  part  road  superintendent,  salary 35.  00 

222.  A.  Skenadore  and  C.  Baird,  building  bridge 875.  00 

225.  R.  J.  McGeehan,  100  feet  culvert  pipe 189.  10 

227.  Fred  Manders,  filling  county  line 1  180.  62 

228.  Fred  Manders,  grading  Lemere  Road 210.  32 

229.  Baptist  Metoxen,  cutting  J>rush 26.  40 

230.  John  Lubenski,  grading  highway  road 24.  00 

231.  John  Nickolaz,  grading  highway  road 24.  00 

232.  Joseph  Walinski,  grading  highway  road 12.  00 

233.  William  Marto,  grading  highway  road 19.  00 

234.  Martin  Walinski,  grading  highway  road 6.  00 

235.  W.  Pankratz,  grading  highway  road 11.  70 

236.  M.  Knutsen,  grading  highway  road 6.  00 

237.  E.  P.  Boland,  grading  highway  road 12.  00 

240.  Joseph  Van  Kauw^enberg,  200  yards  gravel 70.  00 

244.  Cecelia  Hill,  release  of  land  for  road 50.00 

256.  Baptist  Metoxen,  cutting  brush 33.  00 

257.  Frank  Drewiski,  dynamite  and  fuse 1.  67 

258.  Fred  Manders,  hauling  culverts 3.00 

259.  Hamilton  Bain,  gravel  on  county  line 146.  14 

261.  Peter  Borman,  repairing  scraper 2.  25 

265.  John  M.  Calaway,  road  work 72.  00 

266.  Sophia  D.  Cannon,  release  of  land  for  road 100.  78 

267.  Treasurer,  Brown  County,  town's  share  for  Miller  Road 1,  000.  00 

271.  Mrs.  R.  T.  Burdon,  462  yards  gravel 115.  50 

272.  Serephine  Lewis,  opening  gravel  pit 28.  00 

273.  James  Moes,  dynamite  and  caps 7.  55 

274.  G.  G.  Morgan,  dynamite  and  fuse 6.  25 

277.  Joseph  Van  Kauwenberg,  gravel  and  road  work 153.  20 

278.  Hamilton  Bain,  graveling  county  line 146.  45 

279.  Peter  Flatten,  159  yards  gravel 55.  65 

280.  Albert  Giese,  hauling  gravel 50.  00 
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281.  Albert  Van  Lanen,  hauling  gravel $82.  00 

282.  George  Lemere,  hauling  gravel 78.  00 

283.  Van  Veghel  Bros.,  culvert  pipe 141.  60 

285.  Wenzel  Pankratz,  salary,  road  superintendent ^ 113.  46 

286.  Albert  Giese,  balance  salarj^  road  superintendent 87.  65 

288.  Leonard  Kemps,  hauling  gravel 70.  00 

289.  Serephine  Lewis,  hauling  gravel 20.  00 

290.  Charles  Abischer,  loading  gravel 23.  50 

291 .  William  Kropp,  loading  gravel 40.  00 

292.  Fred  Kropp,  hauling  gravel 63.  00 

293.  Fred  Kropp,  salary,  road  superintendent 41.  84 

294.  Ro V  Bushie,  hauling  gravel,  Elm  Road 7.  20 

295.  Ben  Doxtator,  hauling  gravel,  Elm  Road 34,  20 

296.  Frank  Schmechel,  hauling  gravel.  Elm  Road 7.  20 

297.  Harvey  Cornelius,  hauling  gravel,  Elm  Road 14.  40 

298.  Henry  Smith,  hauling  gravel.  Elm  Road 9.  00 

299.  Willard  Skenadore,  hauling  gravel,  Elm  Road 18.  00 

300.  John  House,  hauling  gravel,  Elm  Road 10.  80 

301.  Joseph  Kazik,  hauling  gravel.  Elm  Road 5.  40 

302.  Eli  Cornelius,  hauling  gravel.  Elm  Road 5.  40 

303.  Emerson  King,  hauling  gravel.  Elm  Road 12.  60 

304.  Fred  House,  58  vards  gravel 20.  30 

305.  Roy  Bushie,  80  yards  gravel 28.  00 

306.  Fred  House,  loading  gravel 7.  50 

307.  Harry  Skenadore,  loading  gravel 7.  50 

308.  Fred  Cornelius,  spreading  gravel 3.  00 

309.  Matt.  Johnson,  spreading  gravel 10.  50 

310.  I.  N.  Webster,  road  supervising 5.  00 

311.  Roy  Bushie,  hauling  gravel,  Bushie  Road 10.  40 

312.  Frank  Schmechel,  hauling  gravel,  Bushie  Road 6.  50 

313.  Harvey  Cornelius,  hauling  gravel,  Bushie  Road 2.  60 

314.  Henry  Smith,  hauling  gravel,  Bushie  Road 3.  90 

315.  John  House,  hauling  gravel,  Bushie  Road 5.  20 

316.  Jos.  Van  Kauwenberg,  hauling  gravel,  Bushie  Road 6.  50 

317.  Jos.  Kazik,  hauling  gravel,  Bushie  Road 7.  80 

318.  Eli  Cornelius,  hauling  gravel,  Bushie  Road 4.  87 

319.  Emerson  King,  hauling  gravel,  Bushie  Road 6.  50 

320.  Jos.  Kauwenberg,  14  yards  gravel 4.  90 

321.  Roy  Bushie,  69^  yards  gravel 24.  32 

322.  I.  N.  Webster,  road  supervising 2.51 

323.  Roy  Bushie,  hauling  gravel,  Lemare  Road_    16.  00 

324.  Ben  Doxtator,  hauling  gravel,  Lemere  Roacr 32.  00 

325.  Frank  Schmechel,  hauling  gravel,  Lemere  Road 12.  00 

326.  Harvey  Cornelius,  hauling  gravel,  Lemere  Road 12.  00 

327.  Henry  Smith,  hauling  gravel,  Lemere  Road 16.  00 

328.  Willard  Skenadore,  hauling  gravel,  Lemare  Road 16.  00 

329.  John  House,  hauling  gravel,  Lemare  Road 12.  00 

330.  Jos.  Kauwenberg,  hauling  gravel,  Lemare  Road 14.  00 

331.  Jos.  Kazik,  hauling  gravel,  Lemare  Road 12.  00 

332.  Emerson  King,  hauling  gravel,  Lemare  Road 4.  00 

333.  Ele  Cornelius,  hauling  gravel,  Lemare  Road 3.  00 

334.  Jos.  Kauwenberg,  20  yards  gravel 7.  00 

335.  Roy  Bushie,  81  yards  gravel 28.  35 

336.  Fred  House,  44  yards  gravel 15.  40 

337.  Fred  House,  loading  gravel 6.  90 

338.  Harry  Skenadore,  Ipading  gravel 3.  00 

339.  L  N.  Webster,  road  supervising 6.  80 

340.  Jos.  Kazik,  snow  work 2.  00 

344.  Peter  Vercauteren,  graveling  town  line 101.  50 

345.  Fred  Manders,  road  work 57.  50 

348.  American  Hardware  Co.,  dynamite  and  fuse _  32.  00 

349.  Henry  Rausch,  hauling  gravel 38.  70 

360.  Henry  Rausch,  88>^  yards  gravel 30.55 

351.  Herman  Vandenberg,  hauling  gravel 38.  70 

362.  M.  House,  road  work _ 6.  00 

364.  Jos.  Kauwenberg,  gravel  and  road  work__ _ 81.  20 

366.  Herman  Vandenberg,  road  work _ _ 33.  30 
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356.  Henry  Rausch,  road  work $31.  50 

357.  Henry  Rausch,  road  gravel 25.  20 

358.  John  Calaway,  road  supervision 96.  93 

359.  Citizens  National  Bank,  road  work  John  House 5.  95 

360.  Fuller  Goodman  Co.,  bridge  lumber 33.  48 

361.  Miller  Piehl  Co.,  bridge  lumber 21.  65 

362.  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite  and  fuse 39.  45 

364.  J.  B.  Janssen,  road  work 26.  90 

365.  John  Kauwenberg,  loading  gravel 18.  60 

366.  Jos.  Kauwenberg,  cleaning  gravel  pit 14.  40 

367.  Jos.  Kauwenberg,  422^i  yards  gravel 147.  95 

368.  Albert  Giese,  work  nonresident  road  tax 129.  48 

370.  William  Gustman,  road  work  county  line 20.  70 

395.  I.  N.  Webster,  500  pounds  pyrotal  dynamite 48.  00 

398.  N.  M.  Kersten,  hauling  gravel 30.  60 

'399.  Henry  De  Valk,  road  work 8.  30 

400.  A.  Ambrosius,  road  w  ork 4.  80 

401.  George  Ambrosius,  road  work 3.  00 

402.  Len  Janssen,  road  work ■ 2.  17 

403.  Peter  Vercauteren,  hauling  gravel,  50  yards 87.  50 

404.  Roy  Bushie,  221  yards  gravel 91.  62 

407.  Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite  and  fuse 17.  32 

408.  Fred  House,  41  yards  gravel 14.  35 

411.  Serephine  Lewis,  hauling  gravel 36.  00 

9,  180.  12 


I 


Report  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Hohart  for  the  year  ending  March 

22,  1927 

RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand  Mar.  22,  1926 \ $6,  331.  26 

County  treasurer,  gasoline  tax 1,  500.  00 

County  treasurer,  unused  portion  dog  tax 81.  64 

County  treasurer,  refund  of  poor  aid 8.  93 

County  treasurer,  public  utility  tax 90.  15 

Tax  collections 31,  488.  14 

Penalty  on  tax  collections 36.  08 

County  treasurer,  credit  on  delinquent  real  estate  tax 4,  777.  90 

County  treasurer,  refund  of  bridge  money  advanced  to  county 813.  63 

Total 45,  127.  47 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Board 420.70 

Clerk 313.  50 

Treasurer 290.  00 

Assessor 230.  00 

Board  of  review 125.  00 

Elections 116.  25 

Poor  relief 740.  10 

School  districts 8,  057.  82 

County  and  State 16,  517.  17 

Sundry 410.  53 

Roads  and  bridges 6,  609.  76 

Road  work  by  5-mill  road  tax 5,  650.  96 

Total I 39,  483.  79 

Total  receipts 45,  127.  47 

Total  disbursements 39,  482.  79 

Balance,  Mar.  22,  1927 5,  644,  68 
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BOARD 

Richard  Krepsky,  wages  as  supervisor $3.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 3.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  stationery  allowance. : 25.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 6.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  wages  as  supervisor ; 3.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 12.  00 

Do 25.  00 

Do 25.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  wages  as  supervisor 25.  00 

Thomas  Chambers,  wages  as  supervisor 25.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 12.  70 

Henry  Thyssen,  wages  as  supervisor 23.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 28.  00 

Do 25.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  wages  as  supervisor 15.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 5.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  wages  as  supervisor 15.  00 

Thomas  Chambers,  w^ages  as  supervisor 50.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 75.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  wages  as  supervisor 20.  00 

Total 420.70 

CLERK 

Joseph  Kazik,  stationery  allowance 25.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  clerk's  bond 7.  50 

Joseph  Kazik,  two  special  elections 6.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  salary,  town  clerk 275.  00 

Total 313.50 

'  TREASURER 

Robert  Clark,  stationery  allowance 25.  00 

Robert  Clark,  treasurer's  bond 15.  00 

Robert  Clark,  treasurer's  salary 250.  00 

Total 290.00 

ASSESSOR 

Anderson  Skenadore,  assessor's  salary 230.  00 

BOARD    OF   REVIEW 

I.  N.  Webster,  board  of  review 25.  00 

Thomas  Chambers,  board  of  reivew 25.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  board  of  review 25.  00 

Anderson  Skenadore,  board  of  review 25.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  board  of  review 25.  00 

Total 125.00 

ELECTIONS 

Jacob  Schmitz,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Alfred  Cavil,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

John  Skenadore,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

John  Krousa,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Fred  House,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  clerk  of  election 6.  00 

Robert  Clark,  clerk  of  election . 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  returns  to  county 4.  00 
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Primary  election 

I.  N.  Webster,' inspector  of  election $5;  00 

Thomas  Chambers,  inspector  of  election. 5.  00 

John  Skenadore,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Noah  Goffard,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  clerk  of  election 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  return  to  county 4.  00 

November  Election 

I.  N.  Webster,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Thomas  Chambers,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

C.  Baird,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Fred  House,  clerk  of  election , 5.  00 

Fred  Cornelius,  clerk  of  election 5.  00 

Agnes  Schmitz,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Josephine  Webster,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Kuypers  Publishing  Co.,  reports  and  ballots 13.  26 

Total 116.25 

POOR    RELIEF 

Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm $10.  00 

Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King 180.  00 

Mina  John  ,poor  aid 120.  00 

Rachel  Powles,  poor  aid 45.  00 

Elizabeth  Stevens,  poor  aid 25.  00 

Grand  Union  Tea  Co.,  groceries  to  Nancy  Baird 2.  50 

Thomas  Baird,  care  of  Abram  Elm 10.  00 

P.  J.  Lenfestey,  medical  service 15.  00 

F.  W.  Kuehl,  casket,  box,  and  shroud 16.  40 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  supplies  to  poor 22.  60 

Oneida  Farmers  Co . ,  supplies  to  R.  Doxtator 28.  98 

Findeisen-Greiser  Co.,  casket  and  box 60.  00 

Bellin  Memorial  Hospital,  care  of  Ray  House 43.  00 

Bellin  Clinic,  operation,  Jonas  Hill 50.  00 

Dr.  D.  H.  Gregory  estate,  service  for  Mrs.  Whitney  Powless 53.00 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  merchandise  to  poor 43.  62 

Findeisen  &  Greiser,  Co,  casket  and  box 10.  00 

Total 730.00 

SCHOOL    DISTRICTS 

Treasurer  city  of  Green  Bay,  tuition 160.  00 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  2,  state  appropriation 356.  40 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  3,  state  appropriation 315.  90 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  4,  state  appropriation 405.  00 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  6,  state  appropriation 514.  35 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  1,  state  appropriation 141.  75 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  7,  state  appropriation 162.  00 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  2,  county  appropriation 71.  363 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  3,  county  appropriation 329.  16 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  4,  county  appropriation 422.  00 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  6,  county  appropriation 535.  94 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  1,  county  appropriation 148.  70 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  7,  county  appropriation 168.  80 

Treasurer  school  district  No .  2,  local  levy 500.  00 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  3,  local  levy 1,  048.  08 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  4,  local  levy 600.  67 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  6,  local  levy 1,  160.  00 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  7,  local  levy 405.  07 

Treasurer  school  district  No.  1,  local  levy 312.  64 

Total 8,  057.  82 
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SUNDRY 

State  Bank  of  De  Pere,  tax  refund 

David  Skenadore,  damages  for  horse  ^ • 

Cecelia  Hill,  tax  refund 

Joseph  Kazik,  delivering  library  books 

I,  N.  Webster,  commitment  of  Mrs.  Wilson  Elm 

Joseph  Kazik,  express  paid  on  books 

E.  P.  Boland,  tax  refund 

James  Moes,  tax  refund 

Antone  Malewitski,  tax  refund,  1917 

E.  P.  Boland,  tax  refund 

Fidelity  Casualty  Co.,  insurance 

Landsman  Co.,  printing 

Platten- Nelson  Co.,  filing  case 

Joseph  Kazik,  repairs  on  adding  machine 

Rev.  William  Watson,  rent  of  hall 

Press-Gazette,  printing 

Joseph  Kazik,  damage  to  auto 

Alex  Webster,  janitor  work 

Treasurer  Welcome  Society,  coal  for  hall 

Alex  Webster,  janitor  work 

Total 

ROADS    AND    BRIDGES 

Eli  DeGrand,  release  of  land  for  road 

H.  R.  Alberts,  surveying 

Eli  Skenadore,  road  work '. 

Charles  Mauff ort,  road  work 

Sherman  Coulon,  road  work _ 

Al.  Van  Lanen,  road  work 

Abram  Ninham,  road  work 

Hyson  John,  snow  removal 

Isadore  John,  snow  removal 

Jonas  Schuyler,  snow  removal 

Oscar  Schuyler,  snow  removal 

Arthur  Schuyler,  snow  removal 

Truman  Doxtator,  snow  removal 

Denis  Schuyler,  snow  removal 

Frank  Schmechel,  snow  removal 

Arthur  Schuyler,  snow  removal 

Sam  Baird,  snow  removal 

Enoch  Baird,  snow  removal 

Hubert  Kropp,  snow  removal 

Anderson  Sommers,  snow  removal 

Lester  Lewis,  snow  removal 

Richard  Krepsky,  snow  removal 

Chas.  Miller,  snow  removal 

Serephine  Lewis,  snow  removal 

William  Wollenf ang,  snow  removal 

John  Krousa,  snow  removal 

George  Lemine,  snow  removal 

Neil  Joseph,  snow  removal 

Joseph  Kazik,  snow  removal 

Levi  Skenadore,  snow  removal 

Emerson  King,  snow  removal 

Fred  Cornelius,  snow  removal 

Al.  Giesc,  snow  removal 

Thomas  Chambers,  snow  removal- 

C.  Meade,  snow  removal 

Charles  Van  Lanen,  snow  removal 

George  Lemere,  snow  removal 

Jacob  Schmitz,  snow  removal 

Joseph  Henn,  snow  removal __ — 

Andrew  Doxtator,  repairing _ 


$2.33 

75.00 

1.63 

5.00 

17.00 

L02 

25.00 

13.38 

33.  18 

24.  54 

118.  80 

10.50 

6.00 

7.50 

50.00 

1.50 

15.00 

1.  50 

1.25 

.50 

410.  53 


180.  00 

25.  60 

6.  90 

19.80 

2.00 

12.00 

7.80 

1.20 

1.20 

1.  50 

1.  50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.  20 
1.50 

2.  70 
6.60 
6.60 
6.60 
6.  60 
2.  10 
7.20 

10.65 
4.50 
3.00 

10.  20 
3.60 
3.90 

10.50 
3.00 
9.30 
4.50 

2L60 
2.40 


80 
20 
90 
80 
80 
25 
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Joseph  Van  Kauwenberg,  378  yards  gravel. $132.  30 

Jacob  Roffers,  snow  removal 1.  50 

Abram  Ninham,  snow  removal 1.  50 

Martin  Cornelissen,  hauling  gravel 35.  90 

Henry  Thyssen,  snow  removal 6.  60 

William  Gustman,  road  work 25.  50 

Elizah  Skenadore,  hauling  gravel 21.  60 

Mrs.  Chas.  Hill,  road  work 5.  40 

Miller  &  Prahl,  bridge  lumber 12.  32 

Herbert  Cornelissen,  repairing  grader 3.  75 

Ed.  Sobiek,  32  pieces  of  drain  tile 3.  04 

Herman  Vandenberg,  road  work 44.  82 

Foster  House,  road  work 3.  00 

William  Gustman,  road  work 38.  55 

Klaus  Manufacturing  Co.,  2  culverts 264.  00 

Christ  Paulsen,  road  work 6.  00 

Standard  Lumber  Co.,  bridge  planks 27.  00 

Wenzel  Pankratz,  road  work 50.  20 

Charles  Kropp,  road  work 42.  00 

Emerson  King,  road  work 43.  20 

H.  N.  Vandenberg,  road  work 17.  85 

Do 70.  80 

Syl.  Vandenberg,  road  work ^ 7.  80 

Do 21.  60 

Harry  Rentmeester,  road  work 28.  50 

Ed.  Sobiek,  road  work 31.  05 

William  Denny,  road  work 15.  00 

H.  N.  Vandenberg,  road  work 52.  20 

Henry  Laarhoven,  road  w  ork 1.  50 

G.  T.  Morgan,  dynamite  fuze  and  caps 4.  25 

Miller  &  Piehi,  bridge  planks 26.  67 

Van  Veghel  Bros.  Co.,  5  culverts,  4  bands 278.  80 

A.  Guntlesbergen,  pole  for  wheeler 2.  00 

Ed.  Sobiek,  road  work 18.  00 

Syl.  Vandenberg,  road  work 6.  00 

H.  N.  Vandenberg,  road  work 20.  70 

Levi  Garsaw,  building  culvert 75.  00 

Miller  &  Piehl  Co.,  bridge  lumber 32.  68 

Emerson  King,  road  work 48.  60 

Emerson  King,  17  bridge  posts 17.  00 

Will  J.  Platten,  32  yards  gravel 11.  20 

J.  W.  Upright,  digging  ditch 7.  50 

Standard  Lumber  Co.,  bridge  lumber 40.  94 

Fuller  Goodman  Co.,  24  posts,  1  gallon  paint 11.  10 

J.  W.  Upright,  digging  ditch 37.  50 

Levi,  Garsaw,  road  work 129.  00 

Do 28.20 

Treasurer  Brown  County,  advance  for  bridge ^ 1,  627.  26 

J.  W.  Upright,  digging  ditch 193.  75 

Herbert  Cornelius,  repairing  slushers 12.  50 

J.  W.  Uprignt,  digging  ditch 181.  12 

John  Skenadore,  eautting  and  filling 500.  00 

Joseph  Walenski,  road  work 30.  00 

F.  Borman,  road  work 24.  00 

William  Marto,  road  work 18.  00 

Johnas  House,  road  work 42.  00 

Matt  Rusch,  road  work 35.  00 

W.  Pankratz,  road  work 49.  80 

Robt.  J.  Hill,  45  yards  gravel 15.  75 

H.  R.  Alberts,  road  survey 128.  90 

Fred  Cornelius,  snow  removal 3.  00 

Harry  Skenadore,  snow  removal 3.  00 

Emerson  King,  road  work 32.  60 

Do 49.95 

Levi  Garsaw,  road  work 51.  60 

John  Vandenberg,  82  yards  gravel 41.  00 

Jules  Nellis   hauling  gravel 35.  40 
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Jos  Van  Kauwenberg,  747H  yards  gravel $374.  75 

Andrew  Adams,  road  work 57.  00 

Levi  Garsaw,  road  work 224.  50 

Thos.  Danforth,  76  yards  gravel 38.  00 

Fred  Hendricks,  road  work 65.  40 

Henry  TJiyssen,  hauling  gravel 41.  40 

Chris.  Hendricks,  hauling  gravel 34,  20 

N.  Santy,  road  work 8.  34 

Joseph  Van  Kauwenberg,  hauling  gravel 83.  00 

E.  F.  Baumgart,  road  work 24.  60 

R.  Burdon,  76  yards  gravel 26.  60 

Harry  Skenadore,  road  work 2.  70 

Emerson  King,  road  work 6.  25 

Fred  Cornelius,  road  work 20.  70 

Christ  Hendricks,  hauling  gravel  Buschie  road 225.  00 

Emerson  King,  spreading  gravel  Buschie  road 42.  00 

Total 6,  609.  76 

Road  work  by  5-mill  road  tax 5,  650.  96 

Total  for  roads  and  bridges 12,  260.  72 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Joseph  Kazik,  Town  Clerk. 


Report  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Hohart,  for  the  year  ending  March 

20,  1928 

HECEIPTS 

Balance,  Mar.  22,  1927 $5,  644.  75 

Delinquent  personal-property  tax  collected 62.  97 

State  Bank  of  De  Pere,  loan 9,  000.  00 

Treasurer  of  Brown  County,  gasoline  tax 1,  500.  00 

Tax  collections 42,  960.  77 

Penalty  on  tax  collections 29.  22 

Treasurer  of  Brown  County,  two-thirds  State  school  tax 1,335.60 

Treasurer  of  Brown  County,  bridge  refund 3,  528.  80 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co.,  license  tax 18.  96 

Treasurer  of  Brown  County,  poor-aid  refund 43.62 

Wisconsin  Public  Service  Co.,  utility  tax 135.  55 

Peter  Linders,  deposit  for  highway 75.  00 

Mrs.  William  Rivers,  soft-drink  license 25.  00 

Robert  Clark,  one  10-inch  culvert 6.  80 

Total  receipts 64,367.22 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Town  board 458.  00 

Town  cle^k 317.  50 

Town  treasurer 290.  00 

Town  assessor 248.  00 

Board  of  review 100.  00 

Elections 95.00 

Poor  relief 929.  94 

School  districts 6,  465.  31 

State  and  county 17,  621.  49 

Temporary  loan 9,  000.  00 

Interest  on  loan _-- 292.  00 

Sundry 609.04 

Roads  and  bridges 17,  258.  40 

Road  work  by  5-mill  road  tax 6,  556.  85 

Total  disbursements __ -  60,  244.  51 

Total  receipts 64,  367.  22 

Total  disbursements _ _ 60,  244.  51 

Balance  Mar.  20,  1928 4,  122.  71 
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ASSESSOR 

Anderson  Skenadore,  part  assessor's  salary $3.  00 

Do 150.00 

Anderson  Skenadore,  balance  assessor's  salary 95.  00 

Total 248.00 

TREASURER 

Robert  Clark,  for  stationery  allowance 25.  00 

Robert  Clark,  part  treasurer's  salary 100.  00 

Boland  Karn  Co.,  treasurer's  bond 15.  00 

Robert  Clark,  balance  treasurer's  salary 150.  00 

Total 290.00 

CLERK 

Joseph  Kazik,  for  stationery  allowance 25.  00 

Boland  Karn  Co.,  for  clerk's  bond 7.  50 

Joseph  Kazik,  for  special  service  for  town 10.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  for  clerk's  salary 275.  00 

Total 317.50 

TOWN    BOARD 

I.  N.  Webster,  for  stationery  allowance 25.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  wages  as  supervisor 241.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  for  wages  as  supervisor 86.  00 

C.  Baird,  for  wages  as  supervisor 94.  00 

Tom  Chambers,  for  wages  as  supervisor 12.  00 

Total 458.00 

ELECTIONS 

Tom  Chambers,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Fred  Cornelius,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Robert  Clark,  clerk  of  election 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  clerk  of  election l 5.  00 

Josephine  Webster,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Agnes  Schmitz,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  conducting  meeting 3.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  election  returns 4.  00 

Kuj^pers  Publishing  Co.,  reports  and  ballots 15.  75 

Landsman  Printing  Co . ,  referendum  ballots 4.  00 

Do 3.50 

Special  election  for  bridge  bonds: 

I.  N.  Webster,  election  inspector 5.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  election  inspector 5.  00 

C.  Baird,  election  inspector 5.  00 

Sylvester  Vandenberg,  election  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Fred  Cornehus,  election  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  election  clerk 5.  00 

Total 95.  48 

BOARD  OF  REVIEW 

I.  N.  Webster,  board  of  review -_ 20.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  board  of  review 20.  00 

C.  Baird,  board  of  review 20.  00 

Anderson  Skenadore,  board  of  review 20.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  board  of  review 20.  00 

Total 100.  00 
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POOR  RELIEF 

Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  Henry  King,  one  year $180.  00 

Mina  John,  poor  aid,  one  year 

Nick  Elm,  care  of  Abram  Elm 

Sussie  Baird,  care  of  Abram  Elm 

St.  Mary's  Hospital,  care  of  Louis  Clark 

St.  Vincent's  Hosj)ital,  care  of  Robinson  Skenadore 

Hermaine  Baker,  care  of  Melinda  John 

Doctor  Hittner,  treatment  of  Melinda  John 

St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  care  of  Robinson  Skenadore 

Elizabeth  Webster,  care  of  Abram  Elm 

Melinda  John,  poor  aid 8. 

Sam  Stevins,  care  of  Louis  Webster 8. 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  supplies  to  Melinda  John 15. 

St.  Mary's  Hospital,  care  of  George  Adams 46. 

Sam  Adams,  care  of  George  Adams 

Sam  Steyins,  care  of  Louise  Webster 

Sam  Adams,  care  of  George  Adams 

G.  L.  Morgan,  supplies  to  Mr.  Greenwood 

Jefferson  Baird,  care  of  George  Adams 

Dr.  J.  L.  DeCock,  treatment  of  George  Adams 

Total 

SUNDRY 

Horace  P.  Malloy,  tax  refund 

Fidehty  and  Casualty  Co.,  insurance  premium 

Treasurer  of  Hobart  Church,  rent  of  hall 

P.  D.  Harris,  2  police  stars 

Joseph  Kazik,  express  charges  on  books 1.  06 

Peter  Linders,  return  of  road  deposit 75.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  repairs  to  adding  machine 3.  00 

Farm  Drainage  Board,  drainage  survey 300.  00 

Treasurer  of  Hobart  Church,  rent  of  hall 50.  00 

Total - 609.04 

SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

Treasurer  of  city  of  Green  Bay,  high  school  tuition 400.  00 

Treasurer  school  district — 

No.  1,  local  levy 306.  57 

No.  2,  local  levy 525.  18 

No.  4,  local  levy 740.  95 

No.  6,  local  levy 800.  00 

No.  7,  local  levy 368.  01 

No.  2,  county  levy 345.  28 

No.  3,  county  levy 378.  56 

No.  4,  county  levy 445.  12 

No.  6,  county  levy 508.  04 

No.  1,  county  levy 145.  60 

No.  7,  county  levy 166.  40 

No.  2,  two-thirds, State  appropriation 229.  60 

No.  3,  two- thirds  State  appropriation 254.  80 

No.  4,  two-thirds  State  appropriation 299.  60 

No.  4,  two-thirds  State  appropriation 341.  60 

No.  1 ,  two-thirds  State  appropriation 98.  00 

No.  7,  two-thirds  State  appropriation 112.  00 

Total _-. 6,466.31 

STATE    AND    COUNTY 

Treasurer  of  Brown  County : 

State  taxes _ 659.  77 

State  special  charges _ 372.  49 

Trust  fund  loans _ 823.  65 

County  tax _._ _-  15,  765  68 

Total - - ---   17,621.49 
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ROADS    AND    BRIDGES 

Joel  Green,  road  work $19.  80 

Otto  Peterson,  part  payment  grading  Olsen  road 200.  00 

John  Skenadore,  balance  grading  Krepskey,  road 244.  12 

Van  Veghel  Bros.  Co.,  culverts  and  bands! 112.  57 

John  Skenadore,  grading  cemetery  hill  road 240.  00 

Standard  Lumber  Co.,  bridge  lumber 8.  00 

John  F.  Calaway,  road  work 99.  00 

John  House,  road  work 5.  40 

Arnold  Rusch,  road  work 9.  30 

John  Heidgen,  3  shovel  handles 3.  00 

Felix  Lamine,  grading  county  line  road 24.  10 

Do 34.  20 

Guss  Lamine,  grading  county  line  road 30.  90 

John  Nickolay,  hauling  gravel 200.  00 

Bark  River  Bridge  Co.,  2  scrapers,  1  hub  cap 22.  64 

J.  W.  Wright,  part  payment  ditching  county  line 200.  00 

Jos.  Kazik,  road  work J 14.  00 

Henry  Rueden,  road  work 34.  20 

Treasurer  of  Brown  County,  advanced  for  bridge 1,  322.  21 

Dave  Willard,  hauling  gravel 175.  00 

Henry  Rausch,  grading  Rausch  road 200.  00 

Barney  Williams,  grading  range  line  road 600.  00 

William  Gustman,  leveling  on  county  line  road 50.  00 

Otto  Peterson,  grading  Olsen  Road 375.  52 

Al  Manders,  road  work 85.  50 

Miller  &  Piehl,  bridge  lumber 122.  63 

W.  Pankratz,  road  work ,.  42.  00 

Fred  Basch,  road  work 12.  00 

E.  Collette,  3  slushers  and  clevises 31.  50 

Daanen  &  Janssen  Co.,  repairing  bridge 5.  00 

John  F.  Calaway,  road  work 70.  50 

Peter  Lindsley,  road  work 20.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  advanced  to  Isaac  John,  road  work 9.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  advanced  to  George  Cooper,  road  work 12.  00 

Fred  Cornelius,  repairing  culvert 5.  00 

Emerson  Baird,  repairing  culvert 2.  25 

Jacob  Hock,  road  work 21.  30 

Felix  Lamine,  hauling  gravel,  100  yards 100.  00 

W.  Pankratz,  hauling  gravel,  Schoolhouse  Road 300.  00 

W.  Pankratz,  balance  due  hauling  gravel  Seymour  Road 100.  00 

Willard  Skenadore,  snow  removal 1.  50 

Jos.  Kauvenberg,  shoveling  gravel 5.  00 

Abraham  Ninham,  shoveling  gravel ,_  27.00 

Jos.  Kauvenberg,  part  payment  500  yards  gravel 95.  12 

Jos.  Kauvenberg,  balance  due  500  yards  gravel,  at  50  cents 154.  88 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite  fuse,  caps 23.  41 

Jos.  Henn,  release  of  land  for  highway 212.  64 

Jos.  Henn,  release  of  land  highway 87.  36 

Chauncey  Baird,  road  work 2.  40 

Harry  Skenadore,  road  work 9.  00 

I.  N."^  Webster,  treasurer,  gravel  Creamery  Road 40.  00 

Holder  Ericksen,  release  of  land  for  road 62.  50 

William  Kocken,  hauling  gravel 16.  20 

George  Lemere,  hauling  gravel 48.  00 

Charles  Kropp,  100  pounds  dynamite,  100  caps,  100  feet  fuse 24.  80 

Joseph  Van  Kauvenberg,  dynamite 5.  00 

Joseph  Van  Kauvenberg,  408  yards  gravel 204.  00 

Joseph  Van  Kauvenberg,  340  yards  gravel,  hauling  same 510.  90 

Schuster  Construction  Co.,  71.74  tons  crushed  stone 64.  57 

Dave  Willard,  balance  hauling  gravel  Olsen  road 455.  00 

Green  Bay  Sand  &  Gravel  Co.,  crushed  rock  on  Miller  road.    _  85.  95 

Standard  Lumber  Co.,  4-3  x  10-16 8.  00 

Treasurer  of  Brown  Co.,  advanced  for  Janssen  bridge 4,  500.  00 

John  Skenadore,  grading  road 100.  00 

Joseph  Van  Kauvenberg,  gravel 250.  00 

Fred  Van  Lanen,  hauling  gravel  on  county  line  road 86.  00 
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Christ  Hendricks,  hauling  gravel 

Johnnie  House,  road  work 

Bob  Rivers,  road  work 

John  F.  Calaway,  road  work 

Wenzel  Pankratz,  hauling  gravel 

Do 

Van  Veghel  Bros.,  1  culvert 

J.  W.  Wright,  digging  ditch  county  line 

Green  Bay  Sand  &  Gravel  Co.,  crushed  stone 

R.  J.  McGeehan,  4  culverts 

Green  Bay  Sand  &  Gravel  Co.,  crushed  stone 

Rupiper  Lumber  Co.,  bridge  lumber 

Joseph  Fitzgerald,  road  work 

Treasurer  Brown  Co. ,  advanced  Vercauteren  bridge ' 1, 

Farmers  Implement  Co.,  one  10-inch  culvert 

Joseph  Van  Kauvenberg,  18  yards  gravel  at  50  cents 

Charles  Mauffort,  12  hours  road  work  at  60  cents 

Dubois  Massey  Co.,  pole  for  grader 4. 

Miller  Piehl  Co.,  4  planks 7. 

Joseph  Kazik,  snow  removal 6, 

J.  B.  Janssen,  chanftel  right  of  way 40. 

Christ  Hendricks,  hauling  grave  county  line 100. 

William  Van  Lanen,  hauling  gravel  county  line 100. 

Fred  Hendricks,  loading  gravel 13. 

Do 31. 

Will  P.  Platten,  100  yards  gravel 35. 

Enos  Lemere,  road  work 42.  00 

George  Lemere,  road  work 176.  00 

Henry  Thyssen,  road  work 14.  70 

Holder  Ericksen,  road  work 9.  00 

C.  E.  Meade,  156  yards  gravel 54.  00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Krause,  release  of  land  for  road 170.  00 

Harvey  Cornelius,  road  work 3.  00 

Henry  Schmitz,  road  work . 6.  00 

Eli  Cornelius,  road  work 3.  00 

Baptist  King,  road  work 1.  80 

Emerson  King,  road  work 24.  30 

P.  Borman,  road  work 1.  80 

•^oseph  Walinski,  road  work 2.  40 

William  Marto,  road  work 4.  80 

Fred  Manders,  road  work 24.  00 

Levi  Garsow,  road  work 9.  00 

H,  N.  Vandenberg,  road  work 34.  35 

Fred  Benett,  road  work 2.  25 

Christ  Hendricks,  balance  hauling  gravel  Bushie  Road 279.  00 

Eli  Pelegrin,  release  of  land  for  road 140.  00 

Oliver  Bertrand,  release  of  land  for  road 50.  00 

Whitewater  Bridge  Co.,  4  culverts,  4  bands 148.  34 

Russel  Grader  Co.,  1  Junior  grader 245.  00 

Emerson  Baird,  road  work  county  line 17.  70 

Harry  Skenadore,  road  work  county  line 19.  50 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite,  fuse,  and  caps 6.  50 

R.  J.  McGeehan  Co.,  1  culvert,  12  scraper  handles 13.  10 

Bernard  Olsen,  road  work 9.  00 

W.  Pankratz,  road  work 36.  00 

Guss  Lamine,  road  work 16.  20 

Felix  Lamine,  road  workcounty  line 69.  00 

Harry  Skenadore,  road  work  county  line 1.  50 

Henry  Rueden..  road  work  county  line 46.  80 

Guss  Lamine,  road  work  county  line 15.  00 

Fred  Manders,  1  Western  grader __  150.  00 

Fred  Manders,  setting  up  grader '5.  00 

Charles  Kropp,  road  work 72.  00 

J.  F.  Calaway,  road  work 51.  00 
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Report  of  the  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Hobart  for  the  year  ending  March  21, 

1929 

RECEIPTS 

Balance,  March  22,  1928 2 $4,082.01 

Delinquent  personal-property  tax  collected 141.  07 

State  Bank  of  De  Pere,  loan 6,  762.  96 

Soft-drink  licenses 100.  00 

Cigarette  licenses 20.  00 

Treasurer  of  Brown  Co.,  balance  State  school  aid 667.  80 

Treasurer  of  Brown  Co.,  dog-tax  refund 52.  85 

Treasurer  of  Brown  Co.,  bridge-tax  refund,  1927 78.  57 

Ed.  Boland,  road-release  refund 175.  00 

State  treasurer,  utility  tax 165.  98 

County  treasurer,  special  school  aid 57.  46 

Wisconsin  Telephone  Co.,  license  tax,  1928 11.  96 

County  treasurer,  county  and  State  school  aid 1,  480.  48 

County  treasurer,  gasoline  tax 1 1,  500.  00 

Tax  coUections 31,  408.  03 

Two  per  cent  penalty  on  tax  collections 32.  55 

County  treasurer,  credit  on  delinquent  real-estate  tax 4,  558.  28 

County  treasurer,  income  tax 39.  69 

Superintendent  of  road,  district'  No.  1,  for  plow 13.  00 

Ed.  Cavil,  crushed  rock,  four  yards 8.  00 

Total  receipts 51,  355.  69 

Total  receipts 51,  355.  69 

Total  disbursements 52,  137.  85 

Less  outstanding  checks 1,  480.  48 

Balance 875.  21 

TOWN    BOARD 

C.  Baird,  wages  as  supervisor 34.  50 

H.  N.  Vandenberg,  wages  as  supervisor 21.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  conducting  meeting 3.  00 

I.  N.  Webster,  town  service 3.  00 

John  Roels,  stationery  allowance 25.  00 

C.  Baird,  wages  as  supervisor 25.  00 

C.  Baird,  wages  as  supervisor 10.  00 

C.  Baird,  wages  as  supervisor 15.  00 

C.  Baird,  wages  as  supervisor 10.  00 

John  Roels,  service  as  chairman 200.  00 

Wm.  Van  Lanen,  wages  as  supervisor 80.  00 

C.  Baird,  wages  as  supervisor 22.  70 

Total 449.20 

CLERK 

Boland-Karn  Co.,  clerk's  bond 7.  50 

Jos.  Kazik,  part  clerk's  salary 200.  00 

Jos.  Kazik,  balance  clerk's  salary 200.  00 

Total 407.50 

TREASURER 

Boland-Karn  Co.,  treasurer's  bond 15.  00 

State  Bank  of  De  Pere,  treasurer's  county  bond 44.  59 

Robt.  Clark,  treasurer's  salary 325.  00 

Total 384.  59 
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ASSESSOR 

Anderson  Skenadore,  assessor's  salary $100.  00 

Anderson  Skenadore,  balance  assessor's  salary 105.  00 

Total 205.  00 

TEMPORARY    LOANS 

State  Bank  of  De  Pere,  loan 6,  762.  96 

State  Bank  of  De  Pere,  interest  on  loan 114.  75 

Total 6,877.71 

BOARD    OF    REVIEW 

John  Roels,  board  of  review 20.  00 

C.  Baird,  board  of  review 20.  00 

William  Van  Lanen,  board  of  review 20.  00 

Anderson  Skenadore,  board  of  review 20.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  board  of  review 20.  00 

Total 100.00 

ELECTIONS 

Agnes  Schmitz,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Mrs.  I.  N.  Webster,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Robert  Elmer,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

John  B.  Janssen,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Fred  Cornelius,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  clerk  of  election 5.  00 

Robert  Clark,  clerk  of  election 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  election  returns 4.  00 

Kuypers  Publishing  Co.,  reports  and  ballots 12,  75 

John  Roels,  primary  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

C.  Baird,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

William  Van  Lanen,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  posting  notices  and  returns 5.  00 

Henry  Rueden,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Fred  House,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Noah  Goffard,  clerk  of  election 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  November  election 5.  00 

John  Roels,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

C.  Baird,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

William  Van  Lanen,  inspector  of  election 5.  00 

Joseph  Kazik,  clerk  of  election 5.  00 

Noah  Goffard,  clerk  of  election 5.  00 

Agnes  Schmitz,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Virginia  Powless,  ballot  clerk 5.  00 

Total --  126.  75 

FOOR    RELIEF 

Mina  John,  poor  aid,  one  year 120.  00 

Sam  Stevens,  care  of  Elizabeth  Webster 120.  00 

Mrs.  Moses  John,  care  of  H.  King,  11  months 162.  82 

Emerson  King,  care  of  H.  King,  one  montli 15.  00 

Elizabeth  Webster,  care  of  Abram  Elein,  eight  months 165.  00 

Walter  House,  care  of  Abram  Elem,  two  mouths 60.  00 

Sam  Stevens,  care  of  Levi  Skenadore 5.  00 

Bellin  Clinic,  operation  on  Fay  House 75.  00 

Mohr  Mortuary,  casket  and  box  for  Phoebe  Swamp 50.  00 

St.  Vincent  Hospital,  care  of  Levi  Skenadore.  _ 11.  50 

Joel  Reed,  care  of  George  Adams _ 8.  00 

Mohr  Mortuary,  casket  and  box  for  Levi  Skenadore —  50.  00 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  merchandise  to  John  Skenadore 10.  00 

Mohr  Mortuary,  casket  and  box,  Agnes  Skenandore.  _ 50.  00 
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Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  supplies  to  Mrs.  David  and  Amos  Baird $17.  50 

G.  L.  Morgan,  groceries  to  Jones  Hill 3.  15 

Walter  H.  Garfield,  casket  and  box,  Sam  Schuyler. 50.  00 

St.  Vincent  Hospital,  care  of  Charlotte  Hock 51.  40 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  groceries  to  H.  King 2.  18 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  merchandise  to  Esther  Ehrke 20.  04 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  merchandise  to  Tillie  Schuyler 5.  00 

G.  L.  Morgan,  merchandise  to  Moses  Webster 10.  00 

G.  L.  Morgan,  merchandise  to  Mrs.  Cannon 12.  87 

G.  L.  Morgan,  merchandise  to  Esther  Ehrke 7.  48 

Walter  House,  care  of  Abram  Elem 25.  00 

Total 1,  105.  94 

STATE    AND    COUNTY 

Treasurer  of  Brown  Co. : 

State  taxes 626.  61 

State  special  charges 481.  82 

Trust-fund  loans 790.  07 

County  tax 20,  397.  09 

Total 22,295.59 

SCHOOL    DISTRICTS 

Treasurer  city  of  Green,  high-school  tuition 587.  00 

Treasurer  district  No.  1,  Seymour,  high-school  tuition 151.  76 

Treasurer  school  district: 

No.  1,  balance  state  appropriation  1928 49.  00 

No.  2,  balance  state  appropriation  1928 114.  80 

No.  3,  state  appropriation  1928 127.  40 

No.  4,  state  appropriation  1928 149.  80 

No.  6,  state  appropriation  1928 170.  80 

No.  7,  state  appropriation  1928 56.  00 

No.  1,  local  levy 446.  60 

No.  2,  local  levy 904.  86 

No.  3,  local  levy 1,  525.  63 

No.  4,  local  levy 736.  52 

No.  6,  local  levy 552.  56 

No.  7,  local  levy 355.  42 

No.  2,  42  per  cent  State  aid.: 105.  00 

No.  3,  42  per  cent  State  aid 165.  48 

No.  4,  42  per  cent  State  aid 105.  00 

No.  6,  42  per  cent  State  aid 105.  00 

No.  2,  county  aid 250.  00 

No.  3,  county  aid 250.  00 

No.  4,  county  aid 250.  00 

No.  6,  county  aid 250.  00 

Total 7,408.63 

SUNDRIES 

Robt.  Hill,  janitor  work 1.  50 

Nelson  J.  Cornelius,  coal .  75 

Joseph  Kazik,  posting  notices,  2  days 6.  00 

Secretary  of  State,  10  per  cent  soft  drinks  licenses 2.  50 

Joseph  Kazik,  office  stationery 4.  71 

Wm.  Van  Lanen,  car  service 1.  00 

N.  J.  Cornelius,  coal  and  janitor  work 1.  75 

Mrs.  Wm.  Rivers,  refund  soft  drink  and  cigar  license 30.  00 

Landsmann  Printing  Co.,  200  bridge  ballots 5.  00 

Total 53.  21 
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ROADS    AND    BRIDGES 

Thomas  Elm,  snow  removal $3.  00 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite 10.  00 

Abram  Ninham,  loading  gravel 30.  37 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite 3.  25 

Wm.  Kuske,  loading  gravel 43.  50 

Wm.  Kuske,  238  yards  gravel 59.  40 

Murphy  Land  Co.,  hauling  gravel 66.  00 

Seraphine  Lewis,  hauling  gravel 66.  00 

Chas.  Miller,  hauling  gravel 2L  00 

Wm.  Kuske,  130  yards  gravel 32.  50 

Aron  House,  hauling  gravel 5.  43 

Aron  House,  hauling  gravel 39.  67 

M.  E.  Davis,  drafting  bond  resolution 5.  00 

Robt.  L.  Jackson,  repairing  grader 3.  00 

Jos.  Van  Kauvenberg,  114  yards  gravel  and  hauling 105.  00 

Al.  Van  Lane'n,  jr.,  road  work 12.  80 

Constant  Renier,  road  work 51.  30 

Ben  Doxtator,  hauling  gravel 95.  00 

Abram  Ninham,  loading  gravel 34.  13 

Treasurer  Hobart  Church,  balance  on  387  yards  gravel 55.  50 

Chas.  Kropp,  spreading  gravel 24.  00 

Chas.  Kropp,  road  work 66.  00 

Harry  Skenadore,  snow  removal 2.  40 

Robt.  L.  Jackson,  sharpening  grader 3.  00 

John  F.  Calaway,  road  work 30.  00 

Elmer  Parrit,  release  of  land  for  road 200.  00 

Eli  Bread,  release  of  land  for  road 25.  00 

Chauncey  Powless,  cutting  brush 5.  00 

Abram  Ninham,  loading  gravel 22.  50 

Chauncey  Powless,  cutting  brush 7.  00 

Harry  Skenadore,  cutting  brush 10.  00 

Harry  Skenadore,  road  work 4.  50 

Baptist  Cooper,  cutting  brush 5.  00 

Harry  Skenadore,  cutting  brush 7.  00 

Noah  Goflfard,  31  hours  labor  in  pit 9.  30 

Noah  Goffard,  62  yards  gravel 24.  80 

Maribel  Gravel  Co.,  crushed  rock 10.  55 

G.  L.  Morgan,  dynamite  fuse  and  caps 56.  50 

Emerson  King,  hauling  gravel 1 10.  00 

Wm.  Lamine,  road  work 8.  70 

Elijah  Skenadore,  hauling  gravel 32.  00 

Otto  Peterson,  hauling  gravel 92.  00 

Elmer  Parret,  road  work 39.  00 

Felix  Lamine,  dynamite  and  caps 5.  76 

Felix  Lamine,  grading 6.  00 

Felix  Lamine,  hauling  gravel 232.  00 

A.  G.  Kleber,  compensation  insurance 1 126.  40 

Fred  Cornelius,  road  work 27.  60 

Joshua  King,  road  work 7.  50 

Baptist  Cooper,  cutting  brush 10.  00 

Joshua  King,  cutting  brush 12.  00 

Bark  River  Bridge  Co.,  culverts. _.  356.  90 

Kuypers  Pub.  Co.,  25  road  books 6.  75 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite  fuse,  etc 81.  67 

Harry  Skenadore,  road  work 2.  40 

Aron  House,  road  work 30.  00 

Jos.  Henn,  release  of  land  for  road 37.  50 

AI.  Giese,  road  work 150.  00 

J.  F.  Calaway,  road  work _ 57.  00 

Harrison  Smits,  road  work j_-  7.  50 

E.  Parrit,  road  work _ _ 57.  00 

Wm.  Marto,  road  work 8.  40 

R.  J.  McGeehan,  Son  &  Co.,  culverts  and  couplings 66.  06 

Robt.  L.  Jackson,  repairing  grader 3.  50 

Alfred  Cavil,  road  work _ 25.  05 
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Ed.  Cavil,  road  work $85.  90 

Dan  Latus,  slusher  repairs 1.  00 

E.  P.  Boland,  release  of  land  for  road 175.  00 

Jessie  Skenadore,  spreading  gravel ^ 2.  40 

Wm.  Marto,  road  work 53.  40 

E.  Parret,  road  work 51.  00 

L.  Van  Caster,  road  work 93.  90 

Albert  Van  Lanen,  road  work 102.  60 

Albert  Giese,  road  work 251.  10 

Jos.  Wolinski,  road  work 40.  80 

Miller  &  Pielil,  4  bridge  planks 7.  65 

R.  J.  McGeehan,  Son  &  Co.,  3  culverts,  1  band 53.  50 

Daanen  &  Janssen,  43)^  yards  crushed  gravel 65.  25 

John  Heidgen,  repairing  slusher 1.  50 

Miller  &  Piehl,  12  bridge  planks 21.  72 

R.  J.  McGeehan,  Son  &  Co.,  one  20-ft.  culvert 22.  40 

Whitewater  Bridge  Co.,  grader  blades 14.  00 

Willard  Kropp,  road  work 9.  50 

American  Trucking  Co.,  crushed  stone 7.  14 

Daanen  &  Janssen,  crushed  gravel 157.  50 

Co.  Highway  Commission,  600  ft.  snow  fence  and  posts 64.  80 

Treasurer  Brown  Co.,  advanced  for  bridge 3,  762.  96 

Dixon  Swamp,  snow  removal 6.  00 

N.  Swamp,  snow  removal 12.  30 

Barney  Williams,  grading  Williams  road 300.  00 

Wm.  Vande  Hei,  snow  removal 9.  00 

Hubbard  Kropp,  snow  removal 10.  50 

Lawrence  Delmarcelle,  snow  removal 6.  00 

Willard  Kropp,  snow  removal 3.  00 

John  Skenadore,  hauling  gravel 28.  66 

Harry  Skenadore,  snow  removal 3.  60 

Julius  Davids,  snow  removal 2.  40 

Oneida  Farmers  Co.,  dynamite,  fuse  and  caps 12.  50 

Harold  Skenadore,  snow  removal 6.  00 

Noah  Goffard,  140  yds.  gravel,  48  hours  labor 73.  48 

Christ  Hendricks,  road  work 6.  60 

Baptist  King,  road  work 7.  20 

John  Hock,  road  work 6.  00 

Jacob  Hock,  road  work 6.  00 

Jos.  Van  Kauvenberg,  11>^  yards  gravel 5.  75 

Larsen  Co.,  road  work 6.  00 

Five  mill  road  tax ^ 4,  414.  33 

Total 12,  723.  73 

Reserve,  Wis.,  July  9,  1929. 

In  regard  about  the  school  lands  on  the  reserves  of  the  Indian  claims  and  also 
the  swamplands  that  are  in  at  reserve. 

As  a  whole  tribe  or  band  of  reserve  always  claimed  all  these  school  sec.  and 
swampland  were  own  the  tribe.  But  we  all  see  that  all  these  school  sec.  and 
swamps  lands  are  all  taken  by  the  white  people.  And  as  a  tribe  of  reserve  would 
like  to  know  if  we  as  tribe  claim  and  these  school  sec.  &  swamps  lands. 

If  we  still  claim  all  the  school  sec.  and  swamplands  within  the  bounder  lines  of 
reserve. 

As  tribe  or  band  of  reserve  always  thought  that  the  Gov.  ishued  a  Gove, 
doctor  but  as  we  know  a  Band  havn't  seen  any  man  at  reserve  what  we  as  tribe 
could  call  our  Gov.  doctor  as  we  was  told  by  our  Indian  ageant,  Mr.  McQuage, 
said  that  was  any  Gov.  doctor  or  Indians  Funds,  for  the  Gov.  doctor. 

As  we  all  know  that  there  are  few  Indians  that  are  at  reserve  call  for  a  doctor 
for  a  serious  cases,  such  case  as  Dave  A.  Bellellie  was  very  serious  sick,  and  also 
Mr.  George  Corbine  was  serious  hurt,  and  his  wife;  Mr.  Corbine  call  for  the  State 
nurse  but  the  nurse  never  answer  her  call. 

Polismen  on  the  reserve:  As  all  the  other  Indian  villages  has  an  Indian  polls 
men  but  we  havn't  any  such  man  on  our  Indian  village  or  reseristion.  We  as 
tribe  always  throught  that  the  Gov.  ishued  an  Indian  polisman.  But  we  fail  to 
see  such  a  man  on  our  reserve. 
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Hunting  and  trapping  on  the  reserve  or  the  whole  State  of  Wisconsin:  As  we 
all  see  and  know  we  are  not  allowd  to  hunt  or  trap  and  fishing  on  the  State  of 
Wisconsin.  As  our  forfather  told  the  young  generation  we  reserve  all  the  hunting 
and  trapping  and  also  fishing  at  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

About  seed  potatoes  from  the  Gov.  farmer:  I  paid  49  cents  per  bushel  and  I 
got  5  bushels;  I  am  the  man  that  bought  the  seed  potatoes  from  Gov.  farmer, 
Mr.  Henry  Sharatt. 

I,  Willie  Martin,  have  the  same  report,  bought  seed  turnips  from  the  Gov. 
farmer. 

I,  Charley  Oshago,  would  like  to  as  you  gent,  in  regard  about  the  right  of  way 
that  runing  throw  my  lot  men  I  got  any  selement  and  I  have  also  turn  this 
matter  to  our  Indian  agent.  This  lotment  of  our  was  50  feet  was  taken  of  80 
acres. 

The  chiefs  and  headmen  signed  a  document  giving  the  catholic  mission  10 
acres,  the  rest  was  for  different  religions,  no  other  church  being  build  the  Indians 
use  for  village  purpose. 

We  Indians  later  were  misrepresented  before  the  Indian  department.  A  deed 
been  issued  to  the  Catholic  mission  of  the  all  following  lots  without  the  knowl- 
edge we  Indians.  We  have  Indian  village  on  the  tract  which  not  contracted  to 
the  Catholic  mission.  We  Indian  claim  this  these  lots  as  long  as  the  other  church 
were  not  build  on  it.  We  further  think  that  10  acres  donated  was  a  big  sum  for 
people  that  got  much  and  we  wish  this  be  look  at.     Lac  Courte  Oriellis  Band. 

The  thimber  that  lodge  off  the  Catolic  mission:  We  as  the  tribe  heard  that 
was  in  the  neabor  hud  the  of  2  thousand  dollars  or  more  was  taken  of  this  Catolic 
mission  and  this  money  was  turn  over  to  the  our  Indian  agent  at  this  time  when 
our  Indian  agant  headquarters  at  Ashland,  Wis. 

The  money  was  turned  to  Wm.  A.  Light  from  the  Indian  agent  from  Indian 
agent  was  in  Ashland,  Wis. 

The  tribe  funds  on  the  Flouige  at  Post  as  band  would  like  to  know  about  the 
money  that  was  turn  over  to  our  Indian  agent  at  Hayward  Indian  school  that  the 
Indian  agent  expended  708.34  the  1928.  This  tribel  funds  were  drawn  out  the 
funds  without  any  authority  from  the  tribe  funds  as  tribe  of  Lac  Courte  Oreille 
Indians. 

Peter  Wolfe. 

statement  of  peter  wolf 

I,  Peter  Wolf,  an  allottee  of  the  Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Indian  Reservation,  and 
one  of  the  heirs  in  the  estate  of  Ake  win  zie,  who  was  allotted  the  lots  4  and  5, 
section  5,  and  lot  2,  section  6,  township  39,  north  of  range  8,  west  of  the  fourth 
principal  meridian. 

I  am  informed  that  the  above-described  allotment  was  sold  by  only  one  of  the 
heirs;  that  the  other  heirs  had  no  knowledge  or  did  they  receive  any  of  the  pro- 
ceeds from  the  sale  of  this  land.  The  following  were  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
the  above  allottee:  George  Sheff,  who  sold  the  above-described  land;  Sophia 
Corbine;  Mrs.  Alex  Corbine;  Om  bana  kwe  do  kwe;  Mis  ko  be  ne  se  kwe.  All  of 
these  heirs  now  deceased  have  issue  living,  and  these  children  would  like  to  receive 
their  share  in  the  above-described  estate. 

The  heirs  claim  that  George  Sheff  had  no  right  to  sell  all  of  this  estate,  as  there 
were  other  heirs  living  who  also  would  be  entitled  to  a  division;  further  that  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  heirs  there  was  no  hearing  held  to  determine  the  heirs;  at 
least  the  rest  of  the  heirs  had  not  been  notified. 

I  have  tried  several  times  to  get  this  matter  straightened  out  and  would  ask 
that  this  matter  be  taken  up  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  heirs  now  living 
could  get  their  share  of  this  estate  to  which  they  claim  they  are  entitled  to. 

Peter  Wolf. 


Reserve,  Wis.,  July  9,  1929. 

To  the  Honorable  Members  of  the  Senatorial  Commission  for  the  Invest  iqitlion  of  Con- 
ditions and  Needs  of  the  Present-Day  Indian  Tribes. 
Dear  Gents:  It  may  not  be  considered  out  of  place  that  I  explain  that  I  am 

the  only  living  member  of  the  family  of  Chief  Na  na  on  gabe,  who  signed  the 

treaty  with  your  Government  in  the  year  of  1854. 
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SEE    TREATY    CONDITIONS 

At  this  treaty  certain  lands  were  set  aside  as  a  peimanent  home  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  different  bands  represented  by  the  different  chiefs  who  signed  this 
treaty,  of  which  there  were  six  or  seven. 

The  remnant  and  offspring  of  these  six  or  seven  bands  make  up  the  present-day 
tribe,  known  as  the  Lac  Courte  O'Reille  Tril^e  of  Ojibwa  Indians. 

Now  that  I  have  explained  under  what  right  I  speak,  I  will  not  proceed  to  out- 
line to  you  the  claims  this  tribe  wish  to  lay  before  you,  and  here  I  wish  to  express 
the  hope  that  we  have  your  earnest  consideration. 

On  the  following  pages  see  claims  and  petition  of  the  Lac  Courte  O'Reille  Tribe 
of  Ojibwa  Indians. 

Maggie  Conger. 

Lac  Courte  O'Reille  Indian  claims  shortage  of  payments  according  to  treaty 
agreements,  and  in  what  seems  like  a  big  land  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  agent 
who  arranged  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  establishing  the  Lac  Courte  O'Reille 
Reservation. 

The  Indians  signed  for  a  tract  of  land  described  by  the  Indians  and  the  Govern- 
ment made  an  actual  survey  of  these  lands  and  the  Indians  were  led  to  believe 
that  he  was  signing  for  these  lands,  but  instead  of  this  tract  of  land  the  treaty 
described  certain  numbers  of  acres. 

After  marking  out  very  plainly  this  tract  of  land,  and  taking  the  Indians  out 
and  showing  them  this  land,  and  indicating  to  them  that  this  was  their  reserva- 
tion, then  later  and  without  further  understanding  with  the  Indians  reduced 
the  reservation  to  a  certain  number  of  acres. 

The  Indian  had  no  way  of  knowing  about  acres  but  he  did  know  about  metes 
and  bounds  as  marked  by  the  Government  surveyors,  so  in  this  case  we  feel 
justified  in  saying  that  the  Government,  through  this  misrepresentation  by  its 
agents,  defrauded  the  Indians  of  a  large  tract  of  land. 

Further,  in  connection  with  this  land  question,  after  the  reservation  was 
estabHshed  it  was  finally  decided  to  issue  the  lands  out  in  allotments  of  80  acres 
to  each  Indian.  We  have  I  think  as  many  as  100  Indians  who  have  never 
received  any  lands. 

It  is  the  wish  of  every  member  of  this  tribe  who  has  the  real  interest  of  the 
Indians  as  a  whole  at  heart  that  the  Government  now  take  some  action  to  give 
such  Indians  who  have  never  received  any  benefit  from  this  treaty  promise 
80  acres  of  land  or  the  equivalent  either  in  money  or  other  benefits. 

Further,  in  regard  to  lands,  about  30  or  more  years  since  in  the  course  of  logging 
operations  by  different  logging  companies  on  this  reservation  at  that  time  it  was 
found  that  the  loggers  had  cut  timber  beyond  their  limits.  The  matter  was 
taken  up  with  the  Government  agent  in  charge  of  the  reservation  at  that  time, 
whose  name  was  Cambel,  if  I  remember  right;  he  was  referred  to  as  Major  Cambel. 

However,  while  the  agent  was  busy  securing  permission  from  the  Indian  Office 
in  Washington  allowing  the  lumber  companies  to  take  the  timbers  so  cut,  part 
of  which  was  on  unallotted  lands,  in  the  meantime  the  logging  companies  turned 
all  of  their  forces  to  cutting  down  timber,  and  so  much  timber  was  felled  that 
they  were  unable  to  haul  aU  of  it  to  the  landing  that  winter,  and  many  thousand 
logs  were  burned  up  the  next  summer  by  forest  fires. 

Further,  in  the  meantime  the  Indians  got  busy  and  filed  on  these  unalloted 
lands  with  the  understanding  that  any  Indian  entitled  to  lands  on  this  reserva- 
tion and  who  should  receive  a  patent  for  the  same  would  be  entitled  to  any 
money  for  timbei  taken  from  said  lands. 

Later  an  officer,  a  special  inspector,  was  sent  to  this  reservation  to  get  first- 
hand information  concerning  this  matter.  In  the  council  before  this  inspector 
the  Indians  again  asked  that  the  money  for  timber  from  these  lands  be  paid 
the  Indians  receiving  patents  for  the  same  and  this  time  the  request  was  made 
in  writing  and  delivered  to  the  inspector  mentioned.  Here  I  am  taking  it  on 
myself  to  say  that  I  am  the  man  who  made  out  that  petition,  at  the  request  of 
the  tribe.  In  making  out  this  petition  at  a  round-table  meeting  I  had  the  advice 
and  help  of  at  least  10  good  men. 

Note. — If  requested  to  do  so,  I  will  attempt  to  verify  this  statement  at  your 
meeting. 

Further,  in  this  connection  the  next  day,  after  the  delivery  of  this  petition,  some 
members  from  the  original  Lac  Courte  O'Reille  Tribe  called  upon  the  inspector 
and  asked  for  permission  to  see  this  petition.  The  inspector  handed  the  paper 
to  the  Indian  and  he  walked  out  and  on  to  the  road  and  tore  the  petition  in 
pieces  and  threw  the  same  on  the  ground.     The  inspector  was  very  much  vexed 
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on  account  of  this  act  and  walked  over  and  picked  up  the  pieces  of  paper  and 
told  the  Indians  that  it  was  a  very  good  and  just  request  and  that  he  would 
take  the  pieces  to  Washington  just  the  same  and  if  there  had  been  a  jail  near 
that  he  would  have  this  man  put  in  jail. 

In  all  these  years  these  same  Indians  have  tried  to  get  the  different  agents 
who  have  come  here  to  recommend  the  payment  of  this  money  to  the  tribe  but 
this  request  has  always  and  is  still  objected  to  by  the  member  of  the  Na  Na 
Ongabe  members  of  this  reservation. 

And  here  this  band,  backed  by  personal  signatures  if  necessary,  respectfully 
ask  that  you  recommend  that  this  money  be  paid  over  to  the  members  to  whom 
patents  were  issued  for  these  lands  and  in  this  way  remove  any  further  tempta- 
tion for  any  dishonest  Indians  to  try  to  rob  fellow  members  of  their  rights. 

I  am  sorry  now  that  I  am  unable  to  furnish  names  and  to  give  dates  but  I 
can  only  oflFer  the  excuse  that  we  had  no  idea  that  the  case  would  come  to  such 
a  long-drawn-out  struggle  between  right  and  wrong  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  am  afraid  that  is  just  the  way  you  will  find  every  question  that  comes  up  in 
an  effort  to  bring  about  an  honest  settlement  of  all  Indian  claims;  there  will  be 
the  dishonest  against  the  honest. 

In  bringing  the  cases  above  mentioned  in  the  manner  requested  will  have  the 
effect  of  disposing  of  a  great  deal  of  the  Indians'  imaginary  troubles  on  account 
of  timber  trespasses. 

In  the  matter  of  the  sale  of  all  the  pine  timber  on  the  reservation  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  original  band  of  Lac  Courte  O'Reille  Indians  and  the  post  band  no  other 
of  the  different  band  had  any  part  in  this  attempt  to  steal.  In  this  case  many 
Indians  yet  think  that  it  was  in  some  wa}^  a  deal  by  Government  regulation 
that  in  some  way  for  some  reason  failed.  The  Indians  should  be  enlightened 
in  regard  to  this  case. 

I  am  correctly  informed  concerning  this  attempt  to  rob  the  Indians  of  a  large 
tract  of  timber  but  the  sale  price  was  $80,000  for  all  of  the  pine  on  the  reserva- 
tion. 

The  Indians  have  been,  I  think,  for  many  years  laboring  under  the  wrong 
impression  concerning  this  case  as  they  seem  to  hold  the  Government  in  some 
way  accountable  for  the  loss  of  this  $80,000  timber  sale. 

The  recommendations  made  above,  favorably  acted  upon  by  the  Government, 
would  dispose  of  two  imaginary  trespass  claims.  Favorable  action  will  hasten 
peace  and  quiet  on  all  the  Ojibway  Reservations  in  Wisconsin, 

ABOUT    INDIAN    RIGHT    TO    HUNT    AND    FISH 

I  have  never  known  of  a  case  where  the  actual  owners  of  wild  lands  had  for- 
bidden Indians  hunting  on  uninclosed  lands.  This  tribe  has  never  forbidden 
whites  from  hunting  or  fishing  on  reservation  lands  or  waters,  and  he  considers 
that  fair  exchange  is  no  robbery. 

Can  you  recommend  that  the  Indians  be  allowed  at  any  and  all  times  to  take 
for  his  own  use  any  of  the  fish  classed  as  rough  fish.     This  would  help  some. 

For  the  betterment  of  home  conditions  and  home  life  special  effort  should  be 
made  to  bring  the  Indian  to  proper  understanding  that  his  own  future  home, 
contentment,  and  happiness  depends  to  a  great  extent  upon  his  own  efforts 
and  wishes. 

Far  more  and  quicker  help  in  the  case  of  sick  and  needy  Indians  should  be 
provided  for.  We  ask  that  the  agent  in  charge  of  the  reservation  be  provided 
with  funds  for  urgent  needs  in  amount  of  not  less  than  $3,000  to  be  at  all  times 
used  when  needed  to  give  relief  in  cases  of  urgent  need.  Were  it  necessary  to 
write  to  Washington  in  many  cases  the  sick  would  be  dead  before  help  could 
be  provided. 

Some  provision  should  be  made  for  the  care  of  old  and  helpless  where  their 
home  conditions  are  unfavorable  for  the  proper  care  of  a  helpless  person.  In 
trying  to  help  an  old  person  in  his  home  it  can  hardly  be  done  without  the  kind- 
ness being  imposed  upon. 

In  cooperation  with  the  different  towns  having  jurisdiction  over  the  different 
districts  of  the  reservation  should  be  asked  to  make  arrangements  for  the  bootleg 
business  to  be  looked  after  and  kept  out  of  the  reservation;  this  is  a  real  need. 
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REQUESTS    FOR    FURTHER    CONSIDERATION    AND    TIME    AND   THE    REASON   THEREFOR 

Two  years  since  I  took  this  matter  up  with  the  Indian  Office  in  Washington 
with  the  view  of  preparing  information  for  this  investigation,  but  the  Indian 
Office  oflFered  no  encouragement,  in  fact  said  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time. 

So  now  you  have  found  us  unprepared,  but  as  it  is  we  shall  try  to  help  in 
every  way  that  we  can,  hence  my  request  for  further  consideration  and  more 
time.  It  is  my  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  head  of  the  different 
tribes  affected  by  the  treaty  with  the  Mississippi  River  and  Lake  Superior  tribes 
in  order  that  they  come  to  one  understanding  in  regard  to  a  settlement  of  the 
Wisconsin  Ojibwa  Indian  claims. 

As  it  is  found  that  there  is  a  difference  in  the  number  of  back  payments  claimed 
by  some  of  the  different  tribes  concerned. 

If  through  your  good  office  you  would  present  our  request  for  authority  to 
council  with  the  other  tribes  concerned  where  the  object  will  be  to  bring  the 
Indian  down  to  a  common  understanding  in  order  to  help  the  Indian  Office  in 
its  wishes  to  show  all  the  tribes  concerned  just  how  matters  stand  at  this  time 
between  the  Indian  tribes  and  the  United  States  Government  and  in  this  I 
wish  you  to  believe  that  I  will  give  my  earnest  cooperation  and  that  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Nanaangaba  Band. 

HERE  I  WISH  TO  REFER  BACK  TO  THE  TREATY  OF  1854 

♦ 

At  the  close  of  this  treaty  mention  was  made  of  a  tribe  from  the  Net  Lake 
Minnesota  district  who  were  present  but  who  had  no  part  in  the  business  enacted 
there.  It  was  agreed  by  the  Wisconsin  tribes  that  from  the  proceeds  of  this 
treaty  that  $20,000  should  be  loaned  to  the  Net  Lakers  and  that  they  should 
pay  back  this  money  from  the  first  money  that  w^ould  become  due  them. 

We  wish  the  Indian  Office  to  arrange  for  the  payment  by  the  Net  Lake  Tribe 
of  this  loan  along  w^th  other  matters  that  your  committee  will  handle.  Please 
recommend  action  looking  to  the  return  of  this  loan  as  it  was  strictly  a  good-wall 
loan. 


Denies  Indian  School  Children  are  Ill-Treated — Mrs.   J.   Mosher,  of 
Federated  Women's  Clubs,  Issues  Statement  to  Contrary 

There  have  been  many  statements  in  recent  magazines  and  newspapers  it  is 
claimed,  regarding  the  alleged  conditions  in  Government  Indian  schools  to  the 
effect  that  Indian  children  are  not  perperly  fed  or  housed,  are  cruelly  treated, 
and  lack  proper  medical  treatment,  according  to  Mrs.  J.  Mosher,  Tomah,  in 
charge  of  the  Indian  welfare  branch  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation  of  Women's 
clubs. 

issues  statement 

Mrs.  Mosher's  statement  to  the  contrary  follows: 

"I  wish  to  state  through  the  columns  of  the  Tribune  that  I  have  communica- 
tions from  persons,  well  qualified  to  know  the  true  conditions  existing  at  these 
schools,  which  strongly  refute  such  accusations. 

"I  am  personally  familiar  with  conditions  at  the  Tomah  Government  Indian 
School,  and  I  wish  to  state  that  these  charges  do  not  apply  to  this  school. 

'*0n  December  6,  1928,  I  spent  a  day  at  this  school,  with  the  employees 
having  no  knowledge  of  my  coming.  I  visited  classrooms;  library,  all  dormi- 
tories, domestic  science  rooms,  bakery,  kitchen,  dining  room,  dairy,  and  hos- 
pital— finding  aU  clean  and  orderly. 

"I  was  particularly  interested  in  the  preparation  and  serving  of  the  noon-day 
meal,  done  by  girls  under  the  supervision  of  employees. 

''The  food  for  that  day  consisted  of  creamed  potatoes,  wieners,  buttered 
beets,  bread,  and  milk.  The  underweights  w^ere  placed  at  separate  tables  and 
received  a  special  diet.  Larger  pupils  assisted  in  serving  the  smaller  ones. 
Plenty  of  time  was  given  to  the  meal  and  all  left  seemingly  satisfied. 

"In  the  library  were  found  the  best  periodicals  and  the  needed  textbooks 
were  furnished  the  pupils. 

''The  teachers  seemed  well  qualified  and  showed  a  keen  interest  in  their  work. 


2096      SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 

DORMITORY    ADDITION 

"The  girls'  dormitory  was  overcrowded,  but  the  completion  of  an  addition, 
then  under  construction,  has  relieved  that  condition. 

''The  hospital  containing  eight  rooms  is  very  inadequate.  The  health  of  these 
36  children  is  under  the  supervision  of  a  nurse  and  contract  doctor. 

"The  farm  of  360  acres  of  land  maintains  a  thriving  herd  of  Holstein  cattle. 

"The  auditor  then  in  charge,  B.  Courtright  and  his  assistants,  extended  to 
me  every  courtesy.  In  a  recent  visit  I  met  the  present  superintendent,  W.  F. 
Dickens,  who  has  been  in  the  Indian  Service  many  years  and  is  well  informed 
upon  all  matters  pertaining  to  Indian  problems. 

"The  national  economy  program  and  the  failure  of  the  general  public  to 
appreciate  the  needs  of  the  Indian  Service  and  insist  upon  adequate  appropria- 
tions for  its  support  are  the  main  causes  for  the  imperfections  in  the  Indian 
Bureaus'  administration." 


July  12,  1929. 
I,  Lucy  White  Cloud  Dicira,  the  undersigned,  make  this  statement  in  regard 
to  conversation  with  Fannie  Gilbert: 

"She  came  out  to  hospital  sick  and  went  away  of  her  own  accord  and  then 
came  back  and  was  taken  care  of  and  was  satisfied.  She  told  me  to  tell  the  doctor 
in  case  anything  happened  not  to  tell  the  Indians  for  they  had  not  visited  her 
while  sick  in  hospital  and  she  did  not  want  them  to  come  around  after  she  was 
dead. 

Lucy  (her  thumb  mark)  Dicira. 
Witnesses: 

Florence  Grant. 
Lydia  Lamere. 
Joe  Lamere,  Jr. 
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FRIDAY,  JULY  12,   1929 

United  States  Senate, 
Subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

High  School  Auditorium,  Winnebago,  Nebr. 
The  subcommittee  met,  pursuant  to  call,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  in  the 
High  School  Auditorium,  Winnebago,  Nebr. 

Present:  Senator  Lynn  J.  Frazier  (chairman),  Senator  Burton  K. 
Wheeler. 

Present  also:  C.  A.  Sorensen,  Attorney  General  of  Nebraska,  and 
Nelson  A.  Mason,  clerk  of  the  committee. 
The  subcommittee  proceeded  under  the  following  Senate  resolution: 

Whereas  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  has  completed  its  preUminary  inves- 
tigation pursuant  to  S.  Res.  79,  Seventieth  Congress,  agreed  to  February  1,  1928, 
providing  for  a  general  survey  of  the  conditions  of  the  Indians  in  the  United 
States;  and 

Whereas  in  order  to  properly  complete  this  investigation  and  make  a  report  it 
will  be  necessary  to  hold  hearings  in  certain  States  and  to  take  the  testimony  of  a 
considerable  number  of  witnesses  whose  testimony  is  material  to  a  proper  under- 
standing of  the  situation  in  those  States;  and 

Whereas  since  the  commencement  of  the  investigation  pursuant  to  such  reso- 
lution there  has  been  a  change  in  the  administration  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs;  and 

Whereas  the  funds  available  for  expenditure  by  the  committee  are  insufficient 
to  enable  it  to  properly  complete  such  investigation  and  make  a  report  thereon: 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  enable  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  complete 
its  investigation  and  make  its  report  pursuant  to  S.  Res.  79,  Seventieth  Congress, 
agreed  to  February  1,  1928,  providing  for  a  general  survey  of  the  conditions  of 
Indians  in  the  United  States,  the  committee  is  hereby  authorized  to  expend  from 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  the  sum  of  $15,000. 

Senator  Fkazier.  The  hearing  will  now  come  to  order.  In  opening 
I  might  say  that  this  committee  is  a  subcommittee  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  of  the  United  States  Senate,  authorized  by  Senate 
resolution  to  investigate  conditions  among  the  Indians.  We  are 
holding  investigations  on  various  reservations  throughout  the  country 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  actual  conditions  existing  on  each 
reservation.  We  are  here  to  get  the  facts  and  we  want  you  to  feel 
free  in  giving  us  your  testimony  so  that  when  we  get  back  to  Washing- 
ton we  will  be  in  position  to  make  such  recommendations  as  will  be 
of  benefit  to  the  Indian  in  general.  We  don't  want  you  to  feel  afraid 
to  give  us  the  truth  of  the  situation  here,  and  as  our  time  is  short  we 
would  appreciate  it  if  in  making  your  statements  you  would  make 
them  as  brief  as  possible,  so  that  as  many  as  possible  may  be  heard. 
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C.  M.  Ziebach,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  and  official  position? — A.  Superintendent  of  the 
Omaha  and  Winnebago  Reservations. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  here? — A.  Since  March,  1928. 

Q.  How  long  in  the  Indian  Service? — A.  Thirty-six  years. 

Q.  Where  were  you  located  before  coming  here? — A.  In  Montana, 
South  Dakota,  at  the  Rosebud,  and  Fort  Totten  in  North  Dakota. 

Q.  About  how  many  Indians  have  you  on  this  agency? — A.  About 
2,700. 

Q.  How  many  patent  in  fee  or  trust  patent? — A.  There  are  351 
Omahas  and  51  Winnebagos  fee  patent. 

Q.  What  is  the  conditions  here  as  to  the  Indians  in  general? — 
A.  Not  very  good;  we  have  considerable  T.  B.  and  venereal  disease 
here. 

Q.  Have  you  a  full  time  physician? — A.  Yes;  we  have  a  new  one 
right  now.  He  has  only  been  here  about  three  months ;  he  is  a  Filipino 
by  the  name  of  Fredor. 

Q.  Is  he  familiar  with  conditions? — A.  Yes;  very  much.  He  has 
done  very  good  work  here. 

Q.  You  can  probably  have  him  appear  before  the  committee  later 
on? — A.  Yes;  I  would  be  very  glad  to. 

Q.  What  about  the  financial  conditions  of  the  Indians  here? — A.  On 
June  30  we  had  about  $256,883.51,  individual  Indian  money. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  This  $256,883.51  of  individual  Indian  money  does  that  belong 
to  the  Indians  who  have  received  patent  in  fee? — A.  A  small  part  of  it 
does.  We  are  endeavoring  to  get  that  money  out  among  the  Indians 
as  fast  as  possible.  Where  an  Indian  has  funds  to  his  credit  I  am 
endeavoring  to  get  the  money  out  to  him  as  fast  as  possible. 

Q.  These  fees  patent  Indians  have  certificates  of  competency? — 
A.  Yes,  they  have;  that  has  extended  over  a  number  of  years  however. 
I  don't  think  over  one  or  two  have  received  their  simple  patent  since 
I  have  been  here. 

Q.  Have  you  any  tribal  funds? — A.  Tribal  funds:  I  could  not  tell 
you.  Yes,  we  have — we  get  about  $2,500  to  $3,000  between  the  two 
reservations  here.  That  is  in  Washington;  we  deposit  it  as  soon  as 
we  get  it.  If  I  remember  correctly  the  statement  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  the  Omahas  had  between  four  and  five  thousand  dollars  to 
their  credit,  I  don't  remember  what  the  Winnebagoes  was. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  health  conditions  here  being  very  bad;  have 
you  a  hospital  here? — A.  Yes;  we  have  a  60-bed  hospital. 

Q.  Is  that  large  enough  to  care  of  your  needs? — A.  In  one  way, 
yes;  and  in  another  way,  no.  We  have  to  take  care  of  tubercular 
cases  a  portion  of  the  time.  If  we  did  not  have  to  take  care  of  the 
tubercular  cases,  I  believe  we  would  have  enough  room. 

Q.  What  do  you  do  with  tubercular  cases  here? — A.  They  take 
them  at  Kearney,  Nebr.  Their  space  there  is  of  couree  limited ;  it  is 
a  State  institution.  We  had  a  little  fund  here.  Congress  appropri- 
ated $10,500  for  a  tubercular  addition  and  the  purchase  of  an  X-ray 
machine  for  the  hospital;  that  was  for  last  year. 
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Q.  What  percentage  of  the  Indians  are  tubercular? — A.  I  don't 
believe  I  could  answer  that,  Senator. 

Q.  Have  you  had  a  venereal  clinic  here  at  all? — A.  Yes,  sir;  right 
along. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  venereal? — A.  I  could  not  give  you  figures 
on  that  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

Q.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  great  many  Indian  reservations  have  no 
system;  you  don't  know  what  you  have  got  and  what  you  have  not 
got.  Why  is  it  that  you  can't  tell  the  committee  what  percentage  of 
your  Indians  are  tubercular? — A.  I  don't  believe  there  has  ever  been 
an  exact  survey  made  of  them. 

Q.  Why  not?— A.  It  has  been  neglected. 

Q.  Why  has  it  been  neglected? — A.  Well,  one  reason  is  that  we 
sometimes  don't  get  the  cooperation  we  should.  We  sometimes  send 
out  to  have  certain  Indians  brought  in  and  we  don't  get  the  results 
we  ought  to  have. 

Q.  When  you  don't  get  the  results  you  ought  to  have,  why  is  it 
you  don't  discharge  the  employee  or  get  rid  of  him? — A.  That  should 
be  done. 

Q.  On  everyone  of  these  reservation  there  should  be  a  record  of 
every  Indian  affected  with  T.  B.  I  appreciate  it  is  a  little  more 
difficult  to  get  an  accurate  check  on  those  afflicted  with  venereal, 
but  you  certainly  ought  to  have  a  complete  list  showing  all  the  T.  B. 
on  your  reservation;  not  only  on  this  reservation  but  all  the  reserva- 
tions.— A.  Yes;  I  think  so,  too. 

Q.  You  said  you  had  a  60-bed  hospital  and  a  full-time  doctor 
here? — A.  Yes;  we  have  a  doctor  at  the  hospital  all  the  time.  Doctor 
Moore ;  he  is  away  at  present  in  Wyoming. 

Q.  Do  you  find  that  your  doctors  give  the  same  careful  attention 
to  patients  that  private  doctors  do  when  called  in? — A.  I  don't  say 
that  we  do,  not  in  all  instances.  I  found  some  instances  where  they 
did  and  others  where  they  did  not. 

Q.  It  has  been  brought  to  the  committee's  attention  that  these 
physicians  on  reservations  don't  take  the  interest  in  wards  of  the 
Government  that  they  should  take? — A.  Some  do  and  some  don't. 
I  have  had  very  good  conscientious  doctors. 

Q.  How  about  the  Filipino  you  have  now? — A.  He  is  a  very  good 
man  and  very  much  interested  in  his  work. 

Q.  What  do  you  pay  him? — A.  He  gets  a  salary  of  $2,700. 

Q.  Senator  Frazier  asked  you  how  much  tribal  funds  you  had. 
Haven't  you  been  instructed  to  post  a  list  showing  the  tribal  funds? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  Last  year  we  did.  We  post  them  four  times  a  year  now. 
My  understanding  is  that  the  department  requested  that  this  be  done 
because  of  the  Indian  committee  investigation ;  that  was  only  recently. 

Q.  Have  you  requested  your  suboJSices  to  post  a  list  in  their  office 
of  the  amount  of  tribal  funds  on  hand? — A.  I  don't  think  I  received 
an  order  to  that  effect;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  this:  What  are  the  conditions  on  your  reserva- 
tion with  reference  to  the  hquor  traffic? — A.  Not  very  bad. 

Q.  I  have  been  informed  that  this  community  is  probably  the  worst 
community  in  the  State  with  reference  to  the  liquor  traffic? — A.  We 
have  ^ur  share  of  it;  that's  true. 
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Q.  What  effort  is  being  made  on  this  reservation  to  suppress  the 
liquor  traffic? — A.  I  have  taken  the  matter  up  with  the  department 
at  Washington  and  tried  to  get  special  officers  sent  out,  but  have 
never  received  any  yet. 

Q.  'When  did  you  ask  for  them? — A.  Within  the  last  year. 

Q.  I  know  when  I  was  district  attorney  years  ago  we  never  had  any 
trouble  getting  special  officers  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  among  the 
Indians  on  these  reservations? — A.  We  have  not  had  heretofore  whea 
we  called  for  them. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  Indians  on  your  reservation  are  syph- 
ilitic?— A.  The  last  report  to  me  was  that  there  were  84  per  cent. 

Q.  Eighty-four  per  cent  of  the  Indians  on  this  reservation  are 
syphilitic? — A.  Yes;  that  is  what  the  doctors  reported  to  me. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  not  held  any  V.  D.  clinics  here  at  all? — A.  Yes; 
we  hold  them  right  along,  twice  a  week. 

Q.  Give  them  Wassermann  tests,  do  you? — A.  Yes;  I  have  a  list 
right  here. 

By  Senator  Frazier  : 
Q.  How  many  Wassermanns  have  been  given  since  you  have  been 
here? — A.  I  can't  give  you  the  number  right  now;  I  could  probably 
get  a  record  of  them  for  you. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  We  don't  care  so  much  about  that? — A.  These  lists  I  have  here 
are  July,  1928,  and  July,  1924,  These  are  furnished  me  by  the 
physician  for  my  own  information.  We  are  holding  a  clinic  twice  a 
week  on  Monday  and  next  at  the  subagency,  the  Omaha  Reservation 
on  Friday  afternoon. 

Q.  Who  is  your  United  States  district  attorney  here? — A.  Kaiser,  at 
Omaha. 

Q.  What  kind  of  cooperation  do  you  get  from  the  United  States 
district  attorney's  office  in  suppressing  the  liquor  traffic  on  this 
reservation? — A.  He  certainly  has  been  very  fair,  but  we  have  not 
operated  through  his  office. 

Q.  How  do  you  operate  here? — A.  Through  the  prohibition  depart- 
ment. 

Q.  What  kind  of  cooperation  have  you  received  from  the  Prohi- 
bition Department? — A.  He  detailed  men  here  on  four  or  five  occa- 
sions since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  How  many  arrests  have  been  made  by  the  Prohibition  Depart- 
ment since  you  have  been  here — March  1,  I  believe  you  said? — • 
A.  I  have  that  information  at  the  agency;  I  should  judge  approxi- 
mately 20. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  outcome  of  those  cases? — A.  Well,  there 
has  been  no  outcome  to  them;  they  have  been  laying  dormant  in  the 
office  there. 

Q.  If  they  have  been  lying  dormant  in  the  office  at  Omaha  ever 
since  then,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  you  had  not  received  cooperation 
from  somebody? — A.  I  understand  they  have  a  great  many  cases 
there,  a  good  many  prior  to  my  time  here. 

Q.  The  law  is  still  on  the  statuate  books  making  it  a  crime  to  give 
liquor  to  an  Indian  or  to  sell  it  to  him  or  transport  it  on  the  reserva- 
tion, and  the  minimum  penalty  is  60  days  in  jail  and  $100  fine?^ 
A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Has  that  been  enforced  recently  in  this  State  by  the  United 
States  district  attorney? — A.  Yes;   I  think  in  quite  a  few  cases. 

Q.  You  feel,  don't  you,  that  liquor  has  a  worse  effect  on  the  Indian 
than  the  white? — A.  Yes;  it  has. 

Q.  A  more  demoralizing  effect? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  wonder  if  the  people  of  this  community  realize  that  when 
they  permit  the  bootleggers  to  debauch  the  Indians  that  they  even- 
tually \^dll  have  to  take  care  of  them  and  the  burden  will  be  upon 
the  community? — ^A.  They  have  been  told. 

Q.  Well,  if  it  is  allowed  to  continue,  they  vrill  all  eventually  become 
charges  on  the  people  of  this  community? — A.  Yes;  I  agree  with  you. 
The  matter  was  taken  up  on  two  different  occasions  before  the  Com- 
mercial Club  and  they  were  told  at  that  time  that  the  time  would 
come  when  the  Government  would  turn  the  Indians  over  to  them, 
and  they  were  asked  whether  they  wanted  a  good,  clean  bunch  of 
fellow  citizens  or  if  they  wanted  a  bunch  of  people  w^ho  would  be  a 
burden  to  the  community. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  Indian  children  go  to  school? — A^ 
Practically  all  of  school  age;  I  watch  that  veiy  close. 

Q.  What  kind  of  school  facilities  have  you  here? — A.  Excellent 
facihties,  and  they  are  doing  good  work.  There  is  a  Dutch  Reform 
mission  school;  they  are  doing  very  fine  work. 

Q.  How  many  children  go  to  that  school? — A.  About  80. 

Q.  What  do  you  pay  them? — A.  Nothing;  the  Government  does 
not  pay  them  anything. 

Q.  You  are  the  only  mission  school  I  have  heard  of  that  does  not 
get  something? — A.  No;  I  don't  believe  that  is  unusual.  I  talked 
that  over  \nth  Mr.  Waltmueller,  in  charge  of  the  Dutch  Reform 
mission  school,  and  also  wdth  Catholic  missions  at  other  places  I 
have  been,  and  they  were  not  recei^dng  any  money;  when  they  do  I 
understand  it  comes  from  tribal  funds.  As  I  understand  it,  if  two- 
thirds  of  the  Indians  sign  a  petition,  this  money  comes  out  of  the  tribal 
fund.  I  talked  the  matter  over  with  Reverend  Waltmueller,  and  I 
believe  he  is  entitled  to  something. 

Q.  Do  they  all  attend  this  school  here? — A.  Practically  all,  and 
some  at  Genoa;  and  we  have  a  high  school  here  on  the  reservation. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  your  Indians  are  unable  to  support  them- 
selves?— A.  I  would  say  75  per  cent. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  that  is  due  to? — A.  It  is  due  to  lack  of 
proper  education  and  some  of  them  don't  work. 

Q.  Won't  work,  you  mean? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  these  people  should  realize  that  work  is  one  of  the  most 
essential  things  we  have  to  do? — A.  I  would  not  say  that  some  of 
them  won't  work  if  they  could  get  it,  but  there  is  no  work  to  be  had; 
very  little  at  least  that  they  can  get  to  do. 

Q.  Is  not  that  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the  fact  that  when  you 
turn  these  Indians  out  of  school  they  are  not  fitted  to  go  into  any^ 
vocation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  consequently  they  are  not  able  to  compete  with  youn^ 
white  folks?— A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  Do  they  get  any  vocational  training  at  all  in  any  of  these 
schools  on  the  reservation? — A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  this :  What  do  you  think  of  the  poHcy  of  the 
Government  entering  upon  a  vocational-training  program  in  the 
schools  and  teach  the  Indians  mechanics,  and  so  forth? — A.  I  have 
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advocated  that  for  years,  but  nothing  ever  came  of  it.  I  have  ad- 
vocated that  for  years  in  conferences  we  have  had,  and  I  beheve  it 
was  adopted  in  every  one  of  them,  but  never  got  any  results  from  it. 
A  fe^^  years  ago  when  I  was  in  North  Dakota  I  wrote  to  Henry  Ford 
and  he  took  some  of  these  Indian  boys  to  Detroit;  he  took  them  into 
the  main  factory  and  they  graduated  there  and  made  good.  The 
war  broke  out  and  some  of  them  came  back  and  others  did  not.  At 
the  Rosebud  I  had  6,000  Indians  and  no  work  for  them  out  there; 
the  same  is  true  of  the  Fort  Totten,  though  on  a  smaller  scale.  I 
made  a  trip  to  Fort  Meade,  a  military  fort,  and  had  a  talk  with  the 
commanding  officer.  A  good  many  of  the  Indians  boy  had  gone 
there  and  were  enlisted  in  the  army;  I  talked  with  several  of  the  officers 
and  several  of  the  boys.  There  were  I  believe  76  Indian  boys  off  of 
the  Rosebud  Reservation,  and  I  believe  with  the  exception  of  8  or 
10,  those  boys  that  stayed  all  made  good. 

Q.  Out  of  the  number  of  Indians  who  have  received  their  certifi- 
cates of  competency,  how  many  still  have  their  land? — A.  Not  any 
that  I  know  of.     I  don't  approve  of  them. 

Q.  Out  of  all  the  Indians  on  this  reservation,  how  many  have 
their  land  at  the  present  time  and  are  farming  it? — A.  Not  any 
that  I  know  of.  Some  of  them  are  farming  on  heirship  land,  but 
not  a  great  many  of  them. 

Q.  The  greater  number  of  them,  when  they  get  their  land,  turn 
it  over  to  some  banker  or  merchant? — A.  Anyhow,  it  is  gone. 

Q.  Assuming  that  you  turn  over  the  balance  of  the  lands  to  the 
Indians  that  the  Government  is  holding  title  to — the  tribal  lands, 
I  mean — do  you  think  the  Indians  would  dissipate  it  in  the  same 
way? — A,  Yes;  if  turned  over  in  fee-simple  patent  to  the  Indian. 

Q.  One  of  the  Indians  complained  to  me  this  morning  that  when 
nioney  was  being  paid  to  them  the  sheriff  immediately  took  them 
in  charge  and  took  practically  all  of  it  away  from  them  in  taxes. 
What  do  you  know  about  that? — A.  I  don't  know  of  any  case  of  that 
kind.  I  might  say,  however,  that  the  most  important  thing  we  have 
to  contend  with  here  is  the  tax  situation  among  the  Omahas  and 
on  the  reservation.  We  have  Indians  here  that  know  all  about  the 
tax  situation,  and  they  are  better  qualified  to  give  you  that  information 
than  I  am.     They  have  been  here  for  years  and  have  made  a  study  of  it. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  hospital  building  have  you  here? — A.  Not  very 
good;  it  is  an  abandoned  school  building  converted  into  a  hospital. 
It  is  not  what  I  call  a  hospital  at  all;  it  was  not  built  for  a  hospital. 

Q.  How  many  nurses  have  you? — A.  We  have  four  nurses  there 
and  the  Filipino  doctor;  he  attends  to  the  Indians  and  makes  calls 
on  the  reservation. 

Q.  Have  you  a  field  nurse? — A.  I  just  put  one  on;  she  goes  to  work 
next  week,  the  16th. 

Q.  What  suggestions  do  you  wish  to  make  for  the  betterment  of 
the  Indians? — A.  That  is  a  hard  question,  Senator. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  believe  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  institute  voca- 
tional training;  would  not  that  better  the  condition  of  the  younger 
generation? — A.  Yes,  it  would;  and  an  employment  bureau  to  find 
them  work  or  put  them  in  contact  with  jobs.  Another  thing,  after 
they  left,  these  young  men  and  women,  not  allow  them  to  come 
back  to  the  reservation  to  live.  That  may  seem  kind  of  hard,  but  I 
think  it  is  the  correct  thing  to  do,  and  I  believe  a  lot  of  the  Indians 
will  back  me  up  in  that. 
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Rev.  G.  Waltmueller,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Reverened  Waltmueller? — A.  G.  Waltmueller; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  the  superintendent  of  the  mission  school  here  on  the 
reservation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  children  have  you  in  school? — A.  I  think  the  last 
enrollment  was  92. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  charge  of  the  school? — A.  About 
15  years;  I  have  been  here  about  21  years. 

Q.  The  mission  is  supported  by  what  church? — A.  The  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  of  America. 

Q.  Originally  the  old  Dutch  Reformed  Church? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  ages  of  children  attend  your  school? — A.  From  6  to 
18  about. 

Q.  What  grades  do  you  teach? — A.  We  have  the  last  few  years 
started  a  new  policy.  I  think  it  would  be  a  better  way  to  solve  the 
present  situation.  We  only  teach  right  now  the  young  children  the 
first  four  grades  and  prepare  them  for  the  public  school  commencing 
in  the  fifth  grade  here.  We  moved  our  mission  from  the  agency  to 
town  and  have  continued  on  that  basis. 

Q.  What  about  the  health  of  the  children? — A.  Very  poor;  we 
have  to  watch  them  continually.  These  children  come  to  us  largely 
ill  fed.  The  main  causes  are  malnutrition  and  tubercular  cases. 
The  physician  here  at  the  agency  also  attends  the  children  at  our 
school. 

Q.  What  do  you  do  outside  of  that  to  keep  them  in  good  health, 
to  improve  their  health  other  than  what  is  done  by  the  agency 
doctors  and  nurses? — A.  Of  course  I  have  two  nurses  on  my  own  staff 
at  our  school.  W"e  weigh  the  children  every  month  and  check  up  on 
those  that  are  undernourished  and  give  them  milk,  and  so  forth. 

Q.  How  much  milk  do  they  get  per  day? — A.  Well,  it  depends 
on  the  child;  those  that  need  it  get  it  every  meal. 

Q.  You  have  a  farm  in  connection  with  the  school? — A.  We 
have,  yes;  but  we  rent  it  out  and  get  the  milk  that  way. 
I  Q.  Can  you  tell  me  what  it  costs  per  child  per  month  or  per  day 
I  in  your  school,  the  entire  expense? — A.  Of  course,  you  must  bear  in 
I  mind  that  ours  is  a  benevolent  institution  and  our  workers  are  not 
I  getting  the  salaries  that  other  people  are  getting. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 
Q.  How  do  your  salaries  compare  with  the  Government  boarding 
school  at  Genoa? — A.  Our  salaries  are  much  lower,  because  there  are 
certain  privileges  there. 

Q.  Have  you  any  figures  to  show  about  what  it  costs  to  feed  and 

clothe  the  children? — A.  They  clothe  themselves  unless  very  needy; 

and  if  they  are,  we  help  them.     I  should  judge  that  it  costs  us  around 

I    $200  a  year  and  more  to  feed  them  and  clothe  some  of  them. 

'        Q.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  with  reference  to  improving 

the  health  situation  of  the  children  and  conditions  among  the  Indians 

\   in  general? — A.  Well,  the  health  situation  here  is  a  very  serious  one. 

'    There  are  various  causes  for  it;  many  of  our  young  parents  are  reprb- 
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ducing  their  own  kind.     Mr.  Zieback  just  told  you  here  that  they] 
were  84  per  cent  syphilitic ;  it  may  be  that  that  is  somewhat  exagger-j 
ated.     I  hate  to  try  to  tell  you  anything  if  that  fact  is  true;  you  cai 
see  the  consequences  of  their  offspring. 

Q.  That  is  a  terrible  condition? — A.  Yes.  Then  there  is  a  very 
serious  tubucular  condition  on  this  reservation. 

Q.  Of  course,  if  84  per  cent  are  in  a  syphilitic  condition,  they  can 
contract  T.  B.  or  anything  else  without  much  trouble? — A.  Yes.  We 
have  a  large  number  of  Indian  children  who  are  feeble-minded.  These 
children  are  unable  to  go  on  with  their  regular  school  work,  and  they 
should  be  separated  from  the  other  children.  I  think  it  one  of  the 
greatest  needs  of  the  Indian  Service  to-day.  There  ought  to  be  a 
number  of  institutes  for  the  care  of  the  feeble-minded. 

Q.  The  trouble  has  been  that  there  has  not  been  any  systematic 
educational  system  at  all,  no  vocational  training,  no  test  of  intelli- 
gence, or  anything  of  that  kind? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  having  an  experienced  social  worker, 
as  they  have  in  a  good  many  places  in  the  East,  visit  the  homes  and 
check  up  on  them  and  teach  them  how  to  take  proper  care  of  their 
children  and  themselves? — A.  Very  helpful.  There  has  been  some 
of  that  done  here.  The  trouble  is  that  after  the  children  are  taught 
this  in  school  they  do  not  go  with  it  when  they  get  home. 

Q.  What  have  you  to  say  with  reference  to  the  suppression  of 
the  liquor  traffic? — A.  It  is  a  very  serious  condition,  rather  out  of  the 
ordinary  here,  and  I  can't  help  but  feel  that  the  State  ought  to  come 
to  our  assistance.  I  believe  also  that  we  ought  to  deal  with  the  agri- 
cultural educational  department  and  we  ought  to  call  in  our  State 
officials  and  work  out  a  definite  program  along  the  line  of  having 
good  men  authorized  to  carry  out  these  ideas.  That  is  what  we  have 
lacked  here  in  a  definite  program. 

Q.  They  have  lacked  a  definite  program  on  every  reservation  we 
have  visited  so  far? — A.  They  send  a  man  here  and  he  stays  a  year  or 
two  or  three  and  then  some  one  else  comes.  There  have  been  eight 
agents  here  since  I  came  here. 

Q.  They  were  indefinite  employees? — A.  Yes.  One  of  the  greatest 
needs  right  now  is  to  work  out  a  definite  program,  what  is  best  for  the 
Indians,  and  carry  it  out  year  after  year;  and  what  will  benefit  the 
Indians  will  also  benefit  the  white  men. 

Q.  Do  the  county  officers  make  any  effort  to  enforce  the  prohibi- 
tion laws  here? — A.  Yes;  they  help.  We  are  practically  the  only 
county  in  the  State  that  has  Indian  people.  They  are  not  very 
heavy  taxpayers  and  the  county  needs  its  money  and  can  not  afford 
to  keep  their  jails  full;  they  have  not  the  money  to  do  it  with.  At 
the  present  time  we  only  have  one  sheriff;  we  did  have  two  but  the 
county  dismissed  one  on  account  of  lack  of  funds. 

Q.  You  think  that  the  Government  should  give  some  assistance? — 
A.  Yes;  we  can  never  do  very  much  unless  we  get  assistance. 

%They  probably  have  you  mixed  up  with  that  economy  program 
ashington? 

By  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  What  other  statements  or  suggestions  would  you  like  to  make 
to  the  committee? — A.  Well,  the  greatest  need  here  is  for  a  modern 
T.  B.  sanitarium.     It  is  one  of  the  greatest  things  that  could  come  to 
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these  people  I  know.  I  would  suggest  this  also:  That  the  people  on 
this  reservation  be  given  all  the  leeway  they  can  get  as  soon  as  prac- 
tical; let  them  stand  on  their  own  feet,  get  work,  and  work  out  their 
own  problems.  I  am  not  saying  this  for  the  old  Indians,  they  are 
gone;  but  the  young  Indians,  as  long  as  they  stay  here  on  the  reserva- 
tion and  run  around  without  working  they  are  not  going  to  improve. 
I  think  it  is  absolutely  foolish  to  keep  them  running  to  the  office  week 
after  week  looking  for  a  little  money;  let  him  have  an  educatTbn  or  a 
vocation  and  he  can  work  out  his  own  salvation.  Another  thing 
with  reference  to  leasing  their  land,  I  believe  they  should  be  made  to 
work  it  themselves. 

Q.  You  heard  the  superintendent's  statement  that  all  of  those  who 
have  had  patents  in  fee  issued  to  them  have  disposed  of  their  land 
and  spent  the  money;  what  are  you  going  to  do  for  them? — A.  You 
can't  take  care  of  them  by  doing  everything  for  them. 

Q.  But  when  they  get  in  a  condition  that  they  can't  take  care  of 
themselves  something  has  to  be  done  for  them? — A.  Well,  I  don't 
thinlc  it  can  be  done  by  continually  giving,  making  beggars  out  of 
them.     The  only  way  it  can  be  done  is  by  work. 

Q.  You  realize  that  the  Government  has  not  taught  them  to  work; 
if  they  were  all  turned  loose  on  the  white  people  to-day  they  would 
become  charges  on  the  white  people  of  the  community? — A.  Not  all 
of  them.  We  have  scores  of  able-bodied  young  men  here  who  are 
willing  to  work  if  they  can  find  work.  If  we  had  some  kind  of  an 
employment  bureau  that  would  reaUy  find  jobs  for  these  men  they 
would  make  good,  a  lot  of  them  would.  An  Indian  is  not  self-asser- 
tive, he  has  not  the  initiative  of  the  white  man,  he  does  not  step 
forward  and  seek  a  job  like  the  white  man,  and  we  have  to  find  the  job 
for  him.  I  believe  if  we  had  some  sort  of  an  employment  agency  to 
look  out  for  them  and  seek  work  and  encourage  them  along  this  line, 
I  believe  a  large  majority  of  the  Indians  on  this  reservation  would 
work  and  that  would  go  a  long  way  toward  solving  the  problem  and 
do  away  with  indigence.  If  idleness  were  done  away  with  among 
the  Indians  the  liquor  problem  would  solve  itself. 

Q.  The  fact  is  that  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  not  only  to  find 
positions  for  them  but  to  follow  them  up  after  they  are  placed? — A. 
Perpetuate  this  problem  indefinitely;  that  is  the  only  thing. 

Frank  Beaver,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  and  residence? — A.  Frank  Beaver,  Winnebago. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  tribal  council? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  that  you  were.  Have  you  an  official  position  with 
the  Wiunebagos? — A.  I  am  a  member  of  the  contract  committee, 
appointed  under  the  enabling  act  passed  last  December.  AU  I  have 
is  a  paper  I  wish  to  present  to  the  committee;  it  is  a  statement 
prepared  in  writing. 

Q.  Suppose  you  read  it. 

(Witness  then  read  the  statement  to  the  committee,  as  follows :) 

To  the  honorable  members  of  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and 
To  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  contract  committee  of  the  Winnebago 
Tribe  of  Indians  of  Nebraska,  who  will  sign  a  certain  attorney's  contract  employ- 
ing attorneys  to  formulate  and  take  all  action  necessary  to  establish  the  claims 
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of  said  tribe  against  the  United  States,  as  authorized  by  act  of  December  17, 
1928  (Public,  No.  638  70th  Cong.),  wish  to  go  on  record  at  this  time,  setting  forth 
certain  changes  which  should  be  made  in  this  original  act  to  insure  justice  and 
equity  being  done  to  the  members  of  our  tribe. 

We  deplore  the  fact  that  section  1  of  said  act  limits  our  presenting  claims  arising 
prior  to  the  treaty  of  February  27,  1855.  The  facts  are  that  many  treaties  were 
made  with  this  tribe  by  our  Government  between  the  years  1816  and  1846, 
ceding  us  lands  and  settling  claims.  However,  the  white  people,  changing  con- 
ditions, and  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  these  treaties 
resulted  in  the  treaty  of  1855,  when  the  Indians  were  moved  to  the  reservation  on 
the  Blue  Earth  River  in  Minnesota,  and  all  moneys  due  under  prior  claims  plus 
an  additional  $70,000  was  covered  by  this  1855  treaty. 

Even  this  treaty  was  not  carried  out  by  our  Government.  All  the  accountings 
arriving  at  the  sum  which  the  Government  states  the  tribe  was  entitled  to  were 
made  exclusively  by  the  Government  and  the  Indians  had  no  representation  when 
this  auditing  was  done.  We  not  only  challenge  the  correctness  of  the  figures 
arrived  at  from  1816  to  date  but  we  allege  that  a  large  part  of  the  funds  alloted 
to  us  were  wrongfully  expended  by  our  Government.  We  therefore  submit 
that  this  bill  should  not  have  set  an  arbitrary  date  such  as  February,  1855, 
back  of  which  we  may  not  go. 

The  undersigned  further  represent  to  the  honorable  Senators  and  the  honorable 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  that  this  act  of  1928  should  not  have  barred  our 
making  claim  for  interest  on  the  obligations  due  us  from  the  Government.  In 
view  of  the  years  and  years  of  suffering  and  privation  suffered  by  the  members  of 
our  tribe  in  being  moved  from  reservation  to  reservation  and  in  being  deprived  of 
moneys  due  to  us,  we  should  be  entitled  to  recover  interest  on  any  obligations  found 
to  be  due  to  us. 

The  undersigned  representatives  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  do  further  represent 
to  the  Representatives  of  our  Government  that  the  provision  barring  the  payment 
of  any  judgment  recovered  against  the  Government  "in  per  capita  payments  to 
said  Indians"  is  very  unjust.  It  is  believed  that  these  funds,  such  as  may  be 
recovered,  should  be  distributed  to  the  individual  Indians  to  be  used  as  deemed 
best  in  each  individual  case.  The  members  of  our  tribe  now  live  and  work  as 
individuals  and  we  should  be  accorded  the  treatment  of  individuals  rather 
than  as  a  tribe.  We  protest  against  this  provision  and  ask  that  our  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  amend  this  act  to  make  per  capita  payments  possible,  that  the 
Indians  may  immediately  use  and  enjoy  that  which  has  long  been  withheld 
wrongfully  from  their  use  and  great  need. 

Respectfully  submitted  this  12th  day  of  July  1929. 

Isaac  Greyhair, 
Addie  Boucher, 
Frank  Beaver, 
Contract  Committee  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  oj  Indians  of  Nebraska. 


committee   on   INDIAN   AFFAIRS   OF  THE   SENATE   OF  THE   UNITED   STATES 

Honorable  Senators.  The  undersigned  members  of  the  tribal  council  of  the 
Winnebago  Tribe  and  other  members  of  said  tribe  of  Nebraska,  respectfully 
represent: 

That  the  rents  of  lands  which  are  held  in  trust  for  individual  members  of  said 
tribe,  by  the  United  States,  or  by  Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  being  paid  in 
part  to  the  treasurer  of  Thurston  County,  Nebr.,  in  payment  of  taxes  assessed 
against  their  said  lands. 

Many  members  of  the  tribe  whose  rents  are  being  disbursed  in  payment  of 
said  tax  are  old  people  not  able  to  earn  a  livelihood,  and  do  not  have  any  income 
other  than  what  they  should  receive  from  the  rent  of  their  lands.  The  Indians 
feel  that  their  land  is  illegally  taxed,  especially  the  lands  allotted  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  February  8,  1887,  the  title  to  which  remains  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  what  is  known  as  the  Brown  bill,  passed  in  December, 
1916,  is  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  act  under  which  the  land  was  allotted,  by 
virtue  of  the  said  act  of  February  8,  1887. 

The  individual  members  of  the  tribe,  its  council,  F.  T.  Mann,  superintendent 
at  the  Winnebago  Agency,  before  our  present  Superintendent,  Charles  M. 
Ziebach,  have  all  done  all  within  their  power,  to  have  the  United  States,  to  cause 
the  legality  of  the  taxation  of  the  Indians  lands  posted  in  the  proper  courts.     A 
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written  statement  of  the  members  of  the  tribe  relative  to  the  subject  is  attached 
hereto,  as  is  also  a  copy  of  letter  written  by  our  present  Superintendent  Charles 
M.  Ziebach,  to  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  council  further  represents  that  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Indians  believe 
that  treaty  stipulations  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the 
said  tribe  have  been  violated  by  the  Government,  and  that  the  Government 
should  make  restitution  to  the  tribe.  After  a  number  of  years,  Congress,  on  the 
17th  day  of  December,  1928,  passed  an  enabling  act,  granting  to  the  said  tribe 
the  right  to  file  their  claims  before  the  Court  of  Claims  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  however  specifically  provides  that  the  Court  of  Claims  shall  not  allow 
interest  on  any  judgment  the  tribe  may  be  able  to  obtain  against  the  Govern- 
ment, the  last  mentioned  act  of  Congress  also  provides  that  no  claims  may  be 
filed  against  the  Government,  for  violation  of  any  treaty  made  prior  to  1855. 

Section  8  of  the  bill  is  as  follows:  "Sec.  8.  The  amount  of  any  judgment 
shall  be  placed  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit  of  said  Indians 
and  shall  draw  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent  per  annum  and  shall  be  there- 
after subject  to  appropriation  by  Congress  for  educational,  health,  industrial, 
and  other  purpose  for  the  benefit  of  said  Indians,  including  the  purchase  of  land 
and  building  of  homes,  and  no  part  of  said  judgment  shall  be  paid  out  in  per 
capita  payments  of  said  Indians,  the  costs  incurred  in  any  suit  hereunder  shall 
be  fixed  against  the  losing  party,  if  against  the  United  States  such  cost  shall  be 
included  in  the  amount  of  the  judgment  or  decree,  and  if  against  the  said  Indians 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  out  of  the  fund  standing  to  their 
credit  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Provided,  That  actual  costs  neces- 
sary to  be  incurred  by  the  Winnebago  Indians  as  required  by  the  rules  of  the 
court  in  the  prosecution  of  this  suit  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Winne- 
bago Tribe,  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States." 

We  therefore  respectfully  ask  that  the  legality  of  the  alleged  laws,  rules,  or 
regulations  under  and  by  virtue  of  which  the  rents  from  our  lands  are  to  be  paid 
out  for  taxes,  be  investigated; 

That  the  jurisdictional  act  of  Congress  of  December  17,  1928,  be  amended 
granting  to  the  said  tribe  the  right  to  file  claims  for  any  violation  of  treaties, 
irrespective  of  the  date  of  the  violation  and  allowing  interest  on  any  just  claim 
from  the  date  cause  of  action  arose;  that  any  sum  of  money  which  the  said  tribe 
shall  finally  derive  for  violation  of  treaties  or  other  obligations  of  the  Govern- 
ment shall  in  lieu  of  being  disposed  of  as  provided  in  section  8  of  said  juris- 
dictional bill  be  subject  to  distribution,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  said  tribe 
under  the  supervision  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Moses  Whitebear,  Whirling  (his  X  mark)  Thunder, 

Isaac  Guyhair,  Charles  V.  De  Mere, 

Peter  E.  Rave,  Turner  Rave, 

George  Long,  Charles   J.  Raymond,    Sr., 

Richard  Logan,  Addie  Boucher,  Sec. 


Winnebago,  Nebr. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Esteemed  Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of 
Indians  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  do  hereby  respectfully  request  and  petition 
you  on  behalf  of  those  allottees  whose  lands  have  been  allotted  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  February  8,  1887,  and  the  amendments  thereto,  and  for 
which  trust  patents  have  been  issued,  and  also  those  allotments  made  by  fee 
patents  with  restrictions  on  alienation,  and  the  heirs  of  such  allottees;  that 
for  and  on  behalf  of  such  persons  you  cause  suits  to  be  brought  by  the  United 
States  of  America,  as  trustee,  of  such  lands  to  nullify  the  tax  law  by  which 
taxes  are  collected  from  said  lands,  and  to  recover  the  taxes  which  have  been 
paid  therefor,  together  with  interest  thereon  from  the  date  of  the  payments, 
and  that  said  monev  so  recovered  be  repaid  to  the  said  allottees,  or  their  heirs. 

Your  petitioners  further  claim  and  allege  that  the  said  act  of  Congress  under 
and  bv  authority  of  which  said  taxes  have  been  collected  from  said  Winnebago 
Indians  for  their  allotments  constitute  a  violation  of  a  legal  contract  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Winnebago  Indian  allottees  and  their 
heirs,  which  said  allotments,  and  the  conditions  connected  with  the  grants  con- 
stituted vested  propertv  rights  which  continued  as  long  as  the  said  lands  were 
held  in  trust  by  the  United  States,  "for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  Indian 
to  whom  the  allotment  shall  have  been  made  or,  in  case  of  his  decease  of  his 
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heirs,"  and  further,  "that  at  the  expiration  of  said  trust  period  the  United 
States  will  convey  the  same  to  said  Indian,  or  his  heirs  as  aforesaid,  in  fee,  dis- 
charged of  said  trust  and  free  of  all  charge  and  incumbrance  whatsoever." 

Your  petitioners  further  claim  and  allege  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United 
States,  as  trustee  of  the  title  to  said  allotments,  and  guardian  of  the  Indians 
«whose  rights  are  affected  thereby,  and  complained  about  in  this  petition,  to 
fbniog  suit,  and  prosecute  it  on  behalf  of  those  who  have  had  their  rights  so 
violated,  and  who  have  suffered  through  such  acts  in  being  deprived  of  vested 
property  rights,  and  the  income  therefrom  for  their  daily  bread  and  living. 

your  petitioners  further  claim  and  allege  that  the  spirit,  purpose,  and  intention 
of  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  providing  for  said  allotments  was  to  guarantee 
to  the  said  Indian  allottees  the  "sole  use  and  benefit"  of  said  allotments;  and 
that  they  were  given,  granted,  and  conveyed  to  said  allottees,  and  their  heirs, 
with  said  provisions.  That  the  Act  of  Congress,  which  later,  provided  for  the 
taxation  of  said  allotments,  and  the  taking  the  rents,  use,  and  benefits  therefrom 
was  the  violation  of  a  contract,  and  the  violation  of  vested  property  rights,  and 
ttbe  arbitrary  taking  of  private  property  without  due  process  of  law,  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Fifth  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Your  petitioners  further  claim  and  allege  that  those  lands  which  have  been 
sold  by  the  United  States  for  the  allottees  or  their  heirs,  and  the  proceeds  of  which 
have  been  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States,  and  by  it  invested  in  the  purchase 
of  other  lands,  trust  lands  of  other  Indians,  or  allotments,  and  which  when  so 
purchased  by  the  United  States  and  held  in  trust  for  the  Indians  by  the  United 
States,  are  held  for  said  Indians,  free  from  any  taxes  whatsoever,  or  the  claims 
of  any  kind  by  the  taxing  powers  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  or  the  county  of 
Thurston. 

For  the  reasons  above  stated  your  petitioners  pray  that  a  suit  or  action  be 
brought  by  the  United  States  of  America  against  the  county  of  Thurston,  State 
of  Nebraska,  to  recover  any  and  all  taxes  so  collected  for  Winnebago  Indian 
allotments  by  it,  and  for  interest  thereon  from  the  dates  of  payments,  at  the  legal 
rate  of  interest  allowed  by  the  State  of  Nebraska,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said 
a-Uottees,  and  their  heirs,  and  for  such  further  and  other  relief  as  may  be  just 
and  proper  under  the  circumstances. 

Your  petitioners  submit  herewith  a  brief  of  the  law  and  the  decisions  upon 
the  subject,  supporting  their  claim,  as  they  believe,  for  the  nulification  of  the 
law  in  question,  and  the  granting  the  relief  prayed  for  through  your  action  as 
guardian  over  the  said  Indian  property. 

Very  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned. 

Charles  J.  Raymond,  Sr.,  Chairman. 

Charles  V.  DeMere 

Isaac  Greyhair, 

Peter  E.  Rave, 

Turner  Rave, 

Richard  Logan, 

Whirling  (his  x  mark)  Thunder, 

George  Long, 

Moses  Whitebear. 


Approved  by  Winnebago  Tribal  Council. 


Addie  Boucher,  Secretary. 


BRIEF    IN    the    matter    OF    THE    TAXATION    OF    WINNEBAGO    INDIAN    ALLOTMENTS 

Complaint  is  made  by  Winnebago  Indians  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  against  the  payments  of  taxes  upon  allotments  held  in  trust  by  the 
United  States  by  trust  patents,  and  for  allotments  for  which  patents  in  fee  have 
been  issued  with  restrictions  on  alienation.  Also  such  lands  as  have  been  pur- 
chased by  the  United  States  for  incompetent  Indians  with  trust  funds,  and  which 
lands  are  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States. 

The  lands  are  largely  located  in  Thurston  County,  Nebr.,  to  which  said  county 
taxes  have  been  paid.  The  money  paid  has  been  taken  from  the  rents  of  the 
land  in  question,  largely,  but  money  has  been  taken  from  the  Indians  which 
they  had  from  other  sources  for  the  payment  of  said  taxes.  The  act  of  Congress 
under  which  authority  therefor  is  claimed  is  of  the  date  of  December  16,  1916. 

Allotments  to  individual  members  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Iiuliaiis  were 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  December,  1894.     The  allot  inents 
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were  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  February  8,  1887  (Comp.  Stat. 
sees.  3951,  4203.)  That  provision  with  which  we  are  particularly  concerned  is 
as  follows: 

"By  the  trust  patents  the  United  States  declares  that  it  does  and  will  hold 
the  land  thus  allotted,  in  trust  for  a  period  of  25  years,  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit 
of  the  Indian  to  whom  it  shall  be  allotted,  or  in  case  of  his  decease  of  his  heirs, 
and  that  at  the  expiration  of  said  period  it  will  convey  the  same  to  said  allottee, 
or  to  his  heirs,  by  patent,  in  fee,  discharged  of  said  trust,  and  free  from  all  charge 
and  incumbrance  whatsoever:  Provided,  That  the  President  may  extend  the 
trust  period." 

The  President  has  extended  the  trust  period,  and  the  lands  at  this  and  all 
times  herein  referred  to,  were  trust  lands  held  under  the  provisions  of  the  above- 
named  law,  or  similar  provisions,  in  effect,  as  to  the  lands  patented  with  restric- 
tions upon  alienation.  The  grants  so  made  in  the  allotments  have  been  made 
upon  sufficient  consideration,  if  any  consideration  were  necessary  to  make  the 
provisions  effective.  The  courts  of  the  United  States  have  decided  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  grant  constituted  a  contract,  and  a  vested  right  of  property.  The 
purpose  of  the  trust  and  its  effect  are  well  expressed  by  Circuit  Judge  Sanbonr, 
speaking  for  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  Eighth  Circuit 
as  follows: 

"  Were  these  inalienable  lands  of  full-blood  Indians  heirs  taxable  for  the  fiscal 
years  1910,"  etc.,  *  *  *  <'a11  lands  from  which  restrictions  have  beeis 
removed  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  and  all  other  civil  burdens.  But  this  con- 
tention is  overborne  by  the  fact  that  by  these  very  acts  of  Congress  restrictions 
upon  alienation  of  these  lands  while  held  by  full-blood  Indian  heirs  were  im- 
posed, and  these  lands  were  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States  for  these  heirs,, 
and  made  the  instrumentalities  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  which 
it  pursues  its  wise  policy  of  protecting  the  Indians  from  the  unrestrained  greed,, 
rapacity,  and  cunning  of  the  members  of  the  white  race,  and  of  seeking  to  induce 
them  to  cultivate  the  soil,  to  practice  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  become  provi- 
dent and  useful  citizens.  The  lands  of  the  full-blood  Indian  heirs  were  not  lands 
from  which  restrictions  had  then  been  removed.  They  were  lands  upon  which 
restrictions  were  imposed  by  these  very  acts,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
legislators  intended  to  impose  taxes  upon  lands  of  Indians  which  the  United 
States  was  holding  for  them,  while  it  withheld  from  them  the  power  of  disposi- 
tion, for  such  a  course  runs  counter  to  its  public  policy  and  practice  from  the- 
foundation  of  the  Government.  *  *  *  The  result  is  that  the  allotments  of 
Seminole  lands  owned  and  held  during  the  fiscal  years  of  1910,  1911,  1912,  1913' 
and  1914  by  full-blood  Indian  heirs  were  the  instrumentalities  of  the  United 
States  reserved  and  used  by  it  to  execute  its  laws  and  to  exercise  its  govern- 
mental powers,  and  they  were  exempt  from  taxation  by  the  State  of  Oklahoma, 
or  any  of  its  counties,  cities,  or  other  governmental  subdivisions. 

"The  only  exemption  from  taxation  of  the  surplus  lands  arose  from  the  restric- 
tions upon  their  alienation.  Wherever,  therefore,  those  lands  w^ere,  or  became 
alienable,  they  were  or  became  taxable."  United  States  v.  Bean  (253  Fed., 
pp.  4  and  5) . 

The  lands  in  question  are  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States  and  are  inalienable 
by  the  allottees  or  their  heirs.  They  are  so  held  because  of  the  incompetency  of 
the  persons  for  whom  they  are  held,  and  to  provide  them  a  home  and  means  of 
livelihood.  The  very  purpose  for  which  said  lands  are  held  is  nullified  by  the 
allowance  of  and  collection  of  taxes  from  the  lands.  The  governmental  policy 
and  purpose  is  nulKfied.  This  is  urged  as  the  principal  reason,  because  the 
Indians  need  the  land  and  its  income,  and  are  not  sufficiently  developed  to  get 
along  without  it. 

The  other  reason  is  that  the  United  States  has  obligated  itself  in  its  grant  to 
the  Indian  allottee,  and  his  heirs,  to  hold  the  title  in  trust  for  the  "sole  use  and 
benefit  of  the  allottee,  or  in  case  of  his  decease  of  his  heirs  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  State  where  the  land  is  situate."  And  that  at  the  termination  of  the  trust 
"to  convey  it  to  the  said  allottees,  or  his  heirs  discharge  of  said  trust  and  free  of 
all  charge  and  uncumbrance  whatsoever." 

Either  the  grant  and  conveyance  to  the  Indian  allottees  constituted  a  con- 
tract or  it  did  not.  If  it  did,  and  the  language  used  means  anything  at  all, 
then  the  imposition  of  the  so-called  tax  taken  from  the  Indian  allotments,  or' 
the  rents  thereof,  or  from  other  money  belonging  to  the  Indians,  is  an  arbitrary, 
illegal,  and  unjust  taking  from  them,  not  only  their  property,  but  the  very  neces- 
sities of  life.  Hedged  about  by  laws,  rules  and  regulations,  and  administrative 
Indian  officials  who  handle  their  affairs  ruthlessly,  and  in  such  a  manner  that 
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the  Indians  themselves  have  nothing  to  say,  there  is  not  even  an  opportunity 
to  protest.  Sometimes  the  agents  of  the  Indian  Bureau  in  charge  of  the  reserva- 
tions make  leases  for  the  Indian  owners  without  their  knowledge  or  consent. 
They  include  in  the  leases  tax  clauses  by  which  the  renters  pay  the  rent  to  the 
county  treasurer,  and  are  allowed  credit  by  the  United  States  Indian  agents  on 
the  rents  which  they  are  required  to  pay  to  such  agents  in  charge  of  the  reser- 
vations, as  being  payments  upon  the  taxes.  The  Indian  lessee  is  required  to 
sign  leases  with  tax  clauses  in  them,  and  he  must  sign  them  or  he  is  not  per- 
mitted to  lease  his  land  at  all.  This  is  effected  by  a  rule  or  regulation  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  it  controls  to  such  extent  that  the  Indian 
has  nothing  to  say  about  it.  Many  leases  are  made  by  such  agents  of  the  Indian 
Bureau  for  minor  Indians  and  incompetents,  and  under  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions the  rents  are  taken,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  pay  taxes.  Such  payments 
and  requirements  are  in  violation  of  positive  statute  law,  and  the  trustee  respon- 
sible therefor  should  promptly  relieve  its  wards  of  such  impositions  and  make 
amends,  either  by  bringing  suits  to  recover  or  to  have  Congress  make  appro- 
priations to  remunerate  the  Indians  for  the  wrongs  inflicted.  If  there  is  any 
doubt  about  the  construction  which  should  be  applied  to  the  law  under  which 
the  grants  were  made,  the  rule  applied  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  has 
not  left  the  matter  in  doubt;  it  is:  "If  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  trust  patent,  that  doubt  should  be  resolved  in  favor  of  the  Indians."  U.  S. 
V.  Benewah  County  (290  Fed.  631),  in  which  case  or  opinion  the  court  cites  the 
following: 

''Doubtful  expressions,  instead  of  being  resolved  in  favor  of  the  United  States, 
are  resolved  in  favor  of  a  weak  and  defenseless  people,  who  are  wards  of  the  Nation 
and  dependent  wholly  upon  its  protection  and  good  faith."  Choate  v.  Trapp 
(224  U.  S.  665,  32  Sup.  Ct.  565,  56,  L.  Ed.  941). 

"In  Choate  v.  Trapp  the  court  gave  consideration  to  the  fact  that  the  Indian-^ 
were  offered  the  allotments  on  the  conditions  proposed,  and  that  by  accepting 
the  terms  and  relinquishing  their  claims  they  furnished  a  consideration  w^hich  was 
sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  enforce  whatever  rights  were  conferred.  One  of 
those  rights  was  exemption  from  taxation.  The  court  held  that  the  provision 
that  the  land  should  be  nontaxable  was  a  property  right,  which  Congress  undoub- 
tedly had  the  power  to  grant.  *  *  *  Once  vested  as  it  was,  it  could  only  be 
divested  bv  due  process  of  law."  United  States  v.  Benewah  County,  Idaho 
(290  Fed.  631). 

The  suit  to  recover  the  taxes  so  wrongfully  and  illegally  paid  to  Thurston 
County,  Nebraska,  should  be  brought  and  maintained  by  the  United  States,  there 
being  several  reason  therefor.  The  first  being  that  the  Indians  whose  lands  have 
been  taxed  are  incompetent;  second,  the  duty  of  the  trustee  under  the  circum- 
stances is  not  financial  but  governmental;  and  third,  the  Government  is  a  neces- 
sary and  essential  party  to  any  such  proceeding: 

"The  view  seems  unavoidable  that  Congress  intended  to  use  the  term  'non- 
competent'  as  descriptive  of  an  Indian  holding  only  a  trust  patent  or  other 
patent  containing  restrictions  upon  alienation,  or,  what  is  perhaps  the  equivalent, 
an  Indian  to  whom,  even  though  he  may  be  actually  competent,  a  certificate  of 
competency  has  not  been  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  that  there- 
fore the  description  ' noncompetent  Indian'  is  inclusive  of  all  Indians  who  are 
without  full  power  to  alienate  their  property.  Putting  it  another  way,  while  as 
applied  to  Indians  the  term  * competentcy '  and  * noncompetency '  or  'incompe- 
tency' are  used  in  the  ordinary  legal  sense;  there  is  a  presumption,  conclusive 
upon  the  courts,  that  until  the  restriction  on  alienation  is  removed  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law,  either  through  lapse  of  time  or  the  positive  action  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  the  allottee  continues  to  be  an  'incompetent'  Indian,  at 
least  in  so  far  as  concerns  the  land  to  which  the  restriction  relates.  That  being 
true,  whatejver  may  have  been  the  status  of  the  Indians  referred  to  in  the  com- 
plaint, it  was  within  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  sell  or  authorize 
the  sale  of  their  allotments,  and  use,  or  permit  the  allottees  to  use,  the  proceeds 
of  sales  for  the  purchase  of  the  property  which  the  defendant  county  asserts  the 
right  to  tax.  Motion  to  dismiss  the  amended  complaint  denied."  United  States  v. 
Nez  Perce  County  (267  Fed.  497,  498). 

"With  these  rulings  established,  we  find  no  difficulty  in  holding  that  the 
Government  may  maintain  this  action  for  the  recovery  of  moneys  paid  to  the 
defendant.  Its  interest  is  not  pecuniary,  but  governmental.  Heckman  v.  U. 
S.  (224  U.'S.  413,  32  Sup.  Ct.  424,  66  L.  Ed.  820).  So  it  is  with  respect  to  this 
allotment.  On  principle,  the  action  is  not  essentially  different  from  one  brought 
to  recover  the  land  itself.    The  authority  to  sue  necessarily  arose  from  the  law. 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES     2111 

on  the  ground  that  the  royalties  were  illegally  obtained  and  there  was  no  other 
remedy  available.  It  is  sustained  on  like  reason  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 
V.  Grey  (201  Fed.  291),  decided  by  this  court,  where  the  action  was  for  the 
recovery  of  damages  for  breach  of  a  lease  made  by  the  allottee.  Furthermore, 
we  cannot  agree  that  the  Government  can  be  reheved  of  its  duty  because  the 
restriction  period  has  expired.  The  duty  was  assumed  because  the  Indians  were 
under  national  tutelage,  and  the  Congress  expressly  declared  that  they  might 
not  dispose  of  their  lands  for  a  given  period.  Once  that  duty  was  laid  upon  the 
Government  to  preserve  the  land  intact  and  as  a  part  of  it  the  profits  accrue 
from  it,  the  duty  must  remain  until  performance,  although  postponed  until 
the  disability  of  the  allottee  was  removed  as  to  future  deaUngs  with  the  property. 
It  was  an  obligation  of  protection  against  acts  done  within  it]  Mere  inaction, 
therefore,  can  not  be  construed  as  absolving  the  Government  from  performance," 
(p.  89). 

"The  adjudications  between  the  allottee  and  the  defendant  in  error  and  the 
payments  they  authorized  do  not  constitute  any  defense  in  this  action.  "The 
United  States  was  an  indispensable  party  to  any  Utigation  wherein  relief  was 
sought  that  would  impair  its  governmental  function  to  protect  the  allotment 
against  alienation.  Heckman  v.  United  States  (224  U.  S.  413,  32  Sup.  Ct.  424, 
56  L  Ed.  820).  It  was  held  in  an  action  between  these  parties,  reported  in  36 
Okla.  631  (129  Pac.  877),  that  the  assignment  of  royalty  was  not  a  sale  of  an 
interest  in  the  land,  upon  the  authority  of  U.  S.  v.  Abrams,  (181  Fed.  847)  and 
U.  S.  V.  Noble  (197  Fed.  292).  But  these  decisions  were  overruled  in  the  Noble 
Case  and  are  not  authoritative."    U.  S.  v.  Moore  (284  Fed.  88,  p.  90). 

"Notwithstanding  the  wardship  of  the  Indians,  it  may  be  conceded  that, 
when  an  Indian  is  imposed  upon  and  money  wrongfully  exacted  from  him,  in 
general,  the  United  States  would  not  have  a  right  of  action.  But  when  such 
exaction  is  successfully  accompUshed  because  of  an  asserted  claim  to  the  prop- 
erty expressly  held  in  trust  bj'  the  United  States,  as  in  this  case,  and  the  United 
States,  charged  with  the  duty  of  protecting  the  property  against  such  claim, 
has  delayed  doing  so  while  the  exaction  has  been  accomplished,  such  circum- 
stances furnish  the  necessary  interest  in  the  matter  to  give  the  United  States 
the  right  to  the  undoing  of  the  wrong  consummated,  because  it  was,  presumably, 
busy  with  other  concerns  and  did  not  prevent  its  accomplishment.  If,  by 
reason  of  the  delay,  equities  on  the  part  of  the  county  have  arisen,  a  dififerent 
question  would  be  presented;  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  defendant's  position 
to  appeal  to  the  conscience."  United  States  v.  Chehalis  County  (217  Fed. 
285). 

The  larger  question  between  the  United  States  Government  and  the  Indians  is 
the  obligation  created  in  the  dealing  of  a  highly  civilized  and  honorable  Govern- 
ment with  its  backward,  weak,  dependent,  and  defenseless  wards.  It  is  a  matter 
of  principle  in  this  great  Government  doing  justice  to  itself,  its  Constitution,  and 
its  laws;  doing  justice  to  these  Indian  people,  who  are  dependent  upon  it,  by 
carrying  into  effect,  justly,  the  obligations  which  it  has  created  by  granting  to 
these  Indians  allotments  of  their  own  lands  with  rights  and  protection  necessary 
to  their  development  and  advancement.  That  policy  which  has  adopted 
principles  that  are  readily  sustained  by  the  courts,  but  most  readily  forgotten, 
ignored,  neglected,  and  overridden  by  the  Congress  and  administrative  depart- 
ments of  our  Government.  In  this  instance  by  the  enactment  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  December  16,  1916,  by  which  the  administrative  department  of  the 
Government  has  taken  rents  and  other  money  of  the  Indians  to  pay  taxes  upon 
allotments  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States  that  were  not  subject  to  taxation 
and  which  violated  the  Constitution,  the  law  granting  the  aUotments,  and  the 
vested  property  interests  of  the  Indian  wards.  That  policy  and  principle  was 
announced  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  long  ago  as  February  23, 
1903,  and  followed  and  approved  many  times  since.     That  court  then  said: 

"If,  as  is  undoubtedly  the  case,  these  lands  were  held  by  the  United  States  in 
execution  of  its  plans  relating  to  Indians,  without  any  right  in  the  Indians  to 
make  contracts  in  reference  to  them  or  to  do  more  than  to  occupy  and  cultivate 
them,  until  a  regular  patent  conveying  the  fee  was  issued  to  the  several  allottees,  it 
would  follow  that  there  was  no  power  in  the  State  of  South  Dakota,  for  State  or 
municipal  purposes,  to  assess  and  tax  the  land  in  question  until  at  least  the  fee 
was  conveyed  to  the  Indians.  These  Indians  are  yet  wards  of  the  nation,  in 
a  condition  of  pupilage  or  dependency,  and  have  not  been  discharged  from  that 
condition.  They  occupy  these  lands  with  the  consent  and  authority  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  holding  of  them  by  the  United  States  under  the  act  of 
1887,  and  the  agreement  of  1889,  ratified  by  the  act  of  1891,  is  a  part  of  the 
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national  policy  by  which  the  Indians  are  to  be  maintained,  as  well  as  prepared, 
for  the  assuming  of  the  habits  of  civilized  life  and  ultimately  the  privileges  of 
citizenship.  To  tax  these  lands  is  to  tax  an  instrumentality  employed  by  the 
United  States  for  the  benefit  and  control  of  this  dependent  race,  and  accomplish 
beneficent  objects  with  reference  to  a  race  of  which  the  court  has  said  that  'from 
their  very  weakness  and  helplessness,  so  largely  due  to  the  course  of  dealing  of 
the  Federal  Government  with  them  and  the  treaties  in  which  it  has  been  promised, 
there  arises  the  duty  of  protection  and  with  it  the  power.  This  has  always  been 
recognized  by  the  Executive  and  by  Congress  and  by  this  court  whenever  the 
question  has  arisen. '  So  that  if  they  may  be  taxed,  then  the  obligations  which 
the  Government/  has  assumed  in  reference  to  these  Indians  may  be  entirely 
defeated;  for  by  jthe  act  of  1887  the  Government  has  agreed  at  a  named  time  to 
convey  the  land  to  the  allottees  in  fee,  discharged  of  the  trust,  'and  free  of  all 
charge  and  encumbrance  whatsoever. '  To  say  that  these  lands  may  be  taxed 
by^the  county  of  Roberts  under  the  authority  of  the  State  is  to  say  that  they  may 
be  'sold  for  the  taxes  and  thus  become  so  burdened  that  the  United  States  could 
not  discharge  its  obligations  to  the  Indians  without  itself  paying  the  taxes  imposed 
from  year  to  vear,  and  thereby  keeping  the  lands  free  from  encumbrances." 
United  States  v.  Ricket  (23  Sup.  Ct.  478) . 

"In  view  of  the  relation  of  the  United  States  to  the  real  and  personal  property 
in  question,  as  these  dependent  Indians  still  under  national  control,  and  in  view 
of  the  injurious  effect  of  the  assessments  and  taxation  complained  of  upon  the 
plans  of  the  Government  with  reference  to  the  Indians,  it  is  clear  that  the  United 
States  is  entitled  to  maintain  this  suit.  No  argument  is  necessary  to  establish 
that  proposition."     United  States  v.  Ricket  (23  Sup  Ct.  483). 

In  an  opinion  written  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall  we  have  expressed  by  that 
great  jurist  the  limitation  of  the  State's  taxing  powers  in  reference  to  matters 
belonging  to  the  Federal  Government.     It  is  as  follows: 

"All  subjects  over  which  the  sovereign  power  of  a  State  extends  are  objects  of 
taxation;  but  those  over  it  does  not  extend  are,  upon  the  soundest  principles, 
exempt  from  taxation.  The  sovereignty  of  a  State  extends  to  everything  which 
exists  by  its  own  authority,  or  is  introduced  by  its  permission;  but  does  not 
extend  to  those  means  which  are  employed  b}^  Congress  to  carry  into  execution 
powers  conferred  upon  that  body  b}-  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  at- 
tempt to  use  taxing  power  of  a  State  on  the  means  employed  by  the  Government 
of  the  Union;  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  is  itself  an  abuse,  because  it  is 
the  usurpation  of  a  power  which  the  people  of  a  single  State  can  not  give.  The 
power  to  tax  involves  the  power  to  destroy;  the  power  to  destroy  may  defeat 
and  render  useless  the  power  to  create;  and  there  is  a  plain  repugnance  in  con- 
ferring on  one  government  a  power  to  control  the  constitutional  measures  of 
another,  which  other,  with  respect  to  those  very  measures,  is  declared  to  be  su- 
preme over  that  which  exerts  the  control.  The  States  have  no  power,  by  taxation 
or  otherwise,  to  retard,  impede,  burden,  or  in  any  manner  control,  the  operations 
of  the  constitutional  laws  enacted  by  Congress  to  carry  into  execution  the  powers 
vested  in  the  General  Government."  McCuUoch  v.  Maryland  (4  Wheat,  316, 
4  L.  ed.  579).     This  is  also  cited  in  the  case  of  U.  S.  v.  Rickert. 

There  has  been  hereinbefore  shown  that  the  Indians  whose  lands  are  being  sub- 
jected to  the  payment  of  taxes,  although  the  county  of  Thurston  may  choose  to 
call  it  something  else,  are  Indians  who  as  to  the  lands  in  question  are  incom- 
petent. It  is  also  known  to  your  department  that  these  incompetent  Indians  are 
in  need,  and  that  the  taking  from  them  any  part  of  the  income  of  the  land  in 
question  is  taking  from  them  the  very  necessities  of  life.  It  is  also  believed  that 
showing  made  evidences,  beyond  question,  that  the  taking  of  any  part  of  the 
income  from  the  land,  or  other  money  in  lieu  thereof,  is  a  violation  of  a  contract 
and  also  an  attempt  to  abrogate  by  statute  a  vested  property  right,  and  that  it  is 
in  violation  of  the  fifth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
That  is  a  denial  of  due  process  of  law.  In  the  Oklahoma  tax  cases  concerning 
the  taxation  of  allotments  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw,  and  other  tribes,  there 
has  been  established  the  fact  that  the  exemption  to  taxation  was  a  valuable 
vested  right  of  property,  to  which  the  Indian  allottee  had  as  much  right  as  he 
had  to  the  land.  That  no  part  of  the  land  could  be  taken  from  him  nor  could  the 
exemption  to  taxation  of  the  land  be  arbitrarily  abrogated.  The  grant  to  the 
Indians  was  that  their  lands  should  be  exempt  for  a  certain  period,  and  before 
that  period  had  expired  Congress  by  new  legislation  provided  that  the  lands 
should  be  subject  to  taxation.  The  counties  in  Oklahoma  then  levied  and  sought 
to  collect  taxes.  Suit  was  brought  by  the  Indians,  8,000  plaintiffs  in  1  suit 
complained  of  the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  them.     The  trial  court  and  the  Su- 
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preme  Court  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma  sustained  demurrers  to  their  complaint 
and  the  cases  were  dismissed.  But  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
entertained  error  proceedings  and  in  a  carefully  considered  hearing  rendered  an 
opinion  that  sets  at  rest  many  principles  on  behalf  of  the  Indians  and  their 
property  rights.     The  court  said : 

"The  question  in  this  case,  therefore,  is  not  whether  or  not  the  plaintiflfs  were 
parties  to  the  Atoka  agreement,  but  whether  they  had  not  acquired  rights  under 
the  Curtis  Act  which  are  now  protected  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
(671.) 

"The  Atoka  agreement,  after  declaring  that  all  land  allotted  should  be  non- 
taxable,  stipulated  further  that  each  enrolled  member  of  the  tribes  should  receive 
a  patent  framed  in  conformitj'  with  the  agreement,  and  that  each  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  who  accepted  such  patent  should  be  held  thereby  to  assent  to  the 
terms  of  this  agreement,  and  to  relinquish  all  his  right  in  the  property  formerly 
held  in  common.     (672.) 

"But  the  provision  that  the  land  should  be  nontaxable  was  a  property  right 
which  Congress  undoubtedly  had  the  power  to  grant.  The  right  fuUy  vested  in 
the  Indians  and  was  binding  upon  Oklahoma.     (673.) 

"The  patent  issued  in  pursuance  of  those  statutes  gave  the  Indian  as  good 
title  to  the  exemption  as  it  did  to  the  land  itself.  Under  the  provision  of  the 
fifth  amendment  there  was  no  more  power  to  deprive  him  of  the  exemption  than 
of  any  other  right  in  the  property.  No  statute  would  have  been  valid  which 
reduced  his  fee  to  a  life  estate,  or  attempted  to  take  from  him  10  acres,  or  50- 
acres,  or  the  timber  growing  on  the  land.  After  he  accepted  the  patent  the 
Indian  could  not  be  heard,  either  at  law  or  in  equity,  to  assert  any  claim  to  the 
common  property.  If  he  is  bound,  so  is  the  tribe  and  the  Government  when 
the  patent  was  issued.     (674.) 

"It  is  conceded  that  no  right  which  was  actually  conferred  on  the  Indians  can 
be  arbitrarily  abrogated  by  statute.     (674.) 

"  There  have  been  comparatively  few  cases  which  discuss  the  legislative  power 
over  private  property  held  by  Indians.  But  those  few  all  recognize  that  he  is 
not  excepted  from  the  protection  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  His  private 
rights  are  secured  and  enforced  in  the  same  way  as  other  residents  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  *  *  *  His  right  to  private  property  is  not  subject  to. 
impairment  by  legislative  action,  even  while  he  is,  as  a  member  of  a  tribe,  subject 
to  the  guardianship  of  the  United  States  as  to  his  political  and  personal  status. 
(677.) 

"But  there  was  no  intimation  that  the  power  of  wardship  conferred  authority 
on  Congress  to  lessen  any  of  the  rights  of  property  which  had  been  vested  in  the 
individual  Indian  by  prior  laws  or  contracts.  Such  rights  are  protected  from 
repeal  by  the  provisions  of  the  fifth  amendment. 

"The  constitution  of  Oklahoma  itself  expressly  recognizes  that  the  exemption 
here  granted  must  be  protected  until  it  is  lawfullj^  destroyed.  We  have  seen 
that  it  was  a  vested  property  right  which  could  not  be  abrogated  by  statute." 
(678-9.)     Choate  v.  Trapp  (224  U.  S.  675,  56  L.  ed.  941). 

The  facts  are  that  the  Indians  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe,  situated  as  they  are,, 
under  such  peculiar  circumstances  and  conditions  which  could  not  and  did  not 
prepare  them  with  a  knowledge  and  experience  by  which  they  could  understand 
and  meet  the  conditions  of  a  hard  competitive  agricultural  life  such  as  is  now 
existing  in  Nebraska,  are  not  only  incompetent  "within  the  terms  apphed  by  the 
Interior  Department  but  wholly  unprepared  to  take  their  titles  in  fee  and  meet 
the  aggressive'  white  with  his  arts  of  trade,  tricks  at  buying,  and  a  knowledge 
acquired  by  many  years  of  training  in  business,  and  with  whom  he  wiU  be  wholly 
unable  to  protect  himself  and  his  property.  He  therefore  needs  the  kindly 
assistance  due  him  from  his  trustee  to  return  to  him  that  which  has  been  wrong- 
fully taken  and  to  be  guided  over  the  further  period  necessary  to  fit  him  for  his 
full  emancipation  into  the  business  life  of  the  country.  The  permitting  of  the 
wrongs  suffered  has  weakened  him  in  faith  of  the  Government,  and  the  officials 
administering  his  affairs,  and  he  may,  with  much  reason,  feel  their  injustice^to 
him  and  his  property,  either  through  neglect  or  willfully,  and  it  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  continue  when  their  attention  is  called  to  the  actual  wrongs  inflicted 
and  principles  violated. 

Among  the  men  who  have  grown  able,  and  old  and  wise,  in  the  law,  and  as  a 
judge  experienced  in  the  affairs  of  Indian  life  is  Circuit  Judge  Sanborn.  In  the 
many  opinions  which  he  has  written  in  Indian  cases  there  is  much  to  be  found  which 
in  one  way  or  another  applies  to  the  claims  of  the  Indians  in  this  matter.  The  one 
statement  of  law,  from  his  opinion  in  the  case  of  United  States  v.  Bean,  253. 

26465— 30— FT  5 ^16 
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Federal  Reported  at  page  1  seems  a  fitting  principle  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  Secretary.    It  is  as  follows: 

"It  is  the  universal  rule  that  every  instrumentality  lawfully  employed  by  the 
United  States  to  execute  its  constitutional  laws  and  exercise  its  lawful  govern- 
mental authority  is  necessarily  exempt  from  State  taxation  or  interference." 
and  further, 

"These  lands  were  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States  for  these  heirs,  and  made 
one  of  the  instrumentalities  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  which  it 
puruses  its  wise  policy  of  protecting  Indians  from  the  unrestrained  greed^  rapacity, 
and  cunning  of  the  members  of  the  white  race,  and  of  seeking  to  induce  them  to 
cultivate  the  soil,  to  practice  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  become  provident  and 
useful  citizens." 

It  is  our  belief  that  it  is  the  duty,  obligation,  and  necessary  that  the  United 
States  bring  suit  to  nulify  the  act  of  Congress  of  December  16,  1916,  through 
which  taxes  are  collected  from  the  Winnebago  Indians,  and  also  recover  that 
which  has  been  wrongfully,  and  illegally  collected  from  them.  Practically  all  of 
which  has  been  taken  from  the  Indians  by  the  Federal  administration,  and  by  it 
paid  to  the  said  county  of  Thurston,  or  by  leases  which  ordinarily  require  the 
payments  of  rent  into  the  United  States  Indian  Office,  but  which  by  rule  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  are  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  renters  to  the  county 
treasurer. 

Very  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Winnebago  Indians. 

Q.  As  I  understand  it  you  got  an  enabling  act  passed  by  Congress 
permitting  you  to  go  into  the  Court  of  Claims — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  counsel  have  you  employed  if  any? — A.  The  attorney  we 
employed  was  Ralph  H.  Case  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  the  contract 
here  is  ready  to  be  executed. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Did  he  suggest  that  these  amendments  be  drawn  up? — ^A.  Not 
to  us,  but  it  was  received  by  reports  in  the  Indian  Committee  when  this 
bill  was  pending,  such  points  were  in  the  bill  but  they  were  cut  out. 

Q.  Who  is  your  Congressman  from  this  district? — A.  Eugene  Hurd. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  statement  to  make? — A.  No,  sir. 

Isaac  Gray  Hair,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Isaac  Gray  Hair? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  tribal  council? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understand  you  wish  to  say  something  on  the  tax  situation? — 
A.  I  have  been  asked  by  the  council  to  present  a  petition  that  we 
have  here  in  written  form. 

Q.  How  long  is  it? — A.  It  is  rather  a  long  one. 

Q.  We  would  like  to  have  you  make  a  brief  statement  pf  the  situa- 
tion?— A.  That  is  law  of  course  and  I  am  not  posted  on  the  law. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Who  wrote  that  for  you? — A.  Our  chairman  had  that  written 
up  by  Tom  Sloan,  an  attorney. 

Q.  You  have  gone  over  that  in  the  council,  they  are  famihar  with 
it  and  have  approved  of  it? — A.  Yes,  sir.  We  are  having  some  other 
copies  signed  up  by  the  tribe  and  council  to  submit  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  Any  other  statement? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  law  passed  by 
Congress  in  1916  and  we  fail  to  find  where  Congress  has  given  the 
Secretary,  of  the  Interior  the  right  to  insert  that  tax  clause  that  they 
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have  in  these  Government  leases,  authority  to  collect  taxes,  the  county 
here.  That  tax  clause  is  inserted  in  all  the  Government  leases.  We 
fail  to  find  any  authority  for  that  in  the  law,  and  if  they  have  no  au- 
thority to  do  that  we  want  it  taken  out  of  the  leases. 

Q.  You  understand  that  the  committee  has  no  authority  in  the 
matter,  all  we  do  is  report  our  findings  to  Congress  or  to  the  Senate. 
Is  that  all? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mrs.  Addie  Boucher,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Winnebagoes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  name  and  residence? — A.  Mrs.  Addie  Boucher.  I  live 
here  at  Winnebago. 

Q.  What  about  the  general  health  conditions  of  your  people? — 
A.  Well,  I  don't  believe  I  can  add  any  more  to  what  has  been  said  by 
Mr.  Ziebach  and  Mr.  Waltmueller.  The  conditions  as  they  represent 
them  are  very  bad  and  I  don't  believe  they  have  exaggerated  any? 

Q.  Any  statement  you  wish  to  make? — A.  I  don't  believe  I  can 
add  anything  to  what  has  been  said,  but  I  would  Hke  to  ask  for  a 
larger  appropriation  for  a  hospital  here.  Very  often  sick  Indians 
have  been  turned  away  with  the  explanation  that  there  was  not 
sufficient  funds  to  care  for  them,  and  some  of  them  have  died  later. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  a  number  of  sick  Indians 
applying  for  treatment  at  the  hospital  here  were  told  they  could  not  be 
taken  care  of  due  to  lack  of  funds  and  that  as  a  result  some  of  them 
died  shortly  after? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  rather  hard  to  believe — how  recently  has  that  occurred, 
and  can  you  give 'us  the  details  of  any  such  cases? — A.  Yes,  I  can. 
It  occurred  here  last  month.  An  Indian  woman  by  the  name  of  Fanny 
Gilbert  was  in  the  hospital;  she  was  at  the  hospital  and  she  wanted 
to  come  home  and  get  some  clothing,  and  she  was  told  that  she  would 
probably  be  there  only  that  night  because  they  did  not  consider  her 
sick  enough,  and  the  hospital  was  for  sick  people,  not  for  well. people. 

Q.  How  long  did  she  live  after  that? — A.  Two  wrecks  only. 

Q.  What  did  she  die  from? — A.  CompHcation — kidney  trouble, 
maybe — I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  the  doctor  treat  her  after  she  left  the  hospital? — A.  No, 
she  was  going  to  be  sent  away,  and  I  was  going  over  to  Superintendent 
Ziebach's  office  when  I  saw  Doctor  Fredor,  and  I  called  him  in  the 
house  and  I  told  him.  Doctor,  this  is  a  very  sick  woman;  she  has 
acted  that  way  ever  since  her  husband  died  about  six  or  seven  months 
ago.  A  short  while  ago  she  was  found  wandering  out  east  of  here  in 
her  night  shirt  at  night.  I  said  there  is  something  radically  wrong 
with  her,  and  she  does  not  know  what  it  is,  but  she  says  she  feels  dif- 
ferent than  she  used  to,  trembhng  all  over,  and  she  said  she  was  sick 
and  part  blind  from  trachoma,  and  she  wanted  to  stay  a  few  days 
under  observation  and  see  if  they  could  help  her,  and  the  doctor  said 
there  was  an  order  from  Mr.  Ziebach  she  could  not  stay  because 
there  was  only  sufficient  funds  to  take  care  of  only  the  very  sick 
Indians. 
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Senator  Frazier.  If  any  of  you  Indians  here  have  any  complaints 
to  make  we  want  you  to  feel  free  to  testify  here  and  not  be  afraid  to 
come  up  here  and  tell  it.  The  committee  came  here  to  get  the  facts, 
and  we  want  to  hear  from  you.    Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases? 

A.  I  just  can't  remember  any  now.  I  have  heard  that  others 
were  turned  away,  but  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Q.  Does  the  doctor  here  go  out  to  visit  sick  Indians  when  he  is 
called? — A.  This  doctor  we  have  now  does,  but  the  former  doctor 
often  refused.  The  doctor  we  have  now  goes  out  to  visit  the  sick 
Indians. 

Q.  Any  further  statement? — A.  Children  coming  to  the  hospital 
with  contagious  diseases  are  turned  away  because  they  have  no  place 
to  isolate  them,  which  results  in  a  higher  death  rate  than  otherwise. 
Of  course,  there  is  a  new  addition  to  be  built  to  the  present  hospital 
to  take  care  of  tubercular  people,  as  they  told  you  about,  but  recently 
there  have  been  a  number  of  deaths  which  might  not  have  occurred 
if  they  had  the  facilities  to  take  care  of  them.  There  is  only  A 
small  percentage  of  them  in  sanitariums,  and  with  no  place  on 
the  reservation  to  take  care  of  them  and  a  large  number  of  cases 
makes  it  a  very  serious  problem.  We  should  have  an  X-ray  machine 
at  the  hospital  and  more  complete  equipment  for  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment. We  are  better  equipped  than  we  were  two  years  ago  but  have 
not  got  what  is  needed.  Very  often  sick  people  have  to  be  taken  to 
Sioux  City  and  returned  in  order  that  a  proper  diagnosis  might  be 
made,  and  I  believe  lives  could  have  been  saved  if  they  had  the 
equipment  here  to  make  a  proper  diagnosis  instead  of  having  sick 
people  go  to  Sioux  City  and  back. 

I  remember  one  woman  at  the  hospital  here  a  year  ago  last  April; 
she  had  hurt  her  knee  when  she  fell;  she  claimed  she  did  not  know 
the  exact  place ;  she  laid  in  the  hospital  here  for  two  months  and  one 
week  before  she  was  taken  to  Sioux  City  to  have  an  X  ray  taken,  and 
she  was  very  much  exhausted  when  she  got  there;  the  attendant  with 
her  wanted  to  bring  her  back  the  same  day  but  the  Sioux  City  doctors 
advised  that  she  stay,  and  she  was  there  in  the  hospital  at  Sioux 
Citj^  for  three  weeks,  and  she  was  returned  here  to  the  local  hospital 
and  they  operated  on  her  twice;  the  last  operation  they  amputated 
the  limb  just  above  the  knee  and  the  woman  died  nine  hours  after 
the  operation.  Another  suggestion  I  wish  to  make  is  that  the  hos- 
pital nurses  be  graduate  nurses.  At  present  we  have  only  one 
graduate  nurse  and  three  practical  nurses  at  the  hospital.  One  of 
these  practical  nurses  is  left  in  charge  at  night,  and  I  think  there 
should  be  a  graduate  nurse  on  at  night  because  the  woman  is  left  all 
alone  in  the  building  without,  a  telephone  connection  and  many 
times  when  an  emergency  arises  she  is  forced  to  use  her  own  judgment. 

Q.  You  say  there  is  no  telephone  connection  with  the  doctor? — A. 
No ;  there  is  not.  In  case  the  doctoris  needed  she  would  either  have 
to  wake  a  patient  up  or  call  some  one  else  to  get  a  doctor,  and  the 
patient  may  die  in  the  meantime.  I  would  also  urge  that  not  only  at 
Winnebago  but  throughout  the  service  that  physicians  be  employed 
who  are  capable  of  managing  the  liospital;  a  doctor  should  be  able  to 
make  his  own  decisions  and  not  leave  such  matters  to  the  judgment 
of  the  head  nurse. 
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By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  One  of  the  troubles  we  find  is  that  the  Government  does  not 
pay  enough  to  get  the  right  kind  of  doctors. — A.  Well,  I  believe  if  a 
man  is  appointed  to  the  head  of  an  institution  he  should  be  a  capable 
man. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  moral  conditions  among  the 
Indians  here? — A.  Very  bad,  and  a  great  deal  of  drinking  going  on. 

Q.  Has  any  effort  been  made  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  among 
the  Indians? — A.  Well,  I  know  the  Government  officials  here  have 
tried;  but  the  Indian  people  here  have  to  suffer  for  that  because  it 
takes  them  aw^ay  from  their  work,  and  when  Indians  go  to  the  oflice 
on  business  they  have  to  wait  because  the  officers  are  out  trying  to 
suppress  the  liquor  traffic. 

Q.  How  about  bootlegging  in  the  towns  around  close  to  the  reser- 
vation; is  there  much  of  it? — A.  I  guess  there  is. 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  is  considerable  hooch  and  home  brew  made 
on  the  reservation? — A.  I  think  there  is;  there  is  a  lot  of  drinking 
all  the  time. 

Q.  Do  the  Indians  themselves  make  moonshine? — A.  I  think  they 
•do,  and  we  have  our  bootleggers,  too. 

Q.  Both  Indian  and  white  bootleggers? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  there  more  drinking  and  bootlegging  since  prohibition  went 
into  effect  than  before? — A.  Yes,  considerably  more. 

Q.  Conditions  are  woi-se  since  prohibition? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Another 
suggestion  I  have  to  make  is  that  I  believe  it  would  be  a  good  plan 
to  appoint  some  very  wise  and  intelHgent  person  to  go  to  the  Govern- 
ment schools  and  instruct  the  young  men  in  the  right  mode  of  Hving 
and  the  consequence  of  immorafity  and  drink.  I  beUeve  that  our 
young  people  should  be  given  the  right  kind  of  instruction  on  this 
very  serious  problem. 

By  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  Do  the  Indian  children  attend  school  regularly  and  do  they 
get  along  pretty  well? — A.  Practically  all  children  of  school  age 
attend  school  here;  of  course  I  don't  know  about  the  whole  reserva- 
tion. They  are  getting  along  in  school  all  right  as  far  as  I  know,  but 
I  do  not  think  the  Government  schools  teach  them  the  right  things; 
for  instance,  they  are  not  taught  that  they  are  capable  of  establishing 
themselves  in  business;  they  only  attend  school  about  three  hours  a 
day  and  work  the  rest  of  the  day  and  when  they  come  out  of  school 
they  are  not  fitted  for  any  fine  of  work. 

Q.  You  befieve  they  should  have  vocational  training  in  the  school 
«o  that  they  will  be  prepared  to  do  something  after  they  leave 
school? — A.  Yes;  I  believe  if  a  child  is  incfined  to  a  certain  trade 
that  he  should  be  taught  that  trade  instead  of  trying  to  put  him 
through  school. 

Q.  Is  that  aU?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

State  of  Nebraska, 
Thurston  County,  ss: 

I,  Walter  Tebo,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  attended 
school  at  Geona,  Nebraska,  an  Indian  school;  that  during  the  time  I  was  in 
attendance  at  said  school,  Sam  B.  Davis  was  the  superintendent  in  charge  of  the 
school. 

I  was  then  14  years  of  age;  myself  and  Ray  Twin,  a  Winnebago  boy,  were 
ordered  by  the  said  superintendent  to  haul  some  barrels;  were  given  a  spirited 
team  to  use;  while  we  were  loading  the  barrels,  Mr.  Davis  came  in  sight  of  the 
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team  carrying  an  umbrella,  the  team  was  frightened  and  ran  away.  Because  the 
team  ran  away,  Ray  and  I  were  punished  by  Mr.  Davis  as  follows:  Ray  Twin 
was  punished  a  little  more  severely  than  I  as  he  was  a  little  older  and  possibly 
had  more  nerve  and  did  not  cry  so  hard;  each  of  us  were  compelled  to  bare  our 
arms  above  the  elbows  and  each  was  given  20  blows  on  each  arm  by  Mr.  Davis, 
being  struck  with  a  heavy  strap  about  3  feet  long  attached  to  a  wooden  handle; 
the  skin,  especially  on  our  fingers,  was  broken  and  bled  freely;  we  were,  however, 
required  to  do  our  daily  work  thereafter  just  the  same  as  though  we  were  well 
and  able  to  work. 

While  there  he  knew  of  many  children  being  brutally  punished.  The  lot  of 
the  children  who  attended  school  there  was  somewhat  softened  by  the  kindness 
of  a  Mr.  Williamson,  who  helped  and  sympathized  with  us  as  much  as  he  dared 
to.  He  wishes  that  you  honorable  gentlemen  might  see  that  an  honest  investi- 
gation of  Mr.  Davis's  actions  and  doings  as  superintendent  of  said  school  might 
be  had. 

Roy  Baker,  Tom  Armell,  Howard  McKee,  Joe  Walker,  Paul  Decora,  Alic& 
Twin,  Leon  Ricehill,  Peter  Rave,  Charles  Earth,  Morris  Sharpback,  Reed  White- 
hawk,  and  many  other  students  of  said  school,  would,  I  believe  tell  of  brutal 
treatment  received  by  them  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Davis. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  192^. 

,  Notary  Public. 

Approved  by  Winnebago  Tribal  Council. 

Addie  Boucher,  Secretary. 


State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County ^  ss: 
Walter  Teobo,  a  member  of  the  Winebago  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Nebraska, 
being  first  duly  sworn,  says  that  his  mother-in-law  Shawinkaw  Snyder  is  a  woman 
65  years  of  age;  is  nearly  blind  and  is  wholly  incompetent  to  manage  her  own 
business;  that  she  owns  an  80-acre  improved  farm  about  6  miles  northeast  of 
Thurston,  Nebr.;  that  it  was  leased  by  the  Winnebago  Indian  office  for  a  term 
of  three  years,  the  said  lease  expiring  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1927;  that  there 
was  $100  deducted  from  the  consideration  to  be  paid  her  for  the  rent  of  said 
farm  for  which  the  tenant  was  to  dig  a  well  on  the  premises  and  put  a  pump  in 
the  said  well;  that  the  well  was  not  dug;  that  the  tenants  who  occupied  the  land 
during  the  term  of  said  lease  removed  from  the  farm  130  rods  of  hog  wire  that 
was  on  the  place  when  they  took  possession  and  destroyed  a  corn  crib  and  removed 
all  the  inside  of  the  barn  on  said  farm,  and  have  not  paid  to  the  owner  of  the  land 
any  of  the  damage  they  did  by  destruction  of  property  and  violation  of  covenants 
contained  in  the  said  lease. 


Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  1929. 

— ,  Notary  Public. 

Approved  by  Winnebago  Tribal  Council. 

Addie  Boucher,  Secretary. 


State  op  Nebraska, 
Thurston  County,  ss: 

John  Redhorn,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  Winnebago 
Tribe  of  Indians  of  Nebraska,  under  supervision  of  the  Indian  officials  of  the 
Winnebago  Indian  Agency;  that  about  10  years  ago,  and  just  before  Superin- 
tendent Monroe  was  transferred  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Monroe  that  he  had  $3,250 
on  deposit;  that  soon  after  Superintendent  F.  T.  Mann  took  charge  of  the  Winne- 
bago Agency  he  called  on  Mr.  Mann,  received  from  Mr.  Mann  an  allowance  of 
$50  and  $50  with  which  to  buy  clothing;  that  at  the  time  he  drew  the  allowance 
and  money  with  which  to  buy  himself  clothing,  he  asked  Mr.  Mann  how  much  he 
still  had  to  his  credit,  he  was  first  told  by  Mr.  Mann,  "I  have  just  arrived  and 
have  not  had  time  to  look  into  anything,  that  I  will  do  so  and  let  you  know  how 
much  you  have";  that  thereafter  Mr.  Mann  informed  him  that  he  had  $2,750 
to  his  credit. 

That  he  respectfully  asks  that  his  account  be  audited  and  if  it  is  found  that  any 
error  has  been  made  that  it  be  corrected. 


Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  1929. 

,  Notary  Public. 

Approved  by  Winnebago  Tribal  Council. 

Addie  Boucher,  Secretary. 
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State  of  Nebraska. 
Thurston  County,  ss: 

Amy  Snow,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  oath,  says  that  her  mother,  Hattie  James^ 
fell,  injured  her  knee,  I  took  care  of  her  for  three  days  then  took  her  to  the  agency 
hospital  expecting  the  doctor  to  take  care  of  her  and  expecting  that  she  would 
receive  proper  attention  by  the  nurses  at  the  hospital. 

All  that  Doctor  Moore,  doctor  in  charge,  did  was  to  put  a  bandage  on  her  knee, 
letting  her  remain  in  bed  there  for  two  months  without  doing  anything  for  her; 
during  this  time  she  was  growing  weaker  all  the  while.  The  doctor  said  he  could 
not  do  anything  more  without  having  an  X-ray  examination  made. 

I  did  not  have  the  funds  to  do  as  the  doctor  suggested,  for  some  time;  I  finally 
procured  funds  with  which  to  have  the  examination  made;  was  then  advised  that 
my  mother  was  too  weak  to  make  the  trip  to  Sioux  city.  However,  we,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  mission,  took  her  to  Sioux  City;  had  an  examination  made. 
She  remained  in  Sioux  City  Hospital  for  three  weeks  during  which  time  she  gained 
in  health.  She  was  operated  on  in  Sioux  City,  and  a  cast  put  on  the  knee;  that 
without  my  consent  or  knowledge,  she  was  returned  to  the  Winnebago  Hospital. 
Here  her  leg  was  amputated.     She  died  nine  hours  after  the  last  operation. 

My  mother  told  me  she  was  neglected  by  the  nurses  in  the  Winnebago  Hospital, 
and  that  her  suffering  could  have  been  lessened  very  much  by  proper  care  and 
attention;  that  on  one  occasion,  her  bed  was  not  changed,  when  there  was  special 
reason  why  it  should  be;  for  more  than  two  hours  after  the  nurse  was  informed 
of  the  condition.  The  second  time  the  same  thing  occurred  and  my  mother  was 
chilled. 


Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  1929^ 

,  Notary  Public. 

Approved  by  Winnebago  Indian  Council. 

Addie  Boucher,  Secretary. 


State  op  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County^  ss: 

Ida  Baker,  a  member  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Nebraska,  being 
first  duly  sworn,  states: 

While  my  parents  lived  they  maintained  a  home  on  land  owned  by  them. 
Myself  and  brother  and  sister  lived  at  the  home  of  our  parents;  after  the  death 
of  our  parents  the  home  place  was  leased  for  a  term  of  three  years  and  we  were 
compelled  to  vacate.  The  personal  property,  consisting  "of  household  goods, 
team,  and  farm  implements  were  all  sold,  the  land  being  leased  and  said  property 
being  disposed  of  without  the  consent  of  myself  and  other  heirs  of  my  deceased 
mother  and  father. 

The  said  lease  which  was  made  for  three  years  expired  March  1,  1929.  About 
the  time  the  said  lease  expired  we  were  offered  $6  an  acre  for  the  place  by  a  man 
named  McMahan.  The  clerks  at  the  Winnebago  oflQce  refused  to  allow  us  to 
lease  to  him,  but  allowed  the  tenant  on  the  place  to  remain  there,  and  we  are 
informed  that  the  present  tenant  is  to  pay  not  over  $4.25  an  acre.  If  we  were 
to  be  consulted  and  have  our  wishes  considered  in  the  matter,  we  would  lease 
the  land  and  reserve  the  house  as  we  have  no  home  in  which  to  live,  as  neither 
of  us,  the  heirs,  own  a  home  and  are  compelled  to  drift  around  from  place  to 
place. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  1929. 

,  Notary  Public. 

Approved  by  Winnebago  Tribal  Council. 

Addie  Boucher,  Secretary. 


State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 

Maggie  Smith,  a  member  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Nebraska* 

being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  savs  that  on  or  about  three  years  prior  to 

this  date  my  daughter,  who  at  that  time  was  about  three  years  of  age,  was 

burned  badly;  sent  for  the  agency  doctor,  who  lived  about  two  blocks  from  our 


2120      SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 

home;  he  did  not  come  until  an  employee  of  the  mission  wrote  him.  When  he 
came  he  took  the  bandage  off  of  the  child's  back,  but  did  not  do  anything  for  it. 
We  asked  one  of  the  mission  employees  to  come  to  our  home  again,  which  they 
did,  and  again  dressed  the  wound.  The  doctor  never  did  come  back  again  until 
the  child  was  dying,  which  was  nearly  a  month  after  she  was  burned. 

About  two  years  ago  our  son,  then  three  years  old,  was  taken  sick;  we  sent 
for  the  doctor  twice,  he  did  not  come;  I  then  reported  the  matter  to  Supt.  F.  T. 
Mann,  who  ordered  the  doctor  to  call  on  our  sick  son.  The  doctor  said  the 
child  had  nothing  wrong  with  him  except  trouble  from  his  teeth.  The  child  at 
that  time  had  a  temperature  of  103°  and  was  very  sick,  we  took  liim  to  the 
mission;  the  nurse  at  the  mission  said  the  child  had  bronchitis;  the  mission  people 
cared  for  the  child  nine  days,  when  it  was  well  enough  to  be  taken  home  again. 

One  year  ago  our  daughter  Geneva  was  sick;  we  sent  her  to  the  hospital;  doctor 
in  charge  told  her  there  was  nothing  serious  wrong  with  her;  we  took  her  to  the 
mission  people,  who  took  her  to  the  mission;  they  took  her  to  Sioux  City,  had 
her  examined;  she  had  T.  B.  She  is  now  in  charge  of  the  State  Hospital  at 
Kearney,  Nebr. 

Maggie  Smith. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  1929. 

D.  D.  Whitcomb,  Notary  Public. 


State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 
Ella  Free,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saj's  that  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Winnebago  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Nebraska;  that  about  one  week  before  the  death 
of  Fannie  Gilbert,  a  deceased  Winnebago  Indian,  she  and  Fannie  were  at  the 
Winnebago  Hospital,  at  which  time  Fannie  asked  to  be  admitted  to  the  hospital 
for  treatment;  that  Fannie  was  told  by  Miss  Grant,  a  nurse  at  the  hospital,  that 
she  was  not  sick  enough  to  entitle  her  to  admittance. 

Ella  Free. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July,  1929. 
[seal.]  David  St.  Cyr,  Notary  Public. 

Affiant  states  further,  that  the  said  Fannie  Gilbert  while  at  the  hospital  on  the 
occasion  above  mentioned,  was  taken  very  sick  and  was  admitted;  that  while 
the  said  Fannie  Gilbert  was  in  the  hospital,  during  her  last  illness  she  was  not 
properly  attended  to,  and  was  allowed  to  fall  out  of  bed  several  times,  causing 
injury  to  an  extent  that  her  body  was  covered  with  many  blue  spots. 

Ella  Free. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July,  1929. 
[seal.]  David  St.  Cyr,  Notary  Public. 


State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 

Charles  English,  being  first  duly  sworn,  states  that  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Nebraska  tribe  of  Winnebago  Indians;  that  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  1929,  he 
took  his  daughter,  Virginia  English,  to  the  Winnebago  Hospital;  that  the  doctor 
after  an  examination  stated  that  Virginia  had  fractured  her  ankle  and  told  him  to 
leave  here  there,  because  she  was  not  able  to  walk.  When  Mrs.  Joe  Lamere,  jr., 
came  on  duty  as  night  nurse  she  ordered  Virginia  to  go  home;  Eleizabeth  English, 
a  sister  of  Virginia,  informed  the  doctor  of  the  order,  made  by  Mrs.  Lamere;  the 
doctor  ordered  that  Virginia  remain  in  the  hospital. 

Charles  English. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July,  1929. 

[seal.]  David  St.  Cyr,  Notary  Public. 


State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 
The  undersigned,  being  first  duly  sworn,  states  that  she  is  a  Winnebago 
Indian;  that  her  husband  was  kiUed  by  John  Snake,  a  member  of  the  Winnebago 
Tribe  of  Indians  of  Nebraska;  that  the  said  Snake  plead  guilty  to  manslaughter 
and  was  by  the  District  Court  of  Thurston  County,  Nebr.,  sentenced  to  a  term 
in  the  penitentiary  of  Nebraska. 
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That  the  said  Snake  has  property  which  is  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States; 
that  she  lias  asked  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  make  settle- 
ment between  her  and  the  said  Snake,  for  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  the 
loss  of  her.  said  husband;  that  she  has  twice  written  the  said  commissioner's 
office  and  has  not  as  yet  received  an}-  reply. 

That  she  is  without  means  whereby  to  carry  her  matter  on  in  the  State  courts, 
and  that  she  would  be  powerless  to  recover  on  any  judgment  she  might  obtain 
in  State  courts,  the  property  of  the  said  Snake  being  held  in  trust  by  the  Gov- 
ernment; that  she  believes  if  an  effort  was  made  by  the  honorable  commissioner 
that  the  said  Snake  would  offer  to  make  a  settlement  with  her  through  the  com- 
missioner's office  that  would  be  just  and  equitable  to  both  parties. 

The  affiant  respectfully  asks  that  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  make  an  effort  to  obtain  from  the  said  Snake  such  a  settlement  of  her 
cause  of  action  as  would  be  just  and  equitable. 

Lena  White. 

Subscribed' in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  1929. 
[seal.]  R.  N.  Linkswiler,  Notary  Public. 


State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 

I,  Albert  Walker,  a  member  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Indians,  62  years  of 
age,  being  dulj^  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  in  the  first  place  our  chiefs  told  us  what 
to  do  and  transacted  our  business  for  us;  later  the  Great  Father  asked  us  to  have 
a  white  man  who  would  help  us  protect  ourselves  and  that  this  white  man  would 
see  that  our  property  was  not  unlawfully  taken  from  us,  promising  us  that  he  would 
make  rules  and  regulations  directing  the  white  man  how  to  do  our  business. 

The  first  of  the  rules  and  regulations  we  had  to  contend  with  was  in  regard 
to  how  we  should  lease  our  lands  to  the  white  people;  these  first  rules  were  not  so 
bad.  Under  them  we  could  talk  with  the  man  to  whom  we  desired  to  lease  our 
land,  agree  with  him  as  to  how  much  he  should  pay  and  when  he  would  pay  it,  etc. 

About  the  year  1910  more  rules  and  regulations  were  made  under  them. 
We  do  not  have  anything  to  say  about  who  leases  our  land  or  how  much  they 
pay  for  it  under  the  present  rules  of  leasing  land;  many  of  the  Indians,  my  wife 
is  one  of  them,  has  not  received  the  first  payment  of  rent  due  for  the  year  1929. 

So,  it  seems  to  me  that  instead  of  being  given  more  liberty  we  are  being  bound 
tighter  and  tighter. 

I  ask  that  I  be  given  the  right  to  transact  all  of  my  business  and  that  of  my 
wife;  relieved  from  all  rules  and  regulations  of  the  office  of  the  honorable  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs. 

Albert  Walkera, 

Subscribed  in  my  presence,  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  1929. 
[seal.]  D.   D.   Whitcomb,  Notary  Public. 

State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 

Whirling  Thunder,  being  first  duly  sworn  upon  oath,  deposes  and  says  that  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Indians,  of  Nebraska;  that  while  I  am 
79  years  of  age,  I  am  thankful  to  be  able  to  say  that  I  am  enjoying  good  health 
and  still  have  my  full  mental  powers;  that  I  came  to  this  reservation  with  the 
tribe  in  the  sixties;  that  soon  after  I  came  here,  I  began  farming,  and  have 
farmed  every  year  since;  that  I  am  now  operating  a  farm  on  land  allotted  to  me  un- 
der the  act  of  February  8, 1887;  that  I  have  builded  on  my  said  allotment  a  5-room 
house,  a  barn  building,  six  head  of  horses,  and  other  necessary  farm  buildings; 
that  I  have  had  my  farm  stocked  with  cattle,  hogs,  chickens,  and  horses,  most 
of  the  time  since  I  have  been  farming.  That  I  have  alwaj^s  transacted  all  of  my 
own  business  in  connection  with  the  management  of  my  farm,  and  feel  that  I  am 
competent  to  transact  any  ordinary  business.  Among  other  things  in  the  line 
of  business  transacted  by  me  I  have  at  different  times  obligated  myself  at  the 
different  stores  in  the  village  of  Winnebago,  Nebr.,  and  surrounding  villages; 
that  I  have  at  all  time  paid  my  obfigations  and  desire  to  continue  to  do  so. 

That  my  wife  and  I,  between  us,  own  about  400  acres  of  Thurston  County  land; 
that  my  wife  recently  sold  through  the  office  31  acres  of  her  land,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  is  now  under  the  supervision  of  the  superintendent  at  the  Winnebago- 
Agency, 
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That  the  affiant  and  his  wife  are  indebted  to  Horak  Bros.,  merchants  in  the 
village  of  Winnebago,  Nebr.,  in  the  sum  of  $365.12,  and  we  desire  that  it  be  paid; 
we  have  on  two  occasions,  on  May  6  and  13,  1929,  requested  the  superintendent 
to  pay  Horak  Bros,  the  debt  we  owe  them;  that  it  has  not  been  paid. 

Whirling  (his  thumb  mark)  Thunder. 
Witness  to  mark: 

David  St.  Cyr,  Frank  T.  Thunder. 
Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July,  1929. 
[seal.]  David  St.  Cyr,  Notary  Public. 


State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 

In  re  taxes  paid: 

Daniel  Wolf,  being  first  duly  sworn,  states  that  he  is  one  of  the  heirs  of  Mrs. 
Wolf,  deceased,  and  inherited  from  her  an  interest  in  80  acres  of  agricultural  land; 
that  the  land  was  leased  through  the  Indian  Office,  the  lease  being  now  in  force; 
that  the  lease,  unknown  to  the  affiant,  contained  a  provision  providing  that  a 
2-room  house  be  built  on  the  premises  and  $60  be  deducted  from  the  annual 
rental  each  year  to  pay  for  the  house;  that  after  the  $60  is  deducted  from  the 
annual  rental  and  the  taxes  are  paid,  there  is  nothing  left;  that  he  believes  all 
leases  made  through  the  office  should  be  read  to  the  Indian  who  is  going  to  sign 
them,  especially  those  who  can  not  read  or  understand  the  English  language. 

Daniel  (his  thumb  mark)  Wolf. 

Witness  to  mark: 
David  St.  Cyr. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July,  1929. 

[seal.]  ©avid  St.  Cyr,  Notary  Public. 


State  of  Nebraska. 

Thurston  County;  ss: 
John  Whitebeaver,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  about  10  years 
ago  and  during  the  time  F.  T.  Mann  was  superintendent  at  the  Winnebago  Agency 
and  Mr.  Gumm  was  farmer,  Taylor  Whitebeaver,  father  of  affiant,  who  is  about 
80  years,  leased  his  land  through  the  Indian  office,  for  which  he  was  to  have 
received  $480.  That  no  part  of  the  same  has  been  paid;  that  affiant  was  told 
by  the  said  superintendent  and  farmer  that  the  Thurston  State  Bank  of  Thurston, 
Nebr.,  had  taken  from  the  lessee  all  the  property  he  had;  that  bondsmen  of  the 
lessee  were  not  responsible  but  the  lessee  was  still  in  Thurston  County,  Nebr., 
and  if  he  ever  accumulated  any  property  he  would  be  compelled  to  pay  the  sum 
due  affiant's  father. 

John  White  Beaver. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July,  1929. 
[seal.]  David  St.  Cyr, 

Notary  Public. 

Charles  Raymond,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  Your  name  is  Charles  Raymond? — A.  Sure. 

Q.  Your  are  chairman  of  the  council  here? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  council  here? — A.  Since 
November  27,  1927. 

Senator  Frazier.  Any  time  you  wish  to  ask  any  questions  of  the 
witness,  Mr.  Ziebach,  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so.  I  want  you  to  feel 
that  you  have  that  right. 

Mr.  Ziebach.  Thank  you.  There  is  just  one  point  I  mi^ht  men- 
tion which  was  brought  out  by  Mrs.  Boucher,  she  spoke  about  the 
expense  and  time  it  takes  going  to  Sioux  City  to  have  X  rays  taken. 
We  have  overcome  that  now  as  we  are  installing  a  $3,000  X-ray  ma- 
chine and  it  will  be  ready  in  a  short  time. 
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Q.  I  understand  you  wish  to  make  a  statement  about  the  condi- 
tions on  this  reservation? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Go  ahead,  make  it  as  brief  as  possible  because  we  are  in  a 
hurry. — A.  I  am  glad  I  have  this  opportunity  of  expressing  what  I 
have  to  say  before  you  gentlemen  here.  I  know  a  little  about  the 
condition  of  our  past  affairs  and  I  have  two  things  I  would  like  to 
speak  of  and  I  don't  know  which  one  to  bring  up  first. 

Q.  Either  one  of  them? 

Q.  Either  one  of  them. — A.  One  of  the  things  I  wish  to  bring  up 
is  in  regard  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Genoa  school,  Mr.  Sam  B. 
Davis,  I  believe  that  matter  has  been  investigated  on  and  already 
reported  to  the  authorities. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  a  few  questions;  you  are  speaking  now  about 
the  Genoa  School? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  complaint  have  you  to  make  about  the  Genoa  School? 
A.  I  am  starting  to  speak  about  Mr.  Davis. 

Q.  Your  complaint  is  about  Mr.  Davis? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  children  attend  the  Genoa  School? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  did  they  treat  them  while  there? — A.  Well,  Ole  Chebo  and 
John  Ray  Twin  one  day  were  ordered  to  haul  some  barrels  at  the 
apple  orchard,  and  the  horses  were  unmanageable — they  were  a  good 
lively  team  and  this  young  man  could  not  hold  them  until  they  got 
to  the  barn  and  they  ran  away.  He  was  only  14  years  old,  and  he 
could  not  hold  them  and  they  run  until  they  got  to  the  barn,  and  he 
testified  that  Mr.  Davis  gave  him  a  beating. 

Q.  Is  that  boy  here  now? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Can  you  get  him  here  this  afternoon,  if  you  can  bring  him  in? 
We  would  like  to  hear  him  tell  his  story. — A.  I  will  try  to.  When  he 
told  me  I  made  a  report  of  what  he  was  punished  with.  I  think  it 
was  a  stick  about  that  long,  made  out  of  hardwood  about  1%  inches 
round  and  covered  with  harness  leather  about  2  feet  on  the  end  and 
then  about  the  thickness  of  my  finger  there. 

Q.  A  string  from  harness  leather  you  mean? — A.  Yes,  and  besides 
that  they  had  a  harness  tug  about  3  feet  long,  about  a  half  inch  thick, 
and  about  Iji  inches  wide. 

Q.  They  used  those  to  whip  the  boys  with? — A.  Yes;  that  is  how 
Mr.  Davis  did,  and  Mr.  Sloan  has  them  in  his  possession;  I  see  them 
here  in  town.  This  young  man  that  made  the  report  yesterday  said 
he  made  him  roll  up  his  sleeves  and  he  gave  him  20  lashes  on  each  side. 

Q.  Have  that  young  man  in  here  this  afternoon  so  we  can  get  his 
story. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  children  at  that  school? — A.  Yes.  Johnson,  the 
lease  clerk  that  we  had  here,  he  was  there;  he  heard  it.  My  boy  was 
a  good  boy  but  they  beat  him  and  made  a  wayward  boy  out  of  him 
because  he  was  misused. 

Q.  He  ran  away  from  the  school  because  he  was  misused? — A.  Yes. 
Mr.  Waltmueller  can  tell  you  that  that  boy  was  a  good  Christian  boy 
when  he  was  in  school  here. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now?— A.  In  the  Navy. 

Q.  How  old  is  he? — A.  Nineteen. 


2124      SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 

Q.  Any  other  statement  you  want  to  make? — A.  We  have  some 
affidavits  I  would  like  to  present  this  afternoon,  and  I  would  like 
to  make  this  statement:  In  the  early  days  when  the  first  Winneba- 
goes  came  here,  Capt.  F.  F.  Leamang  made  an  allotment — I  think 
it  was  554;  the  allotment  was  made,  I  think,  October  18,  1869,  and 
before  that  time — yes,  for  years — those  Indians  had  been  pretty  much 
Indian  names,  and  in  1871  when  they  were  given  patent  to  them 
they  were  given  English  names,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  Indians 
would  forget  the  English  word;  and  they  did  not  get  their  land 
because  they  could  not  give  the  English  name  they  got.  Now,  Mrs. 
Fletcher  came  in  1887  and  she  made  a  report  on  that;  there  was 
207  names,  patents  in  fee  were  issued  to  fictitious  persons;  that  is  the 
report  she  made,  and  that  land  has  never  been  deposited  in  the 
Government  and  that  can  be  given  allotment  to  other  persons. 

Q.  Mrs.  Flether,  you  say,  made  a  report  that  207  were  fictitious 
persons? — A.  Yes;  and  the  head  chief  called  in  the  council  and  they 
introduced  it  under  Major  White;  these  names  were  correct  and  these 
persons  were  living  here  in  those  days. 

Q.  You  say  your  chief  made  a  statement  to  Major  White  that  those 
persons  were  living  here  in  those  days? — A.  Yes;  I  will  read  it  to  you. 

Winnebago  Agency,  Nebr., 

January  SO,  1871. 

We,  the  Chief  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Indians,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
persons  whose  names  are  denominated  in  the  foregoing  schedules  are  the  names 
of  Indians  who  are  members  of  the  Winnebago  band. 

Q.  There  are  a  lot  of  names  listed  here  that  was  intended  to  certify 
that  a  certain  number  of  people  who  were  supposedly  Indians  were 
^ven  American  names  and  were  members  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe,, 
is  that  right? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Any  other  statement  you  want  to  make? — A.  We  would  like 
to  have  you  make  this  report  as  a  lot  of  these  Indians  have  lost  their 
allotment  and  some  of  their  relatives  are  still  living  here  on  this 
reservation.  There  is  a  man  named  John  Lennon,  his  Indian  name 
was  Wa  Cho  Ga  Ne,  his  name  is  among  the  fictitious,  and  they  made 
an  allotment  to  a  man  named  Da  Che  Wo  Gu,  age  70,  at  that  time 
he  had  a  wife,  he  married  Mrs.  Henry  Horse,  50  years  old,  and — ^ 

Q.  I  tell  you  what  you  better  do  in  order  to  get  this  complete  in 
the  record.  You  better  have  a  statement  prepared  setting  forth 
what  you  want  and  send  it  to  Senator  Frazier,  care  of  Indian  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  and  we  will  put  it  in  the  record? — A.  About  those 
claims? 

Q.  Yes.  Then  we  can  put  it  all  in  the  record  and  take  time  to 
check  it  up  when  we  get  back  to  W^ashington.  You  can  do  that 
can't  you? — A.  I  think  I  can,  a  good  many  Indians  come  to  me  and 
speak  about  it  that  they  lost  their  land  that  way. 

Q.  You  give  us  a  list  of  the  Indians  who  lost  their  land  in  that 
way  and  if  necessary  take  it  up  with  the  agency  and  check  up  on  it 
and  prepare  a  statement  and  send  it  to  Senator  Frazier  and  we  will 
be  glad  to  take  it  up  in  Washington.  Have  you  any  other  statement 
to  make? — A.  I  have  some  more,  yes.  I  have  some  affidavits  I  want 
to  give  to  the  committee  but  those  parties  are  not  here,  they  will  be 
here  this  afternoon. 

(A  recess  was  then  taken  at  12  noon  to  1.15  p.  m.,  at  which  time  the 
hearing  was  called  to  order  by  Senator  Frazier,  all  parties  being 
present.) 
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Edward  Blackfish,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Dan  Blackfish? — A.  No,  Edward  Blackfish. 

Q.  Where  do  you  five? — A.  Thurston,  Nebr. 

Q.  I  understand  you  went  to  school  at  Genoa? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  the  boarding  school  there? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  want  to  make  about  that  school? — A. 
When  I  was  there  they  treated  us  pretty  mean,  the  superintendent 
there. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  go  there? — A.  Ten  years  to  school. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  How  did  he  treat  you  while  you  were  there? — A.  Whipped  us 
and  beat  us. 

Q.  Did  you  deserve  it? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  did  he  whip  you  for? — A.  Because  I  was  playing  around 
the  horse  barn. 

Q.  What  did  he  whip  you  with? — A.  A  piece  of  harness  tug. 

Q.  Did  he  hurt  you  very  much? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Make  cuts  on  you  so  it  bled? — A.  Yes,  bruises  on  my  arm,  black 
and  blue  afterwards. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  students  did  he  beat  up? — A.  Quite  a  few. 

Q.  What  did  they  get  beat  up  for,  generally? — A.  Playing  around 
there,  there  was  a  stallion  around  there  and  he  thought  we  were 
throwing  stones  at  it,  it  happened  he  caught  us  around  there  and  he 
thought  we  did  it  and  whipped  us. 

Q.  Did  he  whip  any  of  the  other  students  at  that  time? — A.  I 
don't  remember,  he  only  whipped  me  that  once. 

Q.  Did  he  whip  any  others  there? — A.  I  remember  one  time  he 
hit  one  little  boy  over  the  head  with  his  cane. 

Q.  What  is  that  boy's  name? — A.  Al  Kettle. 

Q.  Did  he  hit  any  of  the  girls  that  you  know  of? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  grades  do  they  have  in  that  school? — A.  Up  to  the 
tenth  grade. 

Q.  Did  you  graduate  there? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  Five  years  ago. 

Q.  Who  was  superintendent  there? — A.  Mr.  Davis. 

Q.  Did  he  have  a  farm  of  his  own  then? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  make  the  boys  work  on  his  farm? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  school  hours? — A.  On  Saturdays. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  school  all  day  at  that  school? — A.  No;  half  a 
day;  half  a  day  we  worked  on  the  school  farm. 

Q.  But  on  Saturdays  you  worked  on  Davis's  farm? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  pay  you  for  working  on  his  farm? — A.  $1  a  day. 

Q.  Any  other  statement  you  wish  to  make?    A.  No,  sir. 

Simon  Red  Bird,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Direct  examination  by  Senator  Fra7Ier: 
Q.  Your  name  is  Simon  Red  Bird? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  worked  at  the  Genoa  boarding  school,  did  you  not? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  long  did  you  work  there? — A.  From  1903  to  1916. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  to  school? — A.  Haskell,  I  graduated  there. 

Q.  What  business  are  you  in  now? — A.  Architect. 

Q.  What  was  your  work  at  the  school? — A.  In  a  teaching  capacity. 

Q.  How  were  conditions  at  the  school  while  you  were  there? — A. 
Very  bad. 

Q    Were  you  discharged  by  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  that  over,  did  you  have  any  trouble  with  him? — 
A.  Several  times. 

Q.  What  did  he  discharge  you  for? — A.  Well,  the  people  of  Genoa 
came  to  me  and  wanted  me  to  draw  plans  for  a  high  school  they  were 
building  in  town;  they  asked  me  to  do  that,  several  people  in  town,, 
and  finally  the  whole  school  board  asked  me  to  do  the  job,  and  I  drew 
the  plans  for  the  high  school,  and,  of  course,  when  Mr.  Davis  heard 
about  it  he  was  very  angry. 

Q.  He  did  not  want  you  to  do  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  the  only  trouble  you  ever  had  with  him? — A.  No; 
there  was  several  different  things  came  up;  he  did  not  like  me  because 
the  employees  drew  requisitions  every  Saturday,  and  the  carpenter 
needed  certain  things  during  the  week  and  he  could  only  draw  a 
requisition  on  Saturday,  and  I  would  have  to  go  to  him  and  ask  him, 
and  he  would  refuse  to  give  anything  of  that  kind.  I  have  a  copy  of 
a  letter  here  that  this  man  wrote  to  me  on  February  16,  1929,  setting 
forth  some  of  the  conditions. 

Q.  Do  you  want  us  to  put  this  in  the  record? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  ia 
nothing  but  a  brute;  he  is  very  nice  to  other  people  and  people  living 
in  town  there,  but  they  don't  know  the  actual  conditions  inside  tha 
way  we  people  do  who  worked  for  him. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  What  does  he  do? — A.  Well,  the  fact  is  he  is  nothing  but  a  big 
brute,  a  slave  driver,  and  domineering. 

Q.  Give  us  some  specific  instances? — A.  He  was  always  looking 
for  somebody  to  scold. 

Q.  That  is  not  what  I  want;  we  want  to  know  of  any  specific 
instances  where  he  beat  people  up  or  anything  like  that? — A.  He  beat 
up  lots  of  boys  there.  I  know  of  one  boy,  Martin  Dailey,  of  Montana, 
18  years  old;  he  was  working  for  me  in  the  carpenter  shop  and  the 
boy  happened  to  be  late  two  or  three  minutes  one  noon  and  he  hap« 
pened  to  find  it  out,  and  he  came  in  the  shop  and  saw  the  boy  working 
there  and  he  picked  up  a  board  3  or  4  feet  long,  a  1  by  4,  and  he  beat 
the  boy  over  the  head  with  it  and  spUt  it  all  to  pieces.  The  boy  tried 
to  get  away,  but  he  was  too  big.  To  see  him  beat  a  boy  like  that  just 
made  your  blood  boil.  The  man  is  just  a  brute,  and  there  was  no- 
reason  for  beating  the  boy  that  way.  I  could  not  do  anything  with 
him;  I  was  under  him  for  nine  years,  and  a  man  never  talked  to  me 
like  he  did  all  the  time  I  was  in  the  service. 

Q.  Would  you  offer  any  suggestions  as  to  how  things  should  be 
done? — A.  I  was  not  allowed  to  do  that,  to  suggest  anything  to  the 
superintendent,  although  in  the  line  of  my  work  I  knew  more  about 
it  than  he  did. 

Q.  How  were  the  children  fed  there? — A.  Sometimes  good  and 
sometimes  very  poor. 
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Q.  What  did  they  feed  them  for  breakfast? — A.  Bread  and  gravy 
and  a  Httle  meat,  sometimes  the  bread  was  good  and  sometimes  it 
was  not.     On  the  whole  they  did  not  feed  very  good  there. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  herd  of  dairy  cows  on  the  farm  there? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  they  give  the  children  any  milk? — ^A.  Yes;  they  got  milk 
from  a  dairy  house — they  gave  them  all  the  milk  they  could  use. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  boys  or  girls  running  away 
from  school? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  for? — A.  I  really  don't  know;  probably  just  because  they 
were  homesick  and  lonesome,  not  treated  right,  and  hungry,  they  had 
to  do  something. 

Q.  You  compare  him  to  Simon  Legree? — A.  He  certainly  was  as 
bad  or  worse. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Davis  interfere  with  the  teachers  in  the  school? — 
A.  Yes,  he  did;  they  were  constantly  changing — they  did  not  get 
along  with  him  at  all. 

Q.  How  much  time  would  you  say  he  devoted  to  his  private  busi 
ness? — A.  Well,  he  took  trips  two  or  three  times  a  week. 

Q.  Out  to  his  farm? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  have  more  than  one  farm? — A.  He  used  to  have  two 
farms,  he  has  only  one  now,  according  to  his  financial  standing;  I  got 
that  direct  from  the  record  in  the  clerk's  office  at  Columbus. 

Q.  Did  some  of  the  teachers  leave  there  because  they  did  not 
get  along  with  him? — A.  Yes;  because  they  were  not  permitted  to 
say  anything  whatever.  If  you  wanted  to  do  good  work  you  were 
not  permitted  to  do  it.  Lots  of  times  those  who  were  enterprising 
and  really  interested  in  the  Indians,  if  they  would  suggest  anything 
he  would  not  allow  it.  It  was  no  good  unless  he  suggested  it  himself; 
that  was  his  way  of  doing  things. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  any  of  the  Government  supplies 
were  used  on  his  farm? — A.  Yes,  I  went  all  through  the  farms  there 
one  time  and  I  recognized  a  lot  of  fence  posts  belonging  to  the 
Government. 

Q.  How  could  you  tell  they  were  Government  fence  posts? — A. 
Well,  they  were  the  same  brand  of  posts. 

Q.  He  might  have  bought  them  some  place  else. — A.  That  is  not 
probable,  as  he  also  used  a  lot  of  paints  and  oils  taken  from  the 
Government  paint  shop  and  used  them  on  his  farm. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that,  however,  from  your  own  knowledge? — 
A.  I  couldn't  prove  it;  no. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  farm  machinery  belonging 
to  the  Government  was  used  on  his  farm? — A.  Yes,  I  recognized  one 
cultivator  and  a  walking  plow. 

Q.  How  far  is  his  farm  from  the  Government  farm? — A.  About  5 
or  6  miles. 

Q.  How  much  time  did  he  spend  on  his  farm? — A.  Two  or  three 
times  a  week  he  would  visit  there,  using  Government  conveyances. 

Q.  Any  other  statement  you  wish  to  make? — A.  I  beheve  that 
is  all. 

Q.  Did  you  report  these  conditions  to  the  officers  at  Washington? — 
A.  Only  once. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  report  it  to  Commissioner  Burke  at  any  time? — 
A.  Never. 
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February  16,  1929. 
Hon.  Lynn  J.  Frazier, 

Chairman  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  Sir:  After  reading  press  reports  about  United  States  Government 
Indian  school  of  Genoa,  Nebr.,  I  am  writing  this  letter  for  the  good  of  the 
Indians  whom  we  are  trying  to  protect.  In  regard  to  Mrs.  Julia  C.  Carroll 
testimony  before  the  United  States  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  Febru- 
ary 6,  we  vouch  that  she  has  been  telling  the  whole  truth,  and  many  others  in 
this  community  who  will  and  ready  to  give  the  same  testimony  if  they  were 
given  a  chance.  I  am  one  that  saw  Superintendent  Sam  B.  Davis  in  his  brutal 
beating  on  Indian  schoolboy. 

Superintendent  Sam  B.  Davis  has  a  very  peculiar  habit,  character,  and  dis- 
position in  such  manner  that  it  seems  he  is  not  normal.  His  driving  quality, 
domineering  over  his  subjects,  employees,  and  Indian  school  boys  and  girls  are 
most  offensive.  Indian  school  children  are  deathly  afraid  of  him,  for  he  is  a  slave 
driver.  The  least  complaint  of  anything  made  by  any  employee,  or  say  any- 
thing against  him,  he  or  she  is  dismiss  at  once  from  the  service,  like  he  did  to 
Mrs.  Julia  C.  Carroll,  and  many  others.  Indian  school  employees  are  constantly 
changed  at  this  school,  hence,  it  hinders  the  progress  of  the  school. 

I  was  employed  under  him  as  instructor  in  carpentry  from  1907  to  1916.  For 
nine  years  he  has  never  talk  to  me  like  any  other  ordinary  man,  for  I  was  so 
inferior  in  his  estimation.  I  was  employed  as  an  architect  to  draw  plans  addi- 
tion to  public  school  building  in  this  town  Genoa  by  the  school  board,  for  they 
recognized  me  as  efficient  to  do  the  job.  I  did  not  use  the  time  under  the  school 
hours,  or  interfere  with  my  duties.  On  account  of  this  he  dismiss  me;  at  first, 
he  demoted  me,  and  he  wanted  to  transfer  me.  The  principal  reason  is  this, 
that  he  is  prejudiced  against  me.  This  fact,  he  is  prejudice  against  any  efficient 
educated  Indian. 

He  used  to  have  two  farms,  he  has  but  one  now.  Lately  he  put  this  under  his 
wife's  name.  386.75  acres,  located  8  or  10  miles  within  the  school.  He  is 
making  three  trips  weekly,  using  Government  vehicle,  sometimes  he  spend  most 
of  his  time  there.  It  is  under  mortgage;  first  mortgage  $20,000,  second  mortgage 
$1,600,  third  mortgage  $1,800,  and  the  fourth  mortgage  $5,800;  total  mortgage 
$29,200.  Paying  interest  and  taxes  something  over  $2,000,  which  consume 
nearly  all  of  his  yearly  salary. 

This  Indian  school  is  a  great  asset  to  this  town;  Genoa,  business  men  is  doing 
all  they  can  to  retain  him,  for  if  he  should  leave,  it  will  be  quite  a  loss,  especially 
to  those  that  he  owes. 
Sincerely  yours, 

r  William  O.  Smith,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Fraziek  : 

Q.  Your  name  and  residence? — A.  William  O.  Smith,  Genoa. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  connection  with  the  Government  school 
there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  night  watchman  there  for  four  years. 

Q.  During  what  period  of  time  was  that? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you 
the  years — I  have  not  got  the  dates — it  was  10  or  11  years  ago. 

Q.  Was  the  present  superintendent  there  when  you  were  there? — 
A.   Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  I  believe  you  said  that  you  were  watchman  there  from  1919  to 
1923;  you  made  an  affidavit  to  that  elffect? — A.  Well,  if  I  said  that  in 
the  affidavit  that  is  the  exact  date. 

Q.  You  worked  there  as  night  watchman  from  1919  to  1923  and 
then  you  were  discharged? — A.  No;  I  quit  on  my  own  account. 

Q.  You  had  some  trouble  with  the  superintendent? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  notice  in  your  statement  here  you  certify  that  certain  farm 
buildings  on  the  superintendent's  farm  are  painted  the  same  color  as 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES     2129 

building  at  the  school.  Do  you  Imow  where  he  got  the  paint  to  paint 
those  buildings? — A.  I  did  not  see  him  take  it  myself.  Some  other 
people  at  the  school  say  they  saw  him  take  it  out. 

Q.  Of  course  that  is  only  hearsay — who  are  the  people  that  say  they 
saw  him  take  the  paint  out  to  his  farm? — A.  R.  C.  Plantz  of  Genoa  is 
one  of  them. 

Q.  And  who  else? — A.  I  guess  he  is  about  the  only  one. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Plantz  here  now? — A.  No ;  he  did  not  come. 

Q.  I  also  notice  in  your  statement  here  you  say  you  saw  Mr. 
Davis  strike  several  boys  with  a  piece  of  harness  tug — is  that  correct 
or  not? — A.  No^  I  don't  believe  I  did. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  ever  see  him  beat  up  any  boys? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  beat  them  up  with? — A.  He  either  had  a  strap — 
I  don't  know  as  it  was  a  piece  of  harness  tug — it  was  a  strap  anyway 
that  he  had  there  in  the  disciplinarian's  office. 

Q.  Well,  how  do  you  happen  to  know  anything  about  it?— A. 
Well,  I  was  around  there  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  in  the  morning 
and  naturally  I  was  around  the  disciplinarian's  ofiice  and  I  saw  it. 

Q.  How  big  was  that  strap,  about? — A.  Twelve  or  16  inches  maybe. 

Q.  How  many  occasions  did  you  see  him  use  it? — A.  Twice. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  strike  any  of  the  Indian  girls? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tell  us  about  that? — A.  One  Sunday *hight  after  chapel  services 
the  people  were  all  coming  out  and  of  course  it  was  my  business  to 
bring  up  in  the  rear  of  the  column  to  take  two  girls  to  the  hospital 
and  I  took  them,  and  Mr.  Davis  come  up  and  the  way  he  was  walk- 
ing I  could  tell  there  was  something  doing,  so  I  followed  him  and  it 
was  only  a  minute  or  two  before  he  w^ent  into  the  small-girls'  build- 
ing; he  did  not  know  I  was  there  and  he  went  in  and  called  on  Miss 
Moran,  the  small-girls'  matron  and  he  asked  for  a  certain  girl  and  she 
came  down  and  went  into  the  reading  room  and  he  said  something  to 
the  girl,  I  don't  know  what  he  said,  and  afterw^ards  he  struck  her  with 
his  fist  and  knocked  her  down  to  the  floor,  and  I  saw  that  through  the 
window. 

Q.  You  saw  that  through  the  window  you  say? — A.  Yes,  and 
then  he  went  and  pulled  the  curtain  down  but  he  did  not  pull  it  far 
snough  and  I  stepped  up  to  the  window  and  could  see  what  was  going 
on. 

Q.  What  did  the  girl  do? — A.  The  girl  got  up,  she  was  crying  and 
stood  at  the  end  of  the  table  and  how  much  he  hurt  her  I  don't  know, 
anyway  he  struck  her  with  his  fist. 

Q.  What  happened  then? — A.  That  is  practically  all  he  done  that 
night;  he  came  out  and  went  to  his  house. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  morals  at  the  schools? — A.  I 
could  not  say  they  were  very  bad.     I  was  with  the  boys  at  night. 

Q.  Were  the  boys  bad? — A.  No;  I  would  not  say  they  were,  they 
behaved  pretty  well,  they  were  not  hard  to  control. 

Q.  How  manv  boys  were  there  at  that  time? — A.  Between  200  and 
250. 

Q.  Did  he  make  the  boys  work  on  his  farm? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  During  school  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  was  that  just  on  Saturdays? — A.  No;  I  had  to  call  boys 
practically  every  morning  to  go  to  his  farm. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  paid  the  boys  for  working  on 
his  farm? — A.  I  don't  know. 
26465— 30— PT  5 17 
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Q.  I  notice  you  say  in  your  statement  here — I  will  ask  you  this; 
Did  you  ever  see  him  take  anything  away  from  the  school  and  take 
it  over  to  his  private  farm? — A.  Nothing  only  farm  machinery  and 
implements. 

Q.  You  saw  him  take  them  did  you?— A.  No ;  I  did  not  see  him  take 
them  myself.     All  I  know  is  that  they  were  taken  awa3^ 

Q.  In  1920,  in  the  spring,  did  you  see  him  go  into  the  Government 
paint  shop  and  take  three  or  four  gallons  of  paint  in  cans? — A.  I 
heard  he  sent  it  out;  yes.     I  saw  him  set  them  outside  the  building. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  see  what  he  done  with  it  after  that? — A.  No;  I 
only  saw  him  set  it  outside  the  building. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  put  it  in  a  car  or  anything  of  that  kind? — A. 
Yes;  he  put  it  in  a  car,  but  I  don't  know  where  he  took  it.  You  see 
I  was  off  duty  at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Q.  You  say  he  took  farm  machinery  over  to  his  farm? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  how  long  did  he  keep  it  there  if  you  know? — A.  Only  until 
he  got  through  using  it. 

Q.  Now,  you  volunteered  this  statement — you  made  this  state- 
ment first  to  Mr.  Tatro ;  did  you  go  to  see  him  or  did  he  come  to  see 
you? — A.  Mr.  Tatro  came  to  me. 

Q.  Is  there  any  ill-feeling  between  you  and  the  superintendent 
over  there? — A.  Well,  you  can  call  it  ill-feeling  or  not,  I  don't  know; 
but  I  can't  come  on  the  ground  any  more. 

Q.  Why  not? — A.  Not  after  he  found  out  I  gave  this  affidavit  here. 

Q.  Well,  prior  to  the  time  you  had  given  the  affidavit  had  you 
had  any  trouble  with  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  made  any  threats  to  you? — A.  Not  to  me  directly, 
but  he  has  to  others  at  Genoa. 

Q.  What  does  he  threaten? — A.  I  had  my  application  in  for  city 
marshal  and  I  was  promised  the  job  by  the  mayor,  and  when  Mr. 
Davis  found  out  about  it  he  went  to  the  mayor  and  told  him  that  if 
he  appointed  me  as  marshal  he  would  never  let  me  come  on  the 
Government  ground. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  he  made  that  statement? — A.  The  mayor 
himself.  I  could  have  taken  the  job  under  those  conditions.  Doctor 
Williams  said  so,  but  I  did  not  want  to  start  any  trouble. 

Q.  What  are  you  doing  at  the  present  time? — A.  Now  you  mean? 

Q.  What  are  you  doing  at  the  present  time? — A.  I  was  trucking  at 
that  time,  running  the  Standard  Oil  truck;  but  I  quit  about  two 
weeks  ago. 

Q.  Anything  more? — A.  No,  sir. 

Charles  R.  Stem  berg,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  Your  name  is  Charles  Stemberg? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Were  you  an  employee  of  the  Government  school  over  there? — ■ 
A.  les,  sir;  I  was  appointed  blacksmith  after  I  had  taken  the  United 
States  civil-service  examination,  I  also  took  the  examination  for  steam 
engineer  and  general  mechanic.  I  had  to  work  wherever  the  super- 
intendent wanted  me  to. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  work  there? — A.  I  went  to  work  August  11, 
1906,  and  worked  until  the  25th  of  November,  1925. 
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Q.  You  were  a  civil -service  employee? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  service  now? — A.  Not  right  now.     • 

Q.  Do  you  receive  a  pension  from  the  Government? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  conditions  at  the  school  with  refer- 
ence to  the  superintendent  there  beating  up  children? — A.  Well,  I 
never  saw  him  beat  up  only  one  boy;  but  there  was  trouble  there  all 
the  time,  and  I  know  there  were  a  lot  of  them. 

Q.  Tell  us  about  that  one  you  saw. — A.  Well,  he  beat  the  boy  across 
the  head  six  or  eight  times  and  drew  a  little  blood ;  he  beat  him  with 
a  double  wire  about  this  long  [about  a  foot].  Sometimes  he  beat  them 
up  with  a  board  on  the  back  of  the  hands,  that's  all  I  know  anything 
about.  But  I  heard  him  a  number  of  times  giving  children  a  beating, 
because  my  place  was  only  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  from  the  disci- 
plinarian's office  and  his  office,  and  I  could  hear  the  boys  yelling  to  the 
top  of  their  voice.  He  would  put  them  on  top  of  a  trunk  and  beat 
them  up.  One  time  a  boy  about  14  years  old  who  had  a  run  away 
with  a  team;  they  were  a  young  team,  about  4-year-olds,  and  they 
ran  away.  The  boy  could  not  handle  them,  and  I  caught  one  and 
somebody  else  caught  the  other,  and  I  did  not  get  200  feet  from  the 
barn  before  I  heard  the  boy  scream.  He  had  him  and  was  giving 
him  a  whipping.  He  must  have  hit  him  8  or  10  times,  and  I  stood 
there  and  watched  and  he  quit.  He  beat  with  a  harness  strap,  and 
the  boy  walked  around  the  school  grounds  there  for  a  couple  of  weeks 
and  finally  his  mother  came  and  got  him;  he  was  from  the  White 
Earth  Reservation. 

Q.  Did  the  superintendent  do  all  the  whipping  or  did  the  dis- 
ciplinarian do  it? — A.  The  disciplinarian  usually  did,  but  the  super- 
intendent was  always  there;  he  gave  orders  to  do  it. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Mr.  Davis  had  a  couple  of  farms  there,  did  he  not? — A.  Yes; 
he  had  two  farms  there  for  years.  He  rented  one  for  five  years;  so 
he  was  farming  three  farms  for  five  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  ever  used  any  Government 
machinery  on  his  own  farms? — A.  Yes;  he  used  to  take  wagons  and 
hay  racks  in  the  fall  threshing,  and  a  potato  planter;  he  used  it  and 
two  new  wagons  and  wagon  boxes  made  in  the  shop,  and  a  walking 
plow  and  a  2-row  corn  planter  w^as  taken  out  there  and  never  re- 
turned. I  was  asked  w^hat  became  of  it,  and  I  said  it  was  on  the 
superintendent's  farm.  The  two-row  corn  planter,  the  superintend- 
ent bought  that  at  a  sale  for  $28,  but  he  took  it  out  to  his  own  farm 
and  then  a  year  or  two  after  Mr.  William  Tank,  the  farmer,  asked 
what  he  was  going  to  do  about  that  cultivator,  and  he  said  w^e  will 
pay  for  it  if  we  have  the  money.  But  I  never  saw  the  cultivator  or 
the  walking  plow  on  the  school  property  after  that,  I  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  paid  for  them? — A.  I  don't 
know,  I  could  not  say  as  to  that. 

Q.  What  was  the  farmer's  name?— A.  WiUiam  Tank,  1932  Brick 
Street,  Engelw^ood,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Q.  I  notice  in  your  statement  here  you  say  you  saw  Mr.  Davis 
take  many  packages  out  of  the  commissary  and  load  them  into  his 
car  and  drive  away? — A.  Yes;    a  good  many  times. 

Q.  But  you  don't  know  what  was  in  them? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  where  they  went  to? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  You  are  not  a  personal  enemy  of  Mr.  Davis? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
got  along  very  well.  He  told  me  the  work  I  had  to  do  and  the  way 
he  wanted  it  done,  and  if  he  wanted  anything  done  all  he  had  to  do 
was  let  me  know  and  I  did  it. 

Q.  You  were  discharged,  you  say? — A.  No;   I  retired. 

Q.  How  much  of  liis  time  did  he  spend  on  his  farm? — A.  Well,  he 
would  go  out  after  supper  sometimes.  You  know  it  was  from  4  to  8 
miles  to  the  farms — he  had  two  farms  of  his  own  and  he  rented  one 
for  five  years,  it  was  between  4  or  5  miles  to  the  farm,  just  west  of 
town,  they  were  all  in  the  same  neighborhhod — and  he  would  go  out 
Saturday  and  stay  all  afternoon,  and  he  would  go  out  evenings  after 
supper,  mostly  in  threshing  season,  but  when  school  was  going  on  he 
would  usually  go  out  after  school  most  of  the  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  had  trouble  with  any  of  the 
teachers? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  any  of  the  particulars  about  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Carroll? — A.  I  was  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  her;  she  was  matron  of  the  boys'  building  or  assistant 
matron. 

Charles  Malroy,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Charles  Malroy? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  to  school  at  Genoa,  did  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  go  to  school  there? — A.  Nine  years. 

Q.  What  grade  did  you  go  in  school? — A.  Tenth  grade;  I  graduated 
there. 

Q.  Were  you  whipped  when  you  went  there  to  school? — A.  Yes; 
twice. 

Q.  What  for? — A.  I  played  hookey  once,  and  once  we  was  loading 
a  wagon  with  bricks  and  it  got  too  heavy  load  on  and  we  whipped 
the  horses  and  he  came  and  caught  us  and  whipped  us. 

Q.  You  whipped  the  horses,  you  say? — A.  Yes;  and  then  he  came 
and  whipped  us. 

Q.  What  with? — A.  With  a  short  end  of  buggy  whip. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  he  hit  you? — A.  As  many  times  as  lie 
could  before  we  got  away. 

Q.  You  ran,  did  you? — A.  We  sure  did? 

Q.  When  you  played  hookey,  how  long  were  you  gone? — A.  One 
afternoon. 

Q.  What  did  he  whip  you  with  that  time? — A.  He  had  a  piece  of 
harness  tug. 

Q.  How  long  was  that? — A.  About  2K  or  3  feet,  I  guess  (about 
that  long). 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  whipped  any  of  the  other 
boys? — A.  He  whipped  the  boy  with  me  and  the  boys  that  were 
loading  the  wagon  with  me;  there  was  five  of  us  out  there. 

Q.  Did  you  whip  some  of  the  boys  very  often,  nearly  every  day? — 
A.  Yes;  about  every  day,  I  guess. 

Q.  Did  you  see  nim  whip  any  of  the  boys?— A.  No;  only  they 
always  told  me  about  it. 
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By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  You  never  saw  it  yourself? — A.  Of  course  I  couldn't  be  around 
to  see  it  all  the  time.  H 

Q.  You  never  saw  him  whip  any  of  the  other  boys? — A.  No; 
because  he  took  them  in  the  office. 

Q.  You  only  know  then  what  the  boys  told  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  him  whip  any  of  the  girls?— A.  Yes. 

(5.  You  say  you  did  see  him  whip  some  of  the  girls? — A.  No;  not 
while  I  was  there,  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  Any  other  statement  you  want  to  make? — A.  No. 

John  Longmarsh,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  John  Longmarsh? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? — A.  Right  here. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  to  school  at  Genoa? — A.  No. 

Q.  Ever  work  there? — A.  No. 

Q,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  situation  at  the  school? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  have  nothing  to  say  whatever. 

Q.  What  is  it  you  want  to  say? — A.  I  want  to  lay  two  matters 
before  you  honorable  Senators.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin 
Winnebagoes,  I  have  lived  here  for  the  last  15  years  and  I  was  drafted 
here  during  the  war,  but  I  am  not  enrolled  in  this  tribe.  There  are 
several  of  us  here,  but  we  are  not  given  any  standing  in  the  tribal 
meetings  or  council  meetings  that  is  supposed  to  represent  the  Indians, 
and  we  feel  that  they  have  no  legal  standing  because  they  do  not 
represent  all  the  Indians,  as  we  feel  that  the  Wisconsin  Winnebagoes 
have  just  as  much  right  as  the  Nebraska  Indians.  A  meeting  was  to 
be  called  to  appoint  one  of  the  members  for  council  members  October 
7,  1927,  and  when  the  time  for  the  meeting  arrived  it  was  held  some 
half  mile  away  at  Charlie  Raymond's  house  and  only  a  few  selected, 
only  a  few  selected  members  of  the  tribe  were  there,  and  last  month 
they  called  a  meeting  to  elect  a  tribal  committee  and  15  members 
were  selected  and  the  Indian  Bureau  refused  to  recognize  them.  Of 
course  I  would  think  I  have  no  voice  in  the  matter  as  I  am  not  enrolled 
in  the  tribe  and  have  no  voice  in  the  meeting,  but  I  think  I  have  just 
as  much  right.  I  should  have  just  as  much  right  to  this  tribal  claim 
as  they  have,  probably  more. 

Q.  You  feel  that  the  Wisconsin  Tribe  of  Indians  has  just  as  much 
coming  as  the  Nebraska  Tribe  have  in  regard  to  this  matter? 

A.  Yes;  I  do. 

Q.  In  other  words,  the  Winnebagoes  of  Wisconsin  are  part  of  the 
same  band  as  here? 

A.  Yes;  this  band  here  originated  from  the  Wisconsin  band. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  Winnebagoes  of  Wisconsin  are  getting 
more  than  those  here? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  just  what  is  your  complaint? — A.  First  they  are  connected 
with  our  local  agency  here  and  their  by-laws  read  that  they  should 
follow  the  poHcy  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  and  under  the  bureau's 
ruling  I  understand  they  do  not  give  an  encouragement  to  any  tribe 
that  is  prosecuting  the  Government,  and  therefore  they  are  foUowing 
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under  that  construction  of  the  by-laws,  and  I  beheve  in  the  majority 
ruUng. 

Q.  Any  other  statement? — A.  Yes;  I  want  to  talk  about  the  un- 
employment situation  among  the  ex-service  men.  At  the  present 
time  I  am  post  commander  of  the  Indian  post  here.  We  have  about 
15  members  all  the  time.  I  think  the  adjutant  has  a  Hst  of  about  12 
or  15  all  the  time,  and  we  find  it  very  difficult  to  get  any  jobs  for  the 
boys.  The  boys  are  willing  to  work  and  earn  their  living,  and  they 
asked  me  to  take  the  matter  up  with  you  and  see  if  the  Indian  Bureau 
would  not  give  us  some  consideration  so  we  can  get  into  some  branch 
of  service  and  make  the  way  for  ourselves  and  families.  It  is  very 
difficult  for  us  to  earn  a  living.  We  are  not  lazy,  we  are  willing  to 
work,  but  there  is  very  little  employment  hereabouts.  I  worked 
for  Mr.  Mann  here  for  a  while  and  for  Mr.  Waltmueller,  but  it  is 
very  hard  to  get  work,  and  some  of  the  boys  have  no  work  at  all  and 
have  a  family  to  keep. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  What  work  do  you  feel  the  Indian  Bureau  has  that  your  boys 
can  do? — A.  We  are  willing  to  do  any  kind  of  work  we  can  get;  we 
want  to  get  work  and  make  the  way  for  ourselves. 

Q.  In  other  words,  you  feel  that  the  Government  should  find  you 
jobs? — A.  Yes;  because  here  is  the  present  proposition:  Suppose  we 
go  to  the  superintendent  here  for  recommendation,  and  he  would 
mention  about  drinking;  take  myself;  I  drink,  and  I  am  not  ashamed 
to  tell  it.  I  just  got  in  trouble  recently.  I  have  been  a  stone  setter 
here  on  this  reservation,  and  I  have  never  gone  to  Superintendent 
Ziebach  for  a  recommendation,  but  some  of  the  boys  have,  and  they 
would  have  got  a  job  providing  they  would  have  a  recommendation, 
and  when  they  go  and  ask  him  for  it  he  said:  ''No,  sir;  you  can't  get 
no  recommendation  because  you  drink." 

Q.  Why  don't  you  cut  out  drinking? — A.  If  the  boys  find  some- 
thing to  do  they  would  all  cut  it  out. 

Q.  Well,  that  is  no  excuse  for  drinking  because  you  have  no  work. — 
A.  Well,  during  the  World  War,  when  our  country  was  in  danger,  they 
did  not  look  at  it  that  way,  they  took  us  regardless  of  whether  we 
drank  or  not,  and  then  when  we  go  and  risk  our  lives  they  send  us  back 
and  we  can  find  nothing  to  do  to  make  a  living  and  they  are  through 
with  us. 

Q.  You  did  not  need  any  recommendation  to  get  into  the  service? — 
A.  No;  but  after  we  come  back  a  recommendation  is  hard  to  get. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Well,  you  can't  expect  to  get  a  recommendation  from  the  super- 
intendent if  you  are  addicted  to  drink.  You  will  have  to  cut  out  drink 
if  you  expect  to  get  a  job  and  you  will  have  to  let  it  alone  the  same  as 
anyone  else  does  if  you  expect  to  hold  a  job. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  trouble  holding  a  job? — A.  No,  sir; 
Mr.  Waltmueller  will  tell  you  I  stayed  until  the  work  was  all  finished 
up  and  then  I  go  again. 

Q.  And  you  think  that  applies  to  the  Legion  boys  in  general? — 
A.  Yes;  regardless  of  whether  they  are  Legion  boys  or  not.  I  am 
talking  about  ex-service  men  of  both  tribes,  Omahas  and  Winne- 
bagoes,  both. 
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Q.  You  said  you  have  been  in  some  kind  of  trouble  here? — A.  Yes; 
lots  of  trouble. 

Q.  Well,  you  don't  expect  a  recommendation  when  you  have  been 
in  a  lot  of  trouble,  do  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  trouble  have  you  been  in? — A.  Drinking;  that's  all — just 
drinking. 

Q.  Well,  you  had  better  sober  up? — A.  I  am  sober  now. 

Q.  How  long  are  you  going  to  stay  that  way? — A.  I  am  going  to 
keep  sober  now,  my  name  is  getting  too  black. 

Q.  Well,  you  ought  to  realize  that  it  is  bad  enough  for  the  white  man 
to  drink  and  it  is  much  worse  for  the  Indian,  and  unless  a  man  can 
keep  sober  he  should  not  drink. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  applies  to  everybody  in  general. — A.  Yes.  The 
Indian  sees  the  other  do  it  and  he  does  it,  too. 

Q.  Well,  you  can  never  expect  to  get  anywhere  if  you  get  drunk. 
I  agree  that  you  should  get  some  assistance  to  get  work,  but  you 
want  to  do  the  best  you  can  to  get  along  and  cut  out  the  booze. 

State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 
George  Four  Cloud,  Charles  DeCora,  J.  J.  Longmarsh,  and  Frank  White, 
being  first  duly  sworn,  says  that  they  are  members  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of 
Indians,  residing  on  the  Winnebago  Indian  Reservation,  Nebr. 

That  we  object  to  the  authority  of  the  present  so-called  council  supposed  to  be 
representative  of  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Indians,  and  submit  that  it  has  no 
legal  standing, 

That  is  legality  has  been  placed  before  the  Indian  Bureau,  but  as  to  date,  no 
action  has  been  taken  thereon. 

That  there  are  important  contract  matters  now  being  considered  and  that  it  is 
important  that  a  true  sentiment  of  the  tribe  be  first  obtained. 

The  present  so-called  tribale  committee,  we  contend  was  not  legally  established, 
for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit: 

That  a  meeting  of  the  tribe  was  called  to  beheld  at  the  Powwow  grounds  for 
the  selection  of  council  members,  for  October  7,  1927,  and  that  ballots  were  to  be 
cast  therefor.  That  when  the  time  for  such  meeting  arrived,  the  said  meeting  was 
held  at  Charles  J.  Raymond's  place,  over  a  half  mile  distant  from  the  said  adver- 
tised location,  and  no  notice  of  said  change  was  given  the  tribal  members.  That 
at  said  meeting  only  a  few  selected  members  were  present  and  without  ballots 
certain  members  were  selected. 

That  therefore,  the  present  so-called  council  has  no  legal  authority  to  act  on 
tribal  matters  and  we  therefore  ask  that  the  said  council  be  disregarded  and  held 
void  and  that  a  new  meeting  be  called  and  all  members  be  given  right  to  vote 
their  preference  without  any  interference,  before  any  tribal  matters  be  considered. 

Last  March,  we  called  a  meeting  to  elect  a  council  or  tribal  committee,  at  which 
a  large  number  of  members  were  present  and  in  open  meeting  15  members  of  the 
committee  were  selected,  but  the  Indian  Bureau  refused  to  recognize  said  popular 
committee. 

We  therefore  respectfully  pray  that  we  be  given  chance  to  select  a  popular 
tribal  council. 

George  Four  Cloud. 
Chas.  E.  De  Cora. 
J.  J.  Longmarsh. 
Frank  White. 
William  Decara. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  July,  1929. 

[seal.]  R.  N.  Linkswiler,  Notary  Public. 
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Steven  Grain  Cow,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  live  here  on  the  reserve? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  Genoa  School? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long? — A.  Two  years. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  while  attending  school  there? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Tell  us  about  it? — A.  I  used  to  work  in  the  harness  shop  and 
one  morning  I  got  late  to  work;  that  morning  I  went  after  my  shoes 
to  be  repaired  and  he  saw  me  coming  out  of  that  building  and  I  was 
about  twenty  minutes  late  and  he  asked  me  why  I  was  late  and  I 
told  him  I  had  to  have  my  shoes  fixed  and  he  talked  to  me  for  a 
while,  and  before  that  I  run  away  from  school. 

Q.  Why  did  you  run  away  from  school? — A.  I  got  a  cousin  out 
here  and  he  wanted  to  come  and  he  did  not  know  the  way. 

Q.  What  did  the  superintendent  do  to  you  the  time  you  were  late 
when  you  were  working  in  the  harness  shop? — A.  He  didn't  tell  me 
a  thing,  he  just  hit  me  and  punished  me  and  said  I  was  not  supposed 
to  be  late  like  that  around  here. 

Q.  You  say  he  punished  you;  what  did  he  do? — A.  He  just  pushed 
me  around  and  tore  my  shirt. 

Q.  Did  not  hurt  you  very  much? — A.  No,  sir.  And  another  time 
we  were  working  on  the  school  farm,  another  boy  and  me  called 
Joe  Goroby,  we  were  hauling  sudan  grass  and  the  wheel  busted  off 
the  rack;  when  we  come  back  the  wheel  hit  a  rock  and  the  horses 
got  scared  and  we  lost  control  and  got  unbalanced  and  went  over  in 
the  ditch  and  broke  a  wheel  and  we  just  brought  the  horses  back 
after  we  unhitched  them ;  and  when  we  brought  the  horses  in  he  asked 
us  why  we  did  not  bring  the  rack  in  and  I  said  the  wheel  was  broke, 
and  he  talked  to  us  for  a  while  and  said  why  are  you  not  careful 
with  that  wagon  and  we  told  him  the  horses  got  scared  along  the 
road  and  then  he  strapped  me  and  the  other  boy. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  he  hit  you? — A.  Twice  before  I  could 
get  away. 

Q.  Is  that  all?— A.  Yes. 

Cecil  R.  Bougher,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  Your  name,  please? — A.  Cecil  R.  Bougher. 

Q.  Your  official  position? — A.  County  attorney  of  Pearson  County. 

Q.  Have  you  some  official  statements  you  can  give  to  the  commit- 
tee?— A.  I  have  a  copy  of  a  report  I  made  to  the  Department. 

Q.  Talk  louder  so  we  can  hear  you. — A.  Of  public  welfare,  State  of 
Nebraska,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1928.  There  are  two  matters  covered 
in  that  report  I  would  like  to  say  something  about;  one  is  called  the 
cost  of  law  enforcement.  The  cost  in  this  county  has  become  so 
heavy  that  the  county  finances  will  not  permit  any  increase ;  it  shows 
that  the  cost  of  Indian  cases  alone  in  this  county  run  around  $389  per 
month;  poor  relief  and  mothers'  pensions  granted  to  Indians  made  a 
little  over  $6,000  in  10  months.     The  total  amount  available  for  the 
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county  for  general  fund  purposes  is  $12,000;  the  salary  list  is  $18,000, 
and  for  three  months  of  that  year  the  county  officials  drew  no  salary, 
they  could  not  get  their  w^rants  as  85  per  cent  of  the  levy  was  ex- 
hausted. Now,  the  Indians  here  have  been  quite  a  problem  with 
reference  to  taxes,  they  own  a  lot  of  land  on  which  there  are  certain 
restrictions,  the  Indians  of  course  object  to  taxation  and  their  land 
can  not  be  taken  from  them  and  sold  under  execution.  We  had  a 
series  of  tax  sale  suits  in  both  the  State  and  Federal  courts;  the  state 
court  held  the  land  was  taxable  and  another  decision  held  that  we 
had  no  authority  to  sell  the  land  belonging  to  Indians  for  taxes.  We 
have  been  unable  to  get  a  final  decision  on  the  matter;  so  far  as  the 
Indian  is  concerned  we  hjp,ve  just  taken  the  land  away  from  him;  that 
however  does  not  relieve  the  situation  as  we  can  not  collect  the  taxes 
and  the  county  has  a  lot  of  land  which  should  be  paying  taxes  and  on 
which  they  are  getting  nothing. 

Q.  How  much  of  that  land  is  there? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you,  the 
statistics  will  show  it. 

Q.  I  would  make  the  suggestion  that  the  superintendent  take  that 
up  with  the  new  Indian  commissioner  immediately  and  explain  the 
situation  and  how  much  is  needed  to  pay  the  taxes. — A.  There  is 
another  situation  in  regard  to  taxes.  Under  the  Bowman  bill  lands 
held  in  trust  by  the  Government  taxes  assessed  must  be  paid  out  of 
the  income.  Now  the  custom  they  have  of  drawing  leases  provides 
that  the  tenant  shall  pay  the  taxes  and  deduct  the  taxes  from  the 
rent  money  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  certify  that  money 
over.  That  sometimes  runs  as  high  as  $11,000  a  year  which  is  quite 
an  item  in  our  finances  here.  Now,  there  is  an  effort  being  made  to 
have  that  law  stricken,  and  if  that  was  taken  out  of  the  lease  clause 
the  coimty  would  get  no  taxes.  We  had  quite  a  time  getting  that 
consent  clause  put  in  the  lease  and  prior  to  that  time  we  did  not  get 
2  per  cent  of  the  taxes  levied  and  the  only  way  we  could  collect 
them  was  to  put  that  tax  clause  in  the  lease. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  I  don't  know  of  any  authority  you  had  to  put  that  in  the 
lease. — A.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  authority  to  provide 
rules  and  regulations  under  which  land  may  be  leased. 

Q.  But  he  has  no  authority  to  tax  lands? — A.  The  act  of  December 
16,  1916,  provides  that  lands  may  be  taxed;  that  is  the  Bowman 
bill,  Omaha  Reservation.  If  you  take  this  tax  money  away  from 
us  in  this  county  somebody  will  have  to  meet  the  situation,  we  have 
gone  the  limit  now  and  are  having  a  hard  time  doing  it. 

Q.  How  about  school  taxes  here? — A.  They  are  high  in  some  dis- 
tricts. Complaint  was  made  at  Pettger  that  the  rental  on  the  Win- 
nebago land  was  not  enough  to  cover  the  taxes;  in  other  words  the 
lands  could  not  be  rented  for  enough  to  cover  the  taxes,  so  we  asked 
the  superintendent  to  come  over  there  before  the  board  of  equalization 
and  produce  the  assessment  list  of  Indian  land  and  we  deliberately 
reduced  the  assessments  so  that  the  taxes  would  come  within  the 
rental  money.  We  have  a  rather  peculiar  situation  to  cope  with  in 
this  part  of  the  country  where  there  are  a  large  number  of  Indians — 
the  Indian  pays  less  taxes  than  the  white  man,  still  if  he  paid  as  much 
as  the  white  man  he  would  not  have  any  land,  it  would  all  be  confis- 
cated for  taxes.     You  know^  perfectly  well  that  an  Indian  is  not  as 
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capable  as  a  white  man  and  it  would  be  an  impossibility  for  him  to 
pay  the  same  taxes.  It  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  get  any  taxes  out  of 
them. 

Q.  In  some  instances  where  there  is  an  Indian  reservation  within 
the  county  the  Indians  pay  no  taxes;  this  is  the  first  place  I  know  of 
where  the  Indian  pays  taxes  on  his  trust  land.  What  proportion  of 
the  population  in  this  county  are  Indians? — A.  It  runs  about  one  to 
five.  The  total  Indian  population  of  Omahas  and  Winnebagoes  is 
about  2,600  and  we  have  a  trifle  over  8,000  whites. 

Q.  Well,  if  you  tax  the  land  as  you  say  this  county  does  and  take 
all  the  Indian  land  they  won't  have  any  land  left,  that  is  the  problem 
the  Government  is  up  against? — A.  Our  problem  is  how  to  finance 
the  Government  without  taxes. 

Q.  How  about  law  enforcement? — A.  As  I  said  before  we  have 
paid  out  $389  a  month,  sheriffs  fees,  court  costs,  and  so  forth,  for  the 
past  10  months,  which  would  make  $3,890  that  you  understand  is 
for  Indian  cases  alone. 

Q.  What  kind  of  cases? — A.  Liquor  cases  more  than  any  other. 
There  were  335  cases  against  Indians;  294  liquor  cases,  25  other 
criminal  cases,  and  16  felonies. 

Q.  It  has  been  testified  to  here  that  the  liquor  situation  was  very 
bad,  that  there  are  a  lot  of  violation  and  a  lot  of  bootlegging  going  on, 
do  you  think  that  is  true? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  situation  could  be  cleaned  up  if  you  had  the 
money  to  hire  a  sheriff,  and  so  forth? — A.  It  could  be  if  we  had  the 
money. 

Q.  Is  the  situation  worse  now  than  it  was  before  prohibition? — A. 
Twice  6.S  bad. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  that? — A.  Well,  the  hardware  stores, 
garages,  and  a  good  many  drug  stores  job  alcohol  and  that  is  what 
they  buy  and  get  drunk. 

Q.  Do  they  drink  canned  heat  too? — A.  Yes;  and  the  Indians 
themselves  make  the  best  liquor  that  is  made  in  this  section  of  the 
country;  the  wine  they  make  could  not  be  better. 

Q.  Do  the  Indians  bootleg  too? — A.  No;  the  Indian  is  too  proud 
to  do  that,  the  Indians  make  it  for  themselves;  they  make  it  and 
drink  it  themselves. 

Q.  Then  the  Indians  are  not  engaged  in  bootlegging? — A.  No;  the 
Indian  as  a  rule  is  not  a  law  violator  except  under  the  influence  of 
liquor,  but  here  is  the  situation — they  go  oift  on  a  party  and  get 
drunk,  that  stuff  makes  them  wild  and  somebody  gets  arrested  and 
punished  and  the  custom  has  been  for  several  years  if  they  catch 
them  in  a  liquor  vilation  they  give  them  a  $100  fine  minimum  and 
they  lav  it  out  in  jail. 

Q.  Can't  you  prosecute  these  people  selling  liquor  to  Indians? — A. 
Yes;  we  do  that,  but  the  difficulty  we  have  in  trying  to  prosecute 
these  kind  of  cases  where  we  get  evidence  by  undercover  men  or  Fed- 
eral agents  we  can  not  get  a  jury  to  convict.  Last  term  of  court  we 
had  seven  witnesses  on  the  stand  testify  they  watched  the  sale  of 
liquor  by  the  defendant  and  the  jury  promptly  brought  in  a  verdict 
of  not  guilty. 

Q.  Well,  that  is  the  fault  of  the  people  of  your  community? — A. 
Yes. 
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Q.  If  they  won't  convict  on  evidence  of  that  kind? — A.  Yes; 
everybody  was  there,  it  was  a  very  plain  case,  a  felony  charge  and 
the  third  trial. 

Q.  Well,  your  merchants  here  selling  different  things  to  the  Indians 
containing  alcohol,  can't  that  be  stopped? — A.  My  report  to  the 
department  of  public  welfare  shows  that  practically  none  of  them  in 
this  community  or  this  county  do,  there  are  a  few  over  at  Genoa  and 
in  Sioux  County  across  the  river  in  Iowa  and  they  bring  most  of  that 
stuff  in.  I  know  most  of  those  garages  in  winter  time  fear  to  sell 
Indians  denatured  alcohol  because  they  are  afraid  that  they  will 
drink  it. 

Q.  Anv  other  statement? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Thank  you. 

June  4,  1929. 
Mr.  Ernest  M.  Pollard, 

Secretary  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  the  occasion  of  my  recent  visit  at  your  office  we  had  some 
discussion  of  the  Indian  situation  in  Thurston  County.  You  have  since  advised 
me  that  you  would  appreciate  a  letter  covering  the  matters  we  talked  about. 
I  will  now  discuss  for  you  again  some  of  these  problems,  not  as  briefly,  perhaps, 
as  you  would  prefer,  but  as  briefly  as  I  can  in  a  hurriedly  composed  letter  without 
omitting  or  slighting  too  many  of  our  pressing  difficulties.  The  statistics  in  the 
following  paragraphs  were  obtained  from  the  report  of  the  superintendent  on  the 
reservation  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1928,  and 
from  official  records  in  my  office.  Several  of  the  cases  alluded  to  herein  are  well 
known  to  your  excellent  Miss  Martha  Porter,  whose  efficient  and  loyal  cooperation 
in  my  work  I  appreciate  very  much  indeed. 

There  are  2,671  individual  Indians  named  on  the  rolls  of  the  Omaha  and  Winne- 
bago Tribes  in  Thurston  County — 1,572  Omahas  and  1,099  Winnebagoes.  Of  this 
number,  1,337  are  enrolled  as  minors.  The  average  resident  Indian  population, 
however,  does  not  exceed  2,200.  These  Indians  are  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  immunities  of  citizenship  and  do  not  fail  to  claim  them  all  and  at  all  times. 
They  have  and  exercise  the  right  of  the  franchise  and  are  subject  to  all  of  the 
laws,  civil  and  criminal,  of  the  State  and  Nation.  They  may  and  do  employ  our 
courts,  sue  and  are  sued,  and  often  control  our  local  elections. 

Not  all  of  the  lands  and  property  of  the  Indians  are  committed  to  them  without 
restriction.  The  title  to  61,940  acres  of  their  lands  is  held  by  the  Government  in 
trust  for  the  original  allottees  or  their  heirs,  and  $213,985.14  in  money  is  held  as 
trust  funds  for  individual  Indians.  These  funds  are  exclusively  under  the  care, 
custody,  and  control  of  governmental  agencies,  and  are  derived  from  the  sale  of 
tribal  lands  and  the  lands  of  the  aged,  incompetents,  and  minors.  Individual 
Indians  own  2,100  acres  of  land  for  which  they  have  been  issued  patents  in  fee 
simple.  Eight  hundred  and  fifteen  and  seven-tenths  acres  have  been  reserved 
for  school  and  agency,  church,  town  site,  and  other  purposes.  Originally  the 
reservation  contained  300,000  acres  of  land. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-three  Omaha  and  Winnebago  Indians  are  alleged  to 
be  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  for  themselves  and  the  acreage  so  used  is 
said  to  be  11,460.  "Alleged"  and  "said  to  be"  are  the  proper  expressions,  for 
the  operations  of  the  average  Indian  farmer  are  more  or  less  nonchalant.  These 
Indians  are  not  naturally  farmers,  are  not  fitted  for  the  vocation,  and  have 
passively  resisted  the  efforts  of  the  Indian  Bureau  to  make  them  all  farmers  for 
the  past  50  years.  Two  thousand  Indians  are  just  like  2,000  white  men,  except 
that  fewer  of  them  would  till  the  soil  if  some  other  business  were  open  to  them. 
The  Indian  who  farms  his  land  usually  employs  a  white  man  to  do  the  work  on  a 
percentage  basis,  and  the  white  man  is  much  better  at  arithmetic  than  the  Indian. 
The  stock-raising  business  is  only  slightly  different.  The  Indian  procures  cattle 
and  hogs  to  raise  and  feed,  ostensibly  for  the  market,  but  that  portion  of  his 
finished  or  near  finished  product  which  his  creditors  do  not  take  from  him  he 
consumes  at  his  feasts.     As  a  farmer,  the  Indians'  main  crop  is  creditors. 

Trust  funds  held  by  the  Government  for  the  Indians  are  not  subject  to  taxa- 
tion. Lands  for  which  patents  in  fee  have  been  issued  and  lands  which  are  held 
by  deeds  containing  restrictions  upon  alienation  are  taxable.  A  portion  of  the 
lands,  the  title  to  which  is  held  in  trust  by  the  Government,  are  assessed  for  taxa- 
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tion  under  the  provisions  of  the  so-called  Brown  bill.  These  lands,  strictly 
speaking,  are  not  taxable,  may  not  be  sold  for  taxes,  and  there  is  no  method 
provided  by  law  for  enforcing  the  collection  of  the  taxes  assessed  against  them. 
This  act  of  Congress  only  permits  the  payment  of  the  taxes  assessed  from  funds 
belonging  to  the  individual  Indians  in  the  custody  and  under  the  control  of  the 
Government,  presumably  from  income  from  the  land  assessed.  The  practice 
has  been  for  the  Government  to  insert  a  clause  in  Indian  leases  which  provides 
that  the  tenant  shall  pay  the  taxes  assessed  against  the  land  and  deduct  the 
amount  so  paid  from  the  rental  payment  stipulated  in  the  lease.  The  law  also 
provides  a  method  whereby  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  certify  off,  at 
certain  periods,  taxes  assessed  against  these  lands,  and  the  Secretary  does  certify 
off  large  amounts  of  taxes  annually.  This  practice  confuses  locaf  financial  ar- 
rangements. Where  the  State  and  county  make  levies  based  on  the  annual 
assessment  in  the  county,  and  based  in  part  upon  the  assessment  against  Indian 
land  taxable  under  the  Brown  bill,  and  thereafter  a  large  amount  of  the  taxes 
are  certified  off  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  books  will  not  balance.  It 
is  suspicioned  locally  that  Thurston  County  owes  taxes  to  the  State  of  Nebraska, 
according  to  the  books  of  the  State  treasurer  in  huge  amounts,  but  which  have 
never  been  collected;  a  part,  just  not  paid,  and  a  large  part  certified  off  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  State,  however,  firmly  adheres  to  its  policy  of 
compelling  the  local  authorities  to  include  the  valuations  of  Indian  lands  assessed 
under  the  Brown  bill  in  their  returns  to  the  State  board  of  equalization. 

Another  feature  of  the  Indian  tax  situation:  There  are  a  large  number  of 
tracts  of  land  on  these  reservations  the  title  to  which  is  held  by  Indians  with  a 
restriction  upon  alienation,  as  stated  above.  The  courts,  both  State  and  Federal, 
have  held  these  lands  subject  to  taxation  and  sale  for  taxes.  The  Indians  have 
not  been  paying  these  taxes,  but  they  have  sold  for  taxes  to  those  who  make  it  a 
business  to  deal  in  this  form  of  investment.  The  Indians  have  not  paid  these 
taxes  for  years  because  they  were  instructed  by  the  Indian  Bureau  not  to  pay  and 
have  been  advised  by  the  same  authority  that  the  lands  could  neither  be  taxed 
nor  sold  for  taxes.  A  number  of  foreclosures  have  been  brought  by  holders  of 
tax  certificates,  and  in  many  instances  the  lands  have  been  sold  for  grossly  in- 
adequate prices.  Because  of  the  quality  of  their  titles  the  Indians  have  been 
unable  to  protect  their  equities  in  these  lands.  They  do  not  have  funds  to  pay 
the^  tax  liens;  they  can  neither  sell  nor  encumber.  The  Government  has  been 
active  in  the  matter,  it  is  true,  but  futile.  Appeals,  injunction  cases,  depart- 
mental orders,  threats,  and  prohibitory  regulations  have  been  rife,  but  in  the 
meantime  the  Indians  have  been  losing  their  lands  and  bidders  at  tax  sales  have 
been  acquiring  them  at  ruinous  prices.  And  this  situation  has  not  improved  the 
financial  condition  of  the  county.  It  has  almost  come  to  pass  that  the  county 
must  furnish  an  abstract  of  title  for  each  piece  of  real  estate  offered  for  sale  for 
taxes.  The  writer  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  a  suit  to  foreclose 
the  county's  lien  for  taxes  against  real  estate  which  has  been  offered  for  sale  for 
taxes  for  three  years  in  succession  and  not  sold  for  want  of  bidders.  There  are 
over  490  separate  descriptions  involved  and  taxes  and  interest  in  excess  of 
$70,000.  The  real  estate  involved  in  this  foreclosure  is  not  all  such  real  estate 
as  is  referred  to  above,  not  half  of  it,  but  the  situation  with  reference  to  delinquent 
taxes  in  the  county  has  been  promoted  and  complicated  by  the  Indian  tax 
situation. 

The  moral  and  physical  condition  of  the  Indians  is  bad;  in  some  respects, 
appalling.  The  Indian  is  of  and  a  part  of  the  citizenship  of  the  county,  but  for  the 
most  part,  just  technically  so.  He  has  been  civilized  and  educated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment for  years,  but  it  didn't  take.  The  young  Indian  is  sent  off  to  Government 
schools  where  he  accumulates  all  of  the  vices  of  the  white  man  and  few  of  the 
virtues.  After  he  has  been  back  on  the  reservation  a  short  time,  it  is  difficult 
to  distinguish  the  educated  Indian  from  his  poor  benighted  brother  who  has  been 
content  to  stay  unenlightened.  The  Government  school  graduate  doesn't  even 
outdress  the  reservation  product.  The  highest  types  of  Indian  we  have,  and 
we  have  many  of  them,  are  the  old-fashioned,  uneducated  pagans.  But  all  of 
the  Indians,  the  old  ones  and  the  new  Government- trained  types,  fail  to  measure 
up  to  our  white  standards  of  morality.  And  this  is  not  because  the  Indian  is 
degenerate  or  vicious,  but  he  is  of  a  different  race,  with  a  different  background, 
and  usually  with  a  hearty  contempt  for  our  standards.  The  old-time  Indian 
still  believes  in  and  observes,  so  far  as  he  can,  the  old  tribal  marriage  and  divorce 
customs.  He  used  to  marry  one  or  several  wives,  as  the  case  might  be,  and 
divorced  one  or  all  rather  casually.  He  has  never  been  convinced  that  the 
white  man's  way  is  better,  or  even  as  good  as  his,  although  he  conforms  to  a 
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certain  extent.  Whether  or  not  the  younger  Indians  are  obsessed  by  the  old 
tribal  complex  is  difficult  to  determine,  but  it  is  certain  that  he  marries  with 
abandon  and  deserts  with  joy.  If  he  feels  constrained  to  take  out  a  license  and 
legally  marry  he  considers  it  to  be  only  on  the  installment  plan,  but  usually  he 
doesn't  even  bother  to  take  out  the  marriage  license.  There  are  perhaps  100 
couples  on  the  reservation  who  are  living  together  who  have  never  endured  the 
formality  of  a  marriage  ceremony,  and,  perhaps  nearly  as  many  more  who  have 
been  legally  married,  and  separated,  without  divorce  and  married  again,  this 
latter  time  according  to  Indian  custom.  Since  the  advent  of  the  6-month 
divorce  law  in  this  state,  it  has  been  impossible  to  keep  the  marital  relations  legal 
on  the  reservation.  No  Indian,  in  the  prime  of  life,  will  wait  six  months  after 
losing  one  spouse  before  he  takes  on  another.  He  thoroughly  believes  that  "it 
is  better  to  marry  than  to  burn,"  even  though  he  has  to  violate  the  law  a  little. 
The  marital  condition  of  the  Indians  is  bad  and  growing  worse.  What  to  da 
about  it  is  a  bigger  problem  than  the  problem  itself.  The  county  has  neither 
the  money  nor  the  agencies  to  cope  with  the  situation.  Recently  the  county 
attorney  and  the  superintendent  on  the  reservation  conferred  on  the  matter  and 
agreed  on  a  plan  which  would  at  least  straighten  out  every  marriage  tangle 
among  the  Indians  for  the  time  being,  or  would  mete  out  punishment  for  violation 
of  the  law  to  every  delinquent,  but  lack  of  funds  with  which  to  operate  the 
courts  and  officers  forbids  putting  the  plan  into  operation.  It  is  peculiar  about 
public  finance.  No  matter  how  poor  a  county  may  be,  even  more  poverty 
stricken  than  Thurston  County,  thousands  of  dollars  may  be  found  for  roads, 
bridges,  and  even  just  plain  doo-dads  but  a  few  hundred  can't  be  spared,  not  even 
found,  which  may  be  used  to  repair  the  pathway  of  moral  and  civic  righteousness 
and  lead  the  people  therein.  The  writer  honestly  feels  that,  and  he  is  no  Sunday 
school  superintendent,  either. 

The  liquor  situation  among  the  Indians  is  bad.  The  writer  is  told  that  over 
in  the  Indian  country  proper  the  bootleggers  are  so  numerous  that  they  wear 
badges  to  avoid  soliciting  each  other.  I  feel  that  this  is  a  slight  exaggeration. 
It  is  true  that  intoxicants,  such  as  they  are,  can  easily  be  obtained  by  the  Indians. 
But  it  is  not  the  conventional  bootlegger  that  causes  the  most  of  the  trouble,  it 
is  the  purveyor  of  canned  heat,  rub  alcohol,  and  denatured  alcohol — the  Indians 
call  this  latter  commodity  ''Derail."  Young  and  old  drink  all  these  special 
brands  avidly.  The  drug  stores  in  towns  just  off  the  reservation,  hardware 
stores,  garages,  and  occasionally  a  regular  bootlegger  sells  the  stuff.  It  may 
sound  like  "passing  the  buck"  but  it  is  nevertheless  the  truth  that  the  Indians 
do  get  most  of  their  beverages  outside  of  the  county.  What  we  have  to  contend 
with  in  the  county  is  the  "hell"  the  stufiF  raises  when  the  Indians  get  it  into 
themselves  and  come  home.  And  the  Indians  make  their  own,  too.  It  is  said 
that  the  tomato  wine  and  wine  made  from  wild  fruits,  the  Indians  manufacture,  is 
the  very  best  there  is  these  days;  and  they  know  how  to  home-brew  their  beer 
right  well.  One  direct  result  of  the  liquor  situation  among  the  Indians  is  the 
rapidly  growing  number  of  violent  sex  crimes  among  the  young  Indians.  The 
writer  has  lived  with  these  Indians  for  more  than  20  years  and  never  heard  of  an 
Indian  committing  a  sex  crime,  until  within  the  past  very  few  years.  Now, 
rarely  a  week  passes  that  I  do  not  have  a  complaint  in  the  office  of  an  assault,  a 
rape,  a  fornication,  or  an  act  of  adultery  committed  while  one  or  both  of  the 
participants  were  intoxicated.  We  now  have  warrants  out  in  two  cases  where 
several  Indian  boys  took  young  Indian  girls  for  a  ride,  got  them  drunk,  and 
forcibly  ravished  them;  in  one  case  three  Indians  ravished  one  girl  in  succession 
and  fled  leaving  her  in  an  unconscious  condition.  In  these  days  on  the  reserva- 
tion is  is  highly  dangerous  for  a  young  Indian  girl  or  woman  to  accompany  a 
young  Indian  anywhere  unless  she  is  chaperoned  by  a  physically  competent 
elderly  relative;  if  liquor  intervenes  in  the  party  virginity  and  cha'sitity  depart 
at  once.  In  some  cases,  even  a  woman's  husband  is  not  sufficient  protection. 
There  is  one  case  pending  in  the  county  at  the  present  time  in  which  it  is  alleged 
that  at  a  drunken  party  at  the  woman's  home  she  was  ravished  in  the  presence 
of  her  husband,  and  upon  the  very  bed  upon  which  he  was  lying  ill,  by  an  in- 
toxicated reveller. 

Thank  God,  the  Indians  do  not  steal.  An  Indian  has  as  a  rule  a  genuine 
contempt  for  a  white  man  because  his  white  brother  is  greedy  for  houses,  lands, 
and  money.  The  Indian  wants  plenty  to  eat  and  to  be  comfortable.  In  the  old 
days  food  was  community  property  among  the  Indians,  and  if  one  Indian  had 
plenty  and  another  had  none  it  was  proper  for  the  needy  one  to  partake  of  the 
plenty  of  his  fortunate  brother,  whether  the  owner  was  present  or  absent.  They 
will  do  that  now  with  each  other  but  they  do  not  steal,  not  the  older  ones.     If 
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a  young  one  steals  it  is  usually  to  provide  funds  for  a  drunk.  But  can  he  be 
blamed?  The  white  man  who  lives  with  him  steals  and  steals  mostly  from  the 
Indian,  and  when  he  has  accumulated  much  wealth  by  his  operations  he  puts 
on  airs  and  is  made  over  by  other  white  people. 

The  enforcement  of  the  laws  among  the  Indians  is  rapidly  surpassing  the  capac- 
ity of  the  county's  treasury  and  its  courts  and  officers.  A  statistical  report  filed 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  by  the  local  Indian  superintendent  for 
the  fiscal  year  of  1929  states  that  during  that  year  Indians  were  prosecuted  for 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  in  the  local  State  courts  and  the  Federal  courts  at  Sioux 
City  and  Omaha  in  355  cases.  The  same  report  shows  that  white  persons  were 
prosecuted  in  139  cases.  All  these  cases  arose  on  the  local  reservations  in  Thurs- 
ton county.  The  proportion  is  significant  when  it  is  considered  that  the  total 
population  of  the  county  is  at  present  estimated  to  be  12,000,  of  which  the  Indians 
number  but  2,671.  The  report  of  the  writer  to  the  Indian  Office  for  the  period 
from  July  1,  1928,  to  May  1,  1929,  disclosed  that  law  enforcement  among  the 
Indians  had  cost  the  county  $3,890.  This  is  not  a  huge  sum,  of  course,  but  taken 
from  the  meager  sum  available  for  general  purposes  in  this  county  almost  amounts 
to  a  disaster.  This  item  represented  only  the  amount  paid  out  by  the  county 
for  justice  fees  and  the  mileage  of  officers.  No  such  an  amount  was  legally  avail- 
able for  the  purpose.  But  this  is  an  annual  occurence  and  often  results  in  the 
county  officials  being  compelled  to  go  for  long  periods  without  their  salaries, 
until  the  time  comes  for  new  levies. 

The  constitutional  limit  is  levied  for  all  purposes  in  the  county  every  year  but 
does  not  produce  funds  sufficient.  Bookkeeping  in  this  county  is  a  highly  special- 
ized art.  We  are  too  poor  and  humble  to  speak  of  finance.  And  yet,  in  spite  of 
all  of  the  above  and  foregoing  Thurston  County  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  Common- 
wealth. We  do  more  for  less  money.  We  have  the  best  land  for  the  cheapest 
price  in  the  State.  The  Indians  are  not  half  as  bad  as  the  poor  white  trash  that 
infest  them.  And  we  have  the  finest  body  of  citizens,  exclusive  of  the  Indian 
skinners,  in  the  Nation. 

The  health  problem  in  the  county  is  serious.  Tuberculosis  and  venereal  dis- 
eases are  so  prevalent  among  the  Indians  that  unless  radical  measures  are  soon 
taken  to  effect  control  the  situation  will  seriously  menace  the  whole  county,  if  not 
the  State.  In  the  writer's  office  there  is  a  list  containing  the  names  of  122  cases 
of  syphilis,  4-plus  cases,  and  50  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  should  have  sanatorium 
treatment,  and  it  is  certain  that  there  are  many  more  among  the  Indians  which 
have  not  been  officially  reported.  The  county  is  attempting  to  cooperate  with 
the  Government  in  the  care  and  treatment  of  these  cases,  but  at  a  cost  that  is 
practically  prohibitive  in  our  present  financial  condition.  The  hospital  at  the 
Winnebago  Agency  offers  treatment  of  the  Indians  without  charge.  The  State 
has  been  furnishing  salvarsan  without  charge,  but  just  recently  has  ceased  to 
furnish  it  to  the  hospital.  The  difficulty  here  is  that  while  the  hospital  authorities 
can  and  do  afford  treatment  to  the  Indians,  there  is  no  Federal  authority  to  com- 
pel the  Indians  to  resort  to  the  hospital,  and  no  authority  vested  in  the  hospital 
officials  to  hold  or  discipline  the  patients  when  they  are  presented  for  treatment. 
The  county  has  been  paying  the  fees  and  mileage  of  an  officer  to  serve  health  war- 
rants, and  the  expense  is  heavy.  When  an  Indian  is  reported  to  be  in  need  of 
treatment  the  officer  must  arrest  and  transport  him  to  the  W^innebago  Agency, 
and  in  many  cases  when  the  time  arrives  for  the  next  treatment  the  officer  must 
go  again  and  seize  and  transport  the  patient.  In  the  syphilitic  cases,  especially, 
the  officer  is  required  to  transport  many  of  the  victims  for  every  treatment.  The 
hospital  and  medical  service  afforded  the  Indians  at  the  agency  hospital  has  been 
worthy  of  commendation.  The  service  rendered  has  been  efficient  to  the  limit  of 
the  capacity  of  the  hospital,  its  staff,  and  equipment.  The  hospital  building  is 
inadequate  in  size,  not  sufficiently  equipped,  and  the  staff  is  not  large  enough. 
All  sorts  of  cases,  syphilis,  tuberculosis,  surgical,  and  general  medical  cases  must 
be  handled  together  in  a  small,  overcrowded,  rather  antiquated  building,  scantily 
provided  with  supplies  and  equipment.  It  is  really  remarkable,  considering  the 
inadequacy  of  the  building  and  equipment,  how  those  in  charge  of  the  hospital  for 
the  Indians  have  so  efficiently  functioned. 

The  Indian's  problem  of  bread  and  butter  is  rapidly  become  critical.  His  main 
sources  of  revenue  are  his  rentals.  Rents  are  low,  and  after  taxes  are  deducted 
in  cases  of  those  lands  which  are  on  the  tax  list  there  remains  very  little  for  the 
Indian  to  live  on.  He  has  no  other  business  than  that  of  landlord.  The  Govern- 
ment has  tried  to  make  a  farmer  of  him  for  50  years,  and  he  is  a  poorer  farmer 
now  than  he  was  in  the  beginning  and  is  more  averse  to  engaging  in  the  occupa- 
tion.    He  ifl  not  taught  in  the  schools  anything  to  fit  him  for  any  other  business 
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or  occupation,  not  in  the  local  schools,  and  he  does  not  stay  in  the  Government 
schools  long  enough  to  master  a  vocation.  There  is  no  one  to  lead  him  into  activi- 
ties that  might  enable  him  to  sustain  himself.  The  Government  maintains  an 
elaborate  system  on  the  reservation  to  make  it  certain  that  the  white  grafter 
skins  the  Indian  in  a  strictly  legal  manner,  and,  also,  two  so-called  farmers,  a 
large  part  of  whose  time  is  spent  in  the  alleged  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic. 
The  Government  now  assumes  no  responsibility  for  the  Indian's  moral  and 
social  condition,  but  confines  its  activities  to  administering  his  finances.  And 
what  a  mess  the  Government  has  made  of  it.  Fifty  years  ago  the  Winnebago 
and  Omaha  Indians  owned,  unencumbered  and  e.xempt  from  taxation,  300,000 
acres  of  the  best  farm  land  in  the  State  of  Nebraska.  The  land  was  allotted  to 
the  Indians  in  severalty  and  the  Government  undertook  then  a  course  of  treat- 
ment which  was  designed  to  ''promote  settled  habits  of  industry"  among  the 
Indians,  prepare  and  train  them  for  responsible  citizenship,  and  preserve  for 
them,  until  the  expiration  of  a  certain  specified  trust  period,  their  wealth  intact. 
After  all  of  these  years  these  Indians  now  own  approximately  70,000  acres  of 
land  and  some  $200,000  in  mone}-,  which  is  disappearing  at  the  rate  of  about 
$30,000  per  year.  Perhaps  more  than  half  of  the  individuals,  and  certainly  all 
those  who  have  heretofore  received  patents  in  fee  for  their  lands,  are  penniless 
or  about  to  be  in  a  very  short  time.  After  50  years  of  benign  and  political  govern- 
mental care  and  supervision,  both  tribes  are  on  the  verge  of  moral  and  financial 
bankruptcy.  They  need  so  much  of  financial,  moral,  and  physical  help,  and 
about  all  we  are  doing,  or  promise  to  do,  to  supply  their  needs  is  to  prosecute 
them  for  the  violations  of  laws  they  neither  understand  nor  approve  of. 

A  committee  of  citizens  of  this  county  recently  made  a  hurried  survey  of  con- 
ditions on  the  reservations,  the  real  purpose  of  which  was  to  deny  report  of  mis- 
administration  of  Indian  affairs  on  Indian  reservations.  Quoting  from  that 
report,  made  to  the  Senate  Committee  of  Indian  Affairs:  "Poverty  among  the 
Omaha  and  Winnebago  Indians  is  serious  and  is  steadily  increasing  *  *  *, 
It  is  very  apparent  that  in  a  few  short  years  the  burden  of  caring  for  old  Indians 
is  going  to  be  so  heavy  that  Thurston  County  can  not  sustain  it,  but  must  call 
upon  some  outside  authority,  State  or  Federal,  for  assistance."  This  writer  was 
a  member  of  that  committee  and  at  the  time  the  report  was  agreed  upon  w^as  of 
the  opinion,  and  now^  is,  that  the  report  should  have  stated  not  "old  Indians" 
but  all  Indians;  and,  that  the  report  should  not  have  comforted  those  in  responsi- 
bility with  the  thought  that  the  time  is  not  yet  but,  perhaps,  far  off.  Reallj' 
the  county  and  State  is  facing  right  now  the  duty  and  necessity  of  caring  for  a 
large  number  of  these  Indians;  many  who  are  old,  many  who  are  young  and 
incompetent,  and  all  of  whom  have  been  neglected,  abused,  and  robbed,  not  of 
their  wealth  alone,  but  of  every  fair  chance  to  be  and  become  civilized  American 
citizens  and  masters  of  their  own  destinies. 

And,  finally,  there  is  the  problem  of  the  young  Indians,  those  between  the  ages 
of  pubert}^  and  majority.  These  comprise  all  that  is  left  of  an  opportunity  to 
salvage  both  local  tribes.  The  older  folks  are  perhaps  too  far  gone  for  moral 
regeration.  They  can  not  be  trained  at  this  late  date  and  no  one  who  has  partici- 
pated in  relieving  them  of  their  heritage  will  now,  perhaps,  be  willing  to  make 
restitution.  But  these  young  ones  may  be  saved  and  made  into  something  worth 
while.  There  is  good  stuff  in  them,  and  good  blood  when  it  is  not  polluted  by 
white  vices.  There  are  1,337  Indians  enrolled  as  minors  at  the  local  agency  office. 
Four  hundred  forty-one  are  in  local  white  schools,  several  hundred  more  attend 
Government  Indian  schools,  where  they  ought  not  to  be,  and  several  hundred  are 
under  school  age.  These  boys  and  girls  mature  early,  and  in  these  days  of  outlaw 
liquor  and  sex  anarchy  each  and  every  young  Indian  becomes  a  moral  and  social 
problem  in  the  community  upon  arrival  at  the  age  of  puberty.  The  Indian  maiden 
as  a  rule,  is  strongly  inclined  to  be  chaste.  The  Indian  boy,  unless  rigidly  disci- 
plined, is  a  young  savage,  intolerant  of  restriction,  and  a  slave  to  his  sex  urge. 
In  these  tribes  the  woman  have  always  been  subservient  to  the  men,  and  it  is  not 
in  their  nature  to  resist  them  vigorously  in  any  matter.  If  neither  has  proper 
training  nor  moral  leadership,  the  result  of  their  association  together  is  inevitable. 
The  least  that  happens  is  responsible,  improvident,  infant  marriage — and  this 
happens  often. 

There  are  many  cases,  and  their  number  is  rapidly  growing,  where  not  even  a 
semblance  of  marriage  is  preserved,  but  fornication,  adultery,  rape,  and  bastardy 
are  the  consequences.  Since  the  writer  has  been  county  attorney  the  cases  of 
juvenile  delinquency  among  the  Indians  has  more  than  doubled  every  year. 
Two  3-ears  ago  Thurston  County  had  its  first  rape  case  involving  Indians.  The 
boy  was  barely  20  years  of  age,  the  girl  was  13.     Within  the  past  six  weeks  there 


2144      SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 

have  been  four  such  cases.  Most,  practically  all,  of  the  cases  are  complicated 
with  the  liquor  problem.  The  girls  have  learned  to  drink  as  well  as  the  boys,  and 
when  under  the  influence  of  liquor  may  be  induced  to  submit  to  anyone  who  will 
furnish  another  drink.  There  are  many  of  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  who  are 
orphans  and  who  have  heretofore  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  in  Gov- 
ernment schools.  Superintendents  of  these  schools  have  recently  been  deprived 
of  all  disciplinary  powers  in  their  schools,  and  when  their  charges  become  difficult 
to  persuade  it  has  become  the  practice  of  the  superintendents  to  expel  the  children 
and  send  them  back  to  the  reservation,  and,  in  the  case  of  orphans,  they  immedi- 
ately become  a  charge  and  a  burden  upon  the  county.  Within  the  past  year  the 
writer  has  had  committed  to  his  care  six  Indian  girls  between  the  ages  of  13  and 
16  years  who  were  expelled  from  Government  schools  and  returned  to  the  reser- 
vation where  they  had  neither  parents  nor  relatives  able  to  provide  them  a 
proper  home.  Two  of  the  girls  became  infected  with  a  venereal  disease  within 
a  month  after  their  return  to  the  reservation.  One  girl  was  returned  from  the 
Government  school  pregnant.  We  frequently  have  girls  13  and  14  years  of  age 
who  become  infected  with  venereal  disease,  and  many  who  are  unmarried  mothers 
before  they  are  16.  Thurston  County  could  not  properly  take  care  of  these 
delinquents  if  it  had  the  funds.  It  is  difficult  to  get  the  children  into  State  insti- 
tutions, and  it  is  rank  cruelty  to  place  them  there.  These  school  cases  are  an 
especial  problem  because  they  descend  upon  the  county  so  unexpectedly. 

Recently  two  little  girls  were  put  on  the  train  at  a  Government  school,  both 
orphans,  13  and  15  years  of  age,  and  the  local  authorities  received  a  telegram 
stating  that  they  would  arrive  at  a  certain  hour.  There  was  not  time  to  make 
any  arrangements  except  to  meet  the  train.  When  they  did  arrive,  they  were  so 
glad  to  get  back  to  the  place  that  used  to  be  home  and  so  pathetically  happy  to 
have  some  one  meet  them  at  the  train,  the  spectacle  caused  even  the  hard-boiled 
sheriff  of  the  county  to  weep.  And  they  were  not  bad  girls.  They  were  not 
happy  in  school.  Father  and  mother  were  both  dead.  No  relatives  ever  came 
to  the  school  to  see  them  or  send  them  any  word.  They  finally  concluded  that 
no  one  in  the  world  cared  for  them  and  even  thought  the  school  authorities  didn't 
want  them  in  school.  Some  of  their  fellow  pupils  had  taunted  them  about  their 
neglected  condition  and  because  no  relative  or  loved  ones  ever  paid  them  any 
attention.  In  their  misery  they  finalh^  decided  to  run  away  from  school  and 
come  back  to  the  only  place  they  knew  of  where  they  might  hope  for  sympathy. 
They  were  caught,  returned  to  the  school,  humiliated,  expelled,  and  placed  on  the 
train  with  tickets  for  the  reservation.  The  law  was  notified  to  take  care  of  them 
upon  their  arrival.  The  county  had  no  place  for  them  but  in  jail,  in  the  woman's 
ward.  We  wouldn't  send  them  to  Geneva,  if  we  could  have  gotten  them  in,  and 
it  took  two  weeks  to  find  a  place  for  them  m  a  mission  school.  In  the  meantime 
the  two  little  orphans  blossomed  like  roses.  Some  one  was  kind  to  them  and  took 
an  interest  in  them.  They  were  happy  and  contented,  although  technically  in 
jail,  and  wept  bitterly  when  they  left.  If  they  had  been  turned  loose  on  the 
reservation,  as  many  of  such  who  are  returned  from  school,  there  would  have 
been  two  more  hospital  cases  and  perhaps  two  more  criminal  cases  for  county 
authorities  in  a  very  short  time.  There  are  many  such  cases  on  the  reservation. 
There  are  16  Indian  girls  on  the  county  attorney's  list,  all  under  the  age  of  18 
years,  and  whose  cases  are  now  awaiting  action. 

(Since  beginning  this  letter  there  have  been  reported  to  the  writer's  oflBce 
one  young  Indian  mother  and  her  three  children  who  have  been  deserted  by 
the  husband  and  father,  left  without  home  or  funds  and  no  relatives  of  suffi- 
cient ability  to  care  for  them,  and  a  16-year-old  unmarried  mother,  an  orphan, 
and  whose  relatives  are  unwilling  to  assume  the  burden.) 

There  are  more  cases  of  delinquents  among  the  boys  than  the  girls,  of  course, 
but  their  cases  do  not  have  the  same  appeal.  They  are  tough-fibered,  as  a 
rule,  wise  in  their  evil  ways,  and  can  fend  for  themselves,  if  put  to  it;  but  after 
all  it  is  the  delinquent  boys  that  make  most  of  the  delinquent  girls,  and  the 
boys  need  attention — more  care  and  attention  than  they  are  getting,  and  at  an 
expense  not  within  the  county's  possible  budget. 

It  has  been  an  object  of  the  foregoing  statement  to  emphasize  the  financial 
and  general  equipment  inabihty  of  Thurston  County  to  handle  its  Indian  prob- 
lem as  well  as  to  outline  the  problem.  The  job  is  big  enough  for  the  State  of 
Nebraska  and,  perhaps,  for  the  Government.  It  is  folly  to  ignore  the  moral 
situation  of  these  young  Indians  especially,  and  it  would  be  a  shame  to  allow 
80  much  good  material  for  excellent  citizenship  to  go  to  waste  and  ruin,  as  has 
been  done  in  the  past.  These  young  folks  are  intelligent,  teachable,  and  de- 
cidedly likeable.     They  are  living  in  diseased  and  immoral  situations,  yet  are 
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naturally  clean,  healthy,  and  have  a  flair  for  rugged  morality.  They  love 
their  homes,  their  friends  and  relatives,  and  their  country.  During  the  late 
war  there  were  more  volunteers  in  the  army  from  among  the  Indians  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers  than  from  among  the  whites — many  times  more. 
The  record  will  undoubtedly  show  that  not  one  Indian  in  Thurston  County 
was  drafted  into  the  service,  but  all  who  could  pass  the  physical  examination 
volunteered.  A  number  were  wounded,  but  not  one  deserted.  And  they  made 
good  soldiers.  Their  war  record  is  one  for  white  people  to  shoot  at  for  the 
next  thousand  years,  if  we  keep  fighting  that  long.  The  situation  is  serious. 
The  job  is  a  big  one,  and  Thurston  County  is  not  equipped,  financially  and 
otherwise,  to  render  the  service  required  unless  it  received  the  assistance  of 
the  State  or  the  Federal  Government.  We  expect  to  appeal  to  both  authorities, 
and  if  both  fail  us,  then  God  help  us  all. 

We  read  in  the  Good  Book  that  "A  vision  appeared  to  Paul  in  the  night: 
There  stood  a  man  of  Macedonia,  and  prayed  him,  "Come  over  into  Macedonia, 
and  help  us." 

Sincerely  yours, 

Cecil  R.  Boughkr. 


Omaha,  Nebr.,  March  11,  1929. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Parmenter, 

Assistant  Attorney  General, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  About  two  years  ago  when  I  was  in  your  office  (during  your  absence) 
one  of  your  assistants,  I  believe  it  was  Mr.  Capa-Rodriquez,  requested  that  if 
it  occurred  to  me  that  any  particular  legislation  might  be  needed  with  reference 
to  Indian  affairs  he  wished  I  would  submit  the  same. 

I  have  been  concerned,  as  the  files  of  your  office  will  disclose  to  some  extent, 
with  litigation  growing  out  of  Indian  affairs  in  this  States. 

By  way  of  suggestion  I  have  prepared  a  formal  act  of  Congress,  which  I  be- 
lieve would  meet  many  of  the  difficulties  existing  in  this  State.  Herewith  I 
hand  you  two  copies  of  the  same. 

As  to  section  1,  I  will  state  that  something  of  this  character  should  be  enacted 
in  order  to  prevent  the  overreaching  of  Indians  by  designing  white  persons  and, 
so  far  as  Nebraska  Indians  are  concerned,  at  least,  the  proposed  legislation  would 
to  a  considerable  extent  apply  to  the  Indian  of  our  time  the  provisions  of  section 
2103  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  which  virtually  has  become  obsolete  and  unen- 
forcible  for  the  reason  that  all  Indians  are  now  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
our  observation  of  the  Indian  of  the  present  day  leads  us  to  conclude  that  he  is 
just  as  much  in  need  of  protection  as  were  his  ancestors  at  the  time  that  section 
2103  of  the  Revised  Statutes  was  enacted. 

Section  2  refers  to  several  classes  of  alienation,  first  as  to  the  lien  of  personal 
judgments.  This  may  not  be  necessary.  It  may  be  the  law  as  it  exists  to-day, 
but  that  question  in  many  instances  may  be  doubted,  and  the  provision  proposed 
would  obviate  all  doubt  and  if  unnecessary  would  be  harmless  and  would  be 
construed  to  be  declaratory  of  existing  law. 

Another  clause  provides  against  the  taxation  of  lands  purchased  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  Indian  dependents.  This  provision  is 
intended  to  create  a  rule  for  which  we  have  so  strenuously  contended  in  the  case 
of  Work  against  Mummert  (BMP  FKF  227884-1),  which  was  finally  decided 
against  us  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals.  In  the  opinion  it  is  stated  in  sub- 
stance that  such  land  should  be  taxed  until  Congress  otherwise  provides.  The 
provision  suggested  does  not  call  for  any  changes  on  the  question  of  taxation 
until  after  the  year  1930.  This  suggestion  is  made  because  it  would  be  mani- 
festly unfair  to  remove  from  the  resources  of  Nebraska  land  now  taxable  without 
giving  the  State  an  opportunity  to  readjust  because  of  the  changed  basis  of 
taxation. 

Section  3  is  simply  a  Congressional  recognition  of  the  policy  now  existing  in 
the  Interior  Department. 

Section  4  relates  to  the  remedy  for  enforcing  causes  of  action  against  Indians 
and  is  suggested  because  of  the  unfairness  as  we  view  it  exercised  by  designing 
white  men  to  gain  advantage  by  suing  in  the  State  courts  under  proceedings 
which  do  not  give  the  Indian  a  chance  to  protect  his  own  interests.  The  plan 
suggested  will  give  the  Government  officials  information  regarding  the  institution 
of  the  suit,  an  opportunity  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  rights  of  the  Indian.  The 
undersigned  now  has  under  investigation  certain  proceedings  had  in  the  State 

26465— 30— PT  5 ^18 


2146     SUBVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 

court  wherein  a  designing  white  person  took  an  Indian's  note  under  a  promise 
to  render  service  in  procuring  an  order  from  the  Interior  Department  removing 
restrictions  upon  the  Indian's  land.  Such  service  was  wholly  unnecessary  and 
no  effort  was  made  to  earn  the  compensation  agreed  to,  and  yet  the  white  man 
has  recently  obtained  a  judgment  in  the  County  Court  of  Thurston  County 
against  the  Indian.  The  case  is  Theodore  Johnson  against  Eliza  Morgan 
Thomas,  and  this  judgment  may  destroy  the  opportunity  that  otherwise  Eliza 
Morgan  Thomas  has  to  redeem  her  land  from  the  taxes  which  were  in  Work 
against  Mummert  adjudged  to  be  alien.  There  are  many  other  similar  instances, 
and  most  of  them  are  never  brought  to  our  official  attention  because  there  is  no 
law  apparently  now  which  would  make  governmental  activity  necessary. 

Section  5  proposes  a  repeal  of  the  so-called  Brown  Act  and  would  remove  from 
taxation  Indian  allotments  now  made  taxable  by  the  acts  repealed  after  the 
expiration  of  the  original  25-year  restricted  period.  Experience  has  developed 
that  the  Indians  are  now  as  dependent  as  they  were  when  the  trust  patents  were 
issued.  They  have  not  proven  themselves  capable  of  looking  after  their  own 
interests,  and  the  taxation  of  their  allotments  is  a  burden  which  should  be 
obviated.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Omaha  and  Winnebago  Agencies  has  told 
the  undersigned  of  many  instances  wherein  it  is  impossible  to  rent  the  land  for 
sufficient  compensation  to  meet  the  amount  of  taxes  levied. 

Section  6  suggested  the  undersigned  believes  to  be  only  an  expression  of  the 
law  that  now  exists.  It  relates  to  allotments  made  to  Winnebago  Indians  under 
patents  issued  in  pursuance  to  the  act  of  February  21,  1863.  These  allotments 
are  frequently  referred  to  as  the  Leaming  allotments.  In  the  years  1927  and 
1928  these  allotments  were  all  run  on  the  tax  list  by  the  board  of  equalization 
of  Thurston  County  and  appear  of  record  to  be  taxed  the  same  as  deeded  land. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  them,  perhaps  nearly  100.  Independent  of  the 
question  of  legislation  the  undersigned  believes  that  action  should  be  taken  at  an 
early  date  in  order  to  remove  the  cloud  occasioned  by  the  levying  of  these  taxes. 
If  it  is  found  that  this  class  of  allotments  is  taxable,  then  there  will  be  another 
wholesale  pilfering  and  numerous  losses  to  the  Indians.  It  would  seem  that  the 
matter  should  not  rest  as  it  is  now  until  the  taxes  aggregate  such  an  amount  that 
redemption  would  finally  be  the  more  difficult  in  the  event  that  it  was  adjudged 
that  the  allotments  were  subject  to  the  taxes. 

Section  7  relates  to  trespassing  upon  Indian  lands.  This  is  intended  to  meet  a 
difficulty  frequently  called  to  our  attention.  The  law  is  not  adequate.  Of  course, 
the  State  law  might  be  resorted  to  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  so  many  officers 
of  the  State  and  county  are  prejudiced  against  the  Indians  and  frequenth'  assist 
the  white  grafters  in  putting  over  their  pilfering  designs. 

Section  8  is  intended  to  meet  another  situation  now  so  difficult  for  the  super- 
intendent of  the  agency  and  this  office  to  contend  with.  Such  a  provision  enacted 
by  Congress  would  have  a  salutary  effect  and  would  enable  us  to  prosecute  in 
the  Federal  court  such  offenses  as  are  therein  described. 

Section  9  is  proposed  for  the  same  purposes  as  are  above  recited  with  reference 
to  section  8. 

.  There  is  a  situation  here  in  Nebraska  regarding  which  your  department  and  the 
Interior  Department  may  be  interested  with  a  view  of  solving  a  question  very 
important  to  many  Indians  concerned — the  question  of  taxes  now  imposed  against 
lands  owned  by  Indians  and  purchased  with  trust  funds. 

That  such  lands  are  taxable  under  existing  law  seems  to  be  settled  by  the  deci- 
sion in  Work  against  Mummert,  and  there  are  numerous  Indian  farms  to  be  con- 
trolled by  the  same  rule  and  those  lands  will  be  lost  to  the  Indians  unless  some 
relief  may  be  had  or  some  plan  found  by  which  redemption  may  be  brought 
about. 

It  seems  to  the  undersigned  that  the  Government  might  well  appropriate  a 
fund  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  necessary  relief,  the  funds  to  be 
loaned  to  the  Indian  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  his  land  from  taxes  found  to  be 
legally  imposed.  In  providing  such  relief  Congress  could  reserve  a  lien  on  the 
lands,  virtually  providing  that  the  Government  be  subrogated  to  the  lien  for 
taxes  thus  paid.  A  provision  for  subrogation  should  be  so  comprehensive  as  to 
permit  and  require  the  Government  to  rent  the  land  and  to  collect  the  rent  with- 
holding a  sufficient  amount  to  create  a  sinking  fund  for  the  repayment  of  the 
money  used  from  the  appropriation.  The  department  in  charge  could  handle 
such  leases  in  cases  where  the  Indian  can  not  or  does  not  arise  to  necessities. 
Such  a  plan  thus  stated  generally,  the  undersigned  believes,  would  afford  an 
opportunity  for  proper  disciplining  of  the  Indian. 
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Another  matter  which  probably  should  receive  some  consideration  is  incident 
to  the  proposed  removal  of  lands  from  taxation.  It  is  the  question  of  schooling 
the  Indian  children.  The  undersigned  believes  that  Indian  children  are  now- 
attending  public  schools  maintained  by  the  State.  If  their  land  is  not  taxed  it 
would  seem  but  fair  that  the  school  district  should  be  reimbursed  in  some  way, 
and  it  seems  to  the  undersigned  that  some  system  could  be  adopted  whereby  the 
Federal  Government  might  well  attend  to  this  need  from  public  revenue  for  at 
least  a  period  of  years  until  the  present  burden  of  taxation  is  removed  in  some 
way. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(For  the  United  States  Attorney.) 

Ambrose  C.  Epperson, 
Assistant  United  States  Attorney. 


Omaha,  Nebr.,  March  11, 

SUGGESTED    LEGISLATION    RELATING    TO    INDIANS    IN    NEBRASKA 

<By  Ambrose  C.  Epperson,  Assistant  United  States  Attorney  for  Nebraska) 

AN  ACT  Making  additional  provisions  for  the  control  and  protection  of  Indian  lands  and  personal  prop- 
erty in  the  State  of  Nebraska 

Section  1.  No  contract  shall  be  consummated  or  binding  made  by  any  person, 
firm,  or  corporation  with  any  Indian  member  of  the  Omaha  or  W^^^^^ago 
Tribes  of  Indians  relating  to  real  estate  (except  leases  of  land  for  a  period  of  one 
year)  or  for  the  payment  or  delivery  of  any  money  or  thing  of  value  in  excess  of 
$100,  or  for  the  obtaining  of  any  compensation  to  such  contracting  party  or  any 
other  person  in  consideration  of  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  to  the  said 
Indian  relative  to  their  lands  or  to  any  claim  growing  out  of  or  in  reference  to 
annuities,  installments  or  other  requests,  claims,  demand  or  things  under  the 
laws  of  treaties  of  the  United  States  or  the  official  acts  of  any  officer  thereof  or 
in  any  way  connected  with  or  due  from  the  United  States  of  America,  whether 
said  lands  be  allotments  held  in  trust  or  lands  heretofore  or  hereafter  pui  chased 
for  said  Indians  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  unless  said  contract  be  approved  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  or,  if  he  refuses  to  give  his  consent,  then  by  the 
consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  if  said  contract  relates  to  the  sale  of 
merchandise,  farm  implements,  or  livestock  then  by  the  consent  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Indian  Agency. 

Sec.  2.  Lands  heretofore  or  hereafter  purchased  for  any  Omaha  or  Winnebago 
Indians  with  the  consent  or  under  the  direction  and  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  or  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  shall  not  be  liable  for  any 
personal  judgment  heretofore  or  hereafter  obtained  against  any  such  Indian 
owner  or  his  heirs  or  Indian  devisees;  nor  shall  such  land  be  subject  to  sale  or 
alienation  by  any  such  Indian  for  whom  the  same  was  purchased  or  by  his  heirs 
or  Indian  devisees;  nor  shall  the  same  be  subject  to  taxes  by  the  State,  county,  or 
its  municipal  subdividions  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided;  Provided,  however, 
That  the  restrictions  above  provided  for  may  be  removed  in  the  same  manner 
(other  than  by  the  issuance  of  fee  patents)  as  is  now  provided  by  acts  of  Congress 
for  the  removal  of  restrictions  from  lands  allotted  by  trust  patents  to  Omaha 
and  Winnebago  Indians  in  Nebraska;  Provided  further,  That  the  restrictions 
against  taxation  here  provided  for  shall  not  apply  to  taxes  imposed  in  the  year 
1930  and  earlier. 

Sec.  3.  That  lands  heretofore  or  hereafter  purchased  for  Omaha  and  Winnebago 
Indians  in  Nebraska  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  Secretarj-  of  the 
Interior  or  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  are  to  be  held  in  trust  by  the 
United  States  of  America  to  be  supervised  and  controlled  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  is  now  provided  by  law 
for  the  supervision  and  control  of  allotments  under  trust  patent  issued  to  such 
Indians, 

Sec.  4.  From  and  after  the  approval  of  this  act,  except  as  hereinafter  provided, 
any  action  brought  by  any  person,  firm,  or  corporation  against  an  Indian  pertain- 
ing to  any  lands  or  interest  in  lands  belonging  to  said  Indian  or  for  the  recovery 
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of  a  personal  judgment  against  such  Indian  shall  be  instituted  in  the  Federal 
Court  in  the  division  and  district  wherein  such  land  is  situate,  and  service  of 
process  shall  be  had  on  said  Indian  defendants  in  the  same  manner  as  in  other 
cases,  and  in  addition  thereto  a  copy  of  the  petition  or  complaint  shall  be  mailed 
by  registered  mail  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  of  America  on 
the  date  the  case  is  filed,  and  a  copy  shall  be  delivered  to  the  United  States  at- 
torney for  the  district  wherein  said  action  is  instituted,  and  any  Indian  defendant 
or  the  United  States  of  America  for  him  may  answer  said  pleading  at  any  time 
within  60  days  from  the  institution  of  said  action:  Provided,  however,  That  actions 
for  the  recovery  of  a  money  judgment  only  against  any  such  Indian  may  be  brought 
in  a  State  court  hereafter  but  upon  the  condition  that  the  legislature  of  the  State 
shall  first  pass  a  law  providing  that  any  Indian  defendant  in  such  action  may  an- 
swer the  pleading  filed  against  him  in  60  days,  and  further  requiring  that  a  copy 
of  the  complaint  shall  be  mailed  by  registered  mail  on  the  date  the  action  is  insti- 
tuted to  the  superintendent  of  the  agency  of  which  the  Indian  defendant  is  a 
constituent. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  6,  1910,  which  is  an  act  providing  for 
the  taxation  of  the  lands  of  the  Omaha  Indians  in  Nebraska  and  an  act  of  Congress 
of  date  December  30,  1916,  the  same  being  an  act  providing  for  the  taxation  of 
the  lands  of  the  Winnebago  Indians  and  the  Omaha  Indians  in  the  State  of  Ne- 
braska be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  however.  That  this  section 
shall  be  of  force  only  from  and  after  January  1,  1931. 

Sec.  6.  That  allotments  made  to  Winnebago  Indians  under  the  provisions  of 
section  4  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  21,  1863,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  removal  of  the  Winnebago  Indians  and  for  the  sale  of  their  reservation 
in  Minnesota  for  their  benefit"  shall  not  be  liable  for  taxes  by  the  State,  county, 
and  its  municipal  subdivisions  heretofore  or  hereafter  imposed  by  such  State, 
county,  and  municipal  subdivisions,  and  the  same  shall  not  be  subject  to  sale 
and  alienation  voluntarilj'  or  indirectly  by  the  Indian  allottees. 

Sec.  7.  Any  person  who  shall  willfully  go  upon  any  inclosed  or  cultivated  re- 
stricted lands  in  Nebraska  belonging  to  Indians  without  the  consent  of  the  rightful 
occupant  thereof,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum 
not  exceeding  $500  and  shall  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution. 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  cheat  or  defraud  any  Indian  or 
to  discriminate  against  any  Indian  in  the  prices  charged  him  or  paid  to  him  for 
common  commodities  and  merchandise  sold  and  bought,  and  it  shall  be  unlawful 
for  any  person  to  extend  credit  to  any  Indian  in  an  aggregate  amount  in  excess 
of  $100  for  merchandise,  farm  implements,  or  livestock  sold  said  Indian  withoxit 
the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Indian  Agency  of  which  said 
Indian  is  a  constituent. 

Any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  and  shall  be  fined  in  any  amount  not  less  than  $50  and  not  in  excess 
of  $2,000  or  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  30  days  nor  more  than  2  years,  or  both, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  9.  Any  person  who  knowingly  and  wilfully  deceives  any  Indian  or  any 
officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States  of  America  connected  with  Indian  aff'airs 
for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  any  Indian  or  tribe  of  Indians  or  who  shall  wilfully 
and  knowingly  interfere  with  the  due  administration  of  Indian  afi"airs  by  the 
United  States  of  America  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction 
shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  $2,000  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding  3 
years,  or  both,  and  shall  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution. 

Mr.  Ziebach.  Under  date  of  September  19,  1928,  the  tax  situation 
was  laid  before  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  I  brought  a 
copy  of  my  letter  and  it  has  been  laying  in  the  Indian  Office  for 
action,  also  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  got.  I  also  took  it  up  with  the 
United  States  attorney  and  there  is  a  copy  of  that  letter  and  his 
answer  to  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  at  Washington,  and  also 
a  copy  of  proposed  legislation  by  Judge  Eperson,  United  States 
attorney  at  Milwaukee. 

Senator  Frazier.  Thank  you,  superintendent,  we  will  have  that 
incorporated  in  the  record. 
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Winnebago  Indian  Agency, 
Winnebago,  Nebr.,  December  29,  1928. 
The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Wdshington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  Sir:  On  September  27,  1928,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  this  office,  prepared 
a  letter  to  your  office,  which  I  signed,  setting  forth  the  tax  matter  of  Learning 
allotments,  and  calling  special  attention  to  the  Walking  Over  Earth  allotment 
No.  LW-55,  part  of  which  I  am  quoting  in  order  to  make  the  case  clear  to  you. 

*  *  *  **  Based  on  the  same  classification  of  lands  comes  the  Walking  Over 
Earth  land,  the  S.  Yz  SE.  Yi  25-26-8,  which  was  sold  on  deferred  payments 
approved  by  the  Secretary  on  November  7,  1925,  and  the  purchaser,  B.  V. 
Dvorak,  was  placed  in  possession  under  office  letter  L-S  65676-25,  13820-11, 
dated  November  10,  1925,  and  did  take  possession  of  this  tract  of  land  at  that 
time,  though  title  still  rested  in  the  Government  pending  the  final  payment  and 
issuance  of  a  fee  patent  thereon,  which  was  done  under  date  of  July  27,  1928. 
Now  the  question  arises  as  to  whether  the  purchaser  will  have  to  pay  the  taxes 
during  the  time  he  held  possession  of  the  land  after  the  sale  thereof  was  approved 
to  him  on  November  7,  1928.  On  a  Fletcher  allotment,  the  purchaser  of  a  tract 
of  land  under  the  deferred-payment  plan  would  have  to  pay  the  taxes  from  the 
time  he  was  put  in  possession  of  the  land.  But  this  is  a  Leaming  allotment,  and 
the  Government  is  claiming  that  it  is  not  taxable.  If  it  is  not  taxable  during  the 
time  that  title  rested  in  the  Government,  then  the  purchaser  of  the  Walking  Oyer 
Earth  land  should  not  pay  any  taxes  thereon  until  the  fee  patent  was  issued  him 
as  a  result  of  his  final  payment. 

**  Please  advise  as  soon  as  possible  whether  the  county  attorney  of  Thurston 
County  has  ever  been  notified  that  Leaming  allotments  were  or  were  not  taxable. 
There  has  been  much  controversy  and  correspondence  on  this  point,  and  I  would 
like  to  know  whether  we  are  to  continue  considering  Leaming  allotments  as 
exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1916  (the  Brown  bill). 

"There  is  another  point  regarding  these  Leaming  allotments  which  I  would 
like  to  have  cleared.  These  allotments,  as  stated  before,  were  made  under  the 
act  of  February  12,  1863,  and  a  restricted  fee  patent  issued  therefor.  Then 
under  the  act  of  March  3,  1925,  authority  was  given  the  Secretary  to  issue  trust 
patents  in  place  of  these  restricted  fee  patents  on  Leaming  allotments.  When 
such  a  trust  patent  is  issued  on  a  Leaming  allotment,  is  that  tract  of  land  taxable 
or  not?  I  raise  this  question  because,  in  the  Walking  Over  Earth  land  about 
which  we  have  asked  instructions,  had  such  a  trust  patent  issued  in  place  of  the 
restricted  fee  patent,  and  this  trust  patent  was  dated  November  24,  1925." 

We  have  not  had  a  reply  to  this  letter. 

Going  back  now  to  office  letter  addressed  to  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Mann, 
dated  May  5,  1927,  L-S  16983-27,  relative  to  the  Leaming  allotments,  I  wiU 
quote  this  letter: 

''Referring  to  the  question  of  status  of  east  K  NE.  >i  of  section  15,  township  26 
north,  range  8  east,  sixth  principal  meridian,  our  tract  books  show  this  as  the 
allotment  of  Southwind,  No.  764,  for  which  a  restricted  fee  patent  was  issued  on 
January  31,  1901,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  February  12,  1863.  The  land 
is  therefore  not  taxable.  This  same  tract  appears  on  the  schedule  No.  178; 
approved  on  May  26,  1871.  Elsewhere  Charles  Johnson  is  shown  to  be  the  same 
person  as  Southwind. 

"This  Indian  was  first  placed  on  the  schedule  as  receiving  the  NE.  34  of  section 
9,  township  26  north,  range  8  east,  but  that  allotment  was  canceled  and  he 
retained  only  the  W.  }i  NE.  %  of  said  section  9,  trust  patent  for  this  80  was  issued 
on  March  27,  1901,  and  a  fee  patent  was  issued  later. 

"Since  this  land  is  not  taxable  you  will  please  see  that  the  levy  of  $38.64  is 
canceled.  No  certificate  from  the  Secretary  is  required  for  such  cancellation, 
since  the  act  of  December  30,  1916,  was  never  applicable  to  it. 

"This  item  of  $38.64  appears  on  the  delinquent  tax  list  furnished  us  by  the 
county  treasurer  on  December  1,  marked  1926  taxes.  Therefore  our  letter  to  the 
county  treasurer  dated  May  16,  1927,  quoting  your  letter  L-S  16983-27,  and  ask- 
ing that  this  item  be  canceled  was  not  complied  with." 

Our  letter  to  the  office  dated  February  25,  1928,  again  referring  to  the  taxability 
of  the  Southwind  land,  was  rephed  to  on  April  4,  1928,  L-S  10421-28,  as  follows: 

"Referring  to  your  letter  of  February  25,  1928,  regarding  the  unlawful  taxation 
of  the  allotment  of  South  Wind,  or  Charles  Johnson,  deceased  Winnebago 
allottee  on  the  1863  rolls,  there  is  inclosed  a  photostat  copy  of  the  act  of  December 
30,  1916  (39  Stats.  865),  which  afiFects  Winnebago  lands  held  under  trust  patents. 

"It  will  be  noted  that  this  does  not  affect  the  lands  which  were  allotted  under 


2150      SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 

the  act  of  February  21,  1863  (12  Stats.  658),  and  any  allotments  remaining  under 
the  patents  then  issued,  which  contain  the  clause  'without  the  power  of  aliena- 
tion' are  not  taxable.  Please  deliver  this  copy  to  the  treasurer  of  Thurston 
County  and  ask  that  all  such  lands  that  have  been  placed  on  the  tax  lists  of  the 
county  be  removed  from  such  lists.  If  taxes  have  been  paid  on  any  such  tracts 
the  amounts  should  be  refunded  to  you  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  allottee  or 
heirs.  This  should  be  done  whether  such  taxes  were  collected  from  the  lessees  or 
otherwise  through  your  office.  Lessees  when  agreeing  to  pay  taxes  take  into 
account  the  amount  which  the  tax  is  likely  to  be  and  the  rental  payment  for  the 
Indian  is  accordingly  diminished." 

Agreeable  to  the  instructions  in  this  last  letter  from  your  office,  copy  of  the 
Brown  bill  was  forwarded  to  the  county  treasurer  on  April  10,  1928,  and  Cecil 
Boughn,  county  attorney,  replied  as  follows: 

'*I  have  enjoyed  very  much  reading  your  letter  to  Miss  Baker  our  county 
treasurer  dated  April  10,  1928,  and  written  with  reference  to  the  taxation  of 
lands  which  were  allotted  under  the  act  of  February  21,  1863,  and  with  which 
you  furnished  a  photostat  copy  of  the  Brown  bill. 

**I  am  responsible,  no  doubt,  for  placing  these  lands  on  the  tax  list.  When  I 
did  so,  however,  I  asked  Mr.  Mann  to  furnish  me  with  the  legal  opinion  of  the 
Indian  Office  on  the  liability  of  these  lands  to  taxation.  Some  time  later  he 
responded  with  a  letter  similar  to  your  letter,  in  which  it  was  stated  by  the 
Indian  Office  that  these  lands  were  not  subject  to  taxation,  and  he  also  inclosed 
to  me  a  photostat  copy  of  the  Brown  bill.  I  might  say  that  I  have  no  use  for 
the  numerous  copies  of  the  Brown  bill  which  have  been  furnished  me  by  the 
Indian  Office.  I  helped  draw  the  bill,  appeared  before  the  committee  of  Congress 
when  it  was  passed,  and  have  had  it  committed  to  memory  almost  letter  perfect 
for  a  number  of  years.  These  lands  we  do  not  contend  are  subject  to  taxation 
under  the  Brown  bill.  Out  theory  is  and  has  been  that  we  can  find  nothing  in 
the  act  of  Congress  of  February  21,  1863,  or  the  treaty  with  the  Winnebago  tribe 
of  Indians  which  exempts  these  lands  from  taxation  under  our  State  revenue  law. 
The  presumption  of  law  is  that  they  are  subject  to  taxation.  We  do  not  care 
and  have  not  cared  to  engage  in  a  lawsuit  to  determine  this  question  and  do  not 
expect  to,  unless  compelled  to  do  so. 

"I  have  asked  for  an  opinion  of  the  department  on  this  question.  What  I 
mean  by  an  opinion  is  that  something  in  the  nature  of  a  brief  which  I  might 
examine  and  advise  my  board  that  the  position  of  the  Indian  Office  is  correct  or 
incorrect.  The  bare  statement  of  the  Indian  Office  that  the  lands  are  not  taxable 
does  not  convince  me  that  such  is  the  fact.  An  opinion  could  be  furnished  us 
by  the  legal  department  which  might  satisfy  us,  or  we  might  determine  that  the 
position  of  the  office  is  incorrect  and  we  might  decide  to  test  the  matter  in  the 
courts.  Until  we  have  more  Mght  than  has  been  furnished  us  we  shall  continue 
to  hold  these  lands  subject  to  taxation." 

My  letter  to  the  office  under  date  of  April  16,  1926,  reviewed  all  these  facts  as 
to  the  taxability  of  the  Leaming  lands,  still  held  under  the  original  restricted  fee 
patents  and  inclosed  a  copy  of  Mr.  Boughn's  letter  just  quoted.  The  last 
paragraph  of  this  letter  says: 

"Please  advise  Mr.  Boughn  as  soon  as  possible  with  reference  to  this  matter. 
If  it  is  found  that  these  lands  are  not  taxable,  as  we  believe  they  are  not,  then  it 
will  not  disturb  our  leasing  situation  in  the  least.  If  they  are  taxable,  then  all  of 
these  taxes  will  have  to  be  deducted  from  the  fall  rentals  and  this  comes  at  a 
time  in  which  the  Indians  need  their  money  the  most.  As  all  the  spring  rentals 
have  been  paid  in  and  no  deductions  made  for  the  taxes  because  we  did  not 
believe  that  these  lands  were  taxable,  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  taxes  will 
have  to  be  deducted  from  the  one  payment  in  the  fall." 

No  answer  to  this  letter  appears  in  our  files. 

As  stated  above,  this  item  of  $38.64,  1926  taxes  against  the  Southwind  land 
shows  on  the  delinquent  tax  list  furnished  us  recently  by  the  county  treasurer 
of  Thurston  County.  Also  every  other  tract  of  Leaming  land  on  the  Winnebago 
Reservation  appears  on  this  delinquent  list  marked  "  1927  taxes."  I  am  preparing 
this  delinquent  list  for  the  county  treasurer's  certificate  and  will  soon  forward  it 
to  the  office  to  have  the  Secretary  certify  them  off  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Brown  bill.  The  question  will  then  naturally  arise  as  to  whether  the  Secretary 
has  the  authority  to  certify  these  taxes  off,  since  the  office  holds  that  no  certif- 
icate from  the  Secretary  was  necessary  to  have  the  item  of  $38.64  on  the  South- 
wind  land  for  1926  canceled,  as  the  provisions  of  the  Brown  bill  did  not  apply  to  it. 
Then  if  the  Secretary's  certificate  was  not  necessary  in  the  Southwind  case,  how 
will  this  host  of  Leaming  allotments  now  on  the  1927  tax   list    be  canceled? 
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And  if  the  Secretary  does  not  cancel  the  Learning  taxes  for  1927  what  disposition 
will  be  made  of  them?  In  this  connection,  let  it  be  remembered,  according  to 
my  letter  to  the  office  of  April  16,  1928,  the  last  paragraph  of  which  is  copied 
above,  in  which  attention  was  invited  to  the  fact  that  all  spring  rentals  had  been 
paid  and  disbursed  and  that,  and  if  it  were  decided  that  these  lands  were  taxable 
that  the  taxes  would  have  to  be  deducted  from  the  fall  rental  payments.  These 
fall  rental  payments  were  due  September  1,  and  have  all  been  paid  and  disbursed 
to  the  several  heirs,  and  there  are,  therefore,  no  funds  from  which  the  1927  taxes 
on  Leaming  lands  could  be  paid. 

Returning  to  the  first  paragraph  of  this  letter  relative  to  the  Walking  Over 
Earth  land,  Mr.  Dvorak,  the  purchaser,  desires  to  secure  a  loan  on  this  tract 
and  can  not  do  so  because  the  delinquent  tax  list  shows  them  as  unpaid  and, 
according  to  the  county  authorities,  a  cloud  on  the  title.  Mr.  Dvorak  is  there- 
fore seriously  handicapped  in  this  matter  because  the  Government  is  holding 
that  the  Leaming  lands  are  not  taxable,  and  the  State  is  claiming  that  they  are, 
and  mixed  with  this  argument  is  his  need  to  secure  a  loan  on  the  land  which 
he  can  not  do  until  this  tax  item  is  removed.  It  is  therefore  urgent  that  some 
decision  be  had  regarding  these  Leaming  taxes  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  would  like  to  add  that,  in  my  opinion,  that  when  the  Government  issued  the 
restricted  fee  patents  on  the  Leaming  allotments,  it  was  their  intention  to  carry 
out  the  spirit  of  the  wording  therein,  which  differs  materially  from  the  wording 
in  the  trust  patents  issued  on  a  Fletcher  allotment,  in  that  the  Fletcher  trust 
patents  say  in  substance  that  these  lands  shall  be  held  in  trust  for  the  individual 
Indian  and  his  heirs,  free  of  all  encumbrance  for  a  period  of  25  years,  whereas 
the  wording  in  the  restricted  fee  patents  issued  on  a  Leaming  allotment  specifies 
that  the  land  is  to  be  held  in  trust  for  this  individual  Indian  or  his  heirs,  free 
of  all  encumbrance  forever.  Therefore,  since  the  restricted  fee  patent  issued  on 
a  Leaming  allotment  is  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  individual  Indian  and  his 
heirs  forever,  there  can  be  no*  expiration  date  of  this  trust  so  long  as  the  patent 
is  in  its  original  form.  This  being  true,  the  trust  patents  (restricted  fee  patents) 
on  Leaming  allotemnts  would  never  be  extended  by  Executive  order.  Then  if 
the  trust  period  w^as  never  extended  by  Executive  order,  the  provisions  of  the 
Brown  bill  do  not  apply  to  them.     They  are  therefore  not  taxable. 

County  Attornej^  Cecil  Boughn,  of  Thurston  County,  says  that  he  is  not 
basing  his  opinion  that  the  Leaming  allotments  are  taxable  on  the  Brown  bill 
but  on  the  fact  that  the  treaty  with  the  Winnebago  Tribe  of  Indians  and  the 
act  of  1863,  under  which  the  Leaming  allotments  were  made,  does  not  exempt 
them  from  taxation.  He  says  that  the  presumption  of  law  is  that  these  Leaming 
allotments  are  taxable.  I  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Boughn  in  this  conclusion  be- 
cause I  believe  that  these  lands  allotted  under  the  Leaming  schedule  were  pro- 
vided with  protection  more  secure  and  far-reaching  than  that  provided  under 
any  of  the  other  schedules  of  allotments.  I  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government,  in  issuing  this  restricted  fee  patent  on  the  Leaming  allotments^ 
to  safeguard  the  Indians'  interests  in  just  such  an  emergency  as  this,  and  I  do 
not  believe  that  Mr.  Boughn  can  show  any  other  grounds  for  taxing  these  "Dr 
any  other  lands  on  the  Winnebago  Reservation,  than  the  Brown  bill,  and  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  clearly  do  not  apply  to  Leaming  allotments. 

I  urge  that  this  matter  be  given  attention  as  speedily  as  possible  that  emergen- 
cies now  existing  may  be  disposed  of.  At  the  same  time  I  hope  that  it  will  be 
found  that  the  county  authorities  have  no  grounds  for  their  claim.  I  might  also 
add  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  United  States  attorney  in  Omaha,  if  Mr.  Boughn 
brings  this  matter  into  the  courts  in  the  form  of  a  suit  against  the  Governrnent  to 
collect  the  Leaming  taxes  that  it  would  be  an  opportune  time  to  thrash  out  the 
constitutionality  of  this  act  of  1910  and  the  subsequent  act  of  1916,  which  acts 
made  certain  lands  on  the  Omaha  and  Winnebago  Indian  Reservations  taxable 
after  the  trust  periods  thereon  had  been  extended  by  Executive  order.  Further, 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Brown  bill  will  hold  if  put  to  a  severe  test,  because  I 
believe  that  it  can  be  shown  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  at  the 
time  these  lands  were  allotted  to  these  Indians  that  they  should  be  free  of  all 
encumbrance.  The  Brown  bill  takes,  in  some  cases,  practically  all  the  revenue 
of  these  lands  for  taxes.  It  does  not  seem  right  that  the  Government  could  promise 
these  Indians  protection  to  their  allotted  lands,  which  was  a  condition  of  their 
treaty  with  them,  and  that  same  Government  encumber  these  same  lands  for 
practically  all  their  rental  value  under  a  law  called  the  Brown  bill.  These  are 
extreme  cases,  of  course,  where  most  of  the  revenue  goes  for  taxes.  But  there 
are  many  cases  where  more  than  half  of  the  rental  value  is  paid  in  taxes,  and  I 
believe  that,  if  tested  in  the  courts,  it  would  be  found  that  this  tax  law  is 
unconstitutional. 
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I  think  that  Mr.  Epperson,  assistant  United  States  attorney  in  Omaha,  has 
drafted  a  bill  which  would,  in  some  measure  nullify  the  operative  force  of  the 
Brown  bill.     I  think  that  it  would  be  a  splendid  thing  if  your  legal  department 
would  take  this  situation  up  with  Mr,  Epperson  and  get  his  views  of  the  matter. 
Very  truly  yours, 

C.  M.  Ziebach,  Superintendent. 


Memorial  of  the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians  op  Nebraska  Praying  for  an 

Appropriation  by  Congress  as  Authorized  by  the  Act  Approved  Febru- 
ary 9,  1925  (43  Stats.,  820) 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Your  memorialists,  the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Nebraska,  show  that,  by 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians,  made  in  1830 
and  1836,  the  United  States  obtained  all  rights  of  the  Omahas  to  lands  east  of 
the  Missouri  River,  and  in  return  by  the  same  treaties  the  United  States  acknowl- 
edged fully  the  title  of  the  Omahas  to  the  lands  they  were  occupying  in  Nebraska 
west  and  south  of  the  Missouri  River. 

By  treaty  of  March  16,  1854  (10  Stats.  1043),  the  United  States  purchased  and 
paid  for,  with  the  exception  hereinafter  noted,  all  the  lands  of  the  Omahas  west 
of  the  Missouri  River  and  south  of  the  Missouri  River  (the  Missouri  making  a  big 
bend  in  northeastern  Nebraska) .  How  far  westward  the  Omaha  lands  extended 
was  then  unknown.  No  surveys  had  been  made  and  no  large  streams  or  natural 
boundaries  marked  the  Omaha  western  boundary,  which  ran  to  where  the  Pawnee 
Tribe's  eastern  boundary  began  (Pawnee  treaty  of  September  24,  1857,  11  Stats. 
729). 

By  the  two  (Omaha  and  Pawnee)  treaties  the  United  States  acquired  for  settlers 
all  of  Nebraska  north  of  the  Platte.  It  at  once  lost  interest  in  the  boundary  line 
between  the  tribes.  It  immediately  opened  the  Omaha  lands  to  settlers  and  the 
settlers  paid  and  the  United  States  received  therefor  $1.25  an  acre,  and  as  to  some 
lands  $2.50  an  acre. 

The  Omahas  received,  all  told,  for  the  1854  cession,  $881,000  (U.  S.  v  Omaha 
Indians  253,  U.  S.  278).  The  United  States  paid  the  Omahas  this  sum  for  all 
their  lands  with  the  exception  noted  hereinafter.  The  lands  paid  for  totaled 
4,500,000  acres  (253  U.  S.  278),  or  19.6  cents  per  acre. 

The  exception  noted,  being  lands  unpaid  for,  was  this : 

The  treaty  provided  the  Omahas  should  retain  as  their  future  reservation  as 
the  Indians  might  elect,  either  (1)  all  lands  north  of  Ayoway  Creek  to  the  Mis- 
souri River  on  the  north  and  the  Pawnee  line  on  the  west;  or  (2)  if  they  so  elected, 
300,000  acres  south  of  Ayoway  Creek.  In  this  latter  event  they  would  be  paid 
for  their  lands  north  of  Ayoway  Creek  in  excess  of  300,000  acres  the  same  price 
per  acre  as  was  paid  for  the  lands  sold  south  of  Ayoway  Creek  later  found  on 
survey  to  be  4,500,000  acres  or  at  the  rate  of  19.6  cents  per  acre  as  heretofore 
stated. 

The  Omahas  elected  to  take  300  000  acres  south  of  Ayoway  Creek  so  as  to  be 
further  away  from  the  Sioux  and  thereby  become  entitled  to  payment  immedi- 
tately  for  the  excess  land  north  of  Ayoway  Creek  as  per  treaty  agreement.  The 
United  States,  however,  without  paying  the  Omahas  for  the  lands  north  of  Ayo- 
way Creek,  at  once  opened  up  this  land  to  settlers,  and  received  from  then  $1.25 
per  acre.  The  Omahas,  blanket  Indians,  knowing  something  was  due  but  not 
how  much,  demanded  payment,  and  were'  told  (1)  the  lands  north  of  Ayoway 
Creek  did  not  exceed  300,000  acres,  or  if  they  did  exceed  300,000  acres  the  United 
States  had  never  fixed  the  western  boundary  and  never  made  survey  to  determine 
how  much  the  excess  was,  and  hence,  not  knowing  how  much  to  pay  would  pay 
nothing,  but  nevertheless  took  the  Indian  lands;  (2)  that  the  United  States  had 
extended  the  time  for  payment  by  the  settlers,  who  however  later  paid  the  United 
States  $1.25  per  acre  for  what  the  United  States  had  agreed  to  pay  the  Indians 
only  19.6  cents  an  acre,  and  then  defaulted  even  as  to  this  small  amount. 

The  Omahas  for  two  generations  pressed  the  United  States  for  settlement,  but 
got  nothing.  Finally,  one  of  their  number  having  studied  law  drafted  a  jurisdic- 
tional act  and  Congress  passed  it.  Being  unfamiliar  with  the  fact  the  Court  of 
Claims  is  prohibited  from  allowing  interest  except  when  expressly  authorized,  he 
relied  on  the  general  principles  of  law  that  if  one  party  holds  money  belonging  to 
another  party  he  must  pay  interest  for  its  use.  When  the  case  was  tried  in  the 
Court  of  Claims  the  Omahas  demanded  $1.25  an  acre,  less  cost  of  sale,  and 
interest  for  the  lands  the  United  States  had  taken  north  of  Ayoway  Creek  and 
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never  paid  for,  on  the  ground  the  United  States  as  trustee  and  guardian  for  the 
Indians  should  (a)  as  trustee  allow  the  Omahas  the  net  proceeds  the  United  States 
had  received  for  the  lands;  and  (b)  interest  on  the  ground  the  money  when  paid 
by  settlers  had  gone  into  the  United  States  Treasury  and  really  belonged  to  the 
Omahas  and  should  have  been  so  credited. 

The  Court  of  Claims  decided  the  amount  that  should  have  been  paid  by  the 
United  States  and  credited  to  the  Indians  was  only  at  the  actual  rate  the  Omahas 
had  sold  for,  namely,  19.6  cents  an  acre,  and  not  the  net  proceeds  received  by  the 
United  States  shortly  after  1854-1857.  The  court  originally,  as  shown  by  Judge 
Hay's  printed  first  opinion,  awarded  this  sum  and  interest,  recognizing  the 
manifest  justice  of  payment  of  interest.  Government  counsel  moved  for  a  new 
trial  on  the  ground  the  act  creating  the  Court  of  Claims  prohibited  the  court 
allowing  interest,  however  just,  and  the  court  subsequently  struck  out  the 
allowance  of  interest. 

It  would  seem  plain  that  allowance  of  interest  to  the  Indians  is  but  partial  and 
tardy  justice.  The  United  States  made  a  huge  profit  on  the  lands  in  a  short  time 
and  received  and  has  used  the  money.  The  act  of  Congress  approved  February 
1,  1925  (43  Stat.  820),  requires  the  Omahas  to  execute  a  full  release  of  all  claims 
against  the  United  States,  and  provides  for  payment  to  them  of  the  interest  sum 
clearly  and  justly  due  and  much  less  than  the  fair  and  reasonable  value  of  the 
lands  as  paid  by  the  settlers.  An  appropriation  for  payment  of  this  interest  will 
simply  be  carrying  out  a  law  enacted  by  Congress  and  in  real  fulfillment  of  the 
Indian  treaty  obligations  and  plighted  faith  of  the  United  States. 

Moreover,  there  are  a  number  of  precedents  for  allowance  of  interest  in  such 
cases,  viz.  United  States  v.  Old  Settlers  (148  U.  S.,  427);  United  States  v.  McKee 
(91  U.  S.  442).  A  verv  recent  precedent  is,  Pawnee  Tribe  of  Indians  v.  the 
United  States  (56  Court  of  Claims,  1-15).  There  the  United  States  bought  the 
surplus  lands  of  the  Pawnees  in  Oklahoma  in  excess  of  allotments  in  severalty, 
made  a  down  payment  of  $80,000  to  the  Pawnees,  and  agreed  to  make  further 
payment  for  the  surplus  when  ascertained  after  allotment  in  severalty,  at  $1.25 
per  acre,  the  Pawnees  claiming  they  should  receive  the  net  proceeds  the  United 
States  obtained  from  settlers,  the  United  States  having  sold  the  surplus  lands  at 
$2.50  per  acre.  The  United  States  having  obtained  the  land  for  the  settlers,  just 
as  in  the  Omaha  case,  lost  interest  in  the  matter;  and  on  the  ground  it  could  not 
determine  whether  to  pay  at  $1.25  or  $2.50  an  acre,  it  paid  nothing  further  above 
the  $80,000,  just  as  in  the  Omaha  case  the  excuse  was  the  United  States  had  not 
surveyed  or  fixed  any  western  Omaha  line  and  hence  did  not  know  how  much  land 
to  paV  for.  The  Pawnees  obtained  a  jurisdictional  act,  and  being  drafted  by 
lawyers  familiar  with  the  act  creating  the  Court  of  Claims,  the  act  permitted  the 
court  to  award  interest  if  just,  and  the  court  allowed  and  Congress  paid  the 
Pawnees  $132,915.71  with  interest  from  September  3,  1893  to  1920  (56  Ct.  Cls., 
15).  This  allowance  was  only  just,  as  in  any  case  of  assumpsit  for  money  had 
and  received. 

Congress  in  passing  jurisdictional  acts  has  repeatedly  allowed  interest  in 
Indian  claims,  and  one  of  such  character  now  pending  in  the  Court  of  Claims  is 
that  of  the  Osage  Tribe,  passed  February  6,  1921.     (41  Stat.  1097.) 

LEGISLATIVE    HISTORY    OF   THE    OMAHA    RELIEF    BILL    IN    CONGRESS 

After  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  rendered  the  opinion  holding  that 
under  the  Omaha  jurisdictional  act  as  passed  by  Congress,  omitting  the  words 
"with  interest,"  interest  could  not  be  paid  notwithstanding  the  Court  of  Claims 
on  the  merits  had  allowed  interest,  the  Omaha  Indians  had  bills  introduced  in 
the  Sixty-seventh  and  Sixty-eighth  Congresses  for  their  relief. 

Congressman  Howard  introduced  H.  R.  8965,  Sixty-eighth  Congress,  on  April 
29,  1924.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  On  May 
20,  1924.  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  submitted  a  report  thereon  as  follows: 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  20,  1924. 
Hon.  Homer  P.  Snyder, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

House  of  Representatives. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Snyder:  The  receipt  is  acknowledged  of  your  letter  of  April 
80,  1924,  forwarding  for  a  report  thereon  a  copy  of  H.  R.  8965,  being  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  Omaha  Indians  of  Nebraska. 

The  act  of  June  22,  1910  (35  Stat.  L.  580),  conferred  jurisdiction  on  the  Court  of 
Claims  to  consider  and  render  judgment  in  all  claims,  legal  and  equitable,  of  the 
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Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians  against  the  United  States.  Under  that  act  the  Indians 
filed  a  suit  (No.  31002)  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  Judgment  in  the  case  was  ren- 
dered by  the  court  April  22,  1918,  awarding  the  Indians  $122,295.31.  Interest 
at  5  per  cent  was  allowed  by  the  court  on  the  following  portions  of  the  judgment: 
On  $94,739.54  from  June  15,  1854;  on  $15,068.80  from  August  3,  1856:  on  $3,- 
133.30  from  August  11,  1858. 

Subsequently,  the  counsel  for  the  Government  in  the  case  called  the  attention 
of  the  court  to  section  1091  of  the  Revised  Statutes  (being  a  part  of  the  act 
creating  the  Court  of  Claims)  which  proliibited  the  court  from  allowing  interest  in 
certain  cases,  and  thereupon  the  court  recalled  its  former  judgment  in  so  far  as  it 
related  to  interest.  On  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  this 
action  was  sustained,  the  court  having  found  that  the  jurisdictional  act  did  not 
take  the  case  out  of  the  usual  rule  governing  allowance  of  equitable  claims  for 
interest.      (See  253  U.  S.  275.) 

This  claim  was  submitted  to  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget,  and  by 
letter  dated  May  16,   1924,  he  has  advised  with  reference  thereto  as  follows: 

"I  have  submitted  the  matter  to  the  President,  who  has  instructed  me  to 
advise  you  that  the  proposed  legislation  is  in  conflict  with  his  financial  program." 
Very  truly  yours, 

Hubert  Work. 

On  May  22,  1924,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  after  full  consideration 
favorably  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  accompanied  by  House  Report  No.  828, 
which  stated:  "The  merits  of  this  legislation  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  hereto  attached  and  made  a  part  hereof."  Subse- 
quently the  bill  was  placed  on  the  House  Calendar.  It  was  not  reached  on  the 
calendar  until  January  5,  1925,  when  it  was  considered  in  regular  order  and 
passed. 

The  bill  as  passed  then  went  to  the  Senate  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  on  January  6,  1925.  It  was  again  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  for  report,  and  under  date  of  January  17,  1925,  the  Secretary  'made  a 
similar  report  thereon.  A  hearing  was  held  before  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  January  20,  1925,  whereupon  a  favorable  report  was  ordered;  and 
Senator  Harreld,  the  chairman,  on  January  22,  1925,  made  report  to  the  Senate, 
same  being  Senate  report  No.  906.  The  bill  was  placed  on  the  Senate  Calendar 
was  reached  for  consideration  on  January  31,  1925,  and  passed.  The  bill  was  sent 
to  the  President  for  approval;  and  on  February  9,  1925,  notwithstanding  he  had 
stated  that  "the  proposed  legislation  is  in  conflict  with  his  financial  program," 
he  approved  the  same  on  recommendation  of  the  Indian  Office  and  the  Interior 
Department  which  knew  the  entire  history  of  the  matter. 

The  bill  thus  becoming  a  law,  and  authorizing  an  appropriation  of  $374,465.02, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  made  a  supplemental  estimate  of  appropriation 
therefor,  as  required  by  the  Budget  Act,  and  under  date  of  February  12,  1925, 
the  Director  of  the  Budget  forwarded  to  the  President  said  supplemental  estimate 
and  on  the  same  day  the  President  transmitted  said  "Supplemental  estimate  of 
appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1925,  for  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  $374,465.02,"  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  was  printed  as 
House  Document  No.  617,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  of 
the  House. 

This  record,  therefore,  shows  conclusively  that  full  and  due  consideration  was 
given  the  bill  by  the  House  and  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  the  Indian  Office,  the  House  and  the  Senate,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, and  also  by  the  Director  of  the  Budget. 

It  thus  appears  that  Congress,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  based  solely  on  the  equities  and  merit  of  the  Omaha  case  which  were  fully 
before  it,  passed  the  act  for  their  relief. 

The  argument  that  now  to  make  the  appropriation  authorized  by  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  February  9,  1925,  would  create  a  precedent  which  would 
probably  take  millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  Treasury,  can  not  be  sustained  by  the 
facts.  There  is  no  other  Indian  case  pending  or  decided  where  it  appears  that 
the  Court  of  Claims,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  allowed  interest  on  the  merits, 
as  was  done  in  the  Omaha  case,  and  subsequently  such  interest  was  disallowed 
because  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  allow  interest.  Furthermore,  Congress 
itself  carries  its  shield  of  protection  to  the  Treasury  in  all  sucli  cases  should  they 
arise.  It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  no  case  without  merit  will  receive  its 
approval. 

That  the  Omaha  case  has  merit  can  not  be  justly  denied.  Congress,  in  author- 
izing the  appropriation  for  the  Omaha  Indians  by  the  act  of  February  9,  1926, 
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simply  did  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Indians  as  found  by  the  Court  of  Claims  after 
a  full  hearing  on  the  merits.  The  committees  of  Congress  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  in  recommending  the  enactment  of  said  act  and  the  President  in 
approving  same  after  it  was  unanimously  passed  by  Congress,  considered  the 
fact  that  the  Court  of  Claims  allowed  the  Indians  only  19.6  cents  an  acre  for 
their  lands,  and  the  further  fact  that  the  Government  withheld  payment  from 
these  Indians  for  a  period  of  nearly  70  years,  and  in  the  meantime  had  the  use 
of  the  purchase  price  and  a  large  profit  besides.  Had  this  case  been  between 
private  parties,  interest  would  have  been  allowed  on  the  principal  sum  due  as  a 
matter  of  course. 

The  real  and  only  precedent  that  a  refusal  at  this  time  to  appropriate  the 
money  due  the  Omahas  would  make  is  repudiation  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
and  approved  in  order  to  do  tardy  and  partial  justice  to  Indian  wards  of  the 
Government. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Nebraska. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Indian  Field  Service, 
Washington,  January  25,  1929. 
Mr.  C.   M.  Ziebach, 

Superintendent  Winnebago  Agency. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Ziebach:  Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  recommendation 
contained  in  your  letter  of  January  9,  1929  that  you  be  authorized  to  pay,  out 
of  tribal  funds  of  the  Omaha  tribe,  not  exceeding  $750  for  traveling  and  other 
necessary  expenses  in  connection  with  a  proposed  visit  to  this  city  by  three 
delegates  of  the  tribe  who  wish  to  place  before  the  office  tax  and  other  com- 
plicated matters  pertaining  to  the  Omaha  Reservation. 

It  is  not  believed  that  the  administration  of  Omaha  affairs  requires  the  pres- 
ence of  a  delegation  to  Washington  at  this  time.  Tax  matters — particularly 
those  which  have  arisen  through  the  Act  of  December  30,  1916  (39  Stats.,  865) 
were  discussed  in  1926  at  which  time  El  wood  Harlan  accompanied  a  delegation 
of  citizens;  and  speaking  for  the  tribe,  represented  to  the  Office  that  the  Omaha 
Indians  were  satisfied  with  that  act.  That  act  has  been  in  operation  for  12 
years  and  the  office  is  not  at  present  disposed  to  initiate  any  legislation  on  that 
particular  subject. 

As  to  other  matters  of  a  complicated  nature,  it  is  believed  that  you  can  submit 
them  by  correspondence  with  results  as  satisfactory  as  if  they  were  presented  by 
a  delegation. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Chas.   H.   Burke,  Commissioner. 

Elwood  Harlan,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Elwood  Harlan? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? — A.  I  live  at  Wall  Hill,  Nebr. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Omaha  band? — A.  Yes.  I  wish  to 
make  a  statement  to  the  committee  along  the  line  of  taxation.  Mr. 
Ziebach,  I  believe,  thought  I  was  well  able  to  make  it;  I  don't  know 
how  well  I  can  present  it  but  I  will  do  the  best  I  can.  First,  I  want 
to  commence  on  taxation  that  I  am  very  famihar  with,  that  is, 
where  an  Indian  sells  a  piece  of  land,  such  land  being  held  in  trust 
by  the  office,  the  sale  is  made  through  the  office  and  the  money  is 
paid  in  to  the  office;  then  this  Indian  buys  this  land,  fee  patent  and 
already  released  by  the  Government,  and  then  the  Government  goes 
to  work  and  puts  restrictions  on  it — he  can  not  mortgage  it  or  do 
anything  to  impair  the  title.  The  Indians  were  told  by  former 
superintendents  that  they  did  not  have  to  pay  taxes  and  they  were 
induced  to  befieve  that  and  when  the  time  come  it  was  too  late  and 


2156      SUEVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES 

the  man  that  buys  the  tax  title  goes  to  foreclose  and  the  Indian 
Office  steps  in  and  as  usual  they  are  slow  in  doing  anything  and  the 
Indian  is  damaged,  either  by  delaying  the  case  or  the  accruing  of 
high  interest  charges.  I  figure  in  the  past  two  years  that  15  per  cent 
w^as  where  the  interest  w^as  due  on  delinquent  taxes. 

Q.  They  put  on  a  penalty  of  10  per  cent  and  charge  interest? — A. 
Yes,  that  amounts  to  about  15  per  cent.  While  we  are  on  that  there 
is  one  case  of  real  estate,  town  property  that  they  bought  and  re- 
stricted with  trust  funds,  they  entered  suit  and  they  carried  the  case 
from  our  court  to  Federal  court,  having  lost  in  the  lower  court  and 
they  carried  it  to  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  and  they  lost  it  there. 
All  the  time  the  Indian  who  had  that  restricted  land  knowing  there 
was  interest  due  him  he  made  efforts  either  through  the  superintend- 
ent to  remove  that  restriction  so  that  he  could  sell  a  piece  of  it  to 
save  all  that  additional  cost,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Indian 
Bureau  has  taken  the  stand  that  these  restrictions  are  so  sound  and 
so  good,  but  they  always  end  in  failure,  you  always  find  that  the 
sheriff  has  these  cases  in  his  hands  and  they  end  at  the  courthouse 
door,  and  it  is  very  hard  on  these  Indians  which  have  these  cases  as 
they  are  in  very  bad  circumstances  financially  owing  to  the  condition 
of  our  county  here.  We  have  several  bankers  here  and  I  don't 
believe  that  anyone  of  them  can  step  up  here  and  tell  you  that  there 
are  10  white  men  that  have  funds  in  the  bank  on  checking  account — 
they  seem  to  be  all  borrowing  money  from  the  banks  and  I  believe 
the  bankers  are  having  tough  sledding.  Now,  as  soon  as  hard  times 
come  the  Indians  can  not  do  anything  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
department  ought  to  go  to  work  and  release  those. 

Q.  I  thought  that  the  people  of  this  country  were  prosperous? — A. 
I  don't  think  you  will  find  any  here.  I  wish  you  people  had  more 
time  to  look  it  over  and  find  out  for  yourselves. 

By  Senator  W^heeler: 
Q.  What  do  you  think  should  be  done  about  it? — A.  Well,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  Indians  are  the  ones  that  suffer  to-day  and  something 
should  be  done  about  it.  We  made  an  effort  to  have  some  of  those 
restrictions  removed,  but  it  seems  that  the  departments  stand  solely 
on  the  fact  that  they  are  good  and  they  are  going  to  try  another  way 
to  see  if  they  win  it,  but  they  always  lose  and  during  all  that  time  the 
Indian  is  paying  a  high  rate  of  interest  and  when  he  gets  afraid  he 
pays  the  sheriff's  costs  and  the  attorney,  mostly  for  the  fellow  fore- 
closing his  tax  certificate,  and  I  would  like  to  have  that  question 
solved.  I  don't  know  how  the  Winnebagoes  are  but  the  Omahas 
have  several  of  them  contests,  and  I  don't  know  whether  the  honorable 
members  of  the  committee  would  take  a  stand  or  make  a  recommen- 
dation on  such  request  or  not,  but  we  would  like  to  have  something 
done  about  it.  Now,  I  want  to  take  up  the  taxation  of  the  land  here 
that  is  held  in  trust.  There  was  a  law  passed  by  Congress  in  1910, 
and  at  that  time  they  were  to  pay  the  law  reads  and  it  is  now  existing 
law  and  the  renter  have  to  pay  the  taxes,  and  I  think  you  gentlemen 
will  admit  that  can  not  work  until  something  else  is  done.  I  think 
all  you  gentlemen  have  heard  of  that  little  town  called  Macey, 
Nebr.,  in  district  16.  Several  years  ago  there  happened  to  be  a 
fellow  called  Bakke  as  we  understand  it  and  he  bought  a  piece  of 
land  there  and  he  happened  to  be  a  member  of  the  school  board  and 
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he  got  the  Indians  and  white  men  there  to  build  a  high  priced  school, 
I  think  it  cost  $48,000  in  1927,  and  I  think  the  amount  unpaid  is 
$45,500,  I  think  the  amount  of  outstanding  warrants  was  $23,670 
and  of  course  he  started  a  bank  there  also  and  I  suppose  he  got  what 
he  wanted  because  the  bank  was  closed  and  he  moved  over  to  Lincoln, 
Nebr.,  and  I  think  he  is  running  an  oil  station,  anyway,  he  has  gone 
away  from  us  and.  left  the  burden  on  the  poor  Omaha  Indians.  The 
school  assessment  was  $31.30  per  thousand  valuation  and  that  is 
what  made  the  high  taxes  in  Macey.  The  Indians  down  there  in  that 
district  if  they  lease  their  land  the  law  says  they  shall  pay  taxes,  and 
if  he  gets  three  or  four  dollars  an  acre  for  it  he  is  owing  $1  for  taxes. 

Q.  That  is  not  making  money  very  fast? — A.  According  to  the 
treaty  stipulations  the  Government  was  going  to  take  care  of  the 
Indians  and  look  after  them,  but  they  have  violated  the  treaties  and 
the  Indians  are  hard  up  to-day;  not  only  the  Indians  but  the  white 
people  in  Thurston  County. 

Q.  When  the  Farm  Board  gets  in  operations  they  will  help  you? — 
A.  I  hope  so.  Oats  are  15  cents  a  bushel  and  twine  60  cents  a 
pound.  It  seems  to  me,  though,  that  the  Government  has  not  fol- 
lowed out  the  treaties  they  have  made  with  the  Indians  the  way  they 
should.  I  have  a  personal  thought  in  mind  since  that  law  is  in  exist- 
ence to  tax  the  Indians  it  must  have  had  approval  somewhere  or  Con- 
gress would  not  pass  it,  whether  it  is  legal  or  not  I  don't  know  until 
some  action  is  taken.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  Government  should 
either  go  ahead  and  appropriate  enough  money  to  clean  up  these 
matters  for  the  Indians  as  the  only  income  the  Indians  have  left  is 
taken  away  from  them  and  under  the  treaty  they  were  to  get  that 
income. 

Q.  Well,  if  it  takes  all  your  lease  money  to  pay  your  school  taxes 
what  do  you  live  on? — A.  I  think  the  Indian  Office  ought  to  answer 
that.  Some  of  the  Indians  are  selling  their  land  through  the  office  so 
they  can  exist,  some  of  them  have  funds  in  the  office  and  some  work 
when  they  can  find  anything  to  do  but  there  is  not  much  work  to  be 
had.    Most  of  them  have  a  hard  time  to  get  along. 

Q.  How  are  the  Omaha  Indians;  they  are  a  pretty  healthy  class  as 
a  rule  are  they  not? — A.  I  think  they  are  all  about  as  healthy  as  I  am. 
I  don't  see  anybody  here  any  poorer  than  I  am  with  the  exception 
that  some  of  them  may  have  T.  B.,  but  not  so  many  on  our  reser- 
vation. 

Q.  Is  there  much  trachoma  over  there? — A.  That  I  don't  know. 
We  have  two  Indians  really  blind  but  I  do  not  know  the  cause  of  it. 

Q.  Generally  speaking  you  think  the  Indians  on  that  reservation 
are  pretty  healthy?— A.  Yes;  up  to  this  time  I  believe  the;^^  are. 

Q.  I  am  not  familiar  with  your  reservation  at  all.  Is  it  a  closed 
reservation  or  open  reservation? — A.  I  think  you  might  call  it  an 
open  reservation.  In  1887  there  was  200,000  acres  allotted  belong- 
ing to  Omaha  Indians  and  they  commenced  to  let  them  sell  their 
land.  There  was  an  act  of  Congress  permitting  them  to  sell  their 
land,  that  commenced  in  1906  up  to  to-day,  and  there  are  now  only 
about  18,000  acres  left;    just  about  that  figure. 

Q.  Do  the  Indians  feel  that  the  rest  of  the  land  should  be  turned 
over  to  them  so  they  can  sell  that? — A.  I  don't  know;  they  appear 
to  be  selling  it  through  the  office  as  usual. 
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Q.  Are  there  many  of  the  Omaha  Indians  working  away  from  the 
reservation  or  do  most  of  them  live  there? — A.  There  are  some 
working  outside;  I  don't  know  the  number. 

Q.  Do  you  still  have  any  tribal  land  left? — A.  Yes;  I  think 
probably  less  than  4,000  acres.  When  you  speak  about  tribal 
land  I  wish  to  bring  that  subject  up.  There  was  230  acres  set 
aside  for  a  fair  ground  or  camp  grounds,  or  whatever  the  tribal 
needs  might  be,  and  that  land  was  leased  and  the  tribal  council 
never  signed  any  lease  for  it,  except  that  the  lease  in  force  was  ap- 
proved by  the  council  May  8,  1929,  lease  No.  5439,  providing  that 
the  rental  should  be  paid  by  the  lessor  to  the  tribal  council.  We 
have  a  copy  of  the  letter  that  the  superintendent  wrote  to  the  Indian 
Office  and  the  Indian  Office  comes  back  and  says  the  money  can  not  go 
to  the  Indians.  We  merely  acted  in  the  language  of  the  law  that  was 
passed  by  Congress.  The  council  is  supposed  to  sign  all  the  tribal 
land  leases,  but  somehow  or  other  we  are  not  signing  those  leases 
and  we  do  not  know  anything  about  it  and  we  are  supposed  to  be 
the  representative  body  of  the  tribe.  Of  course  we  transact  business 
for  the  members  of  the  tribe  and  they  ask  us  about  this  and  we  are 
not  able  to  tell  them,  and  it  seems  that  they  are  getting  so  they  do 
not  recognize  a  representative  body,  and  I  hope  this  new  adminis- 
tration that  is  going  in  will  do  better  than  the  past  has  done;  they 
could  not  be  much  worse. 

Q.  You  think  that  the  Indian  council  should  be  consulted  as  to 
how  their  land  should  be  leased  and  so  forth? — A.  I  think  we  have 
laws  on  the  statute  books  to  that  effect.  I  wanted  to  make  an 
explanation  here  on  this.  We  started  this  thing  here  and  I  don't 
remember  whether  we  mailed  that  to  you  or  not. 

Q.  We  will  place  it  in  the  record;  the  letter  to  the  commissioner 
and  your  petition  for  filing. — A.  I  don't  think  I  like  to  talk  any  more, 
there  are  others  of  my  people  that  want  to  talk  unless  you  want  to 
ask  me  questions. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  I  was  just  going  to  suggest  that.  Do  you  know  the  Govern- 
ment farmer  over  there? — A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  What  does  he  do? — A.  He  comes  over  to  this  agency  here  at 
times  to  get  checks  and  requests  for  Indians.  I  think  he  does  that 
from  Wednesday  on  until  Saturday,  but  Monday  and  Tuesday  I  think 
he  is  supposed  to  be  at  his  office. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Do  you  Indians  farm  for  yourselves  over  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  them  farm? — A.  About  20  farmers  this 
year. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  this,  do  you  believe  the  Government  farmer  is 
any  benefit  to  the  Indians  along  farming  lines? — A.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  I  have  failed  to  see  any  of  it  smce  I  remember  of  having 
Government  farmers. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  had  Government  farmers? — A.  From  1912 
out  here  I  believe. 

Q.  You  have  had  Government  farmers  then  for  approximately 
18  years  and  there  has  not  been  any  improvement  among  the  Indians 
along  farming  lines? — A.  No  indications  of  it;  no,  sir. 
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Q.  You  feel  then  that  the  Government  farmers  have  not  been  of 
much  use  to  the  Indians? — A.  It  seems  they  have  not  proved  to  be. 
Q.  Well,  that  is  no  exception;  we  have  not  found  on  any  reserva- 
tion yet  where  they  were  of  any  help. — A.  I  might  say  further  that 
our  boss  farmer  is  subagent  on  our  reservation;  I  think  the  present 
farmer  is  better  than  the  one  before,  but  they  do  not  teach  the 
Indian  how  to  farm  or  what  to  sow  and  grow  on  the  land,  and  if  they 
have  been  any  benefit  I  fail  to  see  it. 

Macy,  Nebr.,  May  8,  1929. 
It  is  mutually  agreed  that  the  lease  No.  5439,  on  a  tract  of  the  land  formerly 
called  the  Agency  Reserve,  shall  continue  in  force  and  effect  the  same  as  it  is  now 
except  that  all  rentals  thereon  shall  be  paid  by  the  lessee,  Ross  Byerly,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Omaha  Tribal  Council  or  some  member  of  their  council  desig- 
nated by  them  instead  of  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Winnebago  Agency  as 
formerly.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  acreage  thereunder  shall  be  determined 
by  a  survey  of  the  land,  and  any  additional  acreage  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  same 
rate  as  specified  in  the  original  lease. 
Witnessed : 

Ross  Byerly,  Lessee. 
Ed  Cline, 
Elwood  Harlan, 
Chas.  Walker, 
Albert  Pappan, 
Frank  G.  Learning, 
Henry  Morris, 
Alfred  Blackbird, 

Lessors. 
Witnessed : 

John  Ritchhart. 
W.  L.  Johnson. 
Recommended: 

John   Ritchhart,   Farmer. 
Approved: 

C.  M.  Dutach,  Superintendent. 
May  8,  1929. 

Charlie  Walker,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  Charlie  Walker. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live?— A.  Walt  Hill. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Omaha  Band? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  want  to  make  a  statement  to  the  committee? — A.  Just  a 
brief  statement  I  would  like  to  make  before  you  Senators.  I  would 
like  to  say  a  few  things  in  connection  with  the  younger  generation, 
speaking  of  the  young  Omaha  Indians  about  my  age. 

Q.  How  old  are  you? — A.  Thirty-two.  We  have  somewheres 
around  1,500  Indians  living  on  the  Omaha  reservation.  There  are 
about  1,200  of  my  class  or  generation,  and  those  people  have  not  re- 
ceived any  allotments  of  land  from  the  Government  at  all,  although 
we  have  a  surplus  of  land  left  that  is  approved  by  Congress  for  sale 
and  it  is  the  only  thing  we  would  get  if  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  were 
appropriated  out  equally  among  those  concerned.  Most  of  them  have 
a  little  education,  the  opportunities  are  open  for  them,  but  only  about 
50  per  cent  of  them  attend  the  Government  school,  as  they  find  it 
is  easier  to  go  to  the  pubHc  school,  as  they  can  get  home  oftener  and 
they  don't  go  over  half  the  time  and  their  parents  don't  interest  them 
in  going  to  school — the  children  start  out  for  school  but  they  don't 
go  there.     And  another  thing  I  would  like  to  bring  up — some  go  to 
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the  Government  schools  provided  for  them  and  graduate  and  get  a 
diploma,  and  then  they  come  home  and  don't  use  their  training; 
and  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  when  they  get  through  the  school 
that  the  superintendent  transfer  them  some  place  where  they  could 
finish  and  have  them  trained  for  some  position  so  that  they  could  go 
out  and  make  their  living,  because  some  of  the  graduates  come  home 
now  and  get  back  to  the  blanket  and  forget  they  have  ever  received 
an  education. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  to  school? — A.  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Q.  Did  you  graduate  there? — A.  No,  sir.  Another  thing  I  would 
Uke  to  mention,  it  has  been  brought  out  here  before,  is  the  employ- 
ment situation.  We  have  some  farmers  here  who  rent  Indian  lands, 
but  money  is  scarce  and  they  can  not  hire  us  Indians  to  work  on 
the  farms,  and  some  of  the  boys  my  age  don't  have  an  allotment  to 
go  ahead  and  farm,  and  don't  have  resources  to  meet  demands,  and 
times  are  hard  and  we  hope  that  you  Senators  here  will  do  something 
for  us,  and  either  find  us  some  work  in  the  department  or  something 
so  we  can  make  a  living  for  ourselves. 

Q.  You  find  that  it  is  hard  to  get  work;  is  that  the  idea? — A.  Yes. 
Another  thing  I  would  like  to  bring  up  on  behalf  of  my  sister,  who  is 
a  widow;  she  was  married  to  a  man  who  received  an  allotment 
through  the  Government,  and  he  died  three  years  ago,  and  she  has 
three  girls,  and  here  a  year  ago  this  man's  half-sister  died,  and,  of 
course,  she  is  entitled  to  that,  as  she  wants  to  maintain  a  living  for 
her  family,  and  I  went  to  Superintendent  Ziebach  and  Mr.  Ziebach 
pulled  out  a  pamphlet  from  his  drawer  and  read  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions that  he  possibly  could  not  pay  more  than  $25  a  month  for  her 
living,  and  they  can  not  live  on  that,  as  they  have  to  have  clothing 
and  provisions  and  other  things. 

Q.  What  about  that,  Mr.  Ziebach? 

Mr.  Ziebach.  That  is  right;  $25  a  month  is  the  limit,  one  or  three. 

Q.  She  should  not  be  penalized  for  having  children;  she  should 
draw  at  least  $300  a  year  for  each  child. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  Commissioner  Indian  Affairs: 

Whereas  it  has  come  to  our  attention  that  there  is  a  move  being  made  in 
Thurston  County,  Nebr.,  to  tax  the  Indian  allottments  in  said  county,  for  county 
and  State  purposes,  and 

Whereas,  the  purpose  of  the  Government  was  expressed  in  the  general  allot- 
ment act  of  1887,  in  the  following  terms,  to  wit:  "And  at  the  expiration  of  said 
period  the  United  States  will  convey  the  same  by  patent  to  said  Indian,  or  his 
heirs  as  aforesaid,  in  fee,  discharged  of  said  trust  and  free  of  all  charges  or  in- 
cumbrances whatsoever:  Provided,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
in  any  case  in  his  discretion  extend  the  period;  and 

Whereas  any  regulation  which  permits  collection  of  taxes  by  the  Nebraska 
State  government  from  Indian  lands  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States  or  per- 
mits a  lien  to  be  placed  upon  said  allotments  for  any  such  taxes  incumbers  said 
allotments  with  a  charge  and  so  disregards  and  utterly  neglects  the  object  and 
purpose  the  United  States  set  forth  to  accomplish  in  advancing  the  Indian's 
interest;  and 

Whereas  we  understand  that  Thurston  county  aforesaid  has  or  [is  sending  a 
delegation  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  persuading  the  Government  to  charge 
the  Indian  lands  with  taxes. 

Now,  therefore,  the  business  council,  a  duly  organized  and  recognized  body  of 
the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians,  residing  in  Thurston  county,  Nebraska,  respectfully 
requests  that  as  vital  interests  of  the  Indians  are  involved  in  this  move  that  no 
action  be  taken  upon  said  move  on  the  part  of  said  Thurston  county  delegation, 
until  and  unless  all  facts  it  presents  be  first  brought  to  the  attefttion  of  the  Omaha 
Tribal  Council,  and  that  the  Omaha  Indians  be  given  a  right  to  answer  and  reply 
to  any  such  move  for  such  taxation. 
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That  in  order  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  Omaha  Indians,  we  the  council, 
hereby  appoint  El  wood  Harlan,  a  member  of  said  tribe,  to  appear  in  person  be- 
fore the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  or  any 
other  governing  body  having  in  its  duty  the  consideration  of  such  matters  of  taxa- 
tion of  Indian  lands  in  said  county  and  pray  that  such  Secretary,  commissioner 
or  other  governing  body  give  his  voice  careful  attention.  Macy,  Nebr.  October 
26,  1927. 

Edward  Cline, 
Charles  Walker, 
Albert  Pappan, 
Francis  Freemont, 
William  Walker, 
George  Woodhull, 
Elwood  Harlan, 
Frank  G.  Leaving, 
Frank  L.  Wolf. 
The  Omaha  Business  Council. 


In  the'  District  Court  of  Thurston  County,  Nebr.  David  Z.  Mummert,  plaintiff, 
V.  Emily  Walker  Blackbird,  John  Blackbird,  William  Smith,  Emma  Smith, 
Hubert  Work,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
his  successors  in  office.  Mary  Hewitt  Sheridan  and  Eli  Sheridan  and  Frank 
Sheridan,  Fred  Sheridan,  Dave  Sheridan,  minors,  State  Bank  of  Winnebago, 
a  corporation  of  Winnebago,  Nebr.  Willie  Harlan,  a  minor,  Elwood  Harlan 
and  Margaret  Fremont  Harlan,  Herman  Harlan,  a  minor,  and  Joseph  Harlan, 
a  minor,  defendants.  Case  No.  2996.  Abstract  of  foreclosure  proceedings. 
On  the  16th  day  of  October,  1924,  plaintiff  filed  his  duly  verified  petition 

alleging — 

FIRST    CAUSE    OF    ACTION 

That  for  the  year  1918,  lot  3  in  block  16  of  the  third  filing  of  Walthill,  Thurston 
County,  Nebr.,  was  duly  and  legally  assessed  and  taxed  for  State,  county,  school, 
town,  and  other  legal  and  lawful  purposes,  and  the  taxes  having  become  delinquent 
were  advertised  for  sale  and  sold  on  November  3,  1919,  at  public  sale  to  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  name  of  D.  Z.  Mummert  for  said  1918  taxes  in  the  amount  of  $17.70 
and  a  tax  sale  certificate  issued  therefor.  That  said  premises  were  assessed  for 
the  years  1919,  1920,  1921,  and  1922,  and  the  same  not  being  paid,  the  plaintiff 
as  tax  sales  purchaser  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  said  tax  sale  certificate,  paid 
the  taxes  for  those  years  thereon,  as  follows:  On  May  18,  1920,  taxes  for  the  year 
1919  in  sum  of  $19.51;  on  May  13,  1921,  taxes  for  1920  in  sum  of  $30.50;  on 
September  8,  1922,  taxes  for  year  1921  in  sum  of  $28.14;  on  May  29,  1923,  taxes 
for  year  1922  in  sum  of  $22.01. 

That  no  part  of  the  same  has  been  paid;  that  Emily  Walker  Blackbird  and 
John  Blackbird  claim  to  be  the  owners  of  said  premises,  and  that  William  Smith, 
Emma  Smith,  and  Hubert  Work,  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  his  successors 
in  office  have  or  claim  to  have  some  interest  in  said  premises,  but  that  the  same 
is  junior  and  inferior  to  the  lien  of  plaintiff. 

second  CAUSE  OF  ACTION 

That  for  the  year  1918,  lot  1,  in  block  28,  fourth  filing,  Walthill,  Nebr.,  was 
duly  and  legally  assessed  and  taxed  for  State,  county,  school,  town,  and  other 
legal  and  lawful  purposes,  and  the  taxes  having  become  delinquent,  were  adver- 
tised for  sale  and  sold  on  November  3,  1919,  at  public  sale  to  the  plaintiff  in  the 
name  of  D.  Z.  Mummert  for  said  1918  taxes  in  the  amount  of  $16.48  and  tax  sale 
certificate  issued  therefor.     That  said  premises  were  assessed  for  the  years  1919, 

1920,  1921,  and  1922,  and  the  same  not  being  paid,  the  plaintiff  as  tax  sales  pur- 
chaser for  the  purposes  of  protecting  said  tax  sale  certificate,  paid  the  taxes  for  those 
years,  as  follows:  On  May  18, 1920,  taxes  for  1919  in  the  sum  of  $18.14;  on  May  13, 

1921,  taxes  for  1920  in  the  sum  of  $27;  on  September  8,  1922,  taxes  for  the  year 
1921  in  sum  of  $29.73;  on  May  29,  1923,  taxes  for  1922  in  the  sum  of  $14.81. 

That  no  part  of  the  same  has  been  paid;  that  Frank  Sheridan,  Fred  Sheridan, 
and  Dave  Sheridan,  minors,  claim  to  be  the  owners  in  fee  of  said  premises,  and 
that  the  defendants,  Eli  Sheridan,  Mary  Hewitt  Sheridan,  Frank  Sheridan, 
State  Bank  of  Winnebago,  and  Hubert  Work,  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
his  successors  in  office,  of  the  United  States,  have  or  claim  some  interest  in  said 
premises,  but  that  the  same  is  junior  and  inferior  to  the  lien  of  the  plaintiff. 
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THIRD  CAUSE  OF  ACTION 

That  for  the  years  1917  and  1918,  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  16,  township  25,  north,  range  9,  east  of  the  sixth  principal  meri- 
dian in  Thurston  County,  Nebr.,  was  duly  and  legally  assessed  and  taxed  for  State, 
county,  school,  town,  and  other  legal  and  lawful  purposes,  and  the  taxes  having 
become  delinquent  were  advertised  for  sale  and  sold  on  November  4,  1919,  at 
public  sale  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  name  of  D.  Z.  Mummert  for  said  1917  and  1918 
taxes  in  the  amount  of  $65.42  and  tax  sale  certificate  issued  therefor.  That  said 
premises  were  assessed  for  the  years  1919,  1920,  1921,  and  1922,  and  the  same 
not  being  paid,  the  plaintiff  as  tax  sales  purchaser  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
said  tax  sale  certificate,  paid  the  taxes  for  those  years  as  follows:  On  May  18, 
1920,  taxes  for  1919  in  the  sum  of  $41.75;  on  Mav  13,  1921,  taxes  for  1920  in  the 
sum  of  $57.08;  on  September  8,  1921,  taxes  for  1921  in  the  sum  of  $64.41;  on 
May  29,  1923,  taxes  for  1922  in  the  sum  of  $61.39. 

That  no  part  of  the  same  has  been  paid;  that  Herman  Harlan  and  Joseph 
Harlan,  minors,  claim  to  be  the  owners  of  said  premises,  and  that  Elwood  Harlan 
and  Margaret  Fremont  Harlan,  and  Hubert  Work,  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
and  his  successors  in  oflSce,  have  or  claim  some  interest  in  said  premises,  but  that 
the  same  is  junior  and  inferior  to  the  lien  of  plaintiff. 

FOURTH    CAUSE    OF    ACTION 

That  for  the  years  1917  and  1918,  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  16,  township  25,  north,  range  9  east  of  the  sixth  principal 
meridian  in  Thurston  County,  Nebr.,  was  duly  and  legally  assessed  and  taxed 
for  State,  county,  school,  town,  and  other  legal  and  lawful  purposes,  and  the 
taxes  having  become  delinquent,  were  advertised  for  sale  and  sold  November  4, 
1919,  at  public  sale  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  name  of  D.  Z.  Mummert  for  said  1917 
and  1918  taxes  in  the  amount  of  $65.42  and  a  tax-sale  certificate  issued  therefor. 
That  said  premises  were  assessed  for  the  years  1919,  1920,  1921,  and  1922,  and 
the  same  not  being  paid,  the  plaintiff  as  tax-sales  purchaser  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  said  tax-sale  certificate,  paid  the  taxes  for  those  vears,  as  follows: 
On  May  18,  1920,  for  the  vear  1919  in  the  sum  of  $41.75;  on  Mav  13,  1921,  taxes 
for  1920  in  the  sum  of  $66.20;  on  September  8,  1922,  taxes  for  1921  in  the  sum  of 
$78.73;  on  May  29,  1923,  taxes  for  1922  in  the  sum  of  $72.77. 

That  no  part  of  the  same  has  been  paid;  that  Willie  Harlan,  a  minor,  claims 
to  be  the  owner  in  fee  of  said  premises,  and  that  the  defendants,  Elwood  Harlan, 
Margaret  Fremont  Harlan,  and  Hubert  Work,  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the 
United  States,  and  his  successors  in  office,  have,  or  claim  to  have,  some  interest 
in  said  premises,  but  that  the  same  is  junior  and  inferior  to  the  lien  of  plaintiff. 

And  prays  for  an  accounting  of  the  amount  due  on  each  of  said  tax-sales 
certificates,  and  that  they  be  adjudged  a  first  lien  on  the  respective  properties, 
and  that  plaintiflf  be  awarded  an  attorney  fee  as  provided  by  law,  and  that  in 
default  of  redemption  that  said  premises  be  sold  for  the  satisfaction  of  said 
amounts  found  due. 

On  the  16th  day  of  October,  1924,  summons  was  issued  to  the  sheriff  of 
Thurston  County,  returnable  October  27,  1924,  and  answerable  November  17, 
1924,  for  service  upon  the  defendants  Emily  Walker  Blackbird,  John  Blackbird, 
William  Smith,  Emma  Smith,  Mary  Hewitt  Sheridan,  Eli  Sheridan,  Frank  Sheri- 
dan, a  minor,  Fred  Sheridan,  a  minor,  Dave  Sheridan,  a  minor,  Willie  Harlan,  a 
minor,  Elwood  Harlan,  Margaret  Fremont  Harlan,  Herman  Harlan,  a  minor, 
Joseph  Harlan,  a  minor,  and  the  same  was  returned  and  filed  setting  forth  that 
service  was  had  of  same  on  October  21,  1924,  personally  on  Emily  Walker  Black- 
bird and  John  Blackbird,  and  on  October  23,  1924,  on  Mary  Hewitt  Sheridan, 
Frank  Sheridan,  Fred  Sheridan,  and  Dave  Sheridan,  and  on  Mary  Hewitt  Sheri- 
dan for  each  of  said  minors,  she  being  the  mother  and  natural  guardian  of  said 
minors,  their  father  being  dead.  And  on  October  25,  1924,  personal  service  had 
on  Elwood  Harlan  and  Margaret  Fremont  Harlan,  and  also  on  Willie  Harlan, 
Herman  Harlan  and  Joseph  Harlan,  minors,  and  also  on  Elwood  Harlan,  father 
of  said  minors,  for  each  of  said  minors.  No  service  had  on  William  Smith  and 
Emma  Smith  as  they  could  not  be  found  in  said  county.  No  service  made  on 
Eli  Sheridan  as  he  is  dead. 

On  the  24th  day  of  October,  1925,  affidavit  of  plaintiff's  attorney  was  filed 
setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  action,  and  setting  forth  that  the 
defendant,  Hubert  Work,  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  United  States  is  a 
resident  of  Washington.  D.  C,  and  is  absent  from  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  that 
service  of  summons  can  not  be  made  upon  him  in  this  State,  and  asks  for  personal 
service  on  him  without. 
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On  the  30th  day  of  October,  1925,  summons  was  issued  to  the  sheriff  of 
Thurston  County,  returnable  November  9,  1925,  and  answerable  November  30, 
1925,  for  service  upon  the  defendant  Hubert  Work,  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  successors  in  office,  and  he  appointed 
Edgar  C.  Snyder  of  Washington,  D.  C,  as  his  agent  to  serve  the  same,  and  the 
same  was  returned  and  filed  setting  forth  by  the  affidavit  of  said  Edgar  C.  Snyder 
that  service  of  same  was  had  on  said  defendant  on  November  2,  1925,  by  personal 
service  upon  E.  K.  Burlew,  administrative  assistant  for  Secretary  Work. 

On  the  20th  day  of  November,  1925,  summons  was  issued  to  the  sheriff  of 
Thurston  County,  returnable  November  30,  1925,  and  answerable  December  21, 
1925,  for  service  upon  the  defendant,  Hubert  Work,  as  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  he  appointed  Edgar  C.  Snyder  of  Washington,  D.  C.  as 
his  agent  to  serve  the  same,  and  the  same  w^as  returned  and  filed,  setting  forth 
by  the  affidavit  of  said  Edgar  C.  Snyder  that  personal  service  of  same  was  had 
on  said  defendant  on  November  24,  1925. 

On  the  24th  day  of  December,  1925,  motion  filed  by  plaintiff  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  guardian  ad  litem  for  the  minor  defendants,  Frank  Sheridan,  Fred 
Sheridan,  Dave  Sheridan,  and  Willie  Harlan. 

On  the  24th  day  of  December,  1925,  order  of  court  was  entered  and  filed  appoint- 
ing Roy  B.  Carlberg,  as  such  guardian  ad  litem. 

On  the  24th  day  of  December,  1925,  answer  of  said  guardian  ad  litem  for  said 
minors  was  filed. 

On  the  24th  day  of  December,  1925,  motion  filed  by  plaintiff  for  leave  to  make 
Norman  Harlan  and  Harrison  Harlan,  minors,  defendants  in  the  third  cause  of 
action. 

On  the  24th  day  of  December,  1925,  order  of  court  was  entered  and  filed  grant- 
ing leave  to  make  said  minors  partiS^  defendant. 

On  the  24th  day  of  December,  1925,  summons  was  issued  to  the  Sheriff  of 
Thurston  County,  returnable  January  4,  1926,  and  answerable  January  25,  1926, 
for  service  upon  the  defendants,  Norman  Harlan  and  Harrison  Harlan,  minors, 
and  the  same  was  returned  and  filed  showing  personal  service  of  same  upon  each 
of  them  on  January  2,  1926,  and  also  on  Margaret  Fremont  Harlan,  the  mother 
of  said  minors,  the  father  of  said  minors  not  being  found  in  said  count}'',  and  said 
minors  having  no  legal  guardian,  said  minors  were  found  in  the  care  and  custody 
of  their  mother,  Margaret  Fremont  Harland. 

On  the  24th  day  of  December,  1925,  trial  was  had  in  said  matter  as  to  the  first, 
second,  and  fourth  causes  of  action  and  decree  of  court  was  entered  and  filed  find- 
ing the  allegations  of  plaintiff's  petition  to  be  true,  and  finding  that  there  was  due 
plaintiff  on  his  first  cause  of  action  the  sum  of  $194  and  interest  at  15  per  cent 
from  said  date  and  attorney  fees  of  $19.40,  and  due  plaintiff  on  his  second  cause  of 
action  the  sum  of  $175.42  and  interest  at  15  per  cent  from  said  date  and  attorney 
fees  of  $17.54,  and  due  him  on  his  fourth  cause  of  action  the  sum  of  $532.55  and 
interest  at  15  per  cent  from  said  date  and  attorney  fees  of  $53.25,  and  costs  of  suit, 
and  that  in  default  of  payment  of  the  various  sums  so  found  due  that  said  premises 
be  sold. 

On  the  8th  day  of  January,  1926,  special  appearance  of  Hubert  Work,  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  was  filed. 

On  the  17th  day  of  February,  1926,  stipulation  filed  that  special  appearance  of 
Hubert  Work  is  to  be  withdrawn  and  plaintiff  may  proceed  to  have  decree  entered 
as  to  the  third  cause  of  action  but  will  withhold  praecipe  for  order  of  sale  under 
after  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  United  States  has  rendered  its  decision 
in  case  of  United  States  v.  Mummert  et  al. 

On  the  18th  day  of  February,  1926,  motion  filed  for  the  appointment  of  a 
guardian  ad  litem  for  the  minor  defendants,  Norman  Harlan,  Harrison  Harlan, 
Herman  Harlan  and  Joseph  Harlan. 

On  the  19th  day  of  February,  1926,  order  of  court  was  entered  and  filed  ap- 
pointing Roy  B.  Carlberg  as  such  guardian  ad  litem. 

On  the  14th  day  of  July,  1926,  answer  of  said  guardian  ad  litem  was  filed. 

On  the  17th  day  of  July,  1926,  decree  of  court  was  entered  and  filed,  on  said 
third  cause  of  action  finding  the  allegations  of  plaintiff's  petition  to  be  true  and 
finding  the  amount  due  plaintiff  to  be  $504.01  and  interest  at  15  per  cent  from 
said  date  and  attorney  fees  of  $50.40  and  costs,  and  that  in  default  of  payment  that 
said  premises  be  sold. 
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On  the  27th  day  of  April,  1927,  order  of  sale  was  issued  and  the  same  was 
returned  and  filed  setting  forth  that  at  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the  pubj 
lished  notice  of  sale  he  sold  said  premises  as  follows: 

Lot  3,  block  16,  third  filing,  Walthill  to  plaintiff,  for $250.  00 

Lot  1 ,  block  28,  fourth  filing,  WalthiU  to  plaintiff,  for 200.  00 

NW.  }i  of  SW.  K  of  1&-25-9,  Thurston  County,  Nebr.,  to  W.  F.  Wenke, 

for 694.86 

SW.  %  of  SW.  }i  of  1-6-25-9,  to  W.  F.  Wenke,  for 764.  80 

On  the  second  day  of  June,  1927,  affidavit  of  publisher  and  copy  of  published 
notice  was  filed  as  follows: 

proof  of  publication 
State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss. 
W.  H.  Rickerson,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  publisher 
of  the  Walthill  Times,  a  weekly  newspaper  printed  and  published  in  Walthill, 
in  said  county,  and  of  general  circulation  in  said  county,  that  the  annexed  notice 
was  published  in  said  paper  for  5  consecutive  weeks,  the  first  publication  being 
on  the  28th  day  of  Apriil,  1927,  and  last  publication  on  the  26th  day  of  May, 
1927,  that  said  newspaper  has  a  bona  fide  circulation  of  more  than  300  copies 
weekly  and  had  been  published  for  more  than  52  weeks  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  said  publication. 

W.  H.  Rickerson, 

Publisher. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  May,  1927. 
[notarial  seal]  a.  p.  Coleman, 

Notary  Public,  Thurston  County,  Nebr. 

Commission  expires  November  28,  1931. 

SHERIFF    SALE 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  sale  issued  by  the  clerk 
of  the  District  Court  of  Eighth  Judicial  District  of  Nebraska,  within  and  for 
Thurston  County,  in  an  action  wherein  David  Z.  Mummert  is  plaintiff  and 
Emily  Walker  Blackbird,  Frank  Sheridan,  et  al.,  are  defendants. 

I  will  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1927,  at  the  east  front 
door  of  the  court  house  in  the  village  of  Pender,  Thurston  County,  Nebr.,  (being 
the  east  front  door  of  the  Peebles  Hotel  building,  and  being  the  door  leading  to 
the  room  wherein  the  present  and  proceeding  terms  of  the  District  court  of  said 
county  have  been  held)  offer  for  sale  at  public  auction,  for  cash,  the  following 
described  lands  and  tenements,  to  wit : 

Lot  3,  in  block  16  of  the  third  filing  to  the  village  of  Walthill. 

Lot  1,  in  block  28  of  the  fourth  fiUng  to  the  village  of  Walthill. 

Northwest  quarter  of  southwest  quarter  of  section  16,  Township  25,  north, 
range  9  east,  of  the  sixth  principal  meridian. 

Southwest  quarter  of  southwest  quarter  of  section  16,  township  25  north, 
range  9  east,  of  the  sixth  principal  meridian. 

All  in  Thurston  County,  Nebr.     Said  tracts  to  be  offered  separately. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1927. 

Iler  C.  Jensen, 
Sheriff  of  Thurston  County,  Nebr. 

On  the  2d  day  of  June,  1927,  objections  of  guardian  ad  litem  to  the  confirmation 
of  said  sales  was  filed. 

On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1927,  motion  of  plaintiff  was  filed  to  have  reutrn  of 
sheriff  to  service  of  summons  amended  to  conform  to  the  facts. 

On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1927,  order  of  court  was  entered  and  filed  granting  leave 
to  amend  said  return  to  conform  to  the  facts  and  that  said  return  to  conform  to 
the  facts  be  amended  to  read:  ''To  Margaret  Fremont  Harlan,  the  mother  of 
said  minors  for  each  of  said  minors  at  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  Elwood 
Harlan,  the  father  of  said  minors,  said  Elwood  Harlan  not  being  found  in  said 
county  and  said  minors  having  no  legal  guardian;  said  minors  were  found  in  the 
care  and  custody  of  their  mother,  Margaret  Fremont  Harlan." 

On  the  2d  day  of  June,  1927,  motion  filed  by  plaintiff  for  a  confirmation  of 
said  sales. 
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On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1927,  order  of  court  was  entered  and  filed  requiring  all 
persons  interested  therein  to  show  cause  instanter  why  said  sales  should  not  be 
confirmed. 

On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1927,  order  of  court  was  entered  and  filed  overurling 
the  objections  of  the  guardian  ad  litem,  and  confirming  said  slaes  and  ordering 
deeds  to  be  delivered  to  the  purchasers.  Also  ordering  that  the  mandate  from 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  (U.  S.)  dismissing  the  case  of  United  States  of 
America  v.  David  Z.  Mummert  be  spread  upon  the  records. 

Canceled  tax  sale  certificates  are  in  the  files. 

All  costs  have  been  paid.     Complete  record  made. 

State  of  Nebraska, 

County  of  Thurston,  ss: 
I,  Roy  B.  Carlberg,  a  bonded  abstracter  in  and  for  said  county  and  State,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  within  and  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  abstract  of 
the  proceedings  had  in  the  above  entitled  cause,  being  Case  No.  2996,  as  the  same 
appears  on  file  and  of  record  in  the  oflSce  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
Thurston  County,  Nebr. 

Dated  this day  of ,  19 — . 

,  Bonded  Abstracter. 

Mrs.  Emma  Stabler,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  Your  name  is  Mrs.  Emma  Stabler? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  belong  to  the  Omaha  Band? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? — A.  No.  829  Rock  Island  Station,  Lawrence, 
Kans.    I  used  to  live  here,  about  10  years  ago. 

Q.  You  have  a  statement  you  want  to  make  to  the  committee? — 
A.  Yes;  several.  I  want  to  bring  before  the  Senate  committee  the 
general  condition  of  the  Omaha  Indians.  In  looking  up  the  1928 
census  roll  I  find  that  there  are  409  families  living  on  the  Omaha 
Reservation  and  52  families  are  living  off  of  the  reservation,  and  out 
of  these  409  families  living  on  the  reservation  I  find  that  87  families 
are  without  any  home  at  all. 

Q.  Where  are  they  living? — A.  These  are  couples,  young  couples 
and  old  couples,  who  have  lost  their  homes  in  some  way  and  the 
young  men  are  some  who  have  never  received  any  allotment  and  whose 
families  have  dissipated  their  holdings  and  they  are  therefore  just 
living  off  of  the  other  Indians  or  some  relative  and  it  is  bringing 
hardship  upon  those  with  whom  they  are  living  because  oftentimes 
two  or  three  families  live  in  one  house  and  in  many  cases  we  find'  that 
they  do  not  have  sufficient  to  eat,  and  I  find  that  as  brought  out  by 
Mr.  Harland  in  his  statement  there  are  only  28,000  acres  of  land  left 
that  belong  to  the  Omaha  Indians  held  in  trust  by  the  Government, 
and  out  of  this  approximately  15,580  acres  are  leased  out. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  rent  they  get  for  that? — A.  Well,  they  vary. 
I  think  Mr.  Ziebach  would  be  able  to  answer  that,  probably  $2.50  to 
$7  an  acre  cash  rental  depending  upon  the  improvements;  some  are 
crop  rental  but  not  many. 

Q.  When  you  rent  on  crop  rental  what  do  you  get? — A.  One-fourth. 
Now,  that  leaves  12,420  acres  worked  out  by  the  Indians,  and  I  want 
to  bring  out  this  fact,  that  although  15,580  acres  leased  either  by  a 
share  of  tbe  crop  or  cash  rental,  most  of  the  land  leased  out  is  heirship 
land  and  there  are  sometimes  40  acres  of  land  and  there  are  a  great 
many  heirs  so  that  the  amount  each  receives  is  a  very  small  portion. 
Therefore,  I  guess  the  best  way  to  do  is  probably  to  lease  it  out,  yet 
I  think  our  greatest  problem  is  this — that  some  of  the  Indians  go 
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hungry  and  some  of  them  have  not  enough  to  eat  and  become  dis- 
couraged. 

Q.  Do  they  get  any  rations  from  the  superintendent? — A.  Mr. 
Ziebach  could  tell  you  more  about  that  than  I  can.  There  has  never 
been  any  ration  system  at  all  and  I  find  that  a  great  many  of  our  old 
people  who  have  dissipated  their  holdings  and  sold  ttiem  off  have 
nothing  whatever  to  show  for  tbem  and  are  existing  in  dire  poverty. 

By  Senator  Wheeler  : 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  this,  Mr.  Superintendent;  how  do  you  take  care 
of  the  old  and  indigent  Indians? 

Mr.  Ziebach.  We  make  a  collection  of  advance  orders,  but  we  have 
special  instructions  from.  Washington  that  we  are  not  allowed  to  give 
anything  on  advance  orders  where  the  Indians  have  no  credit  in  the 
oflfice.  The  superintendent  is  held  personally  responsible  if  they  give 
an  order  for  more  than  forty  to  fifty  dollars,  and  if  I  give  them  more 
money  I  am  held  personally  responsible  on  my  bond.  In  my  office 
to-day  we  have  several  thousand  dollars  in  advance  orders  and  it  is  a 
very  serious  proposition  right  now. 

Q.  Do  the  counties  give  any  relief? — A.  Yes;  monthly  pensions 
and  poor  relief,  both,  but  there  are  no  regulations  permitting  the 
superintendent  to  do  the  things  tbat  should  be  done  in  these  matters 
and  it  makes  it  hard  for  the  superintendent  to  do  anything,  and  I 
feel  that  a  lot  of  these  restrictions  should  be  removed  and  eliminated. 

Mr.  Ziebach.  Strictly  interpreting  the  regulations,  that  would  be 
the  case,  but  we  manage  in  some  way  at  times  to  avoid  them. 

A.  There  is  so  much  misery  among  them.  I  know  of  my  own 
personal  knowledge  and  observation  that  they  are  poor  and  demor- 
alized and  it  seems  that  the  moral  condition  is  very  bad. 

Q.  Among  the  Omahas,  you  mean? — A.  Yes;  I  am  speaking  for 
the  Omahas;  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  Winnebagos.  The  conditions 
among  the  Omahas  are  very  bad,  and  I  don't  think  we  get  enough 
cooperation  from  the  county. 

Q.  You  mean  from  county  authorities? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  feel  that  they  don't  enforce  the  laws  enough  among  the 
Indians,  is  that  what  you  mean? — A.  No;  not  the  liquor  laws. 

Q.  Where  do  they  get  most  of  the  liquor  that  they  drink? — A.  I 
thint  the  county  attorney  should  answer  that.  There  is  a  lot  of 
drinking  going  on  nights.  Saturday  night  I  stayed  awake  until  3 
o'clock.  I  would  like  to  know  where  they  get  it,  too;  I  think  the 
county  attorney  should  find  out,  if  he  does  not  know. 

(Someone  in  the  audience  said  *'Macey".) 

Q.  Where  is  Macey;  is  that  on  the  agency  reserve? — A.  No;  that 
is  a  village  adjoining.  I  would  like  to  see  something  done  for  the 
Omahas  because  of  the  dire  poverty  existing  among  them. 

Q.  I  understand  Vice  President  Curtis  has  relatives  on  this  reser- 
vation?— A.  Yes;  he  has  several  relatives.  As  was  brought  out  here 
before,  one  of  our  greatest  problems  is  the  tax  problem;  so  many  of 
our  Indians  are  losing  their  lands  and  homes  because  of  this.  I  think 
we  have  about  28,000  acres  left  held  in  trust  for  the  Omahas,  and 
there  is  approximately  1,100  acres  of  that  involved  in  this  tax  matter, 
and  they  are  going  to  lose  that,  not  being  allowed  to  purchase  patents 
already  patented  with  trust  funds,  and  as  the  Government  has  ad- 
vised the  Indians  wrong  I  think  they  should  straighten  the  matter 
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out  SO  the  Indians  do  not  lose  their  land  and  stand  the  expense  of 
doing  so.  The  Indians  were  advised  by  the  Indian  Office  and  the 
Interior  Department  not  to  pay  taxes  on  the  land;  they  said  it  was 
not  taxable  and  they  lost  every  case. 

Q.  You  feel  that  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  Indian  Office  gave 
them  the  wrong  advice  and  they  lost  their  land  by  failing  to  pay  taxes 
on  it  that  the  Government  ought  to  see  to  it  that  they  were  reimbursed 
or  compensated? — A.  Yes;  I  do  not  think  they  should  blame  the 
Indians;  they  were  depending  on  their  guardian  to  look  out  for  their 
interests,  and  if  they  gave  them  the  wrong  advice  and  they  followed 
it  in  food  faith,  believing  it  was  right,  I  think  the  Government  should 
reimburse  them.  Many  of  the  Indians  involved  lost  all  they  had, 
and  they  are  enduring  a  lot  of  hardship,  as  most  of  this  land  was 
individual  land  and  not  many  of  them  were  heirship  lands. 

Q.  Any  further  statements? — A.  I  want  to  make  a  few  remarks 
about  some  of  the  affidavits  I  have.  I  find  that  there  is  more  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  way  the  local  office  handles  individual  Indian 
money.  I  was  advised  this  morning  at  the  office  that  there  are  500 
individual  accounts  belonging  to  Omaha  Indians,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  superintendent  is  so  tied  down  by  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  department  of  the  Indian  Bureau  that  it  works  a  hardship  upon 
some  of  the  Indians.  I  find  in  some  cases  that  the  Indian  has  a  lot 
of  money  at  the  office  and  he  is  allowed  just  so  much  per  month,  I 
think  $50.  Mr.  Ziebach  showed  me  the  book  and  he  said  he  could 
not  give  him  any  more  even  though  the  man  might  have  $2,000  in 
the  office  to  his  credit. 

Q.  You  think  there  is  too  much  department  red  tape  to  go 
through? — A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  Well,  if  it  is  a  fact  that  they  are  not  getting  enough  to  eat  and 
clothe  themselves  they  ought  to  be  able  to  get  some  money? — A,  I 
think  they  ought  to  be  able  to  do  away  with  some  of  that  red  tape  so 
they  could  get  some  money. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  off  the  reservation? — A.  I  have  lived 
off  the  reservation  12  years.  Before  that  I  lived  here,  I  was  born  and 
raised  on  the  reservation. 

Q.  Have  you  any  children? — A.  Three. 

Q.  Any  other  statement? — A.  I  would  like  to  file  these  affidavits. 
I  could  have  had  a  hundred,  but  I  picked  out  those  which  I  thought 
would  show  the  condition  of  affairs  with  reference  to  the  sale  and 
leasing  of  lands.  The  Indians  seem  to  have  a  lot  of  trouble  handling 
their  affairs  as  they  go  first  to  the  farmer  who  is  the  sub  agent  for 
some  business,  then  they  have  to  come  to  the  Winnebago  Agency  to 
see  the  superintendent  or  some  of  the  clerks  regarding  these  matters, 
and  it  is  a  real  hardship  on  them,  as  many  of  the  Indians  are  very  poor 
and  you  have  no  idea  of  the  hardship  they  have  to  go  through  to  get 
up  here  and  sometimes  when  they  get  up  here  they  don't  get  any 
satisfaction  and  are  referred  back  to  Mr.  Richard.  The  first  is  this 
affidavit  of  Mary  Pappengrant. 

Q.  You  made  out  that  affidavit?— A.  I  did,  I  will  read  it  to  you. 
(Witness  reads  affidavit.] 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  that? — A.  I  don't  know  a  thing  about 
it.  I  have  a  copy  of  that  and  I  will  be  very  glad  to  look  the  matter 
up  and  write  you. 

Q.  Thank  you. 
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(Senator  Wheeler  then  read  the  following  affidavits:  David  Morris, 
Mrs.  Bert  Freemont,  Julia  Webster  (Indian  name,  Knows  the  Coun- 
try), Lizzie  Kent  Phillips,  and  Mrs.  Jennie  W.  Merritt  Turner.) 
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affidavit 
The  State  of  Nebraska, 

County  of  Thurston,  ss: 

Mary  Pappan  Grant,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians,  living  on  the  Omaha  Reservation;  that 
in  the  year  of  1924  she  contracted  with  one  Fred  Hinton  30  acres  of  the  John 
Tomey  allotment,  making  a  grain  rental  on  same.  That  the  terms  of  the  lease 
were:  Fred  Hinton  was  to  give  her  6  bushels  to  one  acre.  The  lease  being  made 
in  the  Omaha  Agency  office  by  Superintendent  Bogus.  That  the  lease  stated 
that  Mr.  Hinton  was  to  deliver  the  corn  at  Rosalie  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1925.  That  he  was  to  give  her  $1  per  bushel.  That  the  renter  paid  the  money 
into  the  Government  office  at  such  date  and  received  receipt  for  same.  That  the 
amount  paid  into  the  office  was  $169.  That  she  did  not  receive  this  payment 
or  her  share  of  it.  That  she  repeatedly  asked  the  office  for  this  rental,  and  each 
time  she  had  been  told  that  it  was  not  paid  into  the  office.  That  the  renter  has 
told  her  that  he  paid  this  rental  and  should  receive  her  money. 

Affiant  further  says  that  in  the  year  of  1926  she  made  another  lease  on  this  same 
allotment,  the  John  Torney  allotment,  of  which  she  is  one  of  the  heirs,  to  one 
Peter  Birdsall,  lease  No.  5190,  class  3.  That  this  lease  stated  that  the  rentals 
on  this  land  should  be  paid  every  six  months,  March  and  September,  each  pay- 
ment being  $75.  That  ever  since  that  time  up  to  the  present  time  she  has  not 
received  any  rentals  of  this  land.  That  the  office  continues  to  pay  debts  which 
were  placed  against  the  estate.  That  the  office  never  consulted  her  or  explain 
to  her  anything  in  regard  to  this  lease  and  the  rentals  therefrom.  That  she  has 
never  signed  any  checks  but  that  the  superintendent  signs  them  and  turns  them 
over  to  the  creditors  of  the  estate. 

The  affiant  further  states  that  she  desires  to  have  the  Government  office 
employees  who  have  charge  of  the  leasing  to  look  up  the  lease  she  made  with 
Fred  Hinton  in  1924  and  to  find  out  what  has  become  of  the  rental  of  $169 
turned  over  to  them  by  Mr.  Hinton.  That  she  and  the  other  two  heirs,  Henry 
Grant  and  Alex  Esau,  did  not  receive  any  of  the  $169. 

Mary  Pappan  Grant. 

Signed  in  the  presence  of: 
C.  J.  Montague, 
E.  W.  Stabler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1929. 

C.  J.  Montague,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


affidavit 
The  State  of  Nebraska, 

County  of  Thurston,  ss: 
David  Morris,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians,  living  on  the  Omaha  Indian  Reservation;  that  some 
time  in  the  year  of  1925  his  house  in  which  he  lived,  being  located  on  his  mother's 
allotment,  was  burned  down.  He  took  the  matter  of  rebuilding  another  house  to 
Mr.  John  Richart  the  Government  farmer  at  Macy,  Nebr.  That  he  told  Mr. 
Richart  the  kind  of  a  house  he  wanted  to  build,  being  a  square  house,  one  story 
high.  That  Mr.  Richart  told  him  that  that  kind  of  a  house  would  not  do. 
Instead  Mr.  Richart  had  a  Mr.  Davis,  who  lives  in  Macy  to  build  a  house  16  by 
14  by  8  feet  without  no  upstairs.  That  he  had  nothing  to  say  about  the  kind  of 
a  house,  or  who  should  build  it  and  where  to  buy  the  lumber.  All  this  done  by 
Mr.  Richart,  who  has  absolute  control  of  building  houses  and  barns  for  the  Omahas 
when  they  have  any  funds  in  the  Government  office.  That  Mr.  Richart  had  the 
lumber  hauled  by  trucks  when  he,  himself,  wanted  to  do  the  hauling  for  the  sake 
of  saving  additional  expense.  That  there  were  some  lumber  left  after  the  build- 
ing of  the  house  and  he  asked  Mr.  Richart  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  use  this 
left-over  lumber  for  repairing  out  houses  and  in  building  a  chicken  house,  but 
that  the  farmer  told  him  it  would  have  to  be  returned.  That  it  was  never  ex- 
plained to  him  whether  he  received  any  credit  for  the  left-over  lumber  or  not. 

( 
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That  the  house  which  was  built  and  supervised  by  Mr.  Richart  cost  him  $1,000 
That  he  thinks  the  amount  excessive  for  the  kind  of  a  house  he  built.  He  does 
not  positively  know  that  Mr.  Richart  had  any  personal  interest  in  this  building 
of  which  he  had  the  absolute  control  as  to  building,  etc.,  but  Mr.  Richart  could 
not  have  displayed  more  interest  and  activity  in  urging  the  building  of  houses 
and  barns  by  the  same  carpenter  and  the  same  lumber  company.  He  does  this 
despite  the  fact  that  he  is  supposed  to  be  our  guardian  of  our  welfare.  That  this 
house  was  paid  for  from  funds  derived  from  a  land  sale  through  the  office. 
Signed  in  the  presence  of —  David  Morris. 

J.  C.  Montague. 
E.  W.  Stabler. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  A.  D.,  1929. 

J.  C.  MoNTAQtJE,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


affidavit 
The  State  of  Nebraska, 

County  of  Thurston,  ss: 
Mrs.  Bert  Freemont,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians,  living  on  the  Omaha  Indian  Reservation; 
that  some  time  in  the  year  of  1928  she  had  funds  to  her  credit  at  the  Govern- 
ment oflBce;  that  after  drawing  out  certain  amount  she  left  with  the  superin- 
tendent $300  to  dig  a  well  on  her  place.  The  office  engaged  a  man  by  the  name 
A.  E.  Earl,  of  Decatur,  Nebr.,  to  dig  this  well.  That  the  well  was  200  feet  deep. 
That  she  was  told  that  she  was  paying  $1.50  per  foot.  That  she  has  been  to  the 
office  and  found  that  this  man  had  already  been  paid  for  his  work  on  this  well. 
That  she  had  no  knowledge  of  this  as  she  was  not  requested  to  sign  a  check  for 
this  work.  That  the  well  is  not  satisfactory  and  is  now  unfit  for  use.  That  the 
office  or  the  clerk  in  charge  of  this  work  has  never  taken  the  time  to  explain 
anything  to  her  regarding  this  transaction.  That  she  still  does  not  know  what 
has  become  of  the  balance  of  the  $300  she  left  for  this  particular  work.  Affiant 
further  states  that  she  desires  the  office  to  explain  this  matter  to  her.  She 
states  that  this  is  only  one  of  the  many  similar  transactions  of  the  same  nature 
carried  on  by  the  office. 

Lottie  M.  Freemont. 
Signed  in  the  presence  of — 
J.  Montague. 
E.  W.  Stabler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  A.  D.,  1929. 

J.  Montague, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


affidavit 
The  State  of  Nebraska, 

County  of  Thurston,  ss: 
Julia  Webster  Knows-the-Country,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  she  is  a  member  of  the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians,  living  on  the  Omaha  Re- 
servations, that  she,  together  with  her  husband,  Jeff  Knows-the  Country,  made 
and  did  execute  a  noncompetent  Indian  deed  to  her  son,  Jesse  Knows-the-Countrv 
on  Lot  2  of  the  NW'^  of  sec.  31,  T.  25,  R.  10  E.  of  the  sixth  principal  meridian 
in  Thurston  County,  Nebr.,  subject  to  the  life  use  which  she  reserved  unto 
herself,  Julia  Webster  Knows-the-Country.  "Subject  to  the  condition  that 
while  the  title  is  in  the  grantee  or  heirs,  the  land  herein  described  shall  not  be 
alienated  or  incumbered  without  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior." 
Affiant  further  says  that  one  Theodore  Johnson  of  Roseland,  Nebr.,  is  attempting 
and  threatening  to  foreclose  her  life  use  on  the  above  described  land  on  a  certain 
judgment.  That  this  certain  judgment  was  secured  by  said  Theodore  Johnson 
because  of  his  activity  in  tyring  to  secure  a  patent  in  fee  on  a  certain  piece  of 
land,  other  than  the  one  in  question,  which  belonged  to  Julia  Webster  Knows- 
the-Country.  That  she  did  not  sign  any  contracts  with  said  Theodore  Johnson. 
That  this  man,  Theodore  Johnson,  had  her  and  her  husband,  Jeff  Knows-the- 
Country,  submit  to  an  examination  by  a  physician  to  have  the  lives  insured. 
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That  this  was  done  by  Theodore  Johnson.  The  insurance  policy  was  taken 
out  on  herself  and  her  husband,  Theodore  Johnson,  being  made  the  beneficiary. 
That  the  insurance  company  is  known  as  the  Prarie  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Omaha, 
Nebr.  The  premiums  of  said  policy  were  charged  to  them,  and  in  this  way  the 
debt  accumulated  and  he,  Theodore  Johnson,  took  judgment  against  her  on  said 
land.  The  affiant  further  says  that  she  needs  the  protection  of  the  Government 
and  desires  to  have  the  superintendent  look  into  this  matter. 

Julia  Webster  Country. 
Signed  in  the  presence  of — 

J.  Montague. 

E.  W.  Stabler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  A.  D.,  1929. 

J.  Montague, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

affidavit 
The  State  of  Nebraska, 

County  of  Thurston,  ss: 

Lizzie  Kemp  Phillips,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians,  living  on  the  Omaha  Indian  Reservation; 
that  about  the  year  1919  she  purchased,  through  the  Government  office,  40  acres 
of  land  from  one  Victoria  Phillips  Woodhull.  That  she  paid  $6,000,000  for  this 
land.  That  the  money  with  which  she  purchased  this  land  was  the  proceeds  from 
land-sale  money,  and  from  rentals  from  lands  which  she  had.  That  this  land  was 
deeded  to  her  through  restricted  Indian  deed  to  her.  That  she  and  her  husband, 
George  Phillips,  lived  on  this  land  from  that  time  until  1925.  That  in  the  fall  of 
1924  her  husband,  George  Phillips,  took  sick  and  was  unable  to  do  any  kind  of 
work.  That  up  to  this  time  she  was  unware  that  the  land  was  being  taxed  by 
the  county  officials  and  was  unware  that  the  taxes  had  accumulated.  That  at 
this  time  superintendent  Mann  and  Mr.  John  Richart  came  out  to  the  place  and 
after  talking  with  them  about  the  tax  matter  that  they  advised  her  and  her 
husband  to  move  into  town  and  that  they  would  look  after  and  transact  her 
business  for  her.  That  her  husband,  George  Philips, happened  to  be  in  Pender 
one  day  and  went  into  the  county  treasury  and  made  inquiry  regarding  the  taxes 
on  this  land  and  he  found  that  the  taxes  were  unpaid  for  two  years  on  this  land 
in  question.  That  we  took  the  statement  of  the  county  treasury  over  to  Super- 
intendent Ziehbach  and  presented  the  matter  to  him  and  asked  him  to  take  care 
of  same.  He  promised  to  take  care  of  this  for  us  the  very  next  daj\  That  we 
further  objected  to  paying  the  interest  accrued  on  the  tax  to  the  county  officials. 
That  we  requested  him,  the  superintendent,  to  just  pay  the  principal,  but  he  told 
us  that  it  was  in  his  hand  and  that  he  would  pay  all  the  taxes  with  interest.  That 
we  got  to  arguing  and  he  final  told  us  to  get  out  of  the  office.  That  this  treatment 
from  the  superintendent  was  uncalled  for  and  we  did  what  we  thought  was  the 
next  best  thing. 

That  we  went  and  mortgaged  this  land  to  J.  E.  Pickus  so  that  we  might  save  a 
portion  of  it  or  to  get  some  benefit  out  of  it.  That  my  husband,  George  Phillips, 
went  back  to  see  if  the  lessee  had  paid  the  tax,  after  renting  the  land  upon  the 
suggestion  of  the  superintendent,  and  he  found  that  the  renter,  George  Quincy, 
had  paid  the  1926  tax  on  this  land  in  question.  That  the  same  year  the  lease 
to  George  Quincy  has  canceled  for  reasons  that  it  was  proved  he  was  making 
whisky.  The  land  was  rented  to  James  Cable  and  that  they  forced  him  to  pay 
the  1926  tax  over  again  together  with  the  1927  tax.  That  the  office  threatened 
James  Cable  that  he  would  be  on  the  black  list  if  he  did  not  take  care  of  the  taxes. 
That  from  this  time  the  office  had  no  use  for  us  and  would  not  take  the  time  to 
explain  anything  to  us.  That  when  she  asked  about  her  rent  money  or  asked  for 
order  that  she  might  get  groceries  and  necessities  they  would  pay  no  attention  to 
us.  That  her  husband,  George  Phillips,  was  sick  and  have  not  been  well  since  1925. 
That  last  winter  her  husband  went  to  the  soldier's  hospital  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
and  did  not  return  until  in  March.  That  from  that  time  we  have  no  orders  of 
sufficient  amount  to  help  us  when  we  are  in  desperate  need.  Affiant  further 
says  that  she  finally  appealed  to  Doctor  Blair;  an  inspector  came  to  Winnebago 
in  June,  first  week  in  June,  and  that  he  arranged  for  them  so  that  they  were 
allowed  $10  a  month  for  three  months'  rent  and  $5  a  week  for  groceries  for  two 
months.  That  they  had  repeatedly  asked  for  an  itemized  statement  of  her 
accounts  and  about  her  affairs  but  they  had  received  no  satisfaction  along  this 
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line.  Affiant  further  says  that  they  have  six  httle  children  depending  upon 
them  and  requests  that  the  office  might  be  more  lenient  with  them;  requests 
that  something  be  done  for  her. 

Lizzie  Keny  Phillips. 
Signed  in  the  presence  of — 
J.  Montague. 
E.  W.  Stablek. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1929. 

J.  Montague, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

affidavit 

The  State  of  Nebraska, 

County  of  Thurston,  ss: 
Mrs.  Jennie  W.  Merrick  Turner,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  she  is  a  member  of  the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians,  living  on  the  Omaha  Reser- 
vation; that  on  or  about  in  1928  Mr.  Richart,  the  farmer  at  the  Omaha  Agency, 
Macy,  Nebr.,  told  her  that  the  barn  located  on  an  80  acres  of  land  belonging 
to  her  minor  child,  Florence  Merrick,  had  to  be  rebuilt.  That  Florence  Merrick 
had  funds  to  her  credit  at  the  Government  office.  That  her  minor  son,  Freddie 
V.  Merrick,  has  adjoining  this  80  acres  belonging  to  Florence  Merrick  a  like 
number  of  acres.  That  Freddie  V.  Merrick  had  also  funds  to  his  credit  in  the 
Government  office.  That  Mr.  Richart  had  this  barn  built  by  Mr.  Davis  of 
Macy,  Nebr.,  that  the  lumber  was  purchased  from  a  lumber  company  in  Walthill, 
Nebr.  (Watson  Lumber  Co.)  That  she  had  nothing  whatsoever  to  say  as  to 
the  kind  of  barn  to  be  built,  etc.  That  Florence  Merrick  did  not  have  sufficient 
funds  to  her  credit  to  cover  expense  of  building  the  kind  of  barn  Mr.  Richart 
wanted  to  build,  so  that  funds  belonging  to  Freddie  V.  Merrick,  her  minor  son's 
funds,  were  used  to  complete  the  barn.  That  -she  objected  to  this,  saying  that 
she  did  not  wish  to  have  Freddie  Merrick's  funds  used  on  Florence  Merrick's 
property  but  that  Mr.  Richart  told  that  it  would  make  no  difference.  That 
the  barn,  which  was  on  the  place,  was  good  enough  and  that  she  thought  it 
needed  repairing,  instead  of  building  a  new  one.  That  in  building  the  new 
barn  some  of  the  old  material  was  used,  yet  the  cost  of  the  barn  was  excessive, 
being  over  $774,  more  or  less,  each  paying  $387  on  this  barn.  That  the 
affiant  further  says  that  she  did  not  sign  any  of  the  checks,  as  a  legal  guardian 
for  her  children  but  that  the  office  paid  for  lumber,  carpenter,  etc.  The  affiant 
further  says  that  she  wishes  the  welfare  of  her  minor  children  as  to  their  property, 
and  as  to  any  funds  to  their  credit,  and  all  their  income  from  said  property  be 
properly  handled  and  not  expend  one's  funds  on  the  other's  pr)6perty. 

Jennie  W.  Merrick  Turner. 
Signed  in  the  presence  of — 

J.  Montague. 

E.  W.  Stabler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July  A.  D.  1929. 

J.  Montague,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  August  3,  1928. 
Mrs.  Jennie  Woodhull  Merrick  Turner, 

Walthill,  Nebr. 
Dear  Madam:  This  will  refer  further  to  your  letter  of  June  25  in  which  you 
requested  that  the  money  being  disbursed  from  the  funds  of  your  two  minor 
children,  Fred  V.  and  Florence  Merrick,  for  their  support,  be  increased. 

This  matter  has  been  looked  into  and  we  find  that  authority  was  granted  in 
June  for  the  expenditure  of  $700  from  each  of  your  children's  accounts  to  build 
a  barn  on  land  owned  by  them.  Authority  was  also  granted  for  the  expenditure 
of  not  to  exceed  $100  for  clothing  and  necessities  during  the  summer  season 
Up  to  the  present  time,  they  have  each  received  $50,  which  leaves  $50  more  to 
be  paid  to  them  prior  to  their  return  to  school. 
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Since  you  and  j'our  children  seem  to  be  well  provided  for,  this  office  sees  no 
reason  for  a  change  in  the  present  method  being  followed  by  the  superintendent 
in  paying  $100  to  eac^  child  during  the  summer  season. 
Very  truly  vours, 

C.  F.  Hauke, 
Acting  Assistant  Commissioner. 
Approved  August  4,  1928. 

E.  C.  Finney, 
First  Assistant  Secretary. 

Macy,  Nebr.,  March  19,  1929. 
Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee, 

House  Indian  Affairs  Committee,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  honorable  committees: 

Whereas  there  has  been  three  citizens  appointed  by  our  agent  on  February 
26,  1929,  to  investigate  into  alleged  newspaper  propaganda  existing  on  different 
Indian  reservations,  and  conditions  of  the  Omaha  and  Winnebago  Tribes;  and 

Whereas  we  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Omaha  Tribal  Council,  a  duly 
organized  and  recognized  body  of  the  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians,  residing  in  Thur- 
ston County,  Nebr.,  respectfully  request  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  Indian 
AflFairs  Committees  to  take  into  consideration  our  views  and  report,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  citizens  committee. 

First  answer:  There  has  been  no  advancement  made  by  the  Omaha  Indians. 
We  can  not  name  one  Indian  here  who  has  progressed,  either  by  farming  his  land 
or  by  raising  livestock  or  by  any  other  ways  by  which  we  can  honestly  say,  he 
(the  Indian)  advanced  in  the  past  eight  years,  and  further,  nor  any  Omaha 
Indian  made  any  advancement  since  being  wards  of  the  Government. 

Second  answer:  The  trust  lands  are  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  as 
the  fee  still  remains  with  the  Government.  But  lands  bought  by  the  Indians 
with  trust  funds  or  money  where  once  patented,  and  restrictions  inserted  in  the 
deeds  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  effect  that  it  can  not  be  sold,  mort- 
gaged, or  otherwise  disposed  of  or  encumbered,  without  consent  of  the  Secretary 
has  proved  to  be  unsound  and  useless.  However,  the  Government  courts  have 
held  that  State  taxation  or  taxes  against  such  lands  are  liens  and  subject  to  sale 
under  tax  sales  laws.  These  lands  were  bought  at  high  prices  by  large  num- 
bers of  Indians  here  with  their  trust  moneys  in  the  office,  and  through  the  office, 
and  are  losing  them  by  their  being  sold  for  taxes  against  said  lands.  None  of  these 
lands  have  sold  for  sums  larger  than  the  amount  of  taxes  against  the  lands,  in- 
cluding costs  of  sale  and  so  the  Indians  have  not  received  one  cent  from  the  said 
lands,  though  they  have  paid  large  prices  for  them. 

We  can  cite  one  case,  that  of  John  Sherman,  an  Omaha  Indian  who  lost  40 
acres,  which  had  netted  him  $5  per  acre  or  income  of  $200  a  year,  under  a  Govern- 
ment lease.  This  land  was  sold  for  taxes  and  sold  for  less  than  $450.  Another 
case  is  Mary  Webster  Harlan  traded  her  80  acres  trust  land,  through  the  office, 
fox  an  improved  40  acres  in  one  tract  and  20  acres  in  another,  near  by.  Both  of 
these  tracts  had  been  owned  by  a  white  person,  and  the  Secretary  inserted 
restrictions  against  alienations,  as  usually  done,  which  restricted  the  Indian, 
but  did  not  restrict  the  taxes  from  encumbering  the  lands.  The  deeds  to  Mrs. 
Harlan,  it  was  learned  shortly,  had  not  been  filed  in  the  county  seat,  but  were 
held  at  the  agency  office.  This  land,  we  now  find  was  sold  for  taxes  a  year  ago, 
and  the  deeds  to  Mrs.  Harlan  still  lie  in  the  Government  office,  for  the  past  six 
years.  Now  Mrs.  Harlan  has  lost  her  original  80  acres,  which  was  sold  by 
approval  of  the  Secretary,  but  also  the  70  acres,  which  was  traded  for  it. 

There  are  many  more  such  cases,  including  town  property,  which  are  to  be 
sold  for  taxes.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  should  do  some- 
thing for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  since  the  courts  have  held  his  restrictions 
do  not  hold  against  these  taxes  of  the  State. 

Third  answer:  The  Indian  receives  proper  medical  care  and  attention,  as  far 
as  we  can  learn. 

Fourth  answer:  Not  to  our  knowledge  in  the  past.  The  office  may  be  starting 
now  a  constructive  plan  relative  to  Indian  leases  with  Sweet  clover  clause  to 
better  the  soil. 

Fifth  answer:  Some  of  the  Indians  have  built  homes,  purchased  livestock, 
farm  machinery.  Lease  money — most  of  this  money  goes  to  pay  taxes  on  trust 
lands,  and  of  course,  some  of  it  has  been  squandered. 
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We  do  not  charge  the  responsibility  or  fault  to  the  Indian  Department,  how- 
ever, we  state  here  that  it  is  a  known'fact,  Indians  are  still  wards  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  are  not  guardians  of  the  Government.  Therefore  the  Indians  can 
not  be  charged  with  being  the  guilty  party. 

Superintendents  in  the  past  have  used  best  efforts  to  handle  Indian  affairs  in 
a  businesslike  manner  and  likewise  by  the  present  administration,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  they  have  been  tied  short  with  rules  and  regulations,  which  they 
(superintendents)  can  not  go  beyond. 

The  above  are  our  answers  to  the  five  questions,  just  as  we  know  them;  and 

Whereas,  we  now  make  further  statements,  in  order  that  your  honorable 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  may  compare  with  against  the  citizens'  report. 
And  now  we  come  to  the  real  condition  existing  on  the  Omaha  Reservation. 

The  Omaha  Tribe  of  Indians  had  200,000  acres  of  land;  of  this  amount  they 
received  trust  allotments  under  two  allotment  acts,  namely,  to  wit,  1882  and 
1893,  and  to-day  there  is  about  50,000  acres  left  in  the  names  of  the  Indians. 

There  are  less  than  40  Indians  who  will  be  able  to  farm  this  year,  and  less  than 
10  of  the  forty  will  be  able  to  handle  80  acres;  the  rest  of  them  40  or  less. 

Since  1915  there  has  been  land  sales,  lease  money,  deposited  to  the  credit  of 
the  Omaha  Indians  which  netted  them  about  $1,000,000  or  more  and  to-day 
there  is  less  than  $50,000  left  of  this  vast  sum. 

We  are  not  polititians  or  political  officeholders  by  which  our  actions  resulted 
in  a  way  to  show  hard  feelings  toward  the  Indian  Department  or  our  home  office 
here.     Our  report  is  just  as  we  see  it  here. 

We  suggest  that  one  or  more  of  the  Senate  Investigating  Committee  should 
come  this  summer  and  see  conditions  for  themselves  on  the  Omaha  and  the 
Winnebago  Reservations. 

Appreciating  your  consideration  herein,  we  are  at  your  service  for  any  other 
information. 

Senator  Wheeler.  I  wish  you  would  look  into  these  matters  Mr. 
Ziebach  and  write  us  at  Washington  about  them. 

Mr.  Ziebach.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Wheeler.  In  the  case  of  Mrs.  Jennie  W.  Merrick  Turner 
there  is  also  a  letter  from  Acting  Commissioner  Hart.  Her  complaint 
is  that  they  took  money  from  one  of  her  children  and  she  was  not 
consulted  about  it,  she  did  not  sign  the  checks. 

Q.  Anything  else  Mrs.  Stabler? — A.  I  want  to  say  a  word  about 
unemployment  among  the  Omaha  men,  that  is  a  problem,  a  great 
problem.  A  great  many  of  the  Indian  men  are  willing  to  work  but 
there  is  very  little  employment  to  be  had  and  it  is  hard  to  find  a 
place,  and  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Senate  committee  that  this  is  a 
very  serious  situation  among  not  only  the  Omahas  on  this  reservation 
but  on  other  reservations,  and  one  of  the  greatest  benefits  that  could 
accrue  to  the  Indians  would  be  to  place  them  on  a  self-supporting 
basis  as  I  believe  that  if  they  are  busy  and  making  a  living  for  their 
families  that  it  will  help  in  a  measure  to  solve  much  of  the  so-called 
Indian  problem.  I  personally  know  several  young  men  who  have 
come  to  me  and  told  me  that  they  are  willing  and  anxious  to  work, 
but  there  is  no  work  to  be  found  around  here  and  that  white  farmers 
will  not  give  them  work. 

Q.  Do  the  white  farmers  hire  other  help? — A.  Yes;  other  than 
Indians.  The  Indians  are  not  financially  situated  that  they  can  go 
to  Sioux  City  and  other  places  and  stay  any  length  of  time  to  look  for 
work. 

Q.  You  feel  then  that  a  Government  employment  agency  to  find 
work  for  these  Indians  would  be  of  great  benefit? — A.  Yes,  it  would. 

Q.  You  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  Omaha  Indians? — 
A.  Yes,  I  have. 

Q.  WTiere  did  you  receive  your  education? — A.  I  went  to  Genoa, 
and  two  and  a  half  years  to  Wellman  Word  College  for  Girls  and  one 
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year  to  Phillips.  Another  thing  I  would  like  to  mention  is  the 
education  of  the  Indians.  I  live  about  2  miles  from  Lawrence 
College,  and  the  State  university  is  also  located  there.  Now,  when 
the  Indians  finish  school  at  Haskell,  which  is  supposed  to  be  a  high 
school,  they  are  not  permitted  to  enter  the  State  university  unless 
they  take  a  year's  preparatory  work;  and  I  feel  that  the  high  school 
they  have  at  these  Indian  schools  is  not  standard. 

Q.  You  feel  that  they  are  not  up  to  the  standard  of  the  white 
schools? — A.  No;  they  are  not  up  to  the  standard  of  the  public 
schools — public  high  schools — because  I  know  they  did  not  have 
language  at  all  of  their  high  schools.  Now  they  have  added  two 
years,  and  they  have  to  begin  in  the  first  year  at  the  university, 
and  graduates  of  the  first  year  at  Lawrence  may  enter  immediately. 
Haskel  is  supposed  to  be  a  high  school,  but  they  have  to  spend  one 
more  year  in  order  to  enter  the  university;  and  I  know  that  there  is 
quite  a  difference  in  courses. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Davis  superintendent  when  you  were  at  the  Genoa 
school? — A.  Yes;  that  was  before — I  won't  tell  you  how  long  ago 
that  was. 

Q.  I  took  you  for  a  young  girl? — A.  Thank  you. 

Paul  Thomas,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

(J.  Harlan  was  given  the  usual  oath  and  acted  as  interpreter.) 

Examination  by  Senator  FraZ/Ier: 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  want  to  make  to  the  committee? — A. 
My  wife  bought  land  through  the  Government  ofiice  in  1921  and  when 
we  lease  this  land  out  the  superintendent  always  advise  us  there  was 
no  taxes  to  be  paid,  we  believe  the  superintendent  and  it  went  for 
a  long  time  and  there  happen  to  be  taxes  against  it  but  the  superin- 
tendent never  told  us  that,  and  the  farmer  in  charge  never  visit  us  so 
that  we  would  know  there  was  taxes  against  it,  and  when  we  find  out 
there  was  a  large  amount  of  taxes  against  the  land  we  went  to  the 
former  superintendent  and  the  farmer  and  ask  them  if  we  were  per- 
mitted to  sell  the  land  and  they  refuse  us  and  tell  us  that  we  must  go 
somewheres  and  start  up  papers  to  remove  the  restrictions,  and  we 
went  to  Roslyn,  Nebr.,  to  see  Theodore  Johnson  and  he  starts  the 
necessary  papers  and  he  told  us  he  would  charge  us  $250  for  doing 
the  work. 

Q.  Is  he  an  attorney  at  law? — A.  No;  real  estate.  We  have  under- 
standing with  him  that  if  the  restrictions  were  not  granted  we  were  not 
to  pay  him  anything.  Some  time  after  that  we  went  there  and  he 
told  us  they  refuse  to  remove  the  restrictions  and  that  we  do  not  owe 
him  anything  for  the  work  and  he  tore  up  the  note  and  papers  of  me 
and  my  wife.  I  found  the  papers  that  Mr.  Johnson  tore  up  later  on 
the  table  and  I  happen  to  pick  them  up  and  a  few  days  after  that  Mr. 
Johnson  demanded  a  judgment  against  us  at  Pender,  Nebr.,  and  when 
I  went  there  I  found  it  was  $440  and  I  can  not  see  how  it  come  that 
we  made  such  a  note  after  he  tore  up  the  one  that  was  first  in 
consideration. 
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By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Did  you  sign  more  than  one  note? — A.  No;  just  sign  one  note. 

Q.  Where  did  Johnson  get  the  other  note? — A.  That  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  your  signature  on  the  two  notes? — A.  Of  course,  yes;  one 
note  was  signature  on,  yes  but  that  note  he  tore  up  and  I  pick  it  up 
and  it  was  my  name,  he  was  to  cancel  that.  We  must  sell  this  land 
in  order  to  pay  the  taxes  and  have  money  left  and  the  superintendent 
and  the  farmer  refuse  that  and  we  have  to  sell  the  land  for  taxes. 

Q.  What  is  he  trying  to  tell  us,  that  the  superintendent  and 
farmer  refused  to  let  him  sell  the  land  and  he  was  finally  forced  to 
sell  it  or  let  it  go  for  taxes? — A.  Yes.  When  the  Indians  buy  live- 
stock or  machinery  with  trust  funds  the  farmer  or  the  agent  always 
has  to  see  to  it  that  they  get  their  property,  but  when  a  big  problem 
like  land  comes  up,  $5,200,  they  permit  that  to  get  away  and  the 
superintendent  and  the  boss  farmer  have  neglected  to  do  their  duty 
to  see  that  the  Omaha  Indians  get  something  as  all  they  have  is  their 
land  and  they  let  that  get  away.  What  I  am  referring  to  is  that 
Geo.  Merritt,  a  merchant  at  Macay,  Nebr.,  ask  me  why  I  did  not 
take  the  offer  that  he  made  for  the  land  and  I  told  him  I  did  not 
know  notliing  about  that,  and  he  said  he  made  an  offer  of  $40  an 
acre  for  the  land,  and  if  they  would  sell  the  land  I  would  have  money 
coming  instead  of  the  land  going  for  taxes. 

Q.  Who  did  the  merchant  offer  the  $40  an  acre  to? — A.  Mr.  Merritt 
stated  to  me  that  he  offered  it  to  the  boss  farmer,  Mr.  Richeart  at 
Macey. 

Q.  Anything  further? — A.  I  was  wondering  how  the  farmer  could 
last  that  long,  that  many  years.  I  don't  believe  he  has  ever  been  to 
my  house. 

Q.  How  long  has  this  farmer  Richeart  been  there? — A.  Since  1920. 
We  don't  ever  receive  any  rent  from  that  land  I  am  talking  about. 

Q.  At  the  present  time? — A.  Or  before. 

Dan  Walker,  sworn  to  testify,  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Dan  Walker? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  live  on  the  Omaha  Reservation? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  want  to  make  a  statement  to  the  committee? — A.  Yes; 
but  I  can  not  talk  good,  I  need  interpreter. 

(Mrs.  Stabler  was  then  given  the  usual  oath  and  acted  as  interpreter 
for  the  witness.) 

Q.  Go  ahead,  make  your  statement  as  brief  as  possible? — A.  My 
wife  purchased  a  piece  of  land  through  the  office  with  trust  funds 
and  deeded  it  to  my  children,  she  bought  it  and  deeded  the  land  to 
her  children  and  me  and  I  would  like  to  know  just  what  the  Senate 
committee  could  do  in  the  way  of  relief  because  I  owe  so  much  and 
there  was  judgment  against  the  land  belonging  to  the  county  and  I 
am  about  to  lose  it. 

Q.  What  is  the  judgment  for? — A.  At  the  time  my  father  died  I 
contracted  a  debt  for  his  funeral  expenses  $399.25  and  it  is  this  debt 
that  is  brought  against  the  land. 
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By  Senator  Wheeler. 

Q.  Haven't  you  any  money  coming  from  the  Indian  Office? — A. 
Every  piece  of  land  we  have  is  deeded  to  the  children  and  we  have 
nothing. 

Q.  There  is  nothing  the  Senate  committee  can  do  unless  you  have 
some  money  coming  to  you  from  the  office,  nothing  we  can  do  in  a 
case  of  that  kind? — A.  I  would  like  to  bring  this  fact  before  you, 
I  am  anxious  to  settle  this  debt  because  there  is  judgment  against  this 
particular  piece  of  land  and  the  agent  does  not  seem  to  be  interested 
in  this  affair  and  does  not  recommend  that  the  restriction  clause  be 
removed  so  I  could  sell  this  land. 

Q.  The  land  is  in  his  children's  name,  do  you  know  anything  about 
this  particular  case,  Mr.  Superintendent? 

Mr.  Ziebach.  I  can  look  it  up  at  the  office. 

Q.  The  superintendent  will  look  it  up  for  you  and  see  what  can  be 
done  about  it  and  write  the  committee. 

Alfred  Blackbird,  being  first  duly  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Alfred  Blackbird  and  you  reside  on  the  Omaha 
reservation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  an  affidavit  to  file  with  the  committee? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Let  me  see  it. — A.  (Witness  hands  affidavits  to  Senator 
Wheeler). 

Senator  Wheeler  reads  the  affidavits  of  Julia  Freemont  Blackbird 
and  Mary  Robinson  and  instructs  that  the  same  be  inserted  in  the 
record. 

State  of  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 
Julia  Freemont  Blackbird,  being  first  duly  sworn,  says  that  she  is  an  Omaha 
Indian,  resident  of  said  county,  and  the  owner  of  the  S.  ji  SE.  }i  of  36-25-9  in 
said  county,  being  unpatented  lands. 

That  during  the  last  three  years  this  aflSant  has  not  received  in  cash  any  pro- 
ceeds from  the  rentals  of  her  land,  and  she  desires  an  investigation  made  and  a 
statement  of  the  condition  of  her  account  with  the  office  as  to  said  rentals. 
Julia  Freemont  (Her  thumb  mark)  Blackbird, 
Witness  to  mark: 

Robert  G.  Fuhrman. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  A.  D.   1929.     My 
commission  expires  August  3,  1931. 
[seal.]  Robert  G.  Fuhrman,  Notary  Public. 


State  op  Nebraska, 

Thurston  County,  ss: 

Mary  Robinson,  of  the  vicinity  of  Macy,  county  of  Thurston,  and  State  of 
Nebraska,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  she  is  the  owner  of 
unpatented  land  in  said  county,  described  as  SW.  Y^  of  SW.  Yi  of  sec.  23,  twp.  25, 
N.,  R.  9;  that  for  a  number  of  years  the  Indian  office  paid  out  of  her  funds  taxes 
on  said  land,  and  later  the  officials  told  her  that  the  land  was  not  subject  to  tax 
because  she  live  on  it,  and  she  says  that  she  desires  to  have  the  matter  investi- 
gated to  see  whether  her  money  was  lawfully  paid  out  and  if  not,  whether  it  can 
be  returned  to  her. 

And  further  this  deponent  says  not. 

Mary  Robinson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1929. 
[seal.]  Robert  G.  Fuhrman,  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  August  3,  1931. 
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Q.  Anything  else? — A.  Just  a  few  more  words  My  understanding 
gentlemen  of  the  committee,  we  heard  it  long  last  winter,  that  there 
was  going  to  be  an  investigation  of  the  Indian  Office  at  Washington, 
and  after  we  tried  to  send  our  complaints  we  heard  that  the  super- 
intendent here  on  instructions  from  Washington  had  appointed  an 
investigating  committee  here  of  three  members,  one  was  county 
commissioner,  one  was  county  attorney,  and  the  other  was  Mr. 
George  Merritt,  a  storekeeper.  Long  afterwards  I  read  about  their 
report  saying  we  Indians  did  not  make  any  complaint  against 
the  Indian  Office  and  I  was  kind  of  surprised  about  this  because 
I  know  that  our  people  are  being  taxed  to  death  and  us  poor 
Indians  are  in  a  hard  way,  they  have  never  thought  much  of  us  and 
then  they  send  this  kind  of  a  report  to  the  big  men  in  Washington. 
Ever  since  citizenship  was  conferred  upon  all  of  the  native-born 
Indians  in  the  United  States  by  the  general  franchisement  act  of  1924 
we  have  favored  a  commission  be  appointed  to  investigate  and  report 
to  Congress  the  existing  administrative  system  of  Indian  affairs  and 
to  report  any  inconsistencies  that  they  may  find  to  exist  between 
that  system  and  the  rights  of  the  Indian  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Such  commission  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  and  consist  of 
one  or  more  Indian  citizens.  We  also  favor  the  repeal  of  any  law 
and  the  determination  of  any  administrative  act  or  practice  which 
may  be  inconsistent  with  Indian  citizenship  to  the  end  that  the 
Federal  guardianship  existing  over  the  Indians  of  the  United  States 
may  not  work  a  prejudice  to  the  persons  and  proper  rights  of  the 
Indians,  and  that  the  treaty  and  property  rights  of  the  Indians  of 
the  United  States  may  be  granted  to/them.  Mrs.  Stabler  and  others 
are  working  on  a  petition  along  that  line  to  send  to  you.  I  am  sorry 
that  some  of  the  old  people  can  not  take  up  the  time  to  present  their 
troubles  to  you  and  any  relief  granted  will  not  be  of  great  benefit  to 
them  as  they  have  not  many  years  to  live  but  we  are  thinking  about 
our  children  and  future  generations. 

Now,  we  are  down  and  out,  our  lands  are  being  taken  for  taxes,  and 
even  the  income  from  the  rent  is  taken  away  and  we  have  very  little 
to  live  on.  We  feel  that  the  Government  has  not  lived  up  to  the 
treaty  agreements  and  promises  made  to  the  Indians.  People  who 
rent  from  us  do  not  pay  the  rent  when  they  should,  sometimes  they 
don't  pay  at  all;  that  is  the  way  we  are  treated.  We  have  a  superin- 
tendent here  who  is  a  new  man,  he  is  not  familiar  with  our  affairs,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  they  are  neglecting  or  do  not  care  for  us.  Some 
of  us  live  a  long  way  from  the  agency  and  many  of  the  Omahas  do 
not  have  any  money,  and  if  our  land  is  rented  for  $2.50  or  $2.60  an 
acre  the  tax  takes  it  ah  and  we  have  nothing  left  to  live  on,  especially 
the  old  people ;  many  of  them  have  money  in  the  ofiice  but  can  not  get 
it.  We  are  Indians,  of  course  we  have  a  little  different  color  than  you 
have,  we  are  only  Indian,  but  you  are  white  men  and  all  we  ask  is 
that  you  treat  us  right  and  fair.  The  great  ilbraham  Lincoln  said 
that  all  men  were  created  free  and  equal;  I  mention  him  because  he 
was  honest.  Now,  I  am  not  a  good  speaker,  I  wish  I  was  and  I  could 
make  a  better  talk,  but  I  am  glad  that  you  people  came  here  and  that 
you  have  had  a  chance  to  hear  our  troubles  and  see  the  way  we  have 
to  live.  We  hope  you  have  a  personal  interest  in  us  and  that  when 
you  go  back  to  Washington  j^ou  will  do  everything  you  can  to  do 
something  that  will  be  of  benefit  to  us  as  well  as  to  future  generations. 
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We  are  not  able  to  help  ourselves  much,  and  we  are  glad  that  you 
•came  here,  and  I  am  glad  that  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  say  a 
few  words  to  you  gentlemen.  I  have  been  working  for  the  last  10  or 
15  years  for  the  Indians,  but  some  of  them  are  jealous  of  me  and  they 
kick  me  out  of  the  council,  the  superintendent  knows  it,  because  I 
want  to  see  things  straight.  Another  thing  I  want  to  say  is  that  we 
used  to  have  4,500  acres  of  tribal  land,  now  maybe  1,500  acres  is 
gone;  I  don't  know  how  it  got  away.  The  reason  I  want  to  say  this 
is  that  my  wife  was  interested  in  that  because  she  did  not  receive  an 
allotment  and  I  think  she  is  entitled  to  some  of  this  tribal  land,  and 
I  wish  when  you  people  go  back  to  Washington  you  would  look  into 
it  and  see  how  they  handle  our  tribal  land,  not  only  of  the  Omahas 
but  other  tribes,  too.  Inspectors  come  here  and  tell  us  everything  will 
be  fixed  up,  but  they  never  do  anything  for  us,  but  we  are  glad  you 
Senators  come  here  and  heard  the  Indian  side  and  we  hope  you  will 
help  us  all  you  can.     I  guess  that  is  all. 

Mrs.  Emma  Long,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
end  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  You  live  here  in  the  city? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  statement  do  you  want  to  make  to  the  committee,  make 
it  as  brief  as  possible? — A.  Certainly.  I  am  not  going  to  make  a 
very  long  statement  as  there  are  many  others  here  want  to  speak. 
I  have  no  special  complaint,  but  I  want  to  touch  upon  a  few  things 
such  as  grievances  of  the  Indians  as  a  whole.  For  one  thing,  we  wish 
that  the  superintendent  here  would  have  more  authority  over  the 
Indians  in  handling  their  individual  money  because  there  are  times 
that  the  Indians  are  in  need  of  money,  but  he  has  rules  and  regula- 
tions that  hinder  him  in  paying  out  money,  because  in  winter  it  is 
very  cold  and  they  need  coal,  clothes  and  other  things  for  their 
comfort  and  he  is  handicapped  in  helping  them.  They  have  orders 
instead  of  money  and  of  course  the  orders  only  go  to  the  one  that 
takes  them  and  some  stores  don't  have  the  things  they  want  and 
they  can  not  go  and  buy  it  with  these  orders.  I  know  in  many 
instances  people  are  sick  and  need  real  money  to  buy  special  things 
to  eat  and  so  forth  but  they  can  not  get  anything  unless  they  have 
an  order  from  Mr,  Ziebach  and  oftentimes  he  is  handicapped  b}^ 
restrictions  placed  upon  him.  Another  thing  I  would  like  to  mention 
is  the  educational  system  of  the  Indian  people.  We  only  get  an 
eighth  or  tenth  grade  education  and  of  course  if  they  w^ant  to  enter 
a  higher  school  they  can  not.  Some  of  them  want  to  continue  their 
education.  I  was  speaking  to  an  Indian  couple  last  summer  and  if 
they  were  given  the  privilege  they  would  enter  college  but  they 
can  not.  I  think  the  department  should  raise  an  appropriation  for 
such  Indians  as  want  to  continue  their  education — they  would  be 
better  Indians  and  better  citizens — they  would  not  go  back  to  the 
old  way  of  living,  drinking,  loafing,  ana  carousing  around. 

Lots  of  young  men  from  the  grade  schools  go  to  Haskell  and  that  is 
the  end  of  them,  and  they  try  to  go  to  work  too.  Senators,  but  they  fall 
into  bad  company  and  drinking  companions  because  they  have  no 
steady  employment  and  are  not  educated  for  any  trade  or  profession. 
Now,  in  regard  to  hospitals— I  think  we  should  have  trained  nurses  to 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES      2179 

look  after  the  patients.  The  doctor  ought  to  have  competent  help 
so  that  he  could  give  his  orders  and  they  would  know  what  to  do,  and 
he  should  have  full  authority  over  the  patients.  In  regard  to  the  boss 
farmers,  they  have  too  much  authority  when  it  comes  to  leasing  land; 
sometimes  the  Indians  have  a  certain  farmer  they  lease  their  land  tq 
•and  he  pays  them  the  money  but  when  the  boss  farmer  finds  it  out 
and  prefers  to  lease  it  to  a  certain  farmer  he  will  refuse  to  rent  him 
the  land,  and  if  they  complain  about  it  he  says  he  has  a  right  to  do 
that.  There  are  many  farms  laying  idle  to-day  and  we  feel  that  he 
■should  consult  with  the  Indians  as  they  know  the  different  farmers, 
and  he  should  try  to  help  them  when  he  can  instead  of  making  it  hard 
for  them.  One  Indian  woman  told  me  a  few  days  ago  that  one  renter 
•was  going  to  turn  out  his  stock  into  some  of  her  alfalfa  in  good  condi- 
tion and  she  went  to  see  the  boss  farmer  about  it  and  he  did  not  even 
take  the  time  to  stop  to  talk  to  her  and  she  went  out  to  field  again  and 
the  stock  were  in  the  alfalfa  field.  It  was  seeded  with  her  own  money, 
and  I  think  she  is  here  to-day.  I  don't  think  we  need  this  farmer 
anyway,  because  there  are  only  a  very  few  Indians  farming  and  he  is 
not  needed  here,  and  I  think  that  salary  should  be  taken  and  paid  to  a 
good  competent  doctor  and  a  lot  of  people  would  not  have  to  be  taken 
to  Sioux  City  for  operations  and  then  brought  back  here. 

Q.  You  think  you  would  be  better  off  without  a  farmer? — A.  Yes; 
and  I  think  many  Indians  agree  with  me.  The  agent  should  have  full 
authority  so  that  he  would  not  be  advised  by  the  financial  clerk. 
When  he  gives  orders  to  his  coworkers,  they  should  be  obeyed. 

Alex  Le  Marre,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows : 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier  : 

Q.  Your  name  is  Alex  Le  Marre? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? — A.  Here  in  Winnebago. 

Q.  What  is  it  you  have  to  say? — A.  There  is  just  one  little  incident 
I  want  to  talk  about.  We  used  to  live  on  the  farm,  but  I  could  not 
stay  there  longer.  I  rent  my  land  now.  My  wife  and  me  we  put 
some  alfalfa  in  on  our  land.  We  bought  100  pounds  of  seed  and 
put  in  7K  acres  and  done  a  very  good  job,  and  it  cost  me  for  seed 
alone  $25;  this  is  the  third  year  now,  starting  on  four  years,  and  of 
course  when  we  rent  the  land  we  have  a  verbal  agreement  that  no 
stock  was  to  be  run  on  it  as  we  want  to  sell  the  hay  from  it,  and  when 
the  lease  was  made  the  renter  said  he  would  keep  his  stock  out  of 
that.  He  was  paying  me  cash  rent  and  that  did  not  include  the 
alfalfa  and  he  agreed  not  to  pasture  any  stock  in  it.  This  spring 
he  did  not  ask  me  or  my  wife  but  he  said  '*I  am  going  to  put  my 
stock  in  there,"  and  I  went  over  to  the  agency  and  took  it  up  with 
mister  farmer  and  he  said  he  would  write  him  about  it,  and  later 
I  went  to  see  him  and  he  said  there  was  nothing  in  the  lease  about 
that  and  that  the  man  had  more  right  to  it  than  we  did,  and  I  asked 
the  farmer  if  he  could  help  me  out  on  that  and  he  said  no. 
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Edward  Klein,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  What  is  your  name?     Do  you  need  an  interpreter? 
[J.  Harlan,  previously  sworn,  acted  as  interpreter  for  the  witness.] 
Q.  Just  tell  him  that  we  don't  want  any  speeches  and  to  make  his 
statement  brief. — A.  We    Omahas    are    having    hard   times  is   the 
reason  we  wish  you  would  come  here.    Since  I  have  been  here  I  have 
heard  what  they  told  you.    I  am  55  years  old  and  I  have  five  children 
and  I  am  having  hard  time  ever  since  I  have  been  here.    If  you  find 
anything  that  is  worth  your  consideration,  we  would  like  you  to  help 
us.    I  understand  the  new  policy  of  the  new  administration  is  to  turn 
the  Indians  loose,  and  I  wish  to  state  before  that  time  that  they 
clean  up  the  Indians  of  what  they  owe  them.    If  they  are  going  to 
turn  the  Indians  loose,  it  is  going  to  work  much  hardship  on  fellows 
like  me. 

Q.  Tell  him  he  is  a  pretty  healthy  looking  fellow. — A.  Me  look 
healthy;  me  healthy  when  young,  but  me  not  young  no  more.  I 
want  to  say  a  word  about  the  superintendent  of  our  school.  We  have 
a  long  distance  to  come  and  we  all  want  to  get  in  here,  and  I  myself 
just  barely  got  up  here  and  those  that  come  have  to  bear  expenses. 
The  point  I  want  to  bring  out  is  very  important  and  if  the  superin- 
tendent is  going  to  continue  he  ought  to  come  to  our  relief  about 
these  long  trips  once  a  week — he  promised  that  but  he  has  not  shown 
up  yet — that  is  the  reason  I  mention  that. 

Q.  You  say  he  has  not  been  out  to  your  reservation? — A.  Yes; 
once  in  a  while,  but  he  should  be  there  at  least  once  a  week. 

Dr.  G.  A.  TiRADOR,  sworn  to  testify  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  testified  as  follows: 

Examination  by  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Your  name  is  Dr.  P.  A.  Tirador? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  physician  and  surgeon? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  school  did  you  graduate  from? — A.  University  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

Q.  You  were  born  at  Iloilo,  P.  I.? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  here? — A.  This  is  my  third  month  in 
the  Indian  Service. 

Q.  You  just  got  into  the  Indian  Service? — A.  Yes;  before  that  I 
was  in  hospital  practice  and  before  that  two  years  in  private  practice. 

Q.  Doctor,  tell  us  what  you  find  as  to  the  conditions  on  this  reser- 
vation here? — A.  Of  course  the  length  of  time  I  have  been  here  does 
not  allow  me  to  find  the  real  condition  of  the  Indians,  the  Winne- 
bagoes  and  the  Omahas,  but  so  far  as  I  have  observed  they  are  in 
very,  very  bad  condition,  as  I  say  I  don't  have  time  to  make  a  real 
survey  of  the  health  condition  of  the  Indians. 

Q.  Do  you  propose  to  hold  clinics,  doctor,  to  find  out  how  many 
Indians  have  T.  B.? — A.  We  are  holding  clinics  at  the  Winnebago 
hospital  and  twice  a  week  at  Macy. 

Q.  Would  the  Indians  come  in  or  did  you  have  any  trouble  getting 
them  into  the  clinic? — A.  They  do  not  cooperate  with  us  very  well. 

Q.  Well,  what  have  you  been  able  to  do? — A.  We  just  figure  that 
we  are  going  to  persuade  them  to  come  for  their  health's  sake  and 


SURVEY  OF  CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  UNITED  STATES     2181 

explain  to  them  that  we  are  responsible  and  want  them  to  have 
good  health. 

Q.  Have  you  been  to  the  Omaha  Reservation  at  all  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  situation  there? — A.  No;  I  have  not  had  no  time.  I 
Am  alone  and  I  have  to  take  care  of  the  hospital  and  we  have  2,700 
Indians,  Winnebagoes,  and  Omahas. 

Q.  Have  you  any  statement  you  would  Uke  to  make  to  us? — A.  I 
"would  like  to  correct  the  statement  of  Mrs.  Essie  Boucher.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken  she  said  I  refused  to  let  Mrs.  Fanny  Gilbert  come  to  the 
hospital.  According  to  our  record  Fanny  Gilbert  came  to  the  hos- 
pital on  the  7th  of  May  and  went  away  on  her  own  account  on  the 
excuse  she  was  going  away  because  her  grandchild  came  home  from 
■school  and  nobody  to  take  care  of  her  at  that  time.  When  she  was 
admitted  to  the  hospital  she  claimed  she  was  having  headaches  and 
she  wanted  to  go  to  her  home.  I  had  gone  to  Macey  and  when  I 
came  back  she  was  gone;  she  had  left  the  hospital.  The  second  time 
she  came  w^as  on  the  24th  of  May  and  she  complained  she  was  having 
trouble  with  her  bowels,  and,  of  course,  that  time  she  felt  bad  and 
gradually  sinking,  sinking,  and  finally  died  on  the  31st  of  June.  I 
have  here  a  statement  from  a  patient  who  has  been  very  sick  from 
heart  trouble  and  she  was  with  this  Fanny  Gilbert,  side  by  side. 

Q.  We  will  place  that  in  the  record. — A.  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
any  foundation  for  that  at  all.  I  do  not  recall  any  single  instance 
when  I  refused  a  patient,  and  if  they  want  to  tell  the  truth  they  will 
say  that  I  have  never  refused  to  admit  a  sick  patient.  Also  in  regard 
to  the  statement  of  Mrs.  Emma  Long  about  the  nurses  going  out, 
I  wish  she  could  prove  that  statement.  Also  in  regard  to  the  state- 
ment of  Mrs.  Addie  Boucher  that  they  are  not  graduate  nurses  and 
do  not  have  proper  care.  I  will  say  this,  that  these  nurses  we  have 
now  are  practical  nurses;  they  are  under  my  close  observation.  They 
are  fit  for  the  work,  and  I  will  say  that  if  we  have  a  single  patient 
that  needs  attention  they  let  me  know  of  it  in  time. 

Q.  Have  you  a  telephone? — A.  We  have  no  telephone  in  my  resi- 
dence but  in  the  hospital. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  there  should  be  one? 

Mr.  Ziebach.  There  has  been  one  ordered  but  they  took  exceptions 
to  it  at  Washington,  the  comptroller  did.  I  have  been  getting  calls 
on  my  phone  up  to  2  o'clock  at  night  and  the  comptroller  wants  me 
to  take  the  phone  out  of  my  house.  We  have  no  funds  here  to  do 
that  work  now;  we  were  down  to  the  last  penny  last  year.  Since  the 
1st  of  July  we  have  a  few  dollars  and  we  ^\^ll  put  a  phone  in. 

Senator  Wheeler.  Well,  I  hope  the  new  administration  in  the 
Indian  Bureau  won't  carry  out  the  same  policy  that  their  predecessors 
did. 

Senator  Wheeler.  Let  me  ask  you  this,  Mr.  Superintendent,  don't 
you  think  these  doctors  on  the  various  reservations  ought  to  get  more 
money? 

Mr.  Ziebach.  Yes;  they  should. 

Senator  Wheeler.  And  is  it  not  a  fact  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  the 
better  class  of  doctors  unless  they  are  better  paid? 

Mr.  Ziebach.  Yes,  sir.  There  has  been  some  complaint  here  also 
about  trained  nurses.  It  is  a  fact  that  these  positions  have  been 
vacant  for  months  and  so  far  as  I  know  no  effort  has  been  made  to  fill 
them.  We  have  had  a  vacancy  for  one  nurse  since  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber and  no  effort  has  been  made  apparently  to  fill  it. 
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(The  following  interrogation  of  Sam.  B.  Davis,  taken  at  Pierre,. 
S.  Dak.,  July  17,  1929,  is  incorporated  herein  and  made  a  part  of  this 
record.) 

Sam.  B.  Davis,  being  first  duly  sworn  upon  oath,  testified  as  follows:. 
Examination  by  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Your  full  name,  please?— A.  Sam.  B.  Davis. 

Q.  Your  official  position?— A.  I  am  in  charge  of  the  Indian  School 
at  Genoa,  Nebr. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  service? — A.  Since  1896 — 
January  1,  1896. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  superintendent  of  the  Indian  School 
at  Genoa?— A.  Since  May,  1907. 

Q.  That  is  22  years? — A.  Yes,  sir;  at  Genoa. 

Q.  And  before  that? — A.  I  was  supervisor  at  Rapid  City  for  two 
or  three  years,  three  or  four  years,  and  before  that  in  Oregon. 

Q.  How  many  pupils  have  you  going  to  school  at  Genoa? — A.  Ap~ 
proximately  500.  We  usually  have  from  500  to  530  or  540 ;  the  average 
attendance  for  the  year  is  about  500. 

Q.  You  have  a  school  farm  there,  I  believe,  and  a  herd  of  dairy 
cattle? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  per  capita  cost  per  child  per  j^ear  in  your  school? — 
A.  Well,  the  per  capita  cost;  I  have  not  got  those  figures,  but  the  per 
capita  cost  per  child  per  school  year  is  always  equal  to  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Q.  Don't  you  keep  those  figures? — A.  Yes;  but  I  have  not  got 
them  with  me.  Everything  that  is  raised  on  the  farm,  garden  products, 
and  products  of  the  dairy  herd  and  swine;  there  is  a  lot  of  figures  to 
that. 

Q.  How  many  cattle  do  you  have  there? — A.  We  have  the  finest 
herd  of  Holsteins  in  the  service,  15  to  20,  small  and  big,  and  while  we 
are  on  that  I  might  say  that  we  are  the  only  school  who  are  now  and 
have  been  giving  our  children  the  maximum  amount  of  milk  per  day, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  one  quart;  that  is  fed  to  them  in  cream,  butter, 
and  in  cooking. 

Q.  Every  school  we  have  been  to  teU  us  that  they  have  been  giving 
the  children  a  quart  of  milk  a  day? — A.  That  is  different  from  state- 
ments and  letters  I  have. 

Q.  Do  you  feed  the  children  butter  or  oleomargerine? — A.  We  do 
not  feed  butter  every  meal,  but  we  do  feed  what  butter  we  can  from 
the  cows;  we  churn  twice  a  week. 

Q.  How  many  milk  cows  do  you  have  there? — A.  We  try  to  keep 
45  to  50;  that  would  mean  that  we  would  have  a  surplus  of  10  to  15 
cows  in  full  lactation  period. 

O.  The  number  of  cows  is  not  sufficient  to  give  them  butter  and 
milk  both? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  What  do  you  give  them  to  take  the  place  of  that? — A.  Give 
them  graver  and  fats,  things  like  that. 

Q.  Practically  all  of  the  Indian  schools  we  have  visited  have  told 
us  that  they  give  them  oleomargarine  in  place  of  butter? — A.  We  do 
not  do  that;  no,  sir.  ^ 
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Q.  Is  there  any  rule  about  giving  children  oleomargarine  in  place 
of  butter? — A.  There  is  no  rule  I  know  about,  but  we  must  give  them 
so  much  butter  or  margarine  each  meal  and  with  the  fund  appro- 
priated the  office  knows  we  could  not  feed  them  butter. 

Q.  Is  there  any  rule  or  regulation  that  you  know  of  with  reference 
to  giving  them  oleomargarine  in  preference  to  butter  for  the  purpose 
of  economy? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of;  no,  sir. 

Q.  I  thought  it  rather  strange  that  each  one  of  the  schools  are 
giving  them  oleomargerine? — A.  Of  course,  it  is  cheaper,  and  econ- 
omy is  the  greatest  thing  we  have  to  face. 

Q.  I  would  not  call  it  economy;  I  would  call  it  parsimony  of  the 
Indian  Service. — A.  You  are  in  a  position  to  call  it  things  I  could  not, 

Q.  Well,  you  know  the  situation  at  your  school  and  you  are  in  a 
position  to  at  least  tell  us  what  your  needs  are  in  the  way  of  money? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  just  what  the  conditions  are,  because  this  com- 
mittee does  not  know  anything  about  the  needs  of  these  schools  with 
reference  to  how  much  money  they  need,  and  lack  of  funds,  lack  of 
facilities,  and  so  forth? — A.  I  will  try  to  state  it  as  briefly  as  I  can, 
Senator.  First,  I  will  say  that  the  Indian  Service  in  the  field  has 
recently  come  in  for  a  lot  of  criticism.  I  am  one  of  them  who  has  been 
criticized  for  the  things  that  we  should  have  done  or  should  not  have 
done,  and  I  do  not  feel  that  we  are  entirely  to  blame  for  that,  as  our 
hands  are  tied  down  because  we  could  not  get  funds  from  Congress 
to  carry  on  fike  we  would  have  liked  to  do  and  conduct  these  schools 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  conducted.  We  do  not  have 
enough  money  appropriated  to  buy  the  kind  and  quantity  of  clothing 
that  should  be  worn,  nor  do  we  get  sufficient  money  for  food  for  these 
children;  not  enough  to  employ  the  better  class  of  instructors.  With 
the  small  appropriation  we  have  we  can  not  expect  to  get  teachers  to 
work  for  us  when  they  can  demand  much  better  salaries  in  the  public 
schools;  nevertheless  we  are  expected  to  maintain  a  high  standard. 
Notwithstanding  the  low  salaries  paid  we  still  get  teachers,  but  when 
we  want  a  supervisor  of  industries,  or  a  trained  teacher  of  agriculture 
or  mechanics  you  can  not  expect  to  get  a  man  for  $1,200  to  $1,500  a 
year.  We  could  probably  get  a  man  teacher  out  of  college  to  take 
these  places  if  they  saw  any  chance  for  advancement  to  $2,200  or 
$2,300  a  year,  but  when  we  try  to  get  that  caliber  of  a  man  our  supe- 
riors at  Washington  tell  us  that  they  have  not  got  the  funds  because 
Congress  did  not  appropriate  them. 

By  Senator  McMaster: 
Q.  I  might  say,  Mr.  Davis,  that  in  my  personal  experience  of  five 
3'ears  in  the  United  States  Senate  when  money  was  asked  for  schools, 
and  funds  for  schools,  that  there  has  never  been  to  m.j  knowledge  any 
single  item  cut  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  We  have  abided  by  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  Indian  Department  on  the  Appropria- 
tion Committee  and  we  supposed  that  they  requested  a  sufficient  sum 
in  their  budget  to  properly  educate,  feed,  and  clothe  these  children 
and  take  care  of  their  educational  w^ants.  I  just  want  to  make  that 
statement  here  so  you  will  understand  the  matter. — A.  There  has 
been  a  considerable  change  since  the  Director  of  the  Budget  is  there. 
Formerly  when  we  applied  through  our  people  at  Washington  they 
would  go  direct  to  the  Senate  and  House  committees  and  present  it 
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to  them,  what  was  needed  in  the  way  of  an  appropriation.  Now,  we 
don't  get  in  touch  at  all.  Our  estimates  are  made  up  and  they  go 
before  the  Director  of  the  Budget,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
gets  what  he  can  and  then  when  they  get  about  what  they  think  they 
can  get  along  with  the  Director  of  the  Budget  tells  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  cut  off  $5,000,000,  others  the  same  way — then  where  do  we 
come  in?  So  I  don't  think  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Indian  Service  not 
asking  for  what  they  want  but  the  Budget  Director  cuts  the  appro- 
priation down  that  they  have  asked  for,  and  it  has  already  been  cut 
by  the  time  it  gets  to  the  House  and  Senate. 

Q.  There  was  an  emergency  appropriation  asked  for  in  South 
Dakota  for  a  tuberculosis  sanitarium  and  a  bill  was  introduced  for 
that  purpose  and  the  Indian  Department  sent  up  an  adverse  report 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  Their  statement  was  to  the 
effect  that  they  could  not  get  Congress  to  appropriate  the  money. 
I  consulted  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Appropriation  Com- 
mittee and  they  were  all  in  favor  of  it,  and  the  report  came  in 
from  the  Indian  Committee  itself. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 
Q.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  has 
simply  turned  down  every  piece  of  legislation  calling  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  any  money  claiming  that  it  was  against  the  economy  policy 
of  the  administration,  and  they  have  let  Indian  children  half  starve 
to  death  to  save  a  few  dollars  under  the  guise  of  economy. — A.  We 
ought  not  to  be  criticized  out  here  because  we  don't  do  those  things; 
we  can't  help  it. 

By  Senator  McM aster: 
Q.  We  are  trying  to  remedy  the  situation.  You  were  telling  us 
about  the  number  of  cattle  and  equipment  you  had  at  your  school? — 
A.  All  out  cattle  are  purebred  Holsteins  and  we  run  a  herd  of 
Duroc  Jersey  hogs.  We  sell  our  surplus  stock  for  breeding  purposes; 
there  are  buyers  all  over  the  country.  We  have  exhibited  our  herd 
and  came  in  contact  with  the  greatest  herds  in  this  State  and  neigh- 
boring States,  and  any  man  who  breeds  Holstein  cattle  or  Duroc 
Jersey  hogs  knows  of  the  Indian  school  at  Genoa.  We  sell  these 
hogs  and  take  the  funds  that  the  surplus  brings  from  the  sale  of 
cattle  and  hogs  and  utilize  that  money  in  connection  with  the  appro- 
priation from  the  department,  and  I  am  sure  that  we  can  give  our 
children  a  little  more  than  some  other  fellow  or  school  located  in 
other  sections  of  the  country  where  they  have  not  the  resources  or 
the  facilities  to  produce  this  purebred  stock. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 
Q.  What  grades  do  you  have  in  that  school? — A.  We  have  been 
carrying  only  10  grades.  We  have  now  been  allowed  to  commence 
the  eleventh  and  will  increase  to  the  twelfth.  We  are  going  in 
strongly  for  home  economics  for  the  girls;  also  home-aid  nursing. 
We  teach  the  boys  steam  and  electric  engineering  and  blacksmithing, 
shop  repairing,  and  carpenter  work.  We  teach  them  as  much  as  we 
<iSiTi  of  these  and  also  agriculture.  We  are  not  prepared  now  to  give 
them  a  full  course  in  agriculture,  but  we  hope  to  be  able  to  employ  a 
regular  agricultural  man. 
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Q.  What  age  are  your  students  there? — A.  Six  to  19,  20  years. 
The  children  of  Nebraska  have  no  other  school  to  go  to  when  they 
are  too  far  removed  from  the  public  schools.  We  do  not  take  chil- 
dren from  other  States  that  young. 

Q.  How  are  you  equipped  to  teach  these  children  mechanics? — 
A.  We  are  not  sufficiently  equipped  to  give  them  the  instruction 
they  should  have.  We  need  more  physical  equipment  and  we  need 
an  actual  teacher.  We  have  a  good  carpenter  and  a  man  who  under- 
stands automobile  mechanics  and  blacksmithing  up  to  a  certain 
point,  and  we  also  have  a  man  that  understands  steam  and  electric 
engineering,  and  we  have  our  own  plant,  which  is  a  pretty  good 
plant.  These  men,  however,  are  practical  men  and  their  knowledge 
only  goes  to  a  certain  point. 

Q.  You  give  them  no  real  instructions,  then,  outside  of  the  me- 
chanics giving  them  some  instruction? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  give  them  any  regular  established  course  in  mechan- 
ics, engineering,  or  vocational  training? — A.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  I  would  like  to  get  your  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  you  feel 
what  kind  of  an  education  would  be  best  for  the  Indians.  Do  you 
feel  that  manual  training  is  better  for  them,  or  do  you  feel  that  it  is 
better  to  just  give  them  an  ordinary  schooling,  a  regular  school  course 
and  turn  them  out? — A.  I  think  the  Indian  pupil  should  go  through  the 
twelfth  grade  and  by  that  time  many  of  them  do  not  want  to  attend 
school  any  longer.  As  it  is  now  they  attend  school  three-fourths  of  a 
day,  but  if  they  would  go  through  the  twelfth  grade  they  could  in  the 
meantime  learn  to  be  a  good  carpenter,  mechanic,  farmer,  or  stock- 
man, harness  maker,  or  any  of  the  ordinary  trades,  so  that  when  they 
leave  school  and  come  in  contact  with  the  average  white  man  they 
could  do  as  good  work  in  the  carpenter  shop  and  business  shop  as  the- 
white  fellow,  and  I  think  the  most  of  them  are  well  adapted  for  me- 
chanical work.  However,  we  get  an  unusually  large  number  of  bright 
young  men  who  want  to  teach  school  and  who  want  to  go  into  the  pro- 
fessionals and  be  lawyers,  doctors,  and  so  forth  and  many  of  the 
women  want  to  teach  school  or  become  sisters,  and  we  feel  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  whereby  these  man  and  women  could  have 
an  opportunity  go  to  some  State  institution  and  finish  their  educa- 
tion. 

Q.  How  about  the  health  conditions  at  your  school? — A.  They  are^ 
good. 

Q.  Have  you  a  full-time  doctor  there  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment?— A.  No;  we  have  a  contract  physician,  we  consider  that  a 
much  better  plan. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  contract  system? — A.  For  instance, 
the  man  we  have  this  year  is  a  man  who  makes  $12,000  to  $15,000  a 
year  in  his  practice,  and  he  is  a  much  better  man  than  we  could  get 
on  a  full-time  basis  for  $1,200  to  $1,500  a  year.  We  have  a  regular 
man  always  on  the  ground.  We  are  right  in  the  town  on  Genoa  and 
have  excellent  physicians  who  are  interested  in  the  school  and  we  get 
these  men  as  often  as  we  need  them,  day  or  night — they  come  when 
we  call  them,  and  they  do  that  for  a  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Q.  Do  you  have  the  children  examined  as  to  health  conditions 
at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year? — A.  First,  when  they  leave  the 
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reservation  or  home  communities  they  are  immediately  examined. 
They  are  stopped  and  examined  by  the  physicians  when  they  come 
to  school;  they  are  weighed  every  month  and  a  record  kept  to  see 
whether  or  not  they  gain  or  lose  in  weight,  and  those  children  who 
are  underweight  are  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  nurse  and 
doctor  and  are  treated  in  accordance  with  the  physicians'  advice, 
they  are  also  placed  on  special  diet  if  the  case  requires  and  are  given 
an  increased  supply  of  milk.  We  also  have  a  contract  dentist  in  town 
and  their  teeth  are  examined  and  necessary  dental  work  done. 
^  Q.  With  reference  to  the  girls,  do  you  keep  a  record  of  the  girls 
each  month? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  reason  I  am  asking  is  that  we  came  in  contact  with  a 
situation  at  one  school  where  a  girl  was  to  have  a  baby  and  no  one 
apparently  knew  anything  about  it  for  a  long  time,  would  it  be 
possible  in  your  school  for  a  girl  to  have  a  baby  and  no  one  know 
anything  about  it  for  eight  or  nine  months? — A.  I  don't  believe  it 
would — women  are  just  like  other  people,  some  are  more  virtuous  I 
suppose  than  others,  but  the  girls  are  supposed  to  report  to  the  matron, 
and  they  themselves  know  that  if  something  goes  wrong  or  if  they  are 
suspected  they  are  taken  over  to  the  nurse  and  if  not  satisfactory  to 
her  they  are  taken  to  the  doctor.  Pregnancy  of  course  has  happened 
in  every  school  because  girls  go  home  in  the  summer  and  at  these 
places  they  go  to,  there  are  always  some  licentious  scoundrels  waiting 
for  them  and  that  is  where  they  get  pregnant  and  hide  it  when  they 
come  back  to  school. 

Q.  It  would  be  a  rather  difficult  matter  to  hide  it  for  a  period  of 
nine  months  would  it  not? — A.  It  does  not  seem  possible. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Do  all  the  children  go  home  in  the  summer  time? — A.  Approxi- 
mately 125  remain  the  whole  year;  some  of  the  pepole  don't  have 
money  to-send  for  their  children  when  they  live  a  long  distance  from 
the  school.  We  have  some  students  from  Montana  and  their  folks 
have  not  money  to  send  for  them. 

Q.  How  large  a  hospital  have  you  here? — A.  Thirty  beds. 

Q.  Is  that  large  enough  to  take  care  of  the  situation? — A.  Yes;  we 
need  other  things  so  bad  we  would  not  ask  for  more. 

Q.  You  have  full  time  registered  nurses? — A.  Yes;  we  have  one, 
she  seems  to  be  able  to  take  care  of  the  situation. 

By  Senator  McM aster: 

Q.  You  say  you  have  an  average  of  about  40  cows  giving  milk? — 
A.  Well,  I  said  45. 

Q.  About  what  does  your  total  production  of  milk  amount  to  per 
day?— A.  165  to  170  gallons. 

Q.  That  would  be  a  Uttle  over  600  quarts?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  say  each  child  is  allowed  a  quart  of  milk  per  day? — 
A.  1  would  not  say  that.  It  is  available  so  that  when  they  want 
milk  to  drink  they  can  get  all  they  want,  it  would  average  about  a 
quart  of  milk  per  day. 

Q.  That  would  require  approximately  500  quarts  of  milk  per  day 
for  that  purpose,  how  much  butter  do  you  make  per  week,  and  what 
is  your  consumption  of  butter  per  week? — A.  We  have  a  record  of 
that  I  would  not  want  to  say  off  hand.     We  churn  twice  a  week,  and 
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that  would  give  them  butter  all  day  Sunday  and  one  day  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  week,  say  for  dinner  and  supper  or  breakfast  and  supper 
they  would  have  butter. 

Q.  For  two  days  in  the  week  they  would  have  butter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  five  days  they  would  have  no  butter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  no  oil  margarine? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  use  as  a  substitute? — A.  Fat  off  of  the  beef  and 
gravy. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  that  the  children  should  be  given  more  than  that? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  often  do  they  receive  meat? — A.  Beef  and  sometimes 
pork  every  day. 

Q.  Fresh  pork  or  salt  pork? — A.  Fresh  pork,  but  we  also  salt  it  in 
the  wintertime, 

Q.  But  they  have  more  bacon  and  salt  pork  than  fresh  meat? — A. 
I  rather  think  they  do.  Senator,  because  we  do  not  think  pork  is  good 
for  the  Indian  children  and  we  use  more  beef. 

Q.  Do  they  have  more  of  that  than  they  do  fresh  beef? — ^A.  They 
have  dried  beef  and  corned  beef,  I  believe  it  would  be  more  on  the 
side  of  corned  beef,  you  might  say  that  would  be  your  meat  for 
supper. 

Q.  What  kind  of  sweets  do  3^ou  give  to  the  children? — A.  Sugar  and 
always  plenty  of  sirup,  then  we  have  fruits  such  as  dried  prunes, 
peaches,  apples  and  other  dried  stock,  then  we  have  of  course  canned 
stuff.  We  always  have  dried  figs  and  a  reasonable  plenty  of  other 
stuff,  of  course  canned  stuff  is  pretty  expensive. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  that  there  is  sufficient  money  appropriated  to 
properly  feed  these  children? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  sufficient  money. 
I  do  not  think  we  get  sufficient  money  for  the  support  of  the  children 
in  the  school. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  support;  do  you  think  you  get  enough 
money  to  properly  feed  the  children  in  the  school? — A.  No,  I  don't 
think  we  do,  but  we  use  all  that  is  appropriated  for  our  school. 

Q.  I  understand  that. — A.  Some  of  that  goes  for  clothing. 

Q.  I  understand  that. — A.  But  the  amount  we  have  appropriated 
ior  food  is  not  enough. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  You  made  the  statement  that  you  did  not  think  pork  was  good 
for  the  Indian  children? — A.  We  do  not  think  it  is  as  good  as  good 
beef.  The  physicians  seem  to  think  that  the  Indian  children  are 
rather  predisposed  to  a  glandular  affliction  causing  the  glands  to  swell, 
-and  our  physicians,  a  number  of  them  have  told  us  that  when  the 
Indian  children  are  fed  pork  to  any  extent  it  causes  them  to  have 
^land  trouble, 

Q.  I  was  just  curious  to  know^  it  all. — A.  Of  course  I  am  not  a 
physician,  that  is  what  they  tell  us. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  of  this  salt  pork  that  has  been  sent 
around  to  various  reservations? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  believe  you  had  a  statement  to  make;  go  ahead  and  make 
your  statement. — A.  Well,  I  want  to  say  something  about  the  attacks 
made  on  me  to  your  committee;  these  attacks  were  first  made,  as  I 
understand  it,  at  Riverside,  Calif.,  and  the  next  time  in  Washington 
;and  another  time  at  Winnebago,  Nebr.     Now,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
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a  strange  thing  that  newspapers  would  attack  me  in  three  different 
sections  of  the  country.  I  have  no  way  of  telling  through  the  news- 
papers that  these  attacks  were  made  by  one  and  the  same  person 
and  their  source  of  information  and  knowledge,  and  the  people  must 
have  imagined  me  to  be  a  very  terrible  individual,  the  worst  since 
Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  was  written.  They  have  made  me  the  greatest 
villain  in  the  Indian  Service,  and  it  has  got  to  the  point  where  I  will 
have  to  leave  my  wife  and  three  children  and  go  to  an  insane  asylum 
if  it  does  not  stop,  this  abuse  that  is  heaped  upon  me.  I  do  not  intend 
to  abuse  these  witnesses,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  I  would  like  to  say 
something  about  the  report  of  this  Mrs.  Carroll;  she  is  the  one  that 
brought  these  charges  which  came  to  me  from  Washington.  She 
was  there  three  months  at  the  school  under  a  probationary  appoint- 
ment, and  her  work  was  such  and  her  temperament  was  such  that 
she  was  wholly  unfitted  for  institutional  work,  and  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  report  adversely  on  retaining  her,  and  after  she  was  relieved 
she  went  down  and  stayed  for  six  weeks  with  another  emploj^ee  that 
had  been  asked  to  resign;  that  was  a  Mr.  Smith,  a  former  night 
watchman  who  was  over  to  see  you  the  other  day,  and  during  that 
time  any  statement  she  could  get  she  got  it.  She  got  a  statement 
from  Mr.  Smith  that  she  wrote  herself,  by  telling  them  that  the  super- 
intendent would  never  see  them  and  that  it  would  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs.  Now,  these  statements  I  make  I  have  a 
few  affidavits  to  verify,  and  I  don't  expect  to  make  any  statement 
I  can't  verify.  Some  of  these  children  who  made  these  statements 
did  not  know  what  they  were  making.  She  got  some  statements 
from  a  Mr.  Red  Bird,  a  gentleman  who  was  over  there  the  other 
day;  he  was  here  when  I  first  took  charge  and  he  was  in  trouble  with 
the  employees.  I  succeeded  Doctor  Winslow.  As  I  stated  before, 
I  was  supervisor  there  when  I  started  at  the  school,  and  on  two  occa- 
sions before  Simon  Red  Bird  had  come  to  me  and  begged  for  another 
trial  at  the  school.  Red  Bird  was  an  Indian,  and  I  was  induced  to 
let  him  go  ahead  and  asked  for  a  revocation  of  his  transfer  and  to 
give  him  another  chance  and  I  did  so,  but  it  was  not  long  before  he 
was  again  in  trouble  with  some  of  the  employees;  he  and  the  school 
engineman  lived  close  together,  and  they  got  into  trouble  and  that 
called  for  an  investigation ;  finally  at  the  end  of  that  investigation  the 
office  gave  him  the  offer  of  a  transfer  again,  and  he  would  not  take 
it,  and  he  has  been  abusing  me  ever  since  and  accusing  me  of  putting 
him  out  of  his  job. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  How  long  was  he  at  the  school  while  you  were  there? — -A.  Sev- 
eral years.  He  lives  in  town  and  has  been  all  the  time.  He  is  a  man 
that  deserves  sympathy;  it  is  a  pity  that  he  is  so  narrow,  so  extremely 
narrow;  he  associates  with  nobody  in  town  and  never  speaks  to  me; 
has  never  spoken  to  me  since  he  left  there,  and  this  woman  exerts  a 
great  influence  on  this  man  Red  Bird  and  Smith. 

Q.  What  Smith  is  that  and  what  does  he  do? — A.  William  Smith. 
He  is  not  doin^  anything.  He  gets  a  little  job  and  he  gets  into  trouble 
and  they  let  him  out.  I  want  to  say  this,  that  this  boy  Smith  knows 
"w^e  live  in  town,  knows  our  school  is  located  in  town,  and  that  the 
people  there  are  greatly  interested  in  the  school.  They  had  an  elec- 
tion for  mayor  not  long  ago,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  a  candidate  for  chief 
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of  police  before  the  town  board.  The  mayor  is  a  particular  friend  of 
mine,  but  said  to  me,  would  it  be  all  right  to  appoint  Smith  as  marshal? 
They  only  have  one  day  man  and  one  night  man  in  the  town,  and  the 
town  know^s  everything  in  the  school  and  the  school  knows  every- 
thing in  the  town,  and  I  said,  Mr.  Mayor,  we  have  no  way  of  punish- 
ing boys  at  school  except  a  detention  room  to  lock  them  up,  and  boys 
sometimes  get  unruly,  sometimes  the  very  best  boys  supposedly  will 
get  dnmk,  and  when  they  get  violent  we  have  no  place  to  put  them. 
We  are  on  such  friendly  terms  with  the  police  of  the  town,  however, 
that  we  ask  them  to  take  charge  of  them. 

By  Senator  McMaster: 
Q.  Where  do  they  put  them,  in  jail? — A.  Yes,  we  had  a  boy  taken 
down  there  recently;  he  threatened  to  cut  my  throat. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  How  many  boys  did  you  have  in  the  city  jail  last  year? — A. 
One,  I  think;  maybe  two. 

Q.  How  many  did  the  police  officers  pick  up? — A.  Two. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  confined  in  jail? — A.  I  think  they  were  there 
overnight,  perhaps  along  toward  breakfast,  maybe  dinner,  and  the 
fellows  came  down  and  got  them. 

Q.  Have  any  girls  been  put  in  jail? — A.  No;  we  would  not  do  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  Of  course  that  was  the  reason  Smith  was  not 
appointed  and  of  course  he  is  mad  and  bitter  against  us.  This  Mrs. 
Carroll  stayed  at  Genoa  for  about  six  weeks  after  she  left  the  service, 
and  she  wrote  a  letter  to  a  former  principal  who  was  out  of  the  service 
and  asked  him  if  he  knew  anything  detrimental  to  me,  and  he  wrote 
her  that  he  did  not.  She  wrote  to  everybody  that  was  ever  at  the 
school  whether  they  were  relieved,  transferred,  or  resigned,  to  see 
if  she  could  not  find  something  that  happened  during  the  23  years  I 
have  been  there,  and  after  leaving  here  she  went  over  to  Winnebago 
and  took  a  Httle  place  at  the  Mission  Church.  Now,  Mrs.  Carroll  is 
supposed  to  be  CathoUc,  and  she  attended  the  CathoHc  church  until 
she  got  this  position  in  the  Episcopal  mission,  and  she  stayed  there  and 
got  as  many  affidavits  of  boys  and  girls  as  she  could  who  attended  the 
school  over  a  period  of  20  years.  She  sent  them  to  Washington  and 
they  sent  an  inspector  out  to  see  them.  I  never  saw  the  list,  but  I 
heard  there  were  11  of  them.  I  understand,  and  I  get  it  on  good 
authority,  that  two  of  those  boys  are  in  the  penitentiary;  one  of  them 
is  a  notorious  bootlegger,  and  the  others  are  living  around  town  and 
are  not  what  you  would  call  good  citizens.  Now,  this  Mrs.  Carroll 
went  to  Washington  and  began  her  efforts  through  the  Indian  Office 
and  what  other  sources  she  could  to  have  me  removed.  She  got 
affidavits  from  some  of  our  boys  who  said  that  they  had  worked  on 
my  farm  and  got  nothing  for  it.     Now  I 

Q.  How  many  boys  have  you  working  on  your  farm? — A.  I  have 
had  nobody  there  for  quite  a  while.  I  never  did,  Senator,  have 
any  boy  there  to  actually  take  the  place  of  a  man.  These  boys  who 
I  did  have  work  there  actually  begged  me  to  let  them  go  out  and 
work  a  little  so  they  could  have  a  little  money  to  spend.  These 
children  had  no  money;  they  were  glad  to  have  the  opj)ortunity  and 
I  have  let  some  of  them  go  out  and  cut  weeds  and  help  a  little  shocking 
grain.     Now  the  man  that  is  out  on  that  farm  is  a  married  man  and 
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he  has  boys  of  his  own,  and  there  has  never  been  a  time  at  any  time 
that  I  did  not  have  two  men  on  the  place,  and  the  only  time  that 
school  boys  have  gone  out  there  to  work  was  on  Saturday  afternoons 
and  holidays ;  they  asked  to  go  out  there  and  worked  and  when  they 
did  they  got  the  same  pay  that  white  men  do  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  The  white  men  charge  from  three  to  three  and  a  half  a 
day,  and  I  have  always  paid  the  boys  at  the  same  rate. 

Q.  We  have  some  testimony  here  from  Genoa  or  Winnebago  to  the 
effect  that  one  boy  testified  he  worked  there  and  did  not  receive 
any  pay  and  another  testified  he  received  a  dollar,  is  that  correct? — 
A.  He  might  have  cut  weeds  or  something  like  that  to  help  out 
some  other  boy  who  was  working  there.  Now,  while  we  are  on  this 
farm  question — we  had  one  boy,  that  has  been  years  ago,  who  worked 
on  the  farm  Saturday,  and  in  substance  his  affidavit  is  this,  I  have 
a  copy  of  this  particular  affidavit.  The  boy  worked  out  there,  the 
farm  is  about  7K  miles  from  the  school  and  the  man  brought  him  in 
and  he  said  he  went  to  the  matron,  Mrs.  Carroll,  and  wanted  to  get 
a  change  of  clothing,  and  when  the  other  boys  were  in  Sunday  school 
she  brought  this  boy  into  her  room  and  wanted  him  to  write  a  note 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the  effect  that  they  wanted 
a  change;  she  showed  him  several  other  letters  that  other  boys  had 
written  and  also  told  him  that  Mr.  Davis  would  never  see  those 
letters  as  she  would  mail  them  down  town,  and  that  I  would  be 
removed  and  that  would  be  the  end  of  it.  This  boy  felt  so  ashamed 
of  himself  afterwards  that  he  told  some  of  the  others  about  it  and 
said  that  he  wanted  to  correct  it,  and  he  did  correct  it;  he  went 
before  a  notary  public  and  said  that  the  things  contained  in  that 
statement  were  not  tiue  and  th^it  this  woman  made  him  write  those 
things.  Now  as  to  the  various  girls  she  talks  about.  We  have 
copies  of  letters  that  at  least  two  of  these  girls  have  written  asking 
for  a  good  superintendent  and  to  remove  me,  and  she  said  next  year 
she  was  going  to  be  head  matron.  She  said  she  would  send  those 
letters  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and  that  I  would  be 
removed.  Now,  these  girls  naturally  talked  to  other  children  about 
this  and  the  girls  made  an  affidavit  before  an  inspecting  official  who 
came  there  to  investigate  that  there  was  nothing  to  it  and  that  the 
matron  had  induced  them  to  make  such  statements. 

Q.  What  inspector  was  that? — A.  Mr.  Spafford,  Mr.  Brandon,  juid 
Mr.  Baulsberry,  but  I  believe  it  was  either  Spafford  or  Baulsberry 
that  they  made  these  statements  to.  Now,  these  girls  both  stated 
that  was  the  case,  and  there  are  several  statement  just  like  that. 

Senator  McMaster: 
Q.  Is  it  not  also  true  that  a  child  writing  a  letter  along  the  lines 
suggested  that  if  the  superintendent  would  come  to  him  and  ask  him 
to  retract  it  that  he  would  do  so? — A.  Yes;  that  is  true  to  some  extent. 
They  would  write  one  thing  for  you  and  something  else  for  somebody 
else,  they  would  be  very  apt  to  be  governed  by  what  an  intelligent 
person  suggests.  However,  whenever  a  matron  or  any  other  employee 
IS  relieved  it  is  always  the  superintendent's  fault  regardless  of  the  cause. 
Now,  this  Mrs.  Carroll  has  been  getting  statements  and  affidavits 
from  everyone  she  could  ever  since  she  left  here,  both  at  Genoa  and 
Winnebago,  and  this  Smith  fellow  had  done  all  he  could  to  help  her; 
naturally  they  are  disgruntled  and  bear  me  much  resentment  and 
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apparently  blame  me  for  all  their  shortcomings.  Now,  this  Smith 
fellow  is  well  known  at  Genoa  and  if  you  wish  a  statement  of  his 
character  you  can  get  it  from  most  anyone  there,  and  it  would  not  be 
pretty. 

Q.  He  is  part  Indian? — A.  That  is  what  he  claims  in  order  to  get 
adopted  into  the  Omaha  Tribe,  he  has  that  peculiar  sunburn  that  he 
does  kind  of  look  like  an  Indian,  he  might  be  a  thirty-second  or  some- 
thing like  that,  but  he  has  very  little  Indian  blood  in  him.  Now, 
gentlemen,  I  want  to  say  this,  I  have  been  in  the  Indian  Service  a 
good  many  yeai-s;  naturally  I  am  interested  in  the  Indian  and  I  am 
trying  to  do  everything  I  possibly  can  for  these  people;  I  may  have 
made  some  mistakes,  most  of  us  do,  but  not  intentionally.  You  can 
appreciate  the  fact  that  there  are  many  problems  to  deal  with. 

Recently  w^e  had  a  little  girl  that  had  fallen  heir  to  some  money, 
nobody  had  heard  of  that  child  before  sjtie  inherited  that  money, 
then  everybody  knew  her  and  wanted  to  do  something  for  her.  I  had 
Tom  Sloan  handle  the  matter  for  her,  as  they  w^ere  all  after  her 
money,  and  Tom  came  up  to  me  and  we  talked  about  it,  and  Tom  took 
charge  of  it  for  her  and  she  got  everything  she  had  coming.  Now 
this  is  one  of  the  children  I  am  supposed  to  have  abused,  Helen 
Packer.  Now,  I  want  to  say  this,  that  many  of  these  children  in  the 
school  at  Genoa  are  children  of  parents  who  formerly  attended  here 
and  they  send  their  children  here  because  they  want  them  under 
our  supervision,  and  if  all  these  things  they  say  about  us  were  true  do 
you  think  they  would  send  their  children  here?  Now,  this  Simon  Red 
Bird  says  that  I  have  a  hard  time  getting  along  with  my  employees 
and  have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  with  them.  I  don't  know  how  he 
would  know  that.  We  have  children  of  former  pupils  here  from 
Browning,  in  your  State,  and  many  of  them  from  this  State  and  all  of 
those  children,  Santees,  Sioux,  Winnebagoes,  and  Omahas,  have 
their  children  here;  some  of  them  are  graduating  this  year  whose 
parents  were  in  the  school  during  my  time  there.  Now,  Helen  is  one  of 
the  girls  who  made  this  complaint  that  I  was  so  brutal,  and  she 
was  over  there  the  other  day,  her  and  her  sister  both,  and  if  I  was 
such  a  mean  person  as  they  say  they  would  not  come  around  the 
place.  Now,  Mary  Maney,  she  is  married  now,  is  another  girl  thay 
claimed  I  abused.  Mary  Maney  is  a  big  girl;  she  stayed  out  of  school 
one  year,  and  Mrs.  Carroll  brought  her  into  this  thing.  The  next  year 
she  came  back  and  graduated  from  school  and  her  two  sisters  and  her 
mother  were  there  at  commencement.  Mary  is  a  very  likable  girl,  a 
mixed  blood.  It  does  not  look  reasonable  that  these  young  folks 
would  come  back  to  the  school  and  talk  to  the  employees  and  come 
into  the  office  a  half  a  dozen  times  while  I  was  there  and  visit  the 
school  if  they  were  afraid  of  me  and  not  kno^ving  whether  or  not  I 
would  abuse  them  in  some  way. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  this  question:  As  I  recall  the  testimony  at 
Washington  and  some  of  these  other  places,  I  believe  it  was  at  Wash- 
ington they  testified  that  you  used  a  black  snake ;  is  there  any  truth 
to  that  statement? — A.  Absolutely  not.  I  would  just  like  to  know 
who  they  claimed  I  use  that  whip  on.  I  have  made  it  a  point  to  try 
and  find  out.  I  want  to  assure  you,  however,  that  at  no  time  did  I 
ever  use  such  an  instrument  as  that  on  anyone.  I  have  heard  about 
black-snake  whips,  harness  tugs,  and  cat-o-nine-tails  and  other  imple- 
ments of  torture,  and  there  is  absolutely  nothing  to  it.    I  know  such 
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stories  have  been  circulated  and  in  some  way  stories  get  started  about 
what  we  have  or  do  over  in  the  discipUnarian's  office.  I  have  never 
given  any  child  a  whipping  with  a  harness  tug,  black  snake,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind;  neither  would  I  have  anyone  around  who  would 
use  them  on  a  child. 

Q.  As  I  recall  it  they  produced  a  black-snake  whip  you  had  there? — 
A.  I  never  had  one  on  the  place. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  How  about  a  cat-o-nine-tails,  a  wooden  handle  and  leather 
wound  around  it  at  the  end  and  a  leather  strap  and  strings;  also  a 
piece  of  harness  tug  about  2  feet  long?  Mrs.  Carroll  claims  she  took 
those  out  of  the  disciplinarian's  office  at  Genoa  school.  There  was 
nothing  said  about  any  black-snake  whip  as  I  recall  it. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  recall  that? — A.  There  is  so  much.  Senator,  that  I 
know  you  have  not  got  time  to  listen  to  me  here.  I  do  not  have  on 
file  copies  of  these  investigations  that  were  brought  about  on  account 
of  the  revelations  of  Mrs.  Carroll.  I  have,  however,  a  copy  of  the 
investigation  by  the  citizens'  committee  and  things  of  that  kind. 

Q.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  sent  out  a  notice  to  the 
Indian  schools  a  letter  directing  them  to A.  Asking  them. 

Q.  Asking  them  to  investigate  the  schools  and  report  back? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Wheeler.  Of  course,  that  was  a  most  ludicrous  procedure 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  agent  who  appointed  the  committee  to 
investigate  him  would  naturally  appoint  the  kind  of  a  committee 
who  would  send  in  the  right  kind  of  a  report. 

Senator  Frazier.  Wasn't  that  an  assistant  commissioner  or  was 
it? — A.  I  don't  know;  it  was  mailed  to  the  commissioner.  I  think 
somebody  at  Alberquque  or  Sante  Fe  must  have  done  that  first  and 
that  put  the  idea  into  the  head  of  the  office  at  Washington.  Now, 
supposing  the  superintendent  does  appoint  the  very  best  men  in  their 
county,  or  in  your  county,  would  not  that  carry  some  weight? 

Q.  It  would  not  carry  much  weight  with  me,  because  the  individual 
or  individuals  appointed  would  not  have  the  time  or  inclination  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation  and  all  they  could  do  would  be  to  tell 
what  they  observed,  and  if  they  did  not  know  anything  about  how  the 
thing  was  running  they  would  say  it  was  all  right.  An  outsider  would 
not  know  anything  about  the  health  conditions;  in  fact,  it  has  been  our 
experience  on  most  of  these  reservations  that  the  people  in  charge 
don't  know  what  the  health  conditions  are  on  these  reservations,  they 
don't  know  whether  these  Indians  have  syphilis,  gonorrhea,  or  anything 
else? — A.  Well,  supposing  I  do  appoint  that  committee  as  other  super- 
intendents have  done.  Don't  you  suppose  that  the  men  and  women 
who  have  read  these  reports  about  me  being  so  brutal  and  mean 
would  interview  the  people  in  town  without  asking  me  about  it, 
and  if  they  were  true  don't  you  believe  there  would  be  some  sub- 
stantiation for  these  charges.  The  people  there  are  all  perfectly 
familiar  with  the  school.  We  have  a  large  membership  of  Catholic 
and  Episcopalians,  and  these  children  are  distributed  through  the 
town,  and  if  anything  goes  wrong  with  any  one  of  the  150  Catholic 
children,  or  any  of  the  other  children  for  that  matter,  we  know  about 
it  and  we  have  always  worked  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  priest 
in  charge  and  with  these  sisters  and  with  the  management  of  the 
school  as  well. 
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By  Senator  McM aster: 

Q.  You  have  the  citizens  committee  report  of  your  school? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  they  reported  that  the  food  was  not 
nourishing' enough,  but  that  you  could  not  be  criticized? — A.  Yes; 
I  think  they  did. 

Q.  Now,  according  to  your  statement  they  are  not  propeny  nour- 
ished?— A.  I  don't  mean  to  say  that  they  are  not.  I  don't  want  that 
said,  that  they  are  not  properly  nourished.  I  don't  beUeve  there  is 
a  family  in  Nebraska,  my  own  included,  that  are  fed  in  accordance 
with  what  these  experts  tell  us. 

Q.  Your  family  is  fed  butter  three  times  a  day,  aren't  they? — A. 
Yes;  I  suppose  so. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Now  go  on  with  your  storj^;  make  it  as  brief  as  possible. — A. 
Would  you  help  me  by  asking  me  a  few  little  things  that  stand  out. 
There  is  just  one  more  thing  about  these  committees.  If  these 
Catholic  children  were  abused,  they  would  tell  their  priest  the  first 
thing.  Now,  this  woman  went  to  the  Catholic  priest  and  told  him 
these  children  were  being  abused  and  he  said  it  is  no  such  thing,  and 
she  threatened  him  with  letters  and  left  after  he  did  not  come  across 
and  told  him  that  she  would  make  an  attack  on  him.  They  can  not 
say  that  the  governor  of  the  State  or  the  lieutenant  governor  were 
influenced  in  any  manner  by  me.  He  did  not  come  up  here  to  talk 
to  me  about  anything  and  he  made  a  report  on  the  situation  as  he 
found  it. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  I  have  not  seen  a  report — a  complete  report — of  the  Governor  of 
Nebraska  except  what  I  have  read  in  the  newspapers. — A.  There 
was  more  to  it  than  that. 

Q.  Permit  me  to  say  this:  When  the  governor  of  the  State  and  the 
State  legislature  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  appropriation  of  any 
money  for  these  schools,  I  can't  see  where  it  is  any  of  their  particular 
business. — A.  I  think  everyone  will  agree  with  that.  But  here  is  the 
point.  Senator:  Here  is  a  man  painted  as  vicious  and  violent  and 
declared  in  every  way  to  be  unfit  to  be  in  charge  of  an  institution  of 
this  kind;  what  is  he  going  to  do?  Here  comes  the  Woman's  Club, 
and  we  can't  say  off  hand  that  none  of  these  people  are  any  good; 
hearing  the  things  about  me  that  they  have,  they  wouldn't  believe 
a  thing  I  said  was  right.  When  they  come  to  investigate  they  don't 
come  to  me,  they  ask  the  children,  here  and  there  and  all  over; 
they  visited  the  entire  plant  and  I  was  not  steering  them  around  either. 
Now  when  the  Woman's  Club  takes  that  up,  the  board  of  education 
takes  it  up,  the  governor  takes  it  up,  and  the  Government  have  sent 
their  people  here  to  investigate  it  and  they  can  see  whether  or  not 
such  a  thing  is  done  by  the  Federal  Government,  I  can't  see  why  all 
the  blame  is  placed  upon  me. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  this:  Do  you  farm  out  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  two  farms? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  acres  have  you  in  farms? — A.  Half  a  section. 

Q.  A  half  section  in  each? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  most  you  ever  had  at  one  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
26465— 30— FT  5 ^21 
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Q.  Did  you  farm  them  yourself? — A.  No;  I  had  a  farmer  living 
on  it. 

Q.  My  thought  about  the  matter  is  this:  That  no  man  who  is 
running  one  of  these  schools  or  who  is  an  agent  on  one  of  these  Indian 
reservations  should  be  engaged  in  any  other  kind  of  business  of  any 
character  whatsoever,  either  on  the  reservation  or  off  of  it.  He 
ought  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  Government  job; 
and  if  he  can  not  do  that,  he  ought  not  to  have  the  position.  I 
appreciate  that  there  must  be  discipline  in  the  schools  and  that  the 
Indian  children,  as  well  as  white  children,  must  be  taught  obedience 
to  their  teachers  and  the  superintendent,  and  it  may  be  necessary  at 
times  to  punish  them;  and  I  am  not  criticizing  employees  for  that, 
providing  they  use  discretion  and  do  not  beat  them  up  for  no  cause 
whatever.  Now,  with  reference  to  that  statement  where  two  or 
three  boys  have  testified  that  on  one  occasion  you  beat  them  up 
because  of  the  fact  that  their  horses  got  afraid  and  ran  away ;  what  is 
there  to  that? — A.  I  saw  that  in  the  paper,  and  I  have  been  trying  to 
check  that  up  with  the  industrial  employees,  and  asked  them  if  they 
could  recall  anything  about  it.  The  principal  teacher  does  seem  to 
recall  George  Raymond,  and  outside  of  that,  nobody  seems  to  recall 
anything  of  that  kind  having  occurred,  and  I  do  not  recall  anything  of 
that  kind;  that  was  some  boy  they  said  I  hit  with  a  spade  or  something 
of  that  kind. 

Q.  A  harness  tug.  I  do  not  recall  any  statement  or  testimony 
that  you  had  hit  any  boy  with  a  spade;  it  was  said  that  you  hit  him 
with  a  piece  of  tug  and  that  you  beat  him  until  he  ran  away — that  he 
ran  away  when  you  started  to  lick  him. — A.  No;  that  boy,  his  parents 
wrote  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  that  I  had  beat  the  boy  up 
and  they  wanted  him  at  home.  This  boy  attended  the  public  school, 
but  he  would  not  attend  regularly  and  they  could  not  control  him  and 
did  not  want  him  in  school  any  longer  and  his  parents  wanted  the  boy 
at  home,  so  the  boy  ran  away  from  here.  He  wanted  some  excuse, 
and  when  they  got  to  Columbus  the  police  picked  them  up  and  they 
told  the  police  that  I  had  beat  them  up.  There  was  nothiug  to  that 
at  all;  the  boy  was  just  trying  to  get  home  and  made  up  that  story  so 
they  would  not  bring  him  back  here. 

Q.  But,  Mr.  Davis,  coming  back  to  the  proposition  we  are  speaking 
of  a  moment  ago,  do  you  think  that  an  Indian  or  a  superintendent 
handling  a  school  should  have  his  attention  divided  between  his 
business  and  the  business  of  the  school? — A.  Mine  is  not. 

Q.  You  don't  think  it  is,  and  you  believe  then  that  you  are  giving 
you  undivided  attention  to  the  school? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  I  don't  believe  it  is  possible  for  a  man  to  carry  on  farming 
operation  or  any  other  kind  of  operations  and  at  the  same  time  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  the  business  of  running  the  school? — 
A.  Senator,  everybody  bought  land  a  few  years  ago.  I  wish  I  had  not. 
I  invested  in  farm  lands  and  I  thought  they  would  be  all  right.  On 
one  farm  I  lost  $22,000,  and  I  want  to  get  rid  of  that  one,  and  just  as 
soon  as  Mr.  Legge's  committee  gives  me  enough  I  will  get  rid  of  that 
one,  too. 

Q.  The  statement  has  been  made  that  you  have  at  times  used  farm 
machinery  belonging  to  the  school  on  your  farms? — A.  Senator,  in 
this  western  country  here,  in  threshing  time,  if  the  school  or  anyone 
else  has  any  machinery,  it  is  a  community  affair.     I  have  furnished 
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wagons  and  things  like  that  and  I  have  borrowed  things  at  dijfferent 
times. 

Q.  And  help  also?— A.  Well,  if  you  don't,  you  don't  get  your  grain 
threshed.  Now,  whether  you  believe  it  or  not  when  you  talk  about 
my  doing  these  things.  I  want  to  tell  you  this — that  that  farm  out 
there  has  all  of  the  appliances,  everything  that  is  required  to  conduct 
that  size  farm.  Now  then,  there  have  been  times  at  the  school  when 
they  used  some  of  my  teams  and  I  am  7K  miles  out.  I  did  that  to 
help  out  because  nobody  would  thresh  and  it  would  cost  the  Govern- 
ment more  than  otherwise  and  perhaps  mean  a  loss  if  the  work  was 
not  done  at  the  proper  time.  Just  this  year  the  Government  bought 
a  new  farm ;  and  if  I  had  not  taken  charge  of  it,  the  spring  planting 
would  not  have  been  done — the  corn,  oats,  and  barley  would  not  have 
been  planted,  as  while  the  money  was  appropriated  it  was  not  avail- 
able immediately.  I  am  telling  you  this,  I  may  be  censured  for  it  if 
you  care  to,  but  at  that  time  I  could  not  hire  a  man  to  come  from  his 
own  farm  and  leave  his  work  to  do  the  work  on  our  farm  and  further- 
more we  had  no  money  to  buy  anything  with  and  yet  I  wanted  to 
get  the  crop  in,  they  were  planting  corn  on  my  farm  at  the  time  and 
as  the  school  did  not  have  any  I  told  them  to  go  over  to  my  place  and 
get  some  and  plant  it  on  this  new  farm. 

Q.  You  took  corn  from  your  ow^n  farm  and  planted  it  on  the  Gov- 
ernment farm? — A.  Yes.  I  want  to  tell  you  another  thing  that  fellow 
over  there  on  my  place,  I  see  him  probably  once  a  month.  Now,  this 
crop  that  we  put  in  we  had  to  put  in  quickly ;  this  fellow  had  sowed 
all  of  his  oats  and  barley  and  I  asked  him  if  he  could  not  get  four 
horses  and  come  up  there  and  sow  100  acres  of  barley  and  oats  on 
that  place.  Now,  I  don't  expect  or  want  anything  for  that.  Now, 
there  was  a  time  or  two,  I  believe,  that  we  used  a  grain  drill  over 
there.  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  have  taken  up  so  much  of  your  time, 
and  in  closing  I  will  just  touch  on  some  points  that  I  have  missed. 
I  just  want  to  say  this  that  I  am  not  the  terrible  bully  that  I  have 
been  painted. 

Q.  The  committee  I  am  afraid  can  not  give  you  any  further  time. 
You  will  probably  have  the  opportunity  to  be  heard  some  time  in 
Washington. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  run-away  children  from  the  school;  if  so, 
how  many  a  year? — A.  Not  many;  although  I  have  not  the  record 
here. 

Q.  Look  that  up  in  the  record  and  report  to  us. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Wheeler: 

Q.  Have  you  ever  held  any  V.  D.  clinics  at  your  school? — A.  I 
think  not;  I  am  not  sure  on  that  however. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  held  any  T.  B.  clinics? — A.  I  will  say  this,  that 
the  physicians  there,  our  local  physicians  together  with  those  from 
the  Indian  Office,  go  into  those  things,  if  you  call  that  clinics  or  not 
I  don't  know.  We  do  have  our  sanitary  conditions  looked  after  and 
experts  are  sent  down  ever  so  often  to  test  the  water  supply  and 
things  of  that  sort. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  your  students  are  afflicted  with  T.  B.? — 
A.  When  we  get  a  tubercular  suspect  we  sent  them  up  to  Tabor. 
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We  don't  keep  them  here.  The  local  doctor  examines  them  and  if 
they  have  T.  B.  they  are  sent  to  the  hospital  there  where  they  have 
facilities  to  care  for  them. 

By  Senator  Frazier: 

Q.  How  about  these  charges  that  you  beat  children  with  harness 
tugs  and  whips  and  other  things? — A.  Senator,  I  have  never  beaten 
anybody.  I  have  been  in  the  disciplinarian's  office  when  boys  were 
punished.  We  have  whipped  boys  but  nobody  was  beaten.  We  hit 
him  on  the  hand  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Senator  Frazier.  If  you  happen  to  be  down  to  Washington  next 
winter  we  would  be  glad  to  have  you  come  before  the  committee  and 
when  the  hearings  are  printed  if  you  want  to  make  any  further  state- 
ments we  would  be  glad  to  put  them  in  the  record. 

(Whereupon  the  committee  adjourned.) 
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